G

o e e
g S

4,
T
Vit~

762,
e e,

,;ﬂcff,///
%

= g
' —
-\




If we learn how birds live,

we can make sure
they do . . .

Birds are endlessly fascinating — and there is so
much still to discover about the way they behave,
their feeding and nesting habits, their migration
patterns, the ways they are influenced by climatic
changes, pollution, the presence and activities of
man.

The balance of nature is delicate and birds —
among the first to be affected by changes — can
often act as an early-warning system for..us.

So it is vital that we learn as much about them as we
can. For fifty years the BTO, a dedicated group of
scientists supported by thousands of amateur
birdwatchers all over the country, has

been keeping a close watch on our

bird populations, collating and

%&:\%}%'

interpreting an immense amount of information for
use by researchers and by government and other,
bodies, for the benefit of the birds — and of
ourselves.

Please support us in this vital work. It isn't
necessary to be a bird expert (though you might
become one) and you don’t have to be an observer.
The future of our birds and our legacy to future
generations depend on what we do now.

Find out more today!

BT70 The British Trust for Ornithology

Patron: HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT

Beech Grove, Tring, Herts HP 23 SNR. Tel: 044 282 3461. Charity 216552
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EDITORIAL

It is a great tribute to a small but enthusiastic band of dedicated people that this report, the first for five
years, has finally become a reality. I hope that the rest of Clwyd’s ever increasing ranks of birdwatchers
will regard its appearance as a milestone in Clwyd’s modern ornithological history. I also hope that
despite its inevitable errors and omissions it will spur people on to greater heights of involvement over
the coming years.

It would not be correct to allow the past to be forgotten and I would like to pay tribute to Ron Birch, the
Flintshire and Denbighshire County Recorder for many years, who more or less single handedly
produced the County Report up to 1984. It was an almost impossible task to keep up the momentum with
somany more birders submitting records and therefore when Ron decided to relinquish the responsibility
it was considered appropriate to form a Recording Group to carry on the work. It was in May, 1989,
therefore, that a meeting was called under the Chairmanship of Mr. Peter Hope Jones, the then Chairman
of the Welsh Omithological Society, to which were invited representatives from the various active
bodies in Clwyd. The main task of the meeting was to appoint anew County Recorder and then to charge
him with the responsibility of first producing a 1989 report, then a composite report covering 1985/88
and thereafter an annual report of the County’s ornithology. I accepted the appointment at that meeting
and undertook to follow its directive regarding the preparation of the reports.

The first task was to form the Clwyd Bird Recording Group (CBRG) comprising representatives from
Deeside Naturalists Society, Clwyd Omithological Society, the R.S.P.B. and Wrexham Birders plus one
or two independent individuals of high standing within the County. Various meetings have been held
since and a sub-group to consider rarities has also been formed, again made up of experienced local
omithologists.

As aresult, we now have a formal system fo. accepting and considering records and I know that many
people would welcome some guidance on the manner in which these records should be submitted. This
and rarity procedures are dealt with elsewhere in the report together with the agreed list of Welsh and
Clwyd Rarities. These lists are not final and the CBRG would gladly receive any comments regarding
species which should be added to or removed from the list. Similarly, we know that not all the decisions
we have taken this year will meet with universal approval and we fully expect comment and indeed
criticism of the final result. We welcome such discussion on any aspect of our organization and on the
format of the report but it must be said that we will only take account of constructive and helpful
comments.

Thope that you will find the contents of this new style publication of interest and that it will be accepted
as the first step towards a more comprehensive and learned account of the County’s avifauna. It is quite
possible that in a few years time a Breeding Atlas will be considered but whatever the future holds it is
the CBRG’s intention to continue to strengthen and co-ordinate the undoubted talent which exists within
the County. I know that I can count on the co- operation and participation of all serious ornitholo gists
during the years to come.

In conclusionI wouldlike to acknowledge the help and assistance I havereceived from many individuals,
in particular the wise counsel received from Peter Hope Jones at the outset. His quiet but persuasive
Chairmanship launched the present initiative. I would also like to add my thanks to Mrs Louise Jones,
the Chairperson of the Clwyd Ormnithological Society, who acted as a most charming catalystin bringing
the parties together and to her husband, Elvet, who kindly took on the Hon.Treasurer’s task. Also many
thanks to Roger Bagguley and to Ian Higginson for their superb vignettes but my very special
appreciation must go to Thelma Sykes for her evocative cover design. We are fortunate to have such




talented artists within the County.

Some of the more obscure Welsh names were a problem but thanks to the advice and assistance of John
Lawton Roberts and Peter Hope Jones this difficulty was overcome.

The article on Dee Estuary Conservation Issues has been submitted by Ian Higginson and Glenn Morris
has written an interesting account of the wintering Black-tailed Godwits, Knot and Dunlin populations
based on his observations at Connah’s Quay. Ian Spence has written a mostinformative Ringing Report.
The weather summary is the work of Geoff Neal, well known for similar articles over the years in the
Spurn Bird Observatory Report. The information he used came by kind permission of Mr. Len Walls of
the Halkyn Weather Station.

To all these Friends of Clwyd we extend our warmest thanks.

Last, but by no means least, I must mention the various organisations that have contributed financially
to the production of this Report. These include Clwyd County Council, Delyn Borough Council, Colwyn
Borough and Glyndwr District Councils, Synthite Ltd, British Coal (Point of Air), The Welsh
Omithological Society, Dee Estuary Conservation Group, Deeside Naturalists Society, Wrexham
Birders and Clwyd Ornithological Society. Our advertisers too,deserve our appreciation; we hope that
they will benefit from their investment.

On behalf of the CBRG, I wish to express our grateful thanks to all these bodies and individuals who have
helped bring this publication to fruition. We gratefully acknowledge the co-operation of all those who
have sentin their records this year; without their help there would not have been a Report and we earnestly
hope that their numbers will be swelled next year. If, by any unfortunate oversight, we have omitted any
name or failed to credit any organisation then we apologise wholeheartedly but thank them nevertheless.

On a personal note I would like to record my own appreciation for the marvellous camaraderie that has
existed throughout the whole year amongst my CBRG colleagues. Everyone has worked so very hard
to put Clwyd back on the bird map and I am most grateful for their unstinting support.

Peter H.Rathbone
County Recorder




NOTES ON THE SUBMISSION OF RECORDS

It has become very apparent over the last twelve months that the inconsistency of style adopted by
individual contributors when submitting their records, has to some degree, delayed the publication of this
1989 Report. The enormous amount of painstaking sorting required takes an inordinate length of time
and as we are not yet fully computerised, we are therefore without an automatic record sorting system.
Itis absolutely vital that some standard form of submission must be adopted to reduce the workload in
future years and thereby speed up the appearance of the Report.

Itis for thisreason that we are enclosing a copy of a Standard Recording Form and would ask contributors
to use this for their 1990 records and for subsequent years. Further copies are available from the County
Recorder or from any other member of the CBRG. We urge everyone to use this system as it should ensure
earlier production of the Report.

Please bring this matter to the attention of anyone you know who may be submitting records in the future.
Thank you.

STANDARD RECORDING FORM
In completing the form, the following suggestions may be of help:-

1) Always use the Standard Form except for British and Welsh rarities.
2) Use one side only - full descriptions should be written on a separate sheet and attached to the form.
3) Use bold, legible lettering in black ink or type.
4) Always show  a) Date.
b) Location (with either O/S map reference or nearest town/village/landmark).
c) Species (with note of sex & age).
d) Number of birds seen.
e) Other relevant information if necessary.
5) It would help considerably if contributors sent in monthly returns on a regular basis throughout the
year.
6) PLEASE FOLLOW THE SPECIES ORDER (VOOUS) AS USED IN THE SYSTEMATIC LIST
IN THIS REPORT AND GROUP YOUR RECORDS FOR EACH SPECIES IN DATE ORDER.
7) The local significance of some records may not be immediately apparent to the observer. This applies
mainly to common or garden birds (see special note on this subject). Any unusual behaviour, number
or happening should be included as should any anecdote which may be of use in preparing a readable
report.
8) Please send all Clwyd records promptly at the end of the year to reach the County Recorder by January
31st. As mentioned above, amonthly return would be most helpful. Any records received after February
28th. may not be published as the Report has to be ready much earlier in 1991.

N.B. If any reader has Clwyd records for the years 1985/88 inclusive, could they please submit these to
the County Recorder as soon as possible if they have not already done so.

CLWYD RARITIES

The following is a list drawn up by the CBRG and includes species for which breeding records are also
required (marked B). For records of these species, some brief supporting information is required (e.g.
salient points, call or song and behaviour) to enable the CBRG rarity sub-group to arrive at a decision.
It is accepted that some of these records will be for species which are instantly recognisable to most
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observers e.g. avocet or hoopoe and our insistence on a description accompanying these records may
seem unreasonable to the more experienced contributors. Nevertheless, it is felt that a fair system has to
be adopted to overcome inevitable problems that are bound to arise. Records for Clwyd rarities not
supported by such a description may therefore be rejected without discussion. If any person has any
constructive suggestion regarding a more satisfactory method of dealing with these records, please
contact the County Recorder or any member of the CBRG. Similarly, if you have any comments about
the rarity list itself, please let us know.

Black-throated Diver Great Skua

Great Northern Diver Mediterranean Gull
Red-necked Grebe Little Gull

Slavonian Grebe Sabine’s Gull

Black-necked Grebe Glaucous Gull

Sooty Shearwater Roseate Tern

Storm Petrel Black Guillemot

Bittern B Little Auk

Spoonbill Puffin

Whooper Swan Turtle Dove B
Bewick’s Swan Ring-necked Parakeet B
Brent Goose Long-eared Owl B
Bamacle Goose Nightjar B
Mandarin B Hoopoe

Garganey B Wryneck

Smew Woodlark

Velvet Scoter Shorelark

Red Kite B Water Pipit

Marsh Harrier Waxwing

Goshawk B Nightingale B
Osprey Black Redstart B
Hobby B Cetti’s Warbler

Quail B Marsh Warbler B
Corncrake B Firecrest B
Avocet Bearded Reedling B
Little-ringed Plover B Golden Oriole B
Dotterel Red-backed Shrike B
Pectoral Sandpiper Great Grey Shrike
Buff-breasted Sandpiper Chough B
Wood sandpiper Lapland Bunting

Grey Phalarope Twite B
Pomarine Skua Corm Bunting B

Breeding Species For Which Records Required

Great Crested Grebe Dunlin

Greylag Goose Ruff

Teal Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Pintail Sand Martin

Shoveler Rock Pipit

Pochard Yellow Wagtail

Tufted Duck Redwing




Red-breasted Merganser Fieldfare
Goosander Grasshopper Warbler
Ruddy Duck Reed Warbler
Water Rail Hawfinch
Golden Plover
WELSH RARITIES

The following is a list of species regarded by the Welsh Records Advisory Group (WRAG) as

in Wales, records for which MUST be accompanied by a full supporting description. It
recommended that such records be submitted in the manner required by the British Birds Rarit
Committee on their Report Form (reproduced below). The extra guidelines also apply. Any Welsh rari
record riot accompanied by a description will be almost certainly rejected.

Cory’s Shearwater Ring-billed Gull

Great Shearwater Iceland Gull

Purple Heron Richard’s Pipit

White Stork Tawny Pipit

Bean Goose Yellow Wagtail (except flava & flavissima)
Snow Goose Bluethroat

Red-crested Pochard Savi's Warbler
Ferruginous Duck Aquatic Warbler

Honey Buzzard Icterine Warbler
Montagu's Harrier Melodious Warbler
Rough-legged Buzzard Dartford Warbler
Golden Eagle Darred Warbler

Spotted Crake Yellow-browed Warbler
Crane Red-breasted Flycatcher
Stone Curlew Serin

Kentish Plover Common Rosefinch
Temminck's Stint Cirl Bunting
Red-necked Phalarope Ortolan Bunting
Long-tailed Skua

Please SEND ALL WRAG RECORDS TO THE CLWYD COUNTY RECORDER who will pass th ‘
on for consideration.

BRITISH BIRD RARITIES

Any contributor who has discovered a bird which is on the BBRC Rarity List (published from time to
time in British Birds magazine or available from the County Recorder, SAE please) should send in the
record in the accepted and preferred manner as shown below:- .

SPECIES

Number of birds Sex Age
PLACE

DATE(S) of your observation:

Times: Total duration:

Earlier/later dates by others if known:
First & last dates if known:
















































































































































