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ducstion of an annual bird report has now tecone so
ely of the guestion for a small scciety llke GUPS 5
interesting records have been received and >
zvoidleoosing these records it has been decided 1o bring then together :
reporits of & rather lower standard than we would have liked but more
the amount of money at our disposal.

The list of birds is not exhaustive and theose species abundant in the ccunty at
3 times of the year have been omitted unless some special comment seemed

variou 8 s
war antcd e.2., neximum count, earliest or latest date recorded ete.

There are also a number of species not included which we are sure occurred in the
county at some time during the period covered by this report. We are ggually certain
that meny of these birds were seen by competent observers but regretfully no
permanent record was made. o it

The problem can only be solve: 3 lease maks a special effore %o make
ar qate wu“ﬁ bird watchinm anﬁ uizif them to the County recorder or the
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Finally we would like to thank all those observers who have sent in records
that they continue to do so.
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Without their assistance no repert of any kind would be possible.




RED THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
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Three records only, all at Poin® of Ayrs-
1 on 2nd Gotober, 1972: 2 on 22nd October, 1972: 2 on 8th December, 1972

BLACK THROATED DIVER GCavia arctica

b single bird at Point of Ayr on 20th March, 1973.

GREAL WORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer

of & bird at Gronant on 29th January, 1972.

Tachybaptus ruficellis

Six at Gronant on 29th December, 1972 and a single bird at Rhuddlan 6th Janvary, 1972 and
at Bnyl on 4th Jermary, 1972. Regular at Shotton Pools and Llyn Helyg throughout the year.

BLACK WRCKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis

A bird partially in Summer plumage was seen at Shotton on 16th March, 1972,

GREAT CRESTED GBEBE Podiceps crestatus

Oocasionally reported from Shotton and Llyn Helyg and small numbers off shore at
Point of Ayr and Gronant.

AR PFulmaruvs Glacialis

pair at Prestatyn Quarry 18th Jenuary, 1972

[ SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus

Three hirds seen off Prestatyn 17th June, 1972

Y5 PEIREL Oceanodroma leucorrhoa

A gingle nird at Bhyl 29th December, 1973.

fuls Passansa

Ohasrved in small rumbers at Point of Ayr, usually September/October.:
CORMORAN] Phalacrocorscidase

the Dee Bstuary. Maximum counts:= 120 at Gronant 1st December, 1972 and
ist October, 1973-

Rotaurus stellaris

» bird at Shotton on 11th November, 1973
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GREY HERON Ardea Cinerea

Reported in small numbers from all suitable localities but most frequently at Shotton.
MUTE SWAN. Cygnus olor

Small numbers at Shotton. Llyn Helyg and the coast. A pair bred at Shotton in 1972.

WHEOQPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus

Two birds atb ILlyn Helyg on 22nd January, 1972 and two adults and a juvenilg;at,thaz‘
came locality from 9th to 31st December, 1972, Three birds on the River Giwyd
at Rhuddlan 28th January, 1972. .

BEWICK'S S7AN. Cygnus bewickii

During the Winter of 1972/73 regular at Llyn Helyg with a maximum count of 17 birds:
Ocecasionally reported on coast with a maximum of 26 birds moving west at Ppint of Ayr
on 9th November, 1972. ' ) :

At Shotton 8 birds on 5th March, 1972 and 6 on 26th February, 1973,

SHELDUCK. Tadorna tadorna

Regular in estuary from Shotton to Point of Ayr. Maximum counts:—

86 including young birds at Rhyl 26th July, 1973 and 300+ birds at Shotton
on 15th July, 1972, 9th June, 1973 and 1st July, 1973.

MALLARD Anas Platyrhynchos

Maxirmum counts:~ Shotton 16th January, 1972 300
20th May 1973 280

Ilyn Helyg 6th Nov. 1972 300+

Point of Ayr 22ndSept.1972 300+

10th Nov 1972 300+

LEAL Anas crecca
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100+ at Shotton on 30th December, 1973.

GADWALL,  Anas Strepera

A single bird at Shotton on 12th August, 1973.

WIGEON Anas penelope

Regular winter visitor tec Dee Estuary and inland waters

mom counts:—- 125 Llyn Helyg on 1st Jamuary, 1973 100 at Point of Ayr on

26th November, 1972. 150 at Shotton on 10th January, 1973. 130 Shotton on
2nd September, 1973.

PINTAIL Anas acuta
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Resular on Dee Bstuary during Winter, laximum counts:—

)

' 8t Shotton on 6th November, 1972. 1500 at Shotton on 28th October, 1973
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CARGANEY Anas querguedula
Regular passage migrant most records are of single birds at Shotton Pools during the
Autumn. Other Shotton records include a single bird on 6th May, 1973. A pair on

26th June, 1973. Three males and a female on 27th August, 1973
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SHOVELER Anas Clypeata

Recorded in small numbers off shore or on inland waters throughout the year.
Hayi am countss—~ 12 at Shotton on 30th July, 1972 17 at Llyn Helyg on
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1s % December, 1972. 23 at Point »f Ayr on 15th September, 1972. & at Shotton
on 27th Augusf 1973

POCHARD Aythya ferina.

Regular winter visitor late July to late Pebruary. Meximum counts

54 at Shotton on 5th Pebruary, 1972. 52 at Llyn Helyg on 8th Dpcembew 1972 .

130 at Shotton on 9th December, 1973,

TUFIED DUCK Aythya fuligula

Regular during Winter months and occasional summer records but breeding not recorded.
Meximum countsi~ 40 at Llyn Helys on 10th November, 1972 14 at Shotton on

26+h December, 1972. 35 at Shotton on 16th December, 1973.

SCAUP Aythys marila

The only records are from Shotton pools. 2 at Shotton on 14th December, 1973
and a female on 19th October, 1973,

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

Regular off shore. Maximum countss— 38 at Point of Ayr on 2nd October, 1972,

LONG TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemal

A single bird at Ruyl Marine Lake on 14th November , 1972, A single bird at Shothon
f;o& 28th October to 17th November, 1973. Two erds present at Shotion on.
18th November, 1973.

GOLDENEYE Buuephdg& clangule

Uecasionally reported off shore but more frequently inland
Maximum countss~ 5 at Llyn Helyy on 6th November to 31st December, 1972

6 at Shetton on 20th November, 1972. 5 at Shotion on 18th uﬂfemberﬁ 1973.

RED BREASTED MERGANSER, lergus Serrvator

Regular off shore, Maximum counts:- 9 at Point of Ayr on 20th October, 1972
4 at Shotton 2nd December, 1972. 1 male and 2 females at Shotton on 4th Rovenmber, 1973

GOCSANDER Mergus Merganser

Irregular 2 males and 1 female at Llyn Helyg on 25th January, 1972
1 female at Shotton on 14th May, 1972. female at Shotton cn 4th February, 1973.

SPARROW HAWK, Accipiter nisus

Regularly reported from sulteble localities



BUZZABD  Buteo Buteo

Most records from Clwydian Range., 4 birds at Shotton on 15th September, 1972.

HARRIER,  Circus cyaneus ‘ )

bird at Shotton on 5th March, 1972, 2 at Shotton on 15th October, 1972
ai Shotton on 16th November, 1972

MARSH FHARRIER Circus aeruginosus

1 Pemale at Shotton on 27th August, 1973
PEREGRINE Faleo peregrinus
le birds reported at Point of Ayr as follows:—

miature male on 2nd Seplember, 1973, 1 female on 3rd October, 1972
1 female on 6th October, 1972. A single bird at Shotton on 27th August, 1973,
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MERLIN Falco Columbarius
A11 records of single birds in coastal areas from August to March,

RED FOOTED FALCON. Fslso cesoertinus

nature bird at Shotton on 28th October, 1973
is is the first record of the Red Footed Falecon for the county,

KESTREL Falco timmumeulus

Frequently reported from all localities. After prolonged south easterly winds at least
7 virds were present at Shotton on 26th August, 1973.
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BED GROUSE lagopus lagopus
Regular records all confined to Clwydian Range
PARTRIIGE Perdix Perdix

Wumerous records well distributed throughout the county

L

BASAT Phasianus colchicus
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Common in all suitable loecalities
WATER RATL Rallus aquaticus
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Records exdst for all months except April, lMay and June at Shotton, Point of Ayr and
Llyn Helyg.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus

Common, Large numbers present at Shotton during Winter.
CO0T  PFulica atra

Common, Maximum count, 60 at Shotton on 14th October, 1973
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JRCATCHER. Haematopus ostralegus

1 gr Shotton Marshes in 1972 and 1973. Common on coast during Winter.

Charadrius hiztisuls

hred in both years on coast, Point of Ayr to Gronant, Maximum counts s«
' ing Spring and Autumn passages
15¢ at Shotton on 29th May, 1972- 226 at Shotton on 19th August, 1973.

ED PLOVER Charadrius dubius

acords of breeding for 1972 and 1973. One fo three bixds present at Shotton on
Apd Thres birds at Shotion on 11th May, 1973

Budromias morinelius

s of south~easterly winds a single bird was recorded at Shotton

*OLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria

Regular veports on passage during Spring and Autumn from Flint, Sandyeroft, Shotton
and Point of Ayr. Maximum counts:- 320 at Shotiton on 26th August, 1972. 130
at Point of Ayr on 26th NOvembers 1972 and 350 at Shotton on 15th December, 1973-

i3

squatarcla

at Gronant - Point of Ayr in small numbers in both years.

Continues to decline as a breeding species. MNaximum counisi-

s L meryn s 7 » Y —
700 at Shotton on 27th August, 1972. 6,000 at Rhuddlan on 28th January, 1973
550 at Shoebton en 17th February, 1973

1 mumbers from sultoble coastal localities.

5

cords during Autumn in both years. Up to 4 birds at Gronant in
572 . At Shotton on 18th October, 1973 18 birds. Only one Spring record -~
at Prestatyn on 17th June, 1972.

T o s
STINT Calidris temminckil

wnts frequently exceed 5.000.
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CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris Ferruginea

A1l records are during Autumn migretion., Reported on eight occasions in 1972
mainly at Point of Ayr with & maximum coun® of 8 on 15th September, 1972,

In 1973 regular at Shotton during Autumn with a maximum count of 20 birds in
Ootober,

ENOT  Calidris canutus

Wintering flocks of up to 10,000 birds reported at Point of Ayr.

Sanderling, Calidris alba

Good numbers reported during Spring migration in late May in both years.
RUFF Pailomachus pugnax

The species were reported regularly at Shotton as a passage migrant and winter wisitor,
Maximum counts:- 18 at Shotton on 9th June, 1972,

22 &t Shotton on 12th February, 1972 and 11 at Shotton on 12th October, 1973.

BUIF BREASTED SAITDPIPER Tryngites subruficollis

& single bird at Sealandon 18th - 25th October, 1973. This is the first record for the
county.

SPOTTED BEDSHANE TIringa erythropus

Small numbers reported during Autumn passage at Rhyl, Point of Ayr, and Shotton with
ximum counts of 14 at Shotton on 10th September, 1972 and 4 at Shotton on 19th August, 1973.
beth years single birds were reported during Winter.

BEDSH/NK  Trings totanus
Breeding records at Shotton in both years. Considerable numbers reported at Shotton and
Point of Ayr during Autum, Maximum counts:-

40C at Point of Ayr, on 3rd September, 1972 and 1250 at Shotton on 19th Avgust, 1973.

Tringa nebularia

Regular records during Spring and Autumn from Shotton, Point of Ayr andRhyl,
Point of Ayr on 22nd September, 1972, 3 at Rhyl on 4th September, 1972 and
oth September, 1972, 3 at Shotton on 20th May, 1973. 3 at Shotton on

27%h August, 1973. 4 at Rhyl on 5th September, 1973.
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GREEN SANDPIPER “Yringa ochropus

R@gular in smell numbers particularly August to December. In 1973 a single bird at Shotton
11%h Mareh and several sightings in June and July of that year.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola

Ps

records at Shotton with single birds on 4th May 1972 and 22nd April, 27th Avgust
ané 16th October, 1973.

COMMON SANDPIPER Tringa hypoleucos

Frequent records of small numbers of birds at Shotton and Point of Ayr from April
to Octobexr,

BLACK TAILED GODWIT Limosea limosa

Tn both years birds first appeared during July and wintered on the estuary, Maximum counts
recorded at Shotton were:s 980 on 30th July 1972 and 1,200 on 7th January, 1973+

BAR TATLED CODWIT Limosa lapponica

All reports in the pericd May to September. Maximum counts: 60 on 17th September, 1972, °
300 on 20%h May, 1973 and 258 on 9th June, 1973. reccrded at Shotton

CURLEW Numenius arquata

large flocks wintered on the estuary in both years, Maximum count at Shetton was 3,200
on 19th &uguuﬁ, 1973 -

WHIMBREL HNumenius phaeopus

Regular in small numbers from July to September, At Shotton 5 birds present on
30th September, 1972 and 8 on 19th August, 1973,

WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola
Reports of birds roding atl several sites
SMIPE Galilinago gallinago

~¢la 1y reported at Shotton during winter months. During December, 1972

Up to 200 b e,
on 2nd and 1,200 on 10th.

irds
coumtbts of BCO

JACE SNIPE ILymnocryptes minimus
Smell mwmbers of less than 10 birds recorded at Shotton during the winter, months
ARCTIC SKUA Sterceorarius parasiticus

Several raporie of single birds at Rinc of Ayr Augush/September,

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Levus melanocephalus

A singie birc atb Shoovon 15th May, 1973

LITTLE CULL, Larus minucus

PRt

An immature oird at Snotteon 4th June, 1972 and on Ytn September, 1973.

HEBRING GULL Larus acgentatus

A pair vred at FPrestaityn Quarry, 1972.

BLACE TERN Chlidonias niger

‘«\r s

&1Ll reports from Snotton 1 23rd July, 19725 4 20tn May, 19735 3 2ith August, 1973



SANDWICH TWRN Sterns sandvicensis

Regular passage migrant from June to September, Maximum counts: 150+ at Poin. of Ayr
29th July, 1972 and 300 on 30th July, 1973.

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo

The colony at Shotton continuss to thrive with abouv i0u pair nesting in 1972 and 1973.
Maximum count of 300 birds av the coliony on 14th Jul i973-

9
ARCTIC THERN Stverna Paradisaea
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Suprisingly few recoras only a single report of a bird at Shotton on 23ra July; 1972,
2 birds at Point of Ayr 16th May, 1972 and 3 Gronant 1st October. 1973

ROSEATE TERN Sterna dougallii

A single bird at Shotton 1st and 2nd July, 1972
LILTLE TERN Sterna albifrons
Bred in small numbers
GUILLENMOT TUriaaalge
Small numbers reported off Point of Ayr. Maximum 15 birds 2nd October, 1972
STCCK DOVE Columba oenas
meveral reports of birds in the Shotton area in July, 1972 with & maximum of 10 on 3uth.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto

No specific reports but now breeds over most of the county

JURILE DOVE Streptopelia turtur

One at Shotton 29th July. 1972 and 19th August, 1972

CUCKQ0 Cuculus Canorus

Earliest reported date 28th April, 1972,

BARN OWL Ty%o alba

One Shotton 30th July, 1972 and on 11th March, 8th April and 18th October, 1973.

SHOBT EARED OWL Asio flammeus

Sewvaral reports of two birds at Shotton October/November, 1972 and up to three owls there
in March, 1973-

LITTLE OWL Athene noctua
One Rhuddlan 28th January, 1973.
KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis

Reports of single birds from Rhyl, Shotton and Point of Ayr iun 1972 and from River Alyn,
muld, Byl and Shotton in 1972
8-



GREAT SFOLUTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major

bpart from ususl sightings in woodland areas single birds at Point of Ayr on 29th January, '72
and at Shotton on 5th Mareh, 1972

SHORE LARK Eremophila alpestris

Three birds at Point of Ayr 9th November, 1972 and six larks there on the 10th. A single bird
as Shotton 1st to 15th October, 1972 and two present at Shotton during the winter of 1973.

HOUSHE NMABTIN Delichen urbica

In both yesrs martins etill present in October.

MEADCW PIPIT Anthus pratensis

Maximum counts; 4” birds at Shotton 5th March, 1972 and 200+ virds there on
totn September, 1973.

WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletia
Present at Shotton during both winters up to 5 individuals in 1972 and up to 7 in 1973.

BLUE HEADED WAGTAIL Motacilla flavanflava

A male of this sub species recorded at Shotton on 4th June, 1972,

4

YELLOW WAGTATL Motecilla flava

Flocks of 50 &t Shotton 21st July, 1972 and 200+ there on 28th April, 1973.
A late bird reported at Shotton 11th November, 1973.

Motscilla alba

A Shotton maximum counts at Shotton of 80 on 2nd July, 1972 and 250 on 5th November, 1972.

GREAT CREY SHRIKE Lanius exeubitor

A single bird at Shotton on 11th November, 1973.

'S WARBLER Cettia cetti

One heard st Shotton 6th May, 1973.

WEBATEAR Oenanthe cenanthe

Jb the characteristice of the Greenland race 0.0.leucorrhoa were reported at
> 16tk May, 1972 (2), at Shotton 19th May, 1972 (2), and again on 21st May, 1972(1) .

Birds he
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BLACK REDSTART Fhoenlourus phoenicurus

b female present at Shotton on 3rd and 10th December, 1972,
BEARDED TIT Panurus biamicus

Up %c 6 birds at Shoitton from 28th October, 1972 to 8th April, 1973 and up tc 15 present
Gotober to December, 1973.

TWTING Bmberiza calandra

we flock wintered at Shotton in both years, meximum counts. 150 16th March, 1972 and 100
2nd December, 1973.

:‘x

QRTOLAN ITING  Fmberiza hortulana

A bizd believed to be of this species was heard at Shotton on 3rd September, 1972



SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis

Reported at Point of Ayr and Shotton duringthe winter of both 1972 and 1973.

BRAMBLING Ffringilla montifringilla |
11 flocks reported at Shotton and Point of Ayr in both winters.

SISKIN Carduelis spinus

Reperted from several localities in 1972 (winter) with maximum counts of 40 at Dowming
14th Janmuary and 45 at Point of Ayr 15th December.

IWITE Acanthis flavirostris

A pair present at Shotton on 4th May, 1972. Several reports of wintering birds at Shotton,
Point of Ayr and Gronant with a maximum of 6 birds at Shotton 3rd December, 1972 and

25 birds there on 28th April, 1973.

RAVEN Corvus corax

A pair at Prestatyn Quarry 18th January, 1972.

Additions
SHOW GOOSE  Anser caerulescens
One at Shotton 10th September, 1972

RED FOOTED FALCON Fglco vespertinus

An immature bird at Shotton 28th October, 1973.

SHARP TATLED SANDPIPER cslidris acuminata

A single bird present at Shotton 15th to 25th October, 1973.
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