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If we learn how birds live,
we can make sure
theydo...
Birds are endlessly fascinating - and there is so
much still to discover about the way they behave,
their feeding and nesting habits, their migration
patterns, the ways they are influenced by climatic
changes, pollution, the presence and activities of
man.

The balance of nature is delicate and birds -among the first to be affected by changes - can
often act as an early-warning system for*s",

So it is vital that we learn as much about them as we
can. For fifty years the BTO, a dedicated group of
scientists supported by thousands of amateur

birdwatchers all over the country, has

been keeping a close watch on our
bird populations, collating and

interpreting an immense amount of information for
use by researchers and by government and other
bodies, for the benefit of the birds - and of
ourselves.

Please supporc us in this vital work. lt isn't
necessary to be a bird expert (though you might
become one) and you don't have to be an observer.
The future of our birds and our legacy to future
generations depend on what we do now.

Find out more today!

The British Trust for Ornithology
/)arroa. HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT
Beech Grove, Tring, Hcrts HP 23 5NR. l'el. 014 2E2 3,161. ChanO) 216552
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^ The North ol England's leading suppliers of quatity optics to the
Ornithologist. Focalpoint is run by keen ornithologist-s who understand

your requirements
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EDITORIAL

ft i-c a sreat rnbute to a small but enthusiastic band of dedicated people that this
vears, has finally become areality. I hope that rhe resr ofClwyd's ever increasing ranks ofbird.
*rJ1 regard its appearance as a milestone in Clwyd's modern ornithological
despite irs inevitable errors and omissions it will spur people on to greater
the coming years.

It * ou1d not be corect to allow the past to be forgotten and I woutd like to
Flintshire and Denbighshire Counfy Recorder for many years, who
produced theCounty Reportup to 1984.It was an almost impossible task to keep up themomentum
s o m any more birders submitting records and therefore when Ron decided to
it was considered appropriate to form a Recording Group to carry on the work. It was in May,
therefore, that a meeting was called under the Chairmanship of Mr. Peter Hope Jones, the then
of the Welsh Omithological Society, to which were invited representatives ftom the various
bodies inC1wyd. Themaintaskof themeeting was to appoinr anew
him with the responsibiliry of first producing a 1989 report, rhen a
and thereafter an annual report of the County,s omithology. I accepted the appointment at that
and undertook to follow its directive regarding the preparation of the reports.

The frst task was to form the ClwydBird Recording Group (CBRG) comprising represenrarives
Dees ide Naturalists Sociery, Clwyd Omithological Society, the R.S.P.B. andWrexham Birders
or two independent individuals of
since and a sub-group to consider
omithologists.

As a result, we now have a formai system fo, accepting and consirlering records and I know that
peopie would welcome some guidance on the manner in which these records should be submitted.
and rarity procedures are dealt with elsewhere in the report together with the agreed list of Welsh
Clwyd Rarities. These iists are not final and the CBRG would gladly receive any comments regarding
species which should be added to or removed from the list. Similarly, we know rhar not all the
we have taken this year wilt meet with universal approval and we fully
criticism of the final result. We welcome such discussion on arv
format of the report but it must be said that we will only take
comments.

I hope that you will find the contents of this new sryle publication of interest and that it will be
as the first step towards a more comprehensive and leamed account of the County's avifauna.
possible that in a few years time a Breeding Atlas will be corsidered but whatever the future
the CBRG's intention to continue to strengthen and co-ordinate theundoubted talent which exists within
the County. I know that I can count on the co- operation and participation of all serious ornithologists
during the years to come.

In conclusionl wouldlike to acknowledge th,e help and assistancel have received from many individuals,
in particular the wise counsel received from Peter Hope Jones at the outset. His quiet but persuasive
Chairmanship launched the presenr initiative. I would also like to add my rhan_ks to lvlrs l,ouise Jones,
the Chairperson of the Clwyd Omithological Sociery, who acred as a mosr charming catalystin bringing
the parties together and to her husband, Elvet, who kindly took on the Hon.Treasurer,s task. Also many
thanks to Roger Bagguley and to Ian Higginson for thet superb vignertes but my very special
appreciation must go to Thelma Sykes for her evocative cover design. We are fortunate to have such

high standing within the County. Various meetings have been
rarities has also been forme4 again made up of experienced
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talented artists within the Corurty.

Some of the more obscure Welsh names were a problem but thanks to the advice and assistance of Jolm
Lawton Roberts and Peter Hope Jones this difficulty was overcome.

The article on Dee Estuary Conservationlssues has been submittedbylan Higginson andGlennMorris
has written an interesting account of tlre wintering Black+ailed Godwits, Knot and Dunlin populations
basedonhis observations atConnah's Quay. Ian Spencehas writtenamostinformativeRinging Report.
The weather summary is the work of Geoff Neal, well known for similar articles over the years in the
Spurn Bird Ob,servatory Report. The information he used came by kind permission of Mr. Len Walls of
the Halkyn Weather Station.

To all these Friends of Clwyd we extend our warmest thanks.

Last, but by no means least, I must mention the various organisations that have contributed financially
to theproductionof this Report. TheseincludeClwydCounty Council, DelyrBoroughCouncil, Colwyn
Borough and Glyndwr District Corurcils, Synthite Lrd, British Coal (Point of Air), The Welsh
Ornithological Society, Dee Estuary Conservation Group, Deeside Naturalists Society, Wrexham
Birders and Clwyd Ornithological Society. Our advertisers too,deserve our appreciation; we hope that
they will benefit from their investrnent.

Onbehalf of theCBRG,Iwishto express ourgratefulthanks to all thesebodies andindividuals whohave
helped bring this publication to fruition. We gratefully acknowledge the co-operarion of all those who
havesentintheirrecords this year; withouttheirhelp therewouldnothavebeenaReportandweeamestly
hope tirat their numbers will be swelled next year. If, by any unfornrnate oversigl*, we have omitted any
nameorfailedto creditany organisationthenwe apologisewholeheartedlybutthankthemnevertheless.

On a personal note I would like to record my own app:reciation for the marvellous camaraderie that has
existed throughout the whole year afirongst my CBRG colleagues, Everyone has worked so very hard
to put Clwyd back on the bird map and I an mosr grateful for their unstinting support.

Peter H.Rathbone
County Recorder
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\OTES ON THE SUBMISSION OF RECORDS

It ha-s become very apparent over the last tweive months that the inconsistency of style
rndilidual contributors when submitting theirrecords, has to some degree, delayed
1 989 Report. The enormous amount of painstaking sorting required takes an
and as we are not yet fuliy computerised, we are therefore without an
It is absolutely vital that some standard form of submission must be adopted to reduce the
funre vears and thereby speed up the appearance of the Report.

It is for thisreason that we are enclosing acopy ofaStandardRecording Form and would ask
to use this for their 1990 records and for subsequent years. Further copies are available from the
Recorder or from any other member of the
earlier production of the Report.

CBRG. We urge everyone to use this system

Please bring this matter to the attention of anyone you know who may be submitting records in the
Thank you.

STANDARD RECORDING FORM

In completing the form, the following suggestions may be of help:-

1) Always use the Standard Form except for British and Welsh rarities.
2) Use one side only - fuII descriptiors should be written on a separate sheet and attached to the
3) Use bo1d, legible lettering in black ink or rype.
4) Always show a) Date.

b) t ocation (with either O/S map reference or nearest town/villagelandmark).
c) Species (withnote ofsex & age).
d) Number of birds seen.
e) Other relevant information if necessary.

5) It would help considerably if contributors sent in monthly retums on a regular basis throughout
year.

mainly to cefiunon or garden birds (see speciai note on this subject). Any unusual behaviour,
or happening should be included as should any anecdote which may be of use in preparing a
report.
8) Please send all Clwyd records promptly at the end of lheyear ro reach the Counry Recorder by January
31st. As mentioned above, amonthlyrerumwouldbemost helpful. Anyrecordsreceived afterFebruary
28th. may not be published as the Report has to be ready much earlier in 1991 .

N.B. If any reader has Clwyd records for rhe years 1985/38 inclusive, could rhev please submir rhese to
the County Recorder as soon as possibie if they have not already clone so.

CLWYD RARITIES

The following is a list drawn up by the CBRG and inclu<1es species for which breeding records are also
required (marked B). For records of thcse species, some brief supporting inlormation is required (e.g.
salient points, call or song and behaviour) to enabie rtre CBRG rariry sub-lroup to arrive at a decision.
It is accepted that somc of these rccords rvill be for species which arc instartly recognisable to most

4



observers e.g. avocet or hoopoe and our insistence on a description accompanying these records may
seem urueasonable [o the more experienced contributors. Nevertheless, it is felt that a fair system has to
be adopted to overcome inevitable problems that are bound to arise. Records for Clwyd rarities not
supported by such a description may therefore be rejected without discussion. If any person has any
constructive suggestion regarding a more satisfactory method of dealing with these records, please
contact the County Recorder or any member of the CBRG. Similarly, if you have any comments about
the rarity list itself, please let us know.

Black-throated Diver
Great Northem Diver
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Sooty Shearwater
Storm Petel
Bittem
Spoonbill
Whooper Swan
Bewick's Swan
Brent Goose
Bamacle Goose
Mandarin
Garganey
Smew
Velvet Scoter
Red Kite
Marsh Ha:rier
Goshawk
Osprey
Hobby

Quail
Comcrake
Avocet
Little-ringed Plover
Dotterel
Pectoral Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Wood sandpiper
Grey Phalarope
Pomarine Skua

Great Skua
Mediterranean Gull
Little Gull
Sabine's Gull
Glaucous Gull
Roseate Tem
Black Guillemot
Little Auk
Puffin
Turtle Dove
Ring-necked Parakeet
long-eared Owl
Nightjar
Hoopoe
Wryneck
Woodlark
Shorelark
Water Pipit
Waxwing
Nightingale
Black Redstart
Cetti's Warbler
Marsh Warbler
Firecrest
Bearded Reedling
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Chough
Lapland Bunting
Twite
Com Bunting

B

B
B
B
B

B
B

B

B

B
B
B

B

B
B

B
B
B

B
B

B

B

B

Breeding Species For Which Records Required

Great Crested Grebe
Greylag Goose
Teal
Pintail
Shoveler
Pochard
Tufted Duck

Dunlin
Rufi
I-es:ei Spotted Woodpecker
Sard N'lartin
Rock Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
Redwing
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Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander

Ruddy Duck
Water R.ail

Golden Ptrover

PLACE
DATE(S) of your observation:
Times:
Earlier,4ater dates by others if known:
First & Iast datcs if known:

Fieldfare
Grasshopper Warbler
Reed Warbler
Hawfinch

Total duration:

WELSH RARITIES

The following is a list of species regarded by the Welsh Records Advisory Group (WRAG) as

in Wales, records for which MUST be accompanied by a fuIl supporting description.

recommended that such records be submitted in the manner required by the British Birds

Committee on their Report Form (reproduced below). The extra guidelines also apply. Any
record riot accompanied by a description will be almost certainly rejected.

Cory's Shearwater
Great Shearwater
Purple Heron
White Stork
Bean Goose
Snow Goose
Red-crested Pochard
Fem:ginous Duck
Honey Buzzard
Montagu's Harrier
Rough-legged Buzzard
Golden Eagle
Spotted Crake
Crane
Stone Curlew
Kentish Plover
Temminck's Stint
Red-necked Phalarope
Long-tailed Skua

P1ease SEND ALL WRAG RECORDS TO THE CLWYD COUNTY RECORDER who will pass

on for consideration.

BRITISH BIRD RARITIES

Any conuibutor who has discovered a bird which is on the BBRC Raritl,List (published from time to

time in British Birds magazine or available from the Counry Recorder, SAE piease) should send in the

record in the accepted and preferred manner as shown below:-

SPECIES
Number of birds Sex Age

Ring-billed Gull
Iceland Gull
Richard's Pipit
Tawny Pipit
Yellow Wagtail (except flava & flavissima)
Bluethroat
Savi's Warbler
Aquatic Warbler
Icterine Warbler
Melodious Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Darred Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Red-breasted Flyc atcher

Serin
Common Rosefinch
Cirl Bunting
Ortolan Bunting
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OBSERVER (BLOCK CAPITALS):
Address: Telephone:

Other observers (BLOCK CAPITALS): Who found it?:
Who first identified it?: Who is also reporting it, if known?:
Was it trapped for ringing?: Date, if known: Ringer, if known:
If dead, is it preserved?: Where?:
Was itphotographed?: Photographer & address, ifknown:
Optical aids used: Distance from bird:
Previous experience of species: Experience of simiiar species:
Weather conditions:
Details of trapped bird to be completed by ringer.
Date trapped: Ring number:

NB. If you were the ringer, this report should be submitted via the BTO Ringing office.

DESCRIPTION: Include an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation and a detailed
description ofthe bird(s), preferably based onnotes taken at the time ofthe observationbefore reference

to books. Attach original field notes where available. Attach extra sheets if necessary.

[Enter full description here]

And finally, is this record 100% certarn? Any who disagree?

THE FOLLOWING EXTRA GUIDELINES NIAY BE OF ASSISTANCE:.

1) Do not be too brief in your description of the bird. The fuIlest possible detail is required plus a sketch
if possible. Do not worry if you are not a Tunnicliffe or a Gillmor, a simple drawing with salient fearures
noted at the time will suffice. Insufficient information usually guarantees rejection and please remember
that all decisiors are those of the BBRC and not the CBRG.

2) Ifyou discover aBritishrarity, you should endeavour to obtain atleast one other independentobserver
to submit a record also. This does not mean that ,vou will have to necessarily share the credit but it does
assist the Rarity Committee to arive at a favourable decision.

3) Notes should be written at the time of the sighting and no t after vou have retumed home and consulted
the literatrue. This can often prompt you to remember poLns thar you have not really seen. Take a

notebook with you everywhere you go!

4) Some rarities, seen by many observers, are no! a1*'avs submitted. Everyone leaves itto everyone else.

Submit the record even if you were only one of 20 or -30 people present. Yours might be the oniy record
received.

N.B. A11 the above points apply equally to WRAG records.

BBRC rarity descriptions should be sent to the C1*r d Counry Recorder for onward submission to the
Hon. Secretary of BBRC or sent direct to him. \1r. 11.J, Rogers, Bag End, Churchtown, Towednack,
Comwall, TR2631Z, with a copy to the Counn Recorder plea-se.

BBRC Decisions

During our first year we have received a small number of records for species falling within the BBRC
rariry category and to date we have received decisions on a few. These are tabled below togettrer with
other decisions on records from previous years.
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GreerrishlYarbler. hestatyn. 14th.Mar.1987. Rejected.
Long-billed Dowitcher P.O.A. 12th.Aug.1987. Rejected.
Shod-bi[ed Dowircher P.O.A. 15th.Aug.1987. Rejecred.
StiltSmdpiper P.O.A. 16th.Aug.1987. Rej,octed.
Forster'sTern. Gronant. 20th.Aug.-20th.Sep.1987. Accepted.

(P.D., R.H.H.E., R.H., C.D.R. et al)
Forster'sTern. Gronant. 31st.Aug.-20th.Sep.1987. Accepted.

(P.D., R.H.H.E., R.H., C.D.R. et al)
Red-rumped Swallow. (5 or 7) P.O.A. 26th.Oct.t987. & (4) up to Oct.28rh.

Accepted. (J.C.W.)
Ring-necked Duck.(f.) Rhyl. 8th.l9th.Feb 1988 Accepted. (B.A.H., M.B.H.,
Ring-necked Duck.(f.) Abergele.
Little Egret. P.O.A.
Little Egret. Oakenholt Marsh.

13th.Feb./mid Mar Accepted. (P.D., T.H., E.C.O. et aI)
79 f24th. A\e.7989. Accepted (I.l.H. )
1425th.Sep 1989. Accepted. (N.H., H.B.)

RECORDS OF COMMON GARDEN BIRDS

We have often been asked by contributors whether or not we require every record of the blue
chaffinches, wrens or other common birds that they count in thet gardens each day. The quick
to this is "no" but we hasten to qualify that statement. It is viraliy important that we are able to
astatus picture, right across the County of those species normallyregarded as common andthe
notes may assist contributors how best to submit these records.

Garden Birds
Record the maximum number of birds of all species seen at any one time on a daily basis and submit
montily maxima to the Recorder with location details and any other relevant information. This type of
recording will assist in building up the status and population figure for common species in different areas
of Clwyd.

Walking
When taking a walk record everything you see and hear and send in numbers for each species,
details of location and duration of walk.

Point Counts
This is a census system introduced by the BTO for their recent Breeding Atlas Survey. Select a

of your favourite birding areas, locate these on the appropriate 1:25,000 (2.5 inches/mile)
Survey map. Each sheet is divided into 25 2kmxZkmsquares known as tetrads and your selected areas
willfallwitirinoneof these. Yourcountshouldbecarriedout as close to thecentre of the tetrad aspossible
i.e. thejunction ofthe lkm xlkrn square boundaries. Record all that you see and hear (numbers please)
within a ten minute period. Do this at different times of the year, preferably before midday and it is
suggestedthatyou selectsixplaces withineasyreachofyourhome andcarry outthis surveyonce amonth
for a year. You will certainly find it interesting and you will have the knowledge that you are also
providing useful information for the County.

These arejust some of the ideas which may help those not so experienced to play auseful and significant
part in Clwyd Bird Recording. Maybe even some of the more experienced omithologists within the
County will also be more cognisant of the commoner species and will also submit such records in the
futrue.
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REED WARBLERS IN WALES, 1990 AND 1991

The Corurcil of the Welsh Omithological Society decided, in view of the recent changes in status of the
ReedWarblerinWales, thatitwouldbevaluableto obtainanoverviewof thecurrentstatus of this species
throughout the cormtry.

The basic needs are for a check on all potentially suitable breeding stations for Reed Warbler in each
County and a count of the number of singing birds on at least one occasion during the earlier part of the
bird's breeding season. It would be valuable to have a listing of all the sites visited, together with dates

and results. Perhaps any records could be submitted in the following form for example:

P1ace + Grid Reference Date No. of singing birds.

If anyone has records for Clwyd for 1990 please send to the County Recorder as soon as possible and
he will pass them on to the Survey Organiser, Mr. Peter Hope Jones, or send them direct to Peter at The
Hide, 49, High Street, Menai Bridge, Gwynedd. LL59 5EF. A short report is to be prepared during the
winter and plans will be &awn up for further coverage in 1991.

Your help will be greatly appreciated and all contributions will be acknowledged in the final report.

CLWYD TARGET SPECIES 1991

During the compilation of this repoil, discussion ranged over many topics, some of which were thought
worthy of serious consideration as future projects. One such subject which came up time and time again
was the uncertain status of individual species within the County and it was decided to ask observers to
assist in gathering as much information as possible about specific target birds over a two year period.

The system to be adopted wiil involve the selection of one species for the first two years, and then in the
second year, a fufiher two year study will begin on a different species.This means that after the lust year
rhere will aiways be two species under review.

Observers will be requested to note every occurrence for the target species and to submit sites, dates,
numbers and b,reeding records on a monthly basis tlroughout the year. All suitable habitats in the
observer's chosen area should be thoroughly studied in order to obtain the maximum coverage.

The target bird for 1991 is:
TREE SPARROW Passer montanus

A special monthly recording form is included in tils report.
PLEASE SEND IN ON A REGULAR BASIS TO THE COUNTY RECORDER.

SILVER RIVER BIRD BOXBS

#,s
* Solid, durable bird boxes, built by a bird expert
+ Environmentally / Wildlife enhancing
* Easy fixing and opening for monitoring purposes
r Various designs for a variety of species
* Bat boxes also available
+ Free fixing and sitting instructions with all ordersTelephone:07456 86711

Mr. C.D. Rowley
10 Liwyn OrLn

Gwaenysgor

Rh1

Clwyd LL18 6EL
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1989 WEATHER SUMMARY - M.G. Neal.

January was very mild and dry with maximum temperatures over 3 degrees C above average and wi6
less ttran half the normal rainfall recorded. Winds were predominantly from the south- west, quite oftea
fresh to suong and reaching gale force on the 1lth, l5th and 27th.

February was somewhat wetter with rainfall being almost double the norm for the area. Conversely the
number of hours of sunshine was also above average resulting in a very mild month and maximum
temperatures once again3 degrees C above average. Muchof therecorded"rainfall" fell as sleetor snow,
with snow lying on the lTth and from the 25th to the 27th. Ir was very windy once more, particularly
during the second half of the montfi again predominantly from the south- west.

March continued the trend of above average temperatures but although precipitation was recordedon12
days, the recorded rainfall wasoriy 70Vo of normal. Once again it was fairly windy, reaching gale force
on the 12th (south), 13ttr (north- west) and from the 22nd to the 24th (west to north-west) and there was
snow cover on the 21st.

April began with very light easterly or north-easterly winds and mist or fog for the first six days, with
snow or sleet falling daily from the 2nd to rhe 5th and snow lying on the 5th and 6th. There was another
spell of easterly winds, again only light, from the 16rh to rhe 19rh but otherwise the wind direction was
mostly between north and wes!. It was ralher cold at times, in fact apart from December, April had the
highest lotai ofhours of air frost recorded.

May was mostly fine and sunny with sunshine and temperatures again above average and rainfall below.
The early part of the month was very quiet with iight variable winds, becoming more unsettled during
the second week with snow or sleet on the l lth and 12th. The middle of the month was again fine with
calm conditions from the 16ttr to the 19th fotlowed by a spetl ofeast or south-easterlies. There were
severe thunderstorms on the 23rd, 24th md 25th before the month ended once again on a fine note.

June was also a fine, sunny month wittr generally only light variable winds and about average rainfall,
and Juiy was similar, but with winds predominantly from the wesr or north- west and fog on the 7th and
8rh.

The fine weather continued into August when once again temperatures and surshine hours were slightly
above average with rainfall about normal. The wind direction, almost without exception, was between
north-west and south-west in origin, mosrly oniy light to moderare but stronger on the 10th, 14th, 15Ol
and 20tir.

In terms of average daily wind-speed, September was the quietesrmonth of the year airhough there were
strong conditions on the 5th, 15th, 19th, 20th and 26th and the prevailing wind direction was again west
to south-west. It was a very dry month with only half the average rainfall but it was also less sunny than
usual.

October began quietly with mostly only light winds for rhe first couple of weeks. The second half was
much more unsettled with strong to gale force winds on many days, particularly the 28th to 30th, once
again predominantly from the west or south-west. Bottr rainfati and temperarure were a little above
average with sunlight hours slightly down.

November's weather was fairly typicai for the time of year, being quite changeable at times with strong
1o gale force winds on the 2nd, the 8th to 10*r and the 17th to 19th. The wLnd was principally from the
south or south-eas! particularly in the second haif of the month and there was fairly frequent mist or fog,
especially from the 14th to the 21st.

December was the coldest and wettest month of the year withranfall50To above average (almostdouble
that for 1 988) and only half the average sunshine. The first snow fel1 on the 1 1 th and there was snow cover
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from the 14th to the 16th, while fog was recorded on 7 days. The wind direction was again mainly south
to south-east with sftong to gale force conditions frequent between the 13th and the 25th.

Taking the year as a whole the average maximum temperature was 1.3 degrees C above average, rainfall
wx94.37o and sunlight hours 118.87o. Air frost was recorded on 31 days, compared with an average of
57, lying snow was recorded on only 11 days and fog on71. days. The prevailing wind directions were
westerly, (24.97o),south-westerly, (2l.6Vo) and southerly, (l6.0qa).

AIl weather data quoted refer to Moel y Crio weather station, Halkyn, Clwyd, and averages referred to
are based on information gathered there for the years 1981 to 1988. I am indebted to Mr Len Walls for
making available this data, for whichhe retains the copyright, and for giving his permission to reproduce
ir.

Editors note: In future years it is intended to relate the yearly weather records to some of the more
significant bird movements on a month by month basis.

SYSTEMATIC LIST
OF BIRDS RECORDED IN CLWYD DURING 1989

The following abbreviations are used in the text.
CQR Corurah's Quay Deeside Naturalist's Reserve
DP Deeside Industrial Park Water Meadows
OMR Oakenholt Marsh R.S.P.B. Reserve
POA Point of Air including rhe R.S.P.B. Reserye

RED-THROATED DMR Gaviasrellata TROCHYDD GYDDFCOCH
Passage migrant and winter visitor to offshore waters.
Recorded regularly in small numbers from POA to Rhos Point with 3 records of single birds from the
inner Dee Estuary on the CQR/OMR, 6 at POA on Oct.lst. and Dec.16th. and 12 at Llandulas on
Nov.l2th. and 16th. were the maxima noted.

BLACK-THROATED DMR Gavia arctica TROCHYDD GYDDFDDU
Passagemigrant and wintervisitor offshore, very occasionally recordedon inland waters. Has beennoted
more frequently in recent years probably reflecting greater coverage by competent observers.
Maxima of 5 at Towlm Nov.29th, 4 at Pensarn Dec.9rh and 2 POA Oct.lst and Dec l6th wirh singles
noted in various locations including one at CQR/OMR on Nov.5th and one in summer plumage Rhos
Point Nov.3rd.

GREAT NORTHERN DMR Gavia immer TROCHYDD MAWR
Occasional winter visitor.
Single btds noted at POA Jan.22nd and Dec.16Or and 19rh.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaprus rufficollis GWYACH FACH
A breeding resident and winter visitor.
Well recorded but with breeding nored at only three localities including a pair wittr 3 young at Erddig
Hall Aug 15th. Peak winter counts, 12below Rhuddlan Casrle in -Ian. (no date), 8, DP. Nov.19th, 13 River
Clwyd also Nov.l9th with 14 there Dec.14th. Records received suggest a minimum of 48 birds present
in the County during the 1989 winter but these only covered abour one third of possible suitable sites.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps crisrarus GWYACH FAWR GOPOG
Breeding resident and winter visitor to offshore warers.
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Breeding status is probably under recorded but nesting confirmed at Llyn Gweryd,
Lake, Acton Park and Llyn Helyg. Winter maxima, 41 Towyn - Foryd Jan.8th 9,
Feb.27th,43, KinmelBayMar.4ttrandagainon 12th., 1l,TowynApr.15th,29,Towyn
25, CQR/OMR Nov 4th and 16, POA Dec.16th.

RED.NECKED GREBE
Scarce winter.visitor.

Podiceps grisegena

Only one record of a single bird Pensarn, Dec.9th.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps aruitus
Scarce winter visitor mainly to coastal waters.
2 at POA Dec.26th and 2, CQR/OMR Dec.29th.

F'ULMAR Fulmarus glacialis ADERYN-DRYCIN Y
Breeding residen! summer visitor and passage migrant.
Regularly recorded at five suitable breeding sites within the County

SOOTY SHEARWATER Puffinus griseus
Rare passage migrant.
Two records of single birds, one 13kms. off kestatyn Aug.23rd and the other inshore at Rhyl
represent a good showing for this scarce species.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus ADERYN-DRYCIN
Regular offshore during summer and autumn.
Maximum count of 250+ moving west off Gronant Jun.28th. Also 7, POA Aug.12th, 6, same
Oct.6th and 5 off Rhyl same date. Two notable records of single birds at CQR/OMR
Oct.7th.

STORM PETREL
Occasional autunrn passage migrant.

Hydrobates pelagicus

Only one sighting this year, 2 off Rhyl, Oct.28th.

LEACHIS PETREL Oceanodroma leucorrhoa

Regular autumn passage migrant in varying numbers.
Single at POA Oct.3Oth was the only autumn record. One was noted at CQR/OMR Dec.Z4th;
exceptional winter record.

GANNET Sula bassana

Common passage migrant.Occasional at other times.
Oniy limited records received thereby presenting a somewhatdistortedpicture of true starus. 1 2,
Aug.9th, 20+ POA Aug. i 9th and again Sep. l T*r. 1 2, POA Oct. 1 st, 6 off Rhyl Oct. 28th and 20
Oct.28th.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Common, non breeding visitor.
26 birds showing the characteristics of the Continental race, P.c.sinensis were noted at
Mar.24th. Other main counts were 63, River Clwyd (N.of Rhuddlan) Apr.25th, 93, POA Jun.4th, 1

GronantNov.l2th and 132, CQR/OMR Dec.(nodategiven).Ma.ximum inlandcount,l0,
Feb.19th.

SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Scarce, non breeding visitor.
3 at Rhos Point Feb.12th. Single immature, CQR/OMR Jun 21st and anorher rmmarwe,
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Sep.5th were the only records.

BITTERN Botaurus stellaris
Rare visitor.
A single bird was seen at Hanmer Mere, Nov.5th.

LITTLE EGRET Egrettagaruetta
Rare vagrant.
Single bird, POA Aug. l9tlr-24tir.
One, CQR/OMR Sep.l4th andprobably the same
bird at Oakenholt Manh RSPB Reserve Sep.l4th-16th
and again Sep.20th-25th.

ADERYNYBWN

CREYRBACH

/
CREYRGLASGREY HERON Ardea cinerea

Breeding resident, with 20pairs noted at the largestheronry. There is widespread postbreeding dispersal.
1 1 were at Gresford Flash Oct.2nd andl8 at CQR/OMR Dec.l6th. Recorded throughout the year in the
Clocaenog Forest area but no breeding established. A melanistic bird was seen on a number of occasions
on the Dee Estuary.

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea CREYR PORFFOR
Rare vagrant.
Single juvenile reported at Sealand in late June. (Record submitted to WRAG)

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra CICOMA DDU
Rare vagrant.

Single bird mobbed by Buzzards at Carrog Jul. 14th and again on Ju1.16th, this time being attacked by
a Hen Harrier and a Peregrine. One, presumably the same bird, was seen flying over Denbigh at 16.00
hrs.also on Jul.l6th (These records submitted to BBRC and WRAG).

IIUTE SWAN Cygnus olor ALARCH DOF
Breeding resident.
Recorded in all months on the Dee in the CQR/OMR areas with a maximum of 12 in May. There were
7 at Gresford on Jan.l5th, 16 near the Dee at Holt on Mar. 17th and up to 2il werc present regularly in
the RhylMarine Lake/Clwyd Esruary area from Oct.13th onwards. Druing Nov/Dec.up to 27 were also
present at Shotwick Lake. More than one pair bred in the Ruabon area and a pair with 6 young were
present at Shotton on May 18th. Breeding was also confirmed at Rhuddlan.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus ALARCH Y GOGLEDD
Uncommon winter visitor in small numbers.
There were two juveniles at Llyn Brenig on Feb.13th. Six were seen flying over the River Alyn, near
Gresford, in April and two over Northop on Oct.18rh.

BEWICK'S SWAN Cygnus columbianus ALARCH BEWICK
Regular winter visitor.
A party of 8 with 3 immatures was frequently seen in *re CQR/OMR area in Jan./Feb. In the following
winter, there were records of 33 on Dec.17th, the largest number ever recorded in the localiry, 25 on
Nov.26th and three further records of 1-6 birds in Nov.,/Dec. Four, at Gronant, on Dec. 17th was the only
other record.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brach)'rh1'nchus CWYDD DALCEN-WEN
Regular winter visitor in small numbers.
There were records of birds in flight from the extreme north-east of the Counry during the early days of
the year, with 110 moving east on Jan.1st, 75 fl1,ing west on Jan.3rd and 5 moving in a north,easterly
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dtection on Jan.6th. Two birds were regular atkmer Marsh Farm RSPB Reserve between

Apr.23rd, straying into Clwyd on numerous occasions and probably the same two
recorded on the CQR/OMR area on Mar.2lst. There were records of single birds later in the

the kmer Marsh Farm area, between Nov.25thl30th and on Dec.7th.

WHITE.F'RONTED GOOSE
Uncommon winter visitor.

Anser albifrons

A flock of 9 including 2 immatures was recorded at CQR/OMR onMar.Sth. A juvenile was

Oct.15th.and 7 were reported moving through the Vale of Clwyd on Dec.l.0th.

LESSER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser erytlropus
Rare. Possible escapes.

An unringed bird was present with Canada Geese at Gresford from Jan.21sVMar.2nd and again

Oct.8th- 15ttr.

GREYLAG GOOSE
Uncommon resident in small numbers.

Anser anser

There were 40 near Llanfair Tathaiarn on Apr.2nd, 10 near Holt on Mar.4th and 7 POA on

Singies were recorded at CQR/OMR area on la*22td. Sep.23rd and Oct 15th. A single bird
Gresford Flash from Aug.Tth onwards. Two hybrids were with Canada Geese, also at

during the aururm.

SNOW GOOSE
Rare. hobable escapes.

A blue-phase btd was at Gresford Flash, May 7th./8th.

CANADA GOOSE
Breeding resident and winter visitor.
The largest flock was 200 at Gresford Flash on Oct.l5th.There were twelve records of up to
at CQR/OMR and there were also records of 40-50 turther
Shotwick Lake with a maximum of 176 at Shotwick Lake on Nov.28th. Over 100 were

Wrexham area at Pant 1r Ochain,Llay and Wynnstay Park. Breeding was attempted near

Padeswood and confirmed at Llyn Helyg, Gresford and in the Llandegla and Ruabon areas. There
records of 50-64 near Ruabon later in the year and small numbers at Padeswood, Hanmer Mere,
Reservoir and on the River Clwyd.

Anser caeruIescens

Branta canadensis

Branta bemicla

JUL AUG SEP
54 100 185

OCT NOV
200 90Gresford F.

CQR/OMR

BARNACLE GOOSE
Rare. Probable escapes.

Two at Gresford Flash on Apr.9th.

BRENT GOOSE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
100 100 30 35 5 3

570413170
Branta leucopsis

012i40002

Regular winter visitor in very smail numbers.

One atGresfordFlashin February and adark-belliedindividual atCQR/OMR fromNov.l5th/17th.
at POA on Oct.26th and Nov.14th, with 2 of the paie-bellied race reported at POA on Dec.17th.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadoma
Breeding resident artd very cofilmon estuarine winter visitor.
Winternumbers atFlint Sands/CQR/OMR regularlyreached 300 with500-1000 at
Only 10-20 were recordedregularly on the River C1wyd, alttrough numbers increased from 32

at Rhuddlan Marsh to 80-100 in the summer. 330 were recorded at POA on Jul.5th.There were
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wirh young ar CQR/OMR in July and at least 60 young were raised on the River Clwyd. Two at Llyn
Brenig on Feb.19th was an rmusuai record for this upland locality.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
POA 650 300 24A D4 190 2r2 330 237 360 1279 940 530

cQRloMR 50 25A 200 6? 97 565 r32 26 166 50 200 600

R.CLWYD - 80 100 15 2t 11

MANDARIN Aix galericulata HWYADEN GRIBOG
Uncommon. Likely escapes.

A male at Llangollen on Apr.3rd, 7th. and 26tir appeared to be paired with a female Mallard. It was also

present in Jan./Feb. and a male a[ W].rmstay Park on Jan.9th may have been ttre same bird.

WIGEON Anas penelope CHWIWELL
Fairly common winter visitor.
Regularly present at CQR/OMR in autumn and winter with several counts of 200-400 birds. AIso

recorded in small numbers at POA, Hanmer Mere, Dolwen Reservoir and the River Clwyd.
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN ruL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

cQRtoMR
POA
R.CLWYD

80 240 0
J-

112 tzl

0 0
:

0 8 225 400 100

1162
- -, 3t

280

55

GADWALL Anas strepra HWYADENLWYD
Uncommon winter visitor.
At CQR/OMR there were 5 records of a male on Sep.2nd.,6th.,Oct.16th. and Dec.30th. Also recorded

at Prestatln on May 24ft., POA Aug.14th. and Oct.14th. and at LIyn Helyg on Dec.22nd.

TEAL Anas crecca CORHWYADEN
Rare breeding species.l,ocally abundant and widespread winter visitor.

For a few days in mid-December, 7000 were roosling on Flint Sands and there were 500-2000 present

formuchof the winterperiodatCQR/OMR, the qualifying figure of 1000 forNationallmportancebeing
frequently exceeded. Apart from 84 at POA on Dec.17th. and 70 on the River Clwyd on Dec.3rd., other
winter records wereof smallnumbers (14orless) atShotton Pools, Gronant, Dolwen Reservoir, Gresford
Flash, Sontley, Holt, Erddig Park, Penycae and Hanmer Mere.A pair was seen on the Denbigh Moors
h May.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY ]UN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
CQR/OIVIR 1900 1300 450 64 2 3 2 65 1100 2000 2000 7000

LALLARD Anas platyrhynchos HWYADEN WYLLT
Common breeding resident and abrurdant winter visitor.
ATCQR/OMR, anunusually largeinflux in Aug/Sep. producedarecordcountof 2020on Sep.8th. There

had earlier been a substantial summer presence of over 500 in May/Jun. with apeak of 1287 onJun"24th.
Significant numbers were also recorded at POA and Gronant throughout the year and 70-100 were

regularly present on the sea off Rhyl from mid-September onwards. Good counts for an inland locality
were 195 lan.ZZnd. and 300 Dec.29th. at Hanmer Mere,though several pools in the Wrexham area had

couns of 20-40. Breeding was confrmed at Llyn Helyg, Pant yr Ochain, Gresford Flash, Wrexham,
Ruabon, Towyn and on the River Clwyd.A nest at Rossett had 12 eggs on Mar.29th.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUC SEP OCT NOV DEC
cQR/ OMR 537 748 r32 42 580 1287 730 1300 2020 490 430 830

POA 602 330 165 48 258 550 32 308 661 686 320 598

GRONANTl0 151 86782165146417
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PINTAIL Anas acuta HWYADEN LOSTFAL\-
Internationally important winter visitor to the Dee Esruary.
An influx noted late August feeding on stubble at kner Marsh Farm peaking at 400 on 31st. At CQR'
OMR several thousand were present from early September to Oct.18th. with a count of 10,000 ca
Oct.15th. This is likely to be well over 10 per cent of the European population and perhaps one-third o{
the normal winter population in Britain. They were using Fiint Sands as a low tide roost, whereas b
previous years the River Dee flock has tended to remain on the English side of the estuary at Gaytot
Sands.There were also isolated records of 5,000 in February and 7,000 in December at Flint Sands. Tb
only other records were at POA, with 48 on Jan.13th. arfi 152 on Dec.10th.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula HWYADEN ADDFAIN
Uncommon passage migrant.
No records received this year.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata HWYADEN LYDANBIG
Winter visitor in small numbers.

At CQR/OMR, there were a few records from January to mid- April with a maximum count of 14 crs

Feb.l2th. Birds were also present at rhis locality from September onwards. There were also 10-16

recorded at Gresford Flash and isolated records from POA and the River Clwyd estuary over the same

periods.

RED.CRE-STED POCHARD NCttATUfiNA HWYADEN GRIBGOCH
Rare.Possible escapes.

A pair was seen on the River Clwyd on Feb.l8th. and on the Rhyl Marine Lake, on Feb.28th.

POCHARD Aythya ferina HWYADENBENGOCH
Common freshwater winter visitor.
Numbers on the Rhyl Brickworks Pool increased steadily from 1 1 on Oct.16th. to over 100 by the end

of the year, whilst the highest court at Gresford Flash was 23 on Jan.2Otir. There were 12 at Dolwen
Reservoir on Oct.2lst. and other winter records of very small numbers from POA, Rhos Point, Shotton

Llyn He1yg, Hanmer Mere, Wynnstay Park, Cwm Glas and LIyn Brenig.

TUFTED DUCK Aytirya tuligula HWYADEN GOPOG
Uncommon breeding resident and regular freshwater winter visitor.
Breeding was conftmed at ShottonandonRuabonMoors. Highestcounts attheprincipallocalities were,

50 at Shotton on Oct.4th.and at Hanmer Mere on Dec.26th.,40 at Cresford Flashon Jan.25th., 35 atLlyn
Helyg on Feb.5th.,20 atPantyr Ochain inOctober, 21 atRhylBrickworks Pool and 12 atRuabon inNov./
Dec., 13 at Dolwen Reservoir on Oct.21st., 10 at LIyn Helyg on Apr.7th. and 6 on Rhyl Marine Lake on

Nov.1Oth. Other records were from POA, CQR/OMR, DP, Llay, Llanarmon-yn-Ial and Llyn Brenig.

SCAUP Aythya marila HWYADEN BENDDU
Regular, marine winter visitor.
There were 100-300 offRhyl inJa:r./Feb. and thehighest countof372represents about5 per centofthe
Britishpopulation. There wereT atPOA on Feb.12th. and amale was presenton Rhyl Marine Lake from
Apr.6th./19th. Much smaller numbers were also present off the coast from Oct.-Dec.Inland, there was

a female at Gresford Flash from Feb.16ttr./26th.

EIDER Somateria mollissima HWYADEN FWYTHBLU
Uncommon, marine winter visitor.
A female was on the River Clwyd Estuary from Jan.21st,/ Apr.6th. and there were 3, fuflher west, at

Llandulas on Dec.6th.
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LONG.TAILED DUCK
Uncommon, marine winter visitor.
On the north coast, there were 3 off Llandulas
Jan.8tlr, and two winter plumage males onlar.22nd
and a single on Jan.28th. One observer reported a

summer plumaged male at Llandulas on Feb.4th
and on the following day, a male in winter
plumage at the same location. A female
was also recorded at Llandulas on Dec.2nd.

There was an inland record from Gresford
F1ash on Dec.18th.

Clangulahyemalis HWYADENGYNFFONHIR

COMMON SCOTER Melanittanigra MOR-HWYADEN DDU
Abundant marine winter visitor.
Very large numbers occur in winter on the sea between Colwyn Bay and Rhyl. Notable counts were of
1635 between Rhyl and Llandulas on Jan.8th, 600 offTowyn on Apr.19th., over 1000 off Pensam on

Sep. 17th. and 1735 between Towyn and Llandulas in March. The area is of National Importance with
up to 5 per cent of the British winter population. SmaIIer numbers are seen as far east as POA with a

maximum of 42 there on Apr.13th.

SURF SCOTER Melanittaperspicillata MOR HWYADEN YR EWYN
Rare American vagrant.

A male was seen by many observers at Llandulas from the beginning of the year until Mar.3rd. It was

recorded there again on Ju1.30ttr. and on four occasions in NovlDec.

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca MOR HWYADEN Y GOGLEDD
Uncommon marine winter visitor.
3 off Persam on Jan.l6ttr, 10 at Llandulas on Nov.15th. and one at POA on Jan.8th. and Oct.18th.

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clanguia HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR
Fairly common and widespread winter visitor.
19 recorded at POA in Jan.(no date), 8 on River Clwyd Feb.19th, 7 at Llyn Cyfynwy Mar.l8th. with 4
atShotton Pools andRhyl Brickworks Pool onthe same date. All other Jan/Apr. records were of l-3 birds
only, at CQR/OMR, Padeswood Pool, Gresford Flash Holt, Hanmer Mere, Cwm Glas, Ruabon, Llyn
Helyg, Llyn Brenig, Pendinas and Rhyl Brickworks Pool. First autumn arrivals were a single at Rhyl
Marine Lake Oct.l8th. and 3 at CQR/OMR Oct.29th. There were records of 5-8 birds in November at

these locaiities and at Llandulas and the Clwyd Esruary, but the highest count was of 25 on Rhyl Marine
Lake, and 25, Pensam on Dec.l6th. Also recorded at POA, Gresford Flash, Hanmer Mere and LIyn
Brenig.

SMEW Mergus albellus LLEIAN WEN
Uncommon winter visitor.
A female or immature was present on Rhyl Marine Lake on April 6th./7th.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator HWYADEN FRONGOCH
Rare breeding resident and common marine winter visitor in small numbers.

Breeding was confirmed at one locality on the River Dee by the presence of a family party with at least

5 young in JufAug. Like Common Scoter, these are permanent winter residents off tire north coast but
in much smaller numbers. There were no records of more than 34 birds on the sea (Mar.12th.) and the

highest counts carne from the River Dee off Mosryn with 20 on July 23rd. and Rhyl Marine Lake with
19 on Apr.6*r and 18 on Oct.25l26th. There were frequent wintcr records of up to 10 birds at POA and
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- -l iuds carried up the River Dee as far as Connah's Quay at high tide.

GOOSA}-DER Mergus merganser HWYADEN
Breedrrg resident in increasing numbers. Also winter visitor.
There were rwo, possibly three cases of confirmed breeding in the Denbigh area (8 eggs

2 adults with 21 young on Jun.14th). Birds were also present during the breeding season at
12 in May and 20 in July and on the Dee, Clwyd and Ceiriog rivers. Other records were of
DolwenonDec.9th,9 ontheRiverClwydDec.3rd,9 ontheRiverDee atTrevor, Sep.Ilth,8
Dec.21st, 8 at Hanmer Mere lan.15th-22nd,7 at POA Oct 15th,7 River Clwyd, RhuddlanApr
single females at CQR/OMR Oct.28th. and Llandulas Jar.ZZnd.

RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis

Rare breeding resident and fairly common freshwater winter visitor.
Thehighestcountwas of2? atHanmerMereonDec.26th.Therewererecords during the

from Llyn Helyg, May 30t[ Jun.12th. and Jul.l5t]u the Denbigh Moors May 2nd. and
where there were up to 5 between Mar.l4th and May 18th, but breeding was not proven. Singles
Oct. at DP, Gresford Flash and Wrexham.

RED KITE Milvus milvus
Occasional visitor to the County, usually birds of theyear dispersing from b,reeding areas

Two records received,a bird flying east over l-oggerheads Country Park, Jul.7th. and one
Ruabon area Aug.22nd.

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Scarce breeding species and winter visitor.
No definite evidenceofbreedingnoted this year, butbirdspresentinsuitablehabitatApr.
May 1st,9thand16th., Jun.9th. andJul.17th. One observercommentedthatthebirdsarenow
in *re Ruabon area than hitherto. Other records, on Sep.9th., Nov.5th. and 19th. from the
at Llanasa, CQR/OMR and Gronant respectively,

MARSH HARRIER
Scarce passage migrant.

Circus aeruginosus

Only one spring record from POA on May 24th.n5rh.

GOSHAWK
Rare breeding resident.

Accipiter gentilis

No breeding reported but a pair observed displaying in Clocaenog Forest area, Mar.29th. where
have been observed throughout the year. Other records, Ysceifiog Feb.5th, Cefn Mar.25th,
Moors Apr.8th. and 15th., female Pwllglas "flying south" Aug.6th. and female Cilcain Apr.9th.
records from CQR/OMR Sep.4ttr., Prestatyn Sep.1 lth, and POA Sep.19ttr.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Common and widespread breeding species throughout Clwyd.
Successful breeding reported from Ruabon Moors and reported as regular in Rhyl, Dyserth,
yn-Ial asrd Nercwys areas tfuoughout the year. Many records of single birds from a wide variety of
& inland locations, e.g. POA, Llanferres, Marford Quarry, Llyn Brenig arLd Clocaenog Forest. One
feeding on Grey Wagtail on Mar.24th.

BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Common and widespread breeding resident in upland areas.

Successful breeding reported from World's End, Horseshoe Pass and Llanarmon-yn-Ia1. One
Nercwys onMar.l9th wherenormally "rare".5 soaring together, Pwllglas Feb.15th. 6 atMoel
May 3rd, and 1 Dolwen, Dec 9th. Lowland records from CQR/ON{R *,here 3 on Sep.i7th., was only
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fourthrecord for the locality and 5 together on Sep.1Oth.at Gwysaney where possible breeding had been

noted. Present all year at Llyn Brenig/Clocaenog Forest.

OSPREY Pandion haliaerus GWArcH Y PYSGOD
Rare spring and autumn passage migrant.
Mostrecords were from [JynBrenig where 2 on Apr.16th.and asinglebirdonMay 9th. Auruflrnpassage
was noted on S ep.23rd. and Oct.i6th, single birds on each occasion. Elsewhere there was a single over

Moel Famau, Apr.7th. and another following the River Alun near Llanarmon-yn-Ial Apr.9th. Two
probables reportedby fishermen atTy Mawr Reservot near Wrexham Aug.16th.as "two birds of prey,

like herons but definite birds of prey, wings combed at ends, circled for several minutes over reservoir

close to water sometimes, black and white, eventually off to south".

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus CUDYLL COCH

localiy common b,reeding resident.

Enjoyed a good breeding year with many successful nests including Horseshoe Pass, Ruabon Moors,

Pwllglas, Clocaenog Forest. One nest reported near River Clwyd, Rhyl.

HOBBY Falco subbuteo HEBOG YR EGEDYDD
Uncommon passage migrant.
Single bird seen hunting insects on slopes of Moel Famau,above Cilcai4 Aug.Tth' also single, Prestatyn

late in month (no date).

MERLIN Falco columbarius CUDYLL BACH
Scarce breeding resident and winter visitor.
Breeding confined to specific moorlard locations but a decline in numbers noted during 1989 season.

Regutarly recorded in winter at POA, Talacre and CQR/OMR with an interesting record for Presmryn

town centre Sep.14th. Recorded throughout the .vear at Clocaenog Forest.

PEREGRINE FaJco peregrinus HEBOG TRAMOR
Resident b,reeding species.
Very well established in ttre Counry having rerumed !o ma:ry of its former breeding sites. Seen regularly
on Ruabon Moors and Clocaenog Forest. Frequentlr' recorded in the winter from POA, CQR/OMR,
Llandulas and Sealand.

RED GROUSE Lagopus lagcpus GRUGIAR
Breeding resident typical of heather moors although it is suspected that numbers are declining.
On Ruabon Moors census figures remain constant through io \larch but the breeding season was a
disaster due perhaps to the dryness of the moor. The aurum narimum of 88 birds was the lowest in 12

years of study. The first chicks of the season *'ere seeir -\1ar' I 1 sr, t* o or three days old. Two contributors
noted that numbers were much reduced on the Llandeg'a -\{cors and L1,vn Brenig respectively. Other
records were of small numbers from Moel Famau. \1ar.19:r. -l Pont Cwm Pydew, May 17th., Carrog

Quarry, Apr.30th. andLlynCyfynwy area, N1ar.lsih. arC Oct.l0th. Recorded as unusual, butnoted
ttroughout the year at Clocaenog Forest

BLACK GROUSE Tetrao ietnr CRUGIAR DDU
Scarce breeding resident.
Despite the general deciine throughout \\'aies ro change Ln status noled 1ocal1y. Five contributors
submitted reports involving four separate sites a:ic lekmg *'as noted at t*'o of tlLese. Max.6 birds at one

site Jan.lst. with displaying males seen in the \Ioe1 Famau area on N{ar.5th. and Apr.lst. and 30th. Also
recorded from LlynBrenig area and Clocaencs Foresi *here also'declining'.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectons rufa PETRISEN GOESGOCH
Rare breeding resident.
2 between Graigfechen and Llandegla Apr.-lth. and one sune location Jul.25th. Regularly breeding at
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Marford Quarry but nest desrroyed by dogs.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix PETRISP(
Scarce breeding resident.
Recorded from Ruabon Moors,where 2 M ar.27 th, pair Moel-y-Parc, Apr. 12th., 2, Llanasa, May tr 6*
5, Bodoryn, Jul.4th, 3, Towyn, Oct.28th and Nov.28th.,same sire. At coastal sites, l0 recorded ar Cet
indicating breeding and a female with l0young at OMR, Jut.20th. Winterrecords 4, p.O.A., Jan.30d:_
1 present Kirurerton,Feb.26th.4, CQR/OMR Jan.3lst. and 2, pOA, Nov.19th.

QUAIL Commix coturnix SOFLLAR.
Possibly a scarce keeding slunmer visitor and passage migrant.

In common with the rest of Britain, 1989 proved to be r
good year for this species in Clwyd. There were records

from widely scattered localities. One contriburo.r
reported the birds near Llanarmon-yn-Ial lare
May/early June in barley and rough gazmg.

Other records, Melidan, early June and World's
End, Nr.Liangollen Jun.4th. in bilberry/ling, RhyL
Jun.Tth & 14th. AIso from Gronan! Jun.6th, 14&

and 20th in barley, Kimnel lodge Jun.21st, Gronanr
Jul"Tth and Newtown Forest, Ruabon Moors Aug.15rh
in bracken /bilbenyling. Between Rhuddlan/Abergele

Jun.1529th. and Cwm, June 26th. Heard catling throughout June & July at Sealand where female seen
with brood, 8 birds in all, in grazed pasture. Single bird calling at Llansilin, Jul.23rd.

PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus FFESANT
Locally common keeding resident.
Obviously an under recorded species.Only thirteen records submitted with a maximum of 15 birds,
Dec.9th at Rhuddlan.

LADY AMHERST'S PHEASANT Ckysolophus amhersriae FFESANT y FONESIG
AMHERST

Introduced breeding resident.
A feral population is established at Halkyn near Holywell, but only one record of a male Nov.15th. was
submitted.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaricus RHEGAN y DWR
A scarce winter visitor and possible breeding resident.
Only one record submitted from Padeswood near Mold Jan.lst. and two from pOA, Oct.l4th. and
Oct.28th. Single at Abergele in Jan.(no date). Possibly overlooked in suitable areas.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus IAR DDWR
Locally common b,reeding resident and winter visitor.
Many records submitted from all suitable sites. Maximum recorded, 22, Abergele park Oct.16th. Winter
records from coastal sites including Rhyl, Rhuddlan, Abergele and Ruthin.

cooT Fulica atra cwTIAR
Locally common breeding resident and rvinler visitor.
Recorded throughout the year from various sites. Maximum 100 at panryr-Ochain pools January.
Occasional birds seen at coasral sites e.g. CQR/OMR.
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OYSTERCATCHER Haemaropus osrralegus PIODEN y MOR
S.'arce breeding resident and abundant winrer visitor.
\laximum count of 17,000 between POA and Ffynongroew on Sep. lTth with 3,200 ar CeR/OMR mid
Nov and 800 plus at Llandulas Sep. 10th.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius CWTIADTORCHOG BACH
Rare summer visitor and passage migrant.
Breeding confirmed at one sire. First seen at Gresford Flash Mar. 3rd with scattering of sightings at
various locations until last at Cwm GIas, Johnstown, on Jul. lSttr.

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticuta CWTIAD TORCHOG
Resident breeding in small numbers and passage migrant.
15 pairs reported in the Gronant to POA area. Maximum count was 530 at pOA on Aug. 27th followed
by 22? from CQR/OMR to Gronanr on Sep. 17rh and 58 Foryd on Oct. 22nd.

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis tulva CWTIAD AUR y MOR TAWEL
\rery rare vagrant. One reported on Oakenholt -\1arsh Resen,e on Jul. 23rd. [Record with full description
submitted to BBRCI.

GOLDEN PLOVER Plulialis apncaria CWTIAD AUR
Scarce breeding resident and winter visitor.
Maximum count of 150 in Shotwick Fields on Jan 2,5lh * i.r l0 at CQR/OMR on Nov. 18th and 30 pOA
Nov. 12th.

GREY PLOVER Pluvial:s squararola CWTIAD LLWYD
Winter visitor and passage migrant to coasral sites.
Scattering of low number records wirh marimurrs of 70 POA Jan. 23rd, 85 there Oct. l5th and 90, Oct.
16 plus 11 Foryd Nov. 21sr.

LAPWING Va--.e.]:s r ar:e1lus CORNCHWIGLEN
Breeding resident, passage migrant and rr irrei i r'r:or.
A total of between 2,0m-2$00 was frequeniir Frese:: ar CeR,iO-\{R in winter months. Also similar
number at Rhuddlan Marsh Nov.24th, Indicariors r: a declne Ln breeding numbers probably as a result
of changes in agricultural practice.

KNOT CaL*., --r:.::-s pIByDD yR ABER
Passage migrant and winter visitor to coasral i(xa--.r:.
Peak countof 25,000 at POA on Dec. 17rh * hrch p:i- :::-,, ;r rlr e d :lflux of non Dee birds. Other counts
were 4,500 at POA in Nov. and 2,500 ar CQR O_\IR ::. \f .r 9r.r.

SANDERLING Caiii:s :-:a pIByDD yTyWOD
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
Numbers of National Importance to rhe Gron:r:-K--::.el Bar,region with totals building up to 700 at
Gronant on Dec. 17th and 176 Kinmel Bar s;::.e ;.:,,. -{--io 350 at Rhyl Oct. 28*r, 2g2 Llandulas Jan.
8tir and 150 River Clwyd Esruary Jan. lls:.
LITTLE STINT Ca.:J:is mrnuta pIByDD BACH
Scarce passage migrant.
Usually found in small numbers on au:r'-:.,i p;s-iage. No records received for this species.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Caiidris femrginea pIByDD CAMBIG
Scarce autumn passage migrant.
Poor showing with only two records oi -l i-.uils ar POA JuL l5th and 2 there on Aug. 2nd.
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PURPLE SANDPIPER
Winter visitor to rocky coasts.
Maximum of 21 at Rhos Point on Dec. 18th. Several exceptional records for Dee Estuary with 1

Mu.22rd, and four records of singles at CQR/OMR from Oct. l5th-Nov. 23rd.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Passage migrant and common winter visitor.
Recordedeverymonth atPOA with25 in Jun., peakautunrncountof 1,000 andwinter
at same place in Dec. Elsewhere 2,500 at the CQR/OMR in Feb. and 1,500 in Dec. plus l, 100 ar
on Nov 12th. and 300 Foryd Nov. 30th.

RUT'T
Passage migrant.

Philomachus pugnax

Maximum of l 9 at CQR/OMR on Au g. 25 th with a total of nine records between Aug. 3rd and Nov.
Earliest date was Mar. Tth at POA with further sightings there on seven dates in Apr.-May and
on Sep.4th and 29th. Also 2 River Clwyd Mar. 12th.

JACK SNIPE Lyrnnocryptes minimus GIACH
Scarce migrant and winter visitor.
One present throughout the winter at Gronant and 3 on Mar 5th. with 1 reported at Gronant on the
dare of Jul 7rI.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Rare breeding passage migrant and winter visitor.
No breeding records received this year. Maximum count of 106 in Gronant region on Mar. 6th with
again there Nov. 12ttr. Also 39 Gronant Mar 5 and23 at Glan y Wern on Apr. 2nd. Recorded in
at Clocaenog Forest.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusricola
Scarce breeding resident and winter visitor.
Roding birds seen at Mostyn, LIyn Helyg, Moel Findeg, Pwllglas with a pair and 3 young at
on May 23rd. Noted in winter at Clocaenog Forest and 5 birds seen at Gronant Dec. 10th.

Calidris maritima

Limosa limosa RHOSTOGBLACK-TAILED GODWIT
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
Numbers of Intemational Importance at
CQR/OMR with 800- 1,000 beginning
ofyear and again 1,000-1,500 atyear
end. Scarce elsewhere with 20 POA
Dec. 13th and 2 Rhuddlan Marsh
Jul. 10th.-1lth. One CQR/OMR
Aug.20th.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica RHOSTOG GYNFFONFRITH
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
Small numbers recorded throughout year at POA with highest counts of 28 in Apr. and 29 in Nov. Up
to 32 birds at CQR/OMR in May.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus COEGYLFINIR
Passage migrant.
Ftst seen at POA on Apr. 3rd with maximum 32 River Clwyd above Rhvl on \1a1, 3rd and 13 pOA nexr
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day.24, Trevelyn Meadows heading north, Apr 4th. In autumn nored ar pOA on Jul. 9th with 5 late
passage birds River Clwyd on Oct. 10ttr.

CURLEW Numenius arquara GYLFINIR
Breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Largest numbers noted in winter and during
autufirn passage as numbers build up in coastal areas during Jui.
Countof 1,400atPOAonSep. lTthwith824berweenFlintCastleandGronantonFeb. 12th.plus 1,300
at POA during February.

SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus pIByDD COESGOCH
Passage migrant and scarce overwintering visitor.
Numbers of National Importance at the CQR/OMR with 20 there early Jan. and 28 on Sep. 6th. Other
records of 1-2 birds at POA from Jul. 23rd-Dec. 13th.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus pIByDD COESGOCH
Breeding resident and common winter visitor.
The Welsh side of the Dee Esruary is of International knportance for this species. Maximum of 2,422
hom FlintCastle to Gronanton Feb. l2thwith 1,400 POA Aug.20thand 1,600 atCeR/OMR Sep. 17th.
Also 383 on River Clwyd Estuary in Mar., 310 Rhuddlan Marsh Apr. 9th and 236 there Nov. 20th

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis pIByDD y GORS
Rare vagrant.

One reported River Clwyd north of Rhuddlan on Aug. 22nd. [Record submitted to BBRC].

GREENSHANK Tringa nebulmia pIByDD COESWERDD
Passage migrant.
Maximum of 16 CQR/OMR Sep. 9rh and 15rh. AIso 1 1 POA Sep. 17th with up to 8 on ttre River Clwyd
in August and September.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus pIByDD GWRYDD
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
A total of 26 records for year at CQR/OMR w'irh maximum ol 3 Aug. 28*r. Singles at padeswood Jul.
15ttr, Aug. 4th and 20*r, Sep .29th and Nov. 19uh. One Singrer euarry l{ar. 3rd and anorher Aug.4th
with 1 near Pant-yr-Ochain Mar. 29th. One POA lan. 9rh and largesr roral of 11 ttrere Sep. 14th. AIso
3 on River Clwyd JuI. 17th and 6 Rhuddlan \{arsh Jul. 30ih,

WOOD SANDPIPER Tnnga gtareola pIByDD y GRAEAN
Scarce passage migrant.
Only records were one at CQRiOMR on Sep. 21nd and one on 2:1th.

COMMON SANDPIPER Aciri-s npc.eucos pIByDD y DORLAN
Passage migant and summer visitor.
No breeding records received. A scatterLng oi sig:,:ngs xirh maximum of 22 River Ciwyd north of
Rhuddlan Jul. 10tt1 12 CQR/OMR JuI. 25th and 5 POA \fa1,4r,h.

TURNSTONE .\enana rnrerpres CWTIAD y TRAETH
Winter visitor.
More common than perhaps realised arouid roskr' locaiities between Rh,vl and Rhos point with very
small numbers elsewhere along the coasr. A ma:.unum of :13 1 Llandulas area Jan. 8th, 190 Foryd Apr.
12th,403 Llandulas Nov. 12th and 240 Rhos cn Sea Dec, 2nd.

GREY PHALAROPE Phalaropus tulicarius LLYDANDROED LLWYD
Passage migrant.
One at POA on Oct. 17th is a typical record lor rhis pelatic species.
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POMARINE SKUA Srercorarius pomarinus SGIWEN FRECflJ
Uncommon passage migrant.
One recorded at POA Ju1.15th followed by one CQR/OMR Jul. 30th and 2 there Oct. 6th.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus SGMEN Y GOGLEDD
Passage migrant in small numbers.
Maximums noted at POA during aurumn were 5 Aug. 19tlL 8 Aug. 27th, 6 Aug .ZBth,lZ on Sep. 8rt"
6 Oct. 1st and 6 Oct. 7th. An additiona.l I 1 bird records were received which included one Llandulas Sep-
5th and 2 CQR/OMR Jul.30th.

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua SGIWEN FAWR
Uncommon passage migrant.
The only record was one POA on Sep.2nd.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus GWYLANMOR
Y CANOLDIR

Scarce vagrant.

Single adults Foryd, Rhyl Mar. 4th and Jul. 10th with a lsr summer bird at POA Jut. 1lth plus other
singles there May 7th, Aug. 2nd and 30*r and Sep. 3rd as well as adult Foryd, Rhyl lare October.

LITTLE GULL Larus minurus GWYLAN FECHAN
Scarce passage migrant.
Seldom seen in the county despite big numbers at Seaforth Nature Reserve. lst summer singles at
Gronant Beach mid Apr. and Jun. 7th and Foryd, RhyI Mar. 4th plus one Gresford Flash Apr. 28th and
an immature CQR/OMR May 5th.

SABINES GULL Larus sabini GWYLAN SABINE
Rare vagrant.
Two sightings of a 1st summer plumaged adult observed from boat 13 kms north of Prestatyn on Aug,
23rd and26rh.

BLACK HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus GWYLAN BENDDU
Common breeding resident and winter visitor.
Reportedly increased numbers at coastal sites during winter months. A maximum of 3,900 at Gronant
Jar:..27th.

RING-BILLED GULL Larus delawarensis GWYLAN FODRWYBIG
Rare American vagrant.
There *,ere two records. An adult seen at Flinr on Oct. 26th and a 2nd winter bird at Kimnel Bay Nov.
19rh.

COMMON GULL Larus canus GWYLAN y GWEUNYDD
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
Biggest concentration was 6,700 at Gronanr Jan.27th followed by 3,000 pOA Aug. 20th, 2,500 there
Jan. 20th and 1,200 Llandulas Dec. 15th

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus tuscus GWYLAN GEFNDDU LEIAF
Breeding resident and passage migrant.
There were 20-plus present at Shotwick Lake on Sep. 14th.

HERRING GULL Larus argenrarus GWYLAN y PENWAIG
Abundant breeding resident and passage migrant.
Brceding extended to rooftops in Colwyn Bay, Rhyt and Prestatlm. A lrellowJegged bird was present
at POA on Mar. 24th and Gronant two days later.
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ICEL.{\D GL LL La:us giaucoides G\\'\-L.{\ \'R. ARCTIG
Sca;ce * 1;1191 r i511s1.

A recorci of a 3rd sununer brd at Foryd Jun. 25rh, Jul. 1 0rh- 1 lrh and another off pensam Sep. irh,
GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus GWYLAN y GOGLEDD
Scarce winter visitor.
An adult presenr at Gronant Jan. l5th, Feb. 5th, Mar. 4th and again in Apr wirh one pOA Apr. iOth and
ar adulr ar Flint Nov. 7th.

GREATER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus GWYLAN GEFNDDU FWYAF
P:-ssage migrant and winter visitor.
Seen throughout theyear on coasts andoccasionally inland. Maximum noted was 157 atGronanton Jan.
l7rh.

KITTIWAKE Rissa nidacryla GWYLAN GOES DDU
Passage migrant.
Regulary seen offshore with a sca$ering of coastal records of l-5 birds. Highest counts recorded were
156 POA Oct. 1sr with 73 there Oct. 28th, Also 12 Foryd May 24th, 6 off Rhyl Aug.2Tth and 10 Foryd
Ocr.22nd.

SANDWICH TERN Srerna sandvicencis MORWENNOL BIGDDU
Common passage migrant.
Apparently seen in reduced late summer numbers at its favourite Gronant and pOA haunts, but still
recorded there inhundreds. Very early record of 1 off Rhyl Mar.23rd wittrnextpOAon Apr. lgttr, totals
building up there ro 500 Ju1. 23rd atd 600 in late August with 93 Rhos point Aug. l4th and 120 Grcnant
Oct. 16th.

COMMON TERN Srema hirundo MORWENNEL GYFFREDIN
Common passage migrant and b,reeding summer visitor.
Firstrecord2 atPOAMay4thwithpeaklassaee rhere of 1,2iJ Aug.5th. Maximurncountof 100atCeR/
OMR mid August. No breeding recorCrs re r:-\,er 'tiris vear tom it: Sho::on Steelworks sforghold.
ARCTIC TERN Srer,a paradisaea MOI(WENNOL y GOGLEDD
Uncommon passage migrant. Has b'red in prer.ious r ears.
Fewer seen than previous species, Nctec at POA iro:-;t lul. ilst-Aus. gth witir c120 present Jui. 21st
reduced to 6 Aug. 8th. AIso 2 Gronan: -.iu.r, -_::h.

LITTLE TERN Sterra arbrirors MORWENNOL FECHAN
Passage migrant and b,reeding summer visitor.
A good nesting seasonreported ar rhe Gronanr colonr, r,, irh 5,_5 pairs raising 70_p1us fledged young. Late
summer maximum of 348 Gronanr Jul. 21st u.irh a peak ol ll0 pOA Aug. 5th. Also c30 ar'CeRTOMR
Jun. 9th.

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger CORSWENNOL DDU
Uncommon passage migrant.
Just one record of a single on the River Cl*.r d ber* een Rhyl and Rhuddlan Oct. 14th.

GUILLEMOT Lria aalge GWYLOG
Regular visilor to coastal waters.
Seen all year with maximums noted 63 Llardulas Ocr. 19tir aad 22 pOA Oct .6th and 19 there Oct. 2gth.

AUK SP Aicidae sp CARFIL Sp
A total of 100 unidentified auks nored ar pensarn Oct. 21st.
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KEY TO PLACES NUMBERED ON MAPt

I Cilcain
2 Connah's Quay
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6 Hanmer Mere
7 Uanddulas
8 Uanfair Talhaiam
9 Llangollen
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RAZORBILL Alca rorda
Smail numbers occasionally recorded offshore.
There * ere 4 Liaadulas Feb. 2nd, 10 POA Sep. 24th and 17 there Oct. 28th with 15 Rhyl

PLFFN Fratercula arctica
RareLy seen offshore.
Oniy record was 2 off Rhyl on Oct. 31st which is a good record for the counry.

WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus
Abundant breeding resident.
Well distributed throughout the county wilh a maximum of 1,000 feeding on clover near
Jan. 20ttr as well as large numbers feeding on acorns at Llangollen in Sep. and 500 to roost in
above Penycae Jan. 28th.

STOCK DOVIi
Fairly common treeding resident.
A total of 20 records received predominately from Eastern and coastal regions. Bred Baliswood
Pit and Ruabon. Ma-ximum counts in winter months of 50 at CQR/OMR Jan .26th afi26
17rh.

COLLARED DOVE
Common breeding resident.

Sheptopelia decaocto

Again recorded mainly from Eastern and ccastal regions. An early nest at Gresford with eggs
3rd. Maximum of 45 at Home Farm, Ruabon, on Dec. 28th.

TURTLE DOVE
Scarce summer brreeding visitor

Streptopelia turtur

Only four records. A pair at Boras Airfield May 25rh and singing near Horsley Jul. 25*r while 2
east over POA Jun. 1 lth and a single bird Wrexhan Trading Estare JuI. 20th.

CUCKOO
Common breeding summer visitor.
Recorded on over 50 occasions throughout the county. First of Spring at Penycae Apr. 2lst and a
of 17 sightings at CQR/OMR from Apr. 23rd-1u1.24th.

BAR\ OWL Tyto alba TYLLUAN
Breeding resident.
Recorded in sma"ll numbers with three records of breeding near Buckley, Penymynydd and
(although these may be same birds). Present in Clocaenog Forest throughour lhe year and a
of other sightings throughout the County.

LITTLE OWL
Breeding resident-
Distributed tlroughout the County and more frequently recorded than following species.
confirmed at Mold and Pwllglas with pairs recorded at Tanyfron, Buckley, Erddig and Sontley

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Breeding resident, possibly under recorded.
At Bradley a nest was built four feet from the ground; while a nesl was found on the ground at
Fammau in a conifer wood. Also three nest box broods ringed Clocaenog Forest.

LO\G-EARED OWL
Rare resident.

Asio otos

Rccorded from Clocacnog Forest with thc only other rccord being one near Tremerchion Feb. 11th.
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r:HORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus TYLLUAN GLUSTTwu',i -nrer visitor, passage migrant and possible breeder.
.-r rLrd seen quartering a young plantation at Moel Famau on May 29th is thought to have bred in the area.
i ellets from one or possibly two birds wintering on Ruabon Mountain betweJn Jan .29th and late March
.-iowed they were mainly feeding on thrushes. Other records from a wide area.

\IGHT.IAR Caprimulgus europaeus TROELLWR MAWR
Scarce breeding summer visitor.
A total of 13 "puning" males recorded at an undisclosed site in the County. Birds noted ar three other
separate sites.

SWIT'T
Common breeding summer visiror. 

Apus apus G*ENN,L DDU

First bird seen at POA on Apr. 25th wirh 3 *re following day at Berwyn Holt, Llangollen, and widespread
by May 5th. Biggest concentrarion was 70 at Oakenholt during May with last sighting on Sep. l grh at
Llanansa. Over 100 pairs bred in Mold area.

RING-NECKED PARAKEET psiuacula krameri PARACIT TORCHOG
.{ single bird recorded from Finger post gutter, Inner Marsh Farm, on Sep. 20rh.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis GLMS y DORLAN
Fairly common breeding resident.
Recordedon 80 occasions from a wide area. Theremains of akingfisher, apparentlykiiled anddiscarded
by a bird of prey, were found in a hayfield ar Ruabon on Jun. 17th.

GREEN WOODPECKER picus viridis CNOCELLWEROD
Breeding resident.
Records from throughout the County. A bird near the field study centre at the Connah,s euay reserve
was only their ttrird record.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus major CNOCELL FRAITH FWYAFBreeding residenr.
Widespread and probably the mosl common woodpecker with reports from mos! areas of the Count,i.
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER
Breeding resident.

Dendrocopus minor CNOCELL FRAITH LEIAF

The le^ast recorded woodpecker with just 19 records. A female fed on a nut basket in a Northop gardenJan. 19th into March. Maximum of 5 birds ar Ruabon ard one near Mold seen chipping our nest hole onMay 7.

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis EHEDYDDCommon breeding resident and winter visitor tfuoughout the County.
The ftst birds returned ro breeding sites on RuabonlMoors onJaa.2Trhand song was first heard there
on Feb.i 1th. Autumn passage included 112 in one flockpassing south over Ruabon Moors on Ocr.15th,along with other (uncounted) birds. The largest winter concentrarion regxted involved 120 at pOA
Nov.12th.

SAND MARTIN
common sunmer and passage visitor with *mm: breeding. 

G*ENN.L Y GLENNYDD

The earliest records were 5 at pOA on Mar.25th and 5 at CeR/OMR on lvlar.27th. peak numbers wererecorded during late April including a maximum of 120 at Gresford Flash on Apr.23rd. Breedingnormally occurs at several sites, mostly in the south or south-east of the Count),, but no reports of breeding
success (or lack of it) w.ere received. The last report involvcd 2 at CeR/OMR on Sep.17th.
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SIYALLOW Htundo rustica GWEI$iT-
Common summer breeding and passage visitor.
The first records involved 3 at POA and 5 at CQR/OMR on Mar'26th, closely followed by 5 moving ncrlh

at Pen-y-Cae on Mar.27tir and singles at St.Asaph, Sandycroft andTowyn on Apr.lst. Widespread d
cornmon during the breeding season but no reports were received concerning late summer or auulntr

roost siles. During north-easterly gales on Sep.8th an estimated 500Gr were grounded at POA. The he,
reports were of 6 at POA on Oct.l8th and 1 at CQR/OMR on Oct.20th' 

]

HOUSE MARTIN Delichonurbica GWENNOLYBONE
Common surrllner breeding and passage visitor.
Six reported from Rhyl golf courseonMar.24thwere exceptionally early. Thenextrecordwas of
bird atNannerchonApr.l5ththenthe speciesbecame widespreadby the firstweekof May with
well under way by the end of May. The largest autumn gathering involved 500 over Tregeiniog Quar4r

on Sep.5th, whiie 50Gt flew south-west over Ty Mawr Reservoir on Sep.21st. The last record involved

a single bird at POA on Oct.15th.

TREE PIPIT Anttrus trivialis CORHEDYDD Y COED

Summer visitor to favoured sites and on passage in small numbers.

The first record involved 3 flying north at POA Apr.13th, lollowed by single birds at Rhydymwyn oc

i5th and Pen-y-Cae Reservoir on the 18th. The main arrival occurred in late April and early May'

Numbers at the regular breeding sites ftom which reports were received appeared to be aboutnormal ud
the last report was of 1 flying west over Nercwys Mountain on Sep.lst.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis CORHEDYDD YWAUN
Common breeding, passage and wintering species.

Few flocks of any size were reported during the earl;- part of the vear. The first major spring influx ono

moorland breeding sites occurred at Ruabon Moors on Mar.gth' A loose flock of c.100 on Rhyl golf

course on Mar.24th was presumably on passage. Autumn migration was disappointing, the largest

number recorded berng 85 flying south-east at POA on Sep.1Oth' The largest wintering flocks reported

were 30 at POA on Nov.12th and 30 at Towyn on Nov'22nd'

ROCK PIPIT An*rus petrosus CORHEDYDD Y GRAIG

Winter visitor to the Dee estuary in small numbers.

Sma1l numbers regularly winter at POA and CQR/OMR, the maximum recorded being 5 at POA on

Feb.7th. Possibly under recorded at other poins on the Ciwyd coastline.

WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletta CORHEDYDD Y DWR

Uncommon passage and winter visitor to the Dee estuary.

1 at Oakenholt Marsh RSPB Reserve on Feb.23rd being ttre only record.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava SIGLEN FELEN

Passage visitor with small numbers b,reeding.

Very few records were received. The firstreport involved 1 at CQR/OMR on Apr.27*r, the only breeding

pairs reported being at Ruabon and Gresford with the stronghold in arable farmland adacent to the

peeside Industrial Estate.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea SIGLEN LWYD

Fairly common b,reeding resident.

The spreadof records received indicate a fairly widespread breeding population with somebirds moving

to the coast in the winter. A few records were received of single birds on passage at POA during the

auturm.
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: IED \I'AGTAIL Motacilla alba SIGLEN FRAITH:' :,r *,idespread as a breeding species with dispersal during the winter months.Also common on.--*:-,
::eedrng birds retumed to Ruabon Moors on Mar.4th and breeding was also reported from Connah,s
..:av andLlynBrenig. A total of 24 flew south_west at pOAonMu..6th ard the largest aunrmn gathering
::;orded was 1 10 on Abergeie beach on Sep.7th. No significant winter numbers orroost gatherings were::poiled. White Wagtails (M.a.alba) were recorded in small numbers on spring passage betweenl'lar.3rd,with 1 at Connah's euay and May 3rd, when 4 were ar Towyn. Th"." *u. a maximum of g on*re River Clwyd near Rhyl on Apr.25th.

WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus

Rare whter visitor.

CYNFFONSIDAN

The wiater of '88-'89 was an invasion period for this species in
many Counties. In Clwyd a party of 5 remained on the outskirts

of Denbigh from Jan.14th to ar least Feb.Trh feeding on rosehips.
6 were seen on Nercwys Mountain on Mar. lgth anJ 2 near Mold
on Apr.12th.

DIPPER Cinctus cinclus GRONWEN y DWRWidespread breeding resident in suitable areas.
Breeding occurred at low elevation in Wepre park, Connah,s euay and apat were seen at sea level nearrhe mouth of the River Dulas several times during the autumn and winter months. A single birdoccasionally visited a garden stream at Llanarmon-yr1-Ial during the winter.
WREN
A common and widespread breeding ,"r,o.lrlo''oo''tes 

troglodytes DRYW

Some evidence of an increase in numbers durine the rr.inter months in certain areas.

DUNNOCK pnlnetia n.rodulans LLWYD y GWRYCHA common breeding residenr.
Under-recorded and ignored by most obsen.ers,rt seeins.

ROBIN Erirhacus ru.Dccula ROBIN GOCHA common and widespread breeding resident anci partial mlgrant,

BLACK REDSTART phoenicurus ochn:rcs fnlCOCH OUA scarce migrant and regular winter visitor, Has brec.
A male and female were recorded at Larton's \cse. Rhr i Harbour on Jan.gth and 9th, with a male thereon Feb. 19th and a female on Jan.21st and -\l ar, 1 g rr. A iemale \r,as ar pOA from Apr.1Oth to 13th.
REDSTART phoenicurus phoenicurus TINCOCHFairly common summer breeding visitor maurlv in upland areas.
The earliestrecorded was near Llangollen on Apr.16th and spring passage birds at pOA included amaleon Apr.27th with 3 there on Apr.3Oth. Good numbers were recorded from many of tire ffaditionalbreeding sites although there_were one or t$.o exceprions to this. A juvenile was at Connah,s euayReserve on Jul.5rh, a male ar pOA on Sep.4rh with rhe last bir<i of tire year at Gyfelia on Oct.6th.
WHINCHAT Saricola rubetra CREC yR EITHINFairly common breeding summer visitor mainly in upiand areas.
The firsr record involved 2 at Connah's euay on api.ZOttr., followed by rhe first arrivals on brecding
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;:-''*:trs r: R.ra,ro:l \Ioo:s or }{ar, 2nd. This date was considered by the observer to be exrremeh r:-er
F:r e ::-:s rclCLng reriitory in rhe Llandegla area was considered to be above average, while a pcel :i- :.e:: Crl:ah irdicated a local brood. No other breeding records were received.

STO\ECH{T Saxicolatorquata CLOCHDAR YCERRIG
B:e:::.: ;es::enI ln small numbers.
C:-e "': :.i g. * ele regularly reported from coastal areas and from
C::--i.:.'s Qr:ar dunng the autumn and winter months. Breeding
r a-c c..:i-:rned at POA, Ruabon Moors and the Horeshoe pass but
i: rs -esumablv more widespread in upland areas than submitted
reccrds *'ould suggest. An unusual record was of a male on waste
g:curd ar Hawarden on Feb.26th, the first known record for the
area.

\IHEATEAR Oenanrhe oenanthe TINWEN y GARN
Common sumrner breeding visitor to mainly upland areas and frequent on the coast during migration
Ear11'records wereoneonHopeMountainonMar.Tth,2 atCQR/OMR onMar.21st,3 atRhyl golicourse
on Mar.24th and 4 atPOA on Mar.26th. Mosr birds wereback ar rheir breeding sites by midApril.Apan
from a total of 30 pairs holding teritory in Moel Famau Country park very few records of confirmed
breeding were received. Late birds wereZ atTowyn on Oct.29th, one at pOA on Nov.l2th and one ar
Connah's Quay Reserve onNov.13th. Small numbers of birds showing characteristics of the Greenlard
race ( O.o.leucorrhoa ) normally pass ttrough the County in the spring but the only record received this
)-ear was of 13 at Connah's Quay on Apr.29th.

RI\G OUZEL Turdus rorquatus MWYALCHEN y MyNyDD
Summer breeding visitor to upland areas in small numbers.
The first btds reported were 4 males and a female at Cilcain on Apr.gth and 5 at Nannerch on 15th. The
only other reports involved birds from the Eglwyseg Valley and Horseshoe pass areas.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula MWYALCHEN
A common breeding resident and winter visitor.
No evidence of any change in starus.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris SOCAN EIRA
A common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Reported to have roosted in "large numbers" on Ruabon Moors between January and April but very few
other records were received for the early part of the year. Spring passage was fatly minimai apart from
a total of 5000 passing norrh over Pen-y-Cae Reservot on Apr.4th. The earliest record was of 4 at
Nercwys on Sep. 1 6th, followed by 50 over t oggerheads on Oct.1 6*r and 20 at pen-y-Cae on Oct.20th.
The species was widespread during November and December with several flocla running into rlree
figures. Maximum counts of 800 ar Tai Nanr on Nov.25th and 900+ at Towlm on Dec.12th.

SO\G THRUSH Turdus philomelos BRONFRAITH
A common and widespread breeding species.
As *,ith Blackbird, there was no evidence of a change in status.

REDWNG Turdus iliacus COCH DAN-ADEN
A common passage migrant and winter visitor"
Very few records were received for the early part ofthe year. The ftst of the autuffm were 60 on Ruabon
\loors on Sep.15ttr. The major movements occurred during October and early November with small
iccks recorded flying wcst on many days and birds frequently heard passing over at night. Fairly
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;. ;rJ:* 
during November and December with the largest flock involving 200+ at Rhuddlan on

]IISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus BRYCH y COED{ 1ow density,breeding resident *roughout most areas of Clwyd.

:;;Tr 
r-r, Oarries were reporred during lare summer and aurumn bur no unusual concentrarions were

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER f.ocusrelanaevia TROELLWR BACHFairiy localised summer breeding visitor.
The firstrecord involved a.singing male ar rhe species, srronghold at pOA on Apr.l4th, with 3 there nextday increasing to 5 on 30th. The only o*rer April record involved one at Marford euarry on 25th, thensrngle birds were noted in song lrom s"r"rul oth"r localities, mostly in ,fr" r"rrfl or east of the county.The last record was from Berwyn Craggs on Jul.9th.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus TELOR yR HESGFairly common surrrmer breedine visiror.
Thefirstreportinvoivedasingle atpOAon\,Iar, 1sr. Very fewrecords weresubmittedthisyear, though*re species is fairly well disrribured parricula-rh. ur ine norrh of the Counry. There would appear to be lirtleevidence of achange in starus. 

lvurrlJ' rrr.Ic

REED WARBLER
Rare summer breeding visitor, 

Acrocephalus scirpaceus TELoR Y CYRS

This species is known to brreed regularlr. a[ onr\ tr*.o sites rn the county. However, no reports of numberswere received from either 1ocaliry.. The onlr ...c.is inr.6l1,g6 ,Lrrgl"; u;i;;yn on Jul.4th and 19th. AnestwasreportedatGresfordFlashon\jai:1._, bur;toturlherdetailswerereceived.
LESSER WHITETHROAT Sr tr ia c:nca LLWYDFRON FACHBreeding summer visiror in increasr,rs numb.r..
The first record involved a single ar pOA on A;i.l.lnd, Lhs being rhe only April record. The speciesappears to have becomemore widespread ur rec"",. .*, :urd sirgrn! ma1", *"r" r"portedfrom anumberof areas, whilst apair which bred in a Ner.!* \ s :.ir.cn * a,s the frst breeding record that the observerhasknown from that area. The last."port -. olr..i u ,rr.,ai. ar ,\lariord euarry on Aug.24th.
WHITETHROAT e. ..^
common tr*airg summer visitor. 

J\ i\ 'a lolrlrrlunrs LLWYDFRoN
AveryearlybirdwasreportedfromBuckjer on-\1ar,29th, ThenextwasatLlayonApr.lgth,thenseverai
arezs leported first arrivals berri,een llnd and :-1rr\. A rotal of 16 singing males were recorded at pOAonApr.30th, building up to apopulation of 23 pars. The species appeared-to be common and widespreadduring the breeding season, A irng)e ur nOl',,. i.p.f Oth was the last record received.
GARDEN WARBLER qr,r,,r^ L.

!o*91ur".airrg run-ervisiror to *uirrrffi.T,t"ir,,.r.. TELoR YR ARDD
One atMarford Quarry on May t st was the first.?"orj fo. ,i," yearand one at CeR on 7th was only theirsecond record. There was only one breeding record from the co*trt ,t.ip, ut fOai R"po.t"d to b" presenrin good numbers in the Llanarmon_yn-Ial and Llandegla areas. None were reported after Jul.19th.
BLACKCAP

S:::"::ler breeding visitor wirh,Jf:',1ffi:Til1:,_, rELoR ,ENDDU
vvrnrer records jnvolved 5 at Tremerchion in Januarl, (no daie), a male rn a Shotton garden onJan.26th.(recorded there for *re sixrh winter in successron,t,^2 _a., .inginf * Acron park, Wrexham,onFeb.13rhandamaleatNanrHaIl,pr".trtl.n._i.i:r., 

Singing_ul!ru., lonfooannonMar.30thand Hawarden on 31st may have been .*t1, .pri,_rg ,rig.r,rL.. ThJ,";";;i;;rn"a in lare April ancl
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early May. A bird remajned at Marford Quarry until Nov.12th and there were also Novernber ra;::=
from Penre, Deeside, on 20th and POA (2 birds) on 28th.

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix TELOR Y COED

Fairiy common treeding summer visitor.
An early bird was at Dyserth on Apr.l2th with Ore next records being of single birds at Chirk on 26&
and Llangollen on Apr.28th. Singing birds were recorded from most of the usual areas including one o{

the srongholds around the l,oggerheads Country Park area. Two singing birds at Llandegla were the fusr

to be recorded there for seven years. A family party seen at Nercwys on Jul.10th included 3 fledged

young.

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita SIFF-SAFF

Common surnmer breeding visitor wittr small numbers wintering mainly on the coast.

Two wintering birds were present at Connah's Quay Sewage Works during January and one was in a

Ruabon garden intermittently between Feb.23rd and Mar.16th. A bird at Llay on Mar.l.3th may have

been an early migrant along wittr those at Fewt and Connah's Quay on 15th, Northop on 16th and POA

on 19th. There was a fairly widespread arrival over Mar.24th to 26th and most areas had recorded birds

by the end of the month. Numbers were reported to be lower than usual in the Llanarmon area during the

sunmer but this was not evident from other areas. Late birds were seen at POA on Nov'l4th and ar

Connah's Quay Sewage Works and Padeswood on Nov.19th.

WLLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus TELOR YR HELYG
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant.
The first records were at Marford and Pontybodkin on Mar.30th and on 31st at Pwllglas and Connah's

Quay Sewage Works. The main arrival was during early April.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus DR\-W EURBEN
A common breeding resident arLd passage mrgra:it out tncer recL':CeJ.

Birds became more widespread during October md \ove;:r-l -* ien r.res-Ir:abil pa-s-sage birds u ere

involved. Smal1 numbers w-ere alqo reported from coasta-l areas (particuiarly POA) during the *rner
months.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata GWYBEDOG MANNOG
Fairly common surrurler breeding visitor.
Traditionally one of the latest spring arrivals, with no reports received before May 26th, when one was

observed in Clocaenog Forest. Records were received lrom only four other areas so it would seem that

ttris species has been considerably under recorded.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca GWYBEDOG BRITH
Common surnmer breeding visitor.
This species has been greatly assisted by the provision of nest-boxes.The first record was from near

Llangollen on Apr.1Sth, then *re main arrival occurred during late April ard early'May. A study block

of 60 nest-boxes in the Llangollen area had 43 layings compared with 42 Ln 1988.

LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus TITW GYNFFON-HIR

A common breeding resident.
Widely reported in small numbers, with parties of 10+ recordcd from several areas, the largestbeing 15

in a Hawarden garden on Sep.1 1th and in Pentre on Sep. 17th.

MARSH TIT Parus palustris TITW-R WERN

A fairly common brreeding resident.

Regularly recorded in small numbers throughout rhe County. An unusual record involved 2 at POA on

May 7th.
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\\'ILLOW TIT Parus montanus TITW-R HELYG
.1 less common breeding resident than the previous species.
:ewer reports were received than for the last species with most records being from upland areas. An
:xception to this was one at Cormah's Quay on Feb.25rh.

COAL TIT Parus arer TITW PENDDU
A common breeding resident especially in upland areas and piantations. By lar the largest number
:ecorded involved an amazing 70-80 flying west our of a Rowan tree in the middle of Ruabon Moors on
Sep.23rd!

BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus TITW TOMOS LAS
Common and widespread breeding resident.
A total of 105 individuals were either ringed or conrrolled at Pwllgias on Mar.1Sth. There is evidence
of acontinuedincreaseinbreeding numbers at aLlangollennest-srudy site where lgpairs bred, as against
i6 pairs in 1988 and 8 in 1987.

GREAT TIT Parus major TITW MAWR
Common and widespread breeding resident. No noteworthy observations during 1989.

\UTHATCH Sitra europaea DELOR y CNAU
Common and widespread b,reeding resident.
No apparent change in status.

TREECREEPER Cerrhia familiaris DRINGWR BACH
Common and widespread resident.

JAY Gamrlus glandarius YSGRECH y COED
Fairly common brreeding residenr,
Very few reports were received.

MAGPIE Pica pica PIODN
Comrnon and widespread brreeding residenr.
Apparently undergoing a population explosicn. :ijs ;..ri.9icuous species can be seen in good numbers
ttroughout the County.

.IACKDAW Con rs :rc:e ii-: JAC_y-DO
Common and widespread b,reeding residenr.
This species is a colonial breeder and has taken iui- icr :--.1::e oi lhe numerous quarries tluoughout the
County. The largest reported gatherings aw.ar frcr-. ::.-e;rrr sr:es '* ere 40 ar pOA on Jan.16th and 100
a! Oakenholt Marsh Reserve on Mar.26th.

ROOK Cor-, us ::-:r.e:--is yDFRAN
Common andwidespreadbreeding residenr. Tirs s:e.rL-s .s a colonial b,reeder and itwould appearto have
enjoyed a good breeding season in 1989, Specrrl,: de:lls :cceived included ligures lor the combined
Pentredwr and Tan Lan Rookeries, whicr nun'be:cii i'i-l nests with a new colony oi 7 ness close by in
the World's End Valley. This compares q i-ir S9 nesLs in 1988 and 99 in 1987.

CARRION CROW Co:r us ccrone corone BRAN DyDDyN
HOODED CROW Coir us ccrone cornix BRAN LWYD
A common breeding resident and rare r:srtor respcctively.
No unusualnumbers of C.c.corone reporte,l but a Hoocled Crow was scen in the Rhyl ancl prestat)m areas
on anumber of occasions durine \larch liorn 5 rh onwards. Thcre were two otherrecolcls, onebeing noted
at POA on Apr.22nd and one feedrng on Ro* an berries with Carrion Crows at Eglwyseg on Sep.17th,
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f-:.i I'\ Corvus corax CIGFR-{,
i' - : - - - :::.::: :es::e:i l;t marnl), upland areas.
',1 

. -: . . . :, : .. 1 :: ::r :r -- s : .rrland areas in small numbers, with a maximum of 20 at Moel Famau c:
i:.::-:.: *,r:i:l:rrnedatseveralsitesincludingapairwhichnestedonaneiectricityp).l,cE

:.-. - .-, :. S .::.; -:,rs There p,ere several records from coastal areas during the winter including -
-:::: :.\i::l-<::.anC3overTowynonNov.28th.Outofrangerecordswere2flyingsouthovq

Ilrrrdea on Mr31st and single birds over Mold town centre on Aug.28th andOct2}nd. I
STARLDiG Stumusvulgaris DRUDWil
A cmmon ard widesgead breeding resident often gathering in large flocks during autumn and wirl
rtED &e,+' arellined by Continental visitors. I
Some sidence of auErmn passage with "thousands" flying west over the sea at Towyn on Oct.2gthil

, r. i L',-r .::d 100 moving south-west near Llangollen on Nov.10th. The largest grounded flocb
::: - ::..- ; e:e 750 at Oakenholt Marsh Reserve on June 10th with 700 there on Nov.12th. No repors
; .:. ::,': rr e : from roost sites. An albino bird was observed at Buckley on Mar.2nd.

F{rll, SE SP.{RROIV Passer domesticus ADERYN y TO
-r - r njr.irl breeding resident in the vicinity of human habitation.

TREE SPARROW Passermonranus GOLFANYMYNYDD
--r -,-'.- :lsed breeding resident.

-i::."" :::rtxrs reportedfrom several areas butitremains fairly Iocal, presumablyunderrecorded.Observed
:::---,r duringthewintermonthsatPOAwithamaximumof80onNov.26th.Elsewherethemaximurn
:e.-crded * ere 50 at Ruabon on Jan.l8th and 40 at Nercwys on Apr.15ttr.

CH.{FFI\CH Fringilla coelebs II_BNC
-1 .ir:.rn-ton breeding resident with some movement away from breeding areas durins the winter.
l:.e:e *'as 1itt1e evidence of aufunm passage this year and only a few wrnter flot-ks *.ere reported, the
-.:res: being 500 at Abergele on Dec.29th, 350 at Connah's Quav on \or,.2Sr-\ and 1E0 ar pOA on
.i.-. lnd.

BR.{}IBLING Fringiilamonrifringilla PINC yMyNyDD
.{ :;r1r common but localised winter visitor.
'' ::", re*'records were received for the early part of the year, these mostly involving single figures aparr
-::::. a i1ock atRuabon fromJanuary to the endof March, peaking at 150onJan.31st, and l l onNercwys
\'l: ::rarn on Mar.17th. The lastspring recordinvolved asingle atMarfordeuarry on Apr.l4th. The fust
- : -:.e autumn involved 6 near Cae Llwyd Reservoir onOct.24th. Subsequently only smallnumbers were
:.:,::;ed !o the end of the year, with a maximum of 20 seenregularly in Pentre Mawr park, Abergele and
- - - l - ar Connah's Quay throughout December. Records were also received from Clocaenog Forest but
:- ,tr:lrs.

(IREE\FI\CH Carduelis chloris LLDIOS WERWD
.i : -::.non breeding resident.
'i' ;::: :-locks were reported from several coastal sites with the maximum counr being 300+ at pOA on
l=:::.rer 22nd.

(I|-.]LDFI\CH Carduelis carduelis NICO
.:- - ::ron breeding resident.
i.::r--;:.r:eportedinsmallnumbersthroughouttheyear.Thelargestflocksbeingc.60atBerwynHait
, :. -i :: . , 5 ij: a.nd c.200 near Ty Mawr Reservoir on Oct.6th.

iISKI\ Carduelis spinus PILA GWYRDD
-. , :-i-- i :1 .r inter visitor with smaller numbers remaining during the breeding sea-son.
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'i':rlespread in small numbers during the winter and spring with several reports of birds using garden
,:eJers. The iargest flock recorded was 50+ at Gronant on Apr.Z9th. Good numbers remainedthrough
:e breeding season, particularly in the Clocaenog Forest and Llangollen areas. A party of 13 were seen
i NercwysMountainonJul.l3th. Unfortunatelyno reports werereceived of confirmed breerting. Small

:rlies were again fairly widespread during the later months of the year, mostly in single figures apart
:om 30 at Nercwys on Sep.16th.

LI\NET Carduelis carmabina LLINOS
A common and widespread resident breeding in reasonable numbers.
Post breeding flocks began to form from mid Juiy onwards. AII reports of autumn ard winter flocks were
fiom coastal areas with a maximum of 500 at POA on Jm.23rd, also 120 rhere on Sep.i0ttr and 100
regularly at Towyn throughout October.

TWITE Carduelis flavirosrris LLINOS y MyNyDD
A scarce winter visitor to coastal areas.
A few records were received mostly from the favoured esruarine sites. 5 were at pOA on Jan .23rd arfi
10 at Tow1,n on Apr.4th. In the second winter period 25 were at Oakenholt Marsh RSpB Reserve on
Oct.26th with 5 there on Nov.Tth ar;rd22rrd. At POA 3 were present on Dec.12th and l6th.
REDPOLL Carduelis flammea LLINOS BENGOCH
A fairly common breeding resident but rmder recorded.
Few significant records were received but seemingly commoner in upland areas such as Clocaenog
Forest. Winter flocks congregate in the birch woodlands atong the coast when they are joined by smai
numbers of Meaily Redpolls, C.f.flammea.

ARCTIC REDPOLL Carduelis hornemanni LLINOS BENGOCH yR
ARCTIG

Extremely rare vagrant.
A bird reported as this species u,as t-irst no:ed. lose,her * ith a flock of Linnets at Tow).n on Apr.16th.
and was subsequently seen on a number cl occas:ons dllng \lar,, Seprember, October and December
in the same viciniry. (A description ha: 'neer. s;:r:r:e,j io BBRC)

CROSSBILL 13r.1; ;;;1 ;1.-.51-3 GyLFIN GROES
A scarce b,reeding resident.
Reported from five areas in 1989. Ar ieas! I .re:e .:. C---c:::.:s Foresr on Feb.Sth. Reguiarly recorded
on Nercwys Mountain from Mar.14th to Ap:, -,- :. :.::::...-.. r:.\ ci\.int 1__3 birds but l Owere present on
Mar.3lstwhenamalewasinsong,alsoliheieo:-r-:. 1:..-..\:::*.ereobsen,edfeedingthreefledgtings
atCorwenonApr.30th.Otherrecordsinvolr.ecI.:L-,..B:::::cn\Iav22nd.and9jusraboveNewtorin
Forest, Pen-y-Cae on Oct.12rh

BULLFINCH
A fairly common breeding resident.
Very few recorded.

COCH YBERLLAN

HAWFINCH Cocconraustes coccorhraustes GYLFINBRAFF
A localised breeding resident.
Apart from a regular roost site (and possi:1e b,r-eedr,rg area) in the garden at Gwysaney Hall, where up
to 4 were recorded, single birds *'ere repcrieci irom Llanfihangel G.M. on Feb.i5th, i at Cyffiliog on
Feb.23rd and Padeswood on Apr.9ih. The cnlv orher records received involved undated reports fiom
Clocaenog Forest during rhe uinrer rnonrir,

SNOW BUNTING plectrophenax nivalis BRAS yR EIRA
A regular winter visitor to dte coa-s! ir small numbers.
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--. : : - - :: . :::.- :-.tr: :-;,1i -:.e cca-\! from PoA to Abergele from January to March, with
2I) u FO,{ oa Jrn -?3rd- Thre€ were still present at Towyn on Apr. 1 st with 2 there from the
ftsf, of lhe etrrtrmn involved a single at POA on Oct.18th then birds were again present along
from Nov.l2rh to rhe end of ttre year, with a maximum of 21 at Towlm on Nov.l.9th. Away
rDrDrI rmge a flock of c.20 were at Flint Castle on Jan.29th.

YELLOWHAI4MER Emberizacirinella
A fairly com:non breeding residenl
The Iagest number recorded involved 37 at POA on Jan.22nd.

REED BIJIYTING Emberiza schoeniclus
A fairly common treeding resident.
Highest corurts received involved 12 at POA on Feb.5th and 25 there on Dec.140r.

CORIi BUNTING Miliaria calandra
A localised breeding species.

BRAS

F.e3:i:r1r recordedintheextremenorth-eastofthecounty,whereitbreedsinreasonable
::--', cfer iecord received involved 16 at Gwaenysgor on Dec.30th.

ESC.{PES

BRAS

BRAS

GWYDD YR

CH\\'I\\'ELL

EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegypriacus
.{ bird with a damaged leg was presenr ar CQR/OMR on May 8th.

\\'OOD DUCK Aix sponsa
One *'as recorded on three occasions at Llangollen,Jan-Mar.

CHILOE WIGEON Anas sibiiauix
A bird was recorded at CQR/OMR on Sep 29rh. A pau u,as reponed at Shorwick Lake, no dare.

*,.<?
?a.. t,. .!,...N-h|" '-"
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CLWYD RINGING REPORT 1985.1989
Edited by Ian M. Spence

With thecreationofthe ClwydBirdRecording Grouplwantedtoprovide ameans ofmakingpublic some
aspects of the valuable effort put in by ringers in the study of birds in the Counry. Cunerrty there are
th-irteen rhgers registered as living in Clwyd; two of these are trainees, the otheis are able to operate
independently, one being an octogenarian! Three are members of Merseyside Ringing Group, a group
which provides a substantial proportion of rhe annual ringing totals. There are rarious out of Clunty
ringers who visit more or less regularly, including members of SCAN Ringing Group.

Seven ringers provided the requested details of projects rhey undertake: ringing of pulli and adult
Swallows in thenortheast of Clwyd; severalnest-box schemes withpiedFlycatcher as the targetspecies,
andonewithTawnyOwl as the target;mist-netting invarious habitats, including one woodlandConstanr
Effort Site; and a cannon-netting site on the coast for waders. The ringing totils show that a wealth of
other work is being done, ranging from ringing at tem colonies; cut htglMute Swans; mist_netting at
lowland reedbed and/or scrubland; a few hard-earned raptors; and muchlffort on ringing puli boti in
nest-boxes and of upland breeding passerines. The grand effort has produced a minimu mtital of 2624j
bids ringed in 1985-1989, of 94 species.

Having only relatively recently moved from a distinctly crowdedpart of Britain, GreaterManchester (in
the senseofpopulation, henceringer density), I still find Clwyd b te avast areaofuntappedpossibilities.
There is plenty of scope for any ringer who might wish to more into the County. The rirgirr! totas slow
the variety of species, which are mainlr,breeding species. The totals also show that ClwyJis not in the
same ieague as some easlemBritish munties w,ith regard to migranrspecies, butthe northcoastdoes cater
for some long distance migrants (see the recovelies li-sted 

.oelou,).

It will be interesting over the next fe\r' \'ears ro lo jlcri. ,.he ch:r,rges ur torals for each species. Wili changes
inraptortotalsgivesomeindicarionoiuhesper:ej ioalrres.ornerelr,inringereffort?Someraptorsand
owls which have been rehabilirared or capri\.e 5r.c ::e :eing rngeri and relJased in Clwyd, bui they ar"
not included h the tota.ls. The wader rmlrr" .s ::"-r-\ .c3sr:i. nainlv bv SCAN R.G. who only make
two visits a year. While gulls have r.."ii.l". er.. .:,:-e ",,.,,... ,i.l;;; ;;;"-g well monirored byM l,G Owl studies are getting under u a. - C:.=.:=, ili *,e., .s 

ut6.lsurng (but awkward to mount on
small trees) boxes for Little Owl are pror ing rc re :::_.": rr:h the ,t"rd.d residents, and Forestry
Commission boxes for Tawny Ow1 are beurg =,..,.,.,., :r ii-o L1o1,d a:rd myself. I would welcome
information on where the hirundines are ben: :j.i3,l i: r:ee j;ng srtes. colonies or roosts _ apart from
Paul Trigg's study of breeding Swallo*.s me:-r]c:_e: ;itrr e. ji.-1g is ample scope for Dipperringing, but
mist-netting on rivers is so much easier rr.r:-i r:.:: -:.tjt .ie rerson. I understand it is mainly John and
Ron Birch who find the chat, Wheatea: anc Rr:.r C-ze. r.e-.is. *.hich must take a lot of time and effort.

The warblers, generally, do not fisure Siearl\ -:. :e ior:ls. .\re ringers choosing to net birds in habitars
which are not favoured by warblers. is rh.-re a Lr;s i_.i -Ceal sites (e.g. reed and i'crub fringed ponds), oris there a reiative lack of warblers? h rs ver :leal rat pied Flycatcher is a well srudied species withinCiwyd,andFiguresl,2and3sho* rhe:-.! ii.:,r-i-iof rhesebirdstoandfromthecounty(withincounty
movements have been omitted). Nor sunr:s:rr3r,,, Blue Tit is a numerous and much ringed species, eventhough some of the Countv's ringers c jic.rse r.i ro ring them.

A very large number of recoveries ircn i:lc iive r.ear pcriocl were sent to mc to consider, and I am very
grateful for the larre response. Tle choices I made are intenclecl to show the longer movements recordcd
for the species which had recoverre-s. From rhe lisr, tfuee main sites stand out: Rhor_on_sea, point of Airand Shotton. There r.vere fen, distant movements from inlancl sites, apart from pied Flycatchers, which

tii
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xe :--'-straied rather tha:r listed.

The rrgers of Clw1d are obtaining much information, from the ringing and from the recoveries
evenruallr amve. I hope that some of you may wish to share some of your knowledge with a
audience, and submit articles for future ringing reports. please send the articles to me, or
y'ou * ish to discuss possibiliries. I would like this report !o reflect yow interests, and trust that
will enloy your increasing support.

For information submitted for this report, I thank: p. Holmes, A.E. Male, Merseyside Ringing
Coffey & P. Trigg), J.A.L. Roberts, C. Rowley, SCAN Ringing Group (G.D. Couchman, D. &
I.M. Spence, S.K. Thomas and L. Withington.

SPECIES
i985-88

F.G. PULL
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I
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1

4
n

i
I

28
1

214
2

1989
F.G. PULL

TOTALS
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22
6

18
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22

Mute Swan
Hen Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Buzeard
Kestel
MerIin
Peregrine
0ystercatcher
RingdPlover
Lapwing
Purple San@iper
Dun}fui

Snipe
Woodcock
Curlew
Redshank
Common Sandpiper
Tumstone
Black-headed Gull
CommonTem
Lirile Tern
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Collaed Dove
Cuckoo
Linle Owl
Tavrny Owl
Nightjar
Swift
Kinglrsher
Green Woodpecker
Great Sponed Woodpecker
Skylark
Sand Martin
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;
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2

9
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6
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2
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S rvallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
\leadow Pipit
Ye1low Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Dipper
Wren
Durmock
Robin
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear

Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Barred Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Fiycatcher
L,ong-tailed Tir
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Coal Tit
BIue Tit
Great Tit
Nurhatch
Treecreeper
Juy

Magpie
Jackdaw

Rook
Raven
Starling
House Sparrow

196
747

21

J

22
27
18

345
355
5ll

)r

3
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6

48

5

9
,l

15

57
4U

r5
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2
8
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1
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6

744
714

6
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3
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648

2
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8
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1
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4599
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3
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4
1
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6

52
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T::e S::-o*
Cha.i-nclr
Brambhng
Greenfinch
Goldfrnch
Siskin
Linnet
Redpoll
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting

7tl
47

420

55

9
36

195

11

185

n

348
21

'u9
7

73
4

20
101

42
113

55

7

1059
68

669
u

r28
13

56
296

53

298

L7 9

7

2

6

9

7

2

6

TOTALS 11195 8035 37n 3288 1492r tL325 26U:7

Selected ringing recoveries received during l98S-89

The foliowing codes or terms are used to present the foilowing recoveries:
The ring number (it is vital *ratmembers of the public who find a dead bird report this l). Age
using the EURING code:
1 pullus (nestling or chrck)
2 fu11y grown, year of harching unlr:o* n
3 hatched during calendar 1,ear of rurg,ng
4 hatched before calendar l ear of ringing, exacr vear unknown
5 hatched during last caiendar year
6 hatched before last calendar year, exact year unknown
7 hatched two calendar years ago
8 hatched three or more years ago, exact year unknown.
'Conrolled' means caught by another ringer and released alive.

Cormorant
5011941 1 13.06.87PuffinIsland,Gwynedd 01.@.87Rhyl 37km90deg g0days Tangledin
lure, released
501 1989 1 13.06.87 Puffin Island, Cwynedd 18.01.88 River A1wen, nr Maerdy 52 km 135 deg
days Found shot, not fresh

Whooper Swan
2398714 08.01.84Connah'sQuay 15.10.87NordurMu1a, ICELAND,65o30'N 1,1o14'W Shot
km 337 deg 1376 days

Oystercatcher
FA14589 8 27.01.85 Rhos-on-sea 22.04.85 Ellon, Grampian Dead -172 km 360 deg g5 days
FAi4565 8 27.01.85 Rhos-on-sea 15.08.88 FAEROES, 61o28'N 06oj4,\\' Dead 923 km 36odeg
1296 days
FAi4791 7 27.01.85 Rhos-on-sea 24.06.86 FAEROES, 62o15'N 07o10'\\, Dead 1013 km 360 deg
513 days

F5273293 08.10.72PointofAir 16.t2.87 PasdeCatais,FRANCE,50o5g'N02o03'E Freshtydead
450 km 126 deg 5547 days
FV08575 423.09.79 Poinrof Air 08.06.87Strcymoy,FAEROES,62o06,N06o5-t,W Dead 995km
340 deg 2815 days
FV08598 2 23.09.79Poinrof Air 10.04.89rLrReykjavik, ICELAND,640t0,N23o19,W Founddead
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.rt Mink den 1599 km 319 deg 3487 days

Knot
CC662l6 4 12.08.12 Point of Air 22.M.86 N. Friesian Islands, F.R.GERMANY, 54M2,N 08o26,E
Controlled 781 km 90 deg 5001 days

Sanderling
NB406144Z.05.78PointofAir 25.12.88Taroudanr,MOROCCO,30o29'N0go52,WRoadcasualtv
2580km 180deg 3868days

Purple Sandpiper
8Y25947210.11.79Rhos-on-sea 29.12.88Hartlepool,Cleveland Conrolled 2?.;6rirn 45deg 3337
days

Dunlin
BB74808 4 06.05.73 Point of Air 07.08.86 Turku-pori, FINLAND, 61o29,N 2lo2t,E Controlled
l724kr\ 45 deg 4841 days
BX39591 4 07.05.77Ponrof Air 18.0d.86ICELAND,66o32'N i6o02'W Controlledb,reedng 1622
km 337 deg 3329 days
8X692244 01.08.81 Poinrof Air 21.05.88 SouthUist, Wesremlsles Controlledbreeding 517km
337 deg 2485 days

Snipe
CE96099 3 12.08.83 Gronant
deg 915 days

Common Sandpiper
BY 6317 5 4 06.07.8 1 Shotton
km 188deg 2856days

12.02.86Manche,FRANCE,49ol0'N00o19'W Shot 510km 135

Turnstone
CE12063 2 10.11.79 Rhos-on-sea 17.05..q8 ICELA\D, 6_5o3i'N 23o12,W Controited 1736 km
315 deg 3111 days
CEI21916 06.03.82Rhos-on-sea 29.06.87 GREE\l_-A.\D.77o10'N 1go-15,W Controlledb,reeding
2144Yrn 360deg 1941 days
Stockholm41526573 29.08.83 SWEDEN,5toi8 \ i1o5j E 19.11.E6Rhos_on_sea t082km 225deg 1188 days Controlled

Common Tern
XR41516 1 19.06.88 Shorton
boat 4668 km 202 deg 188
XS64119 1 24.06.84 Shouon
deg 1769 days
XS64179 1 14.08.84 Shonon
192 deg 1780 days
XS89574 | 21.06.87 Shotton
180 deg 257 days
XS89992 1 19.06.88 Shotton
179 deg 209 days

Swift
5A33660 4 23.06.78 nr Oxford, OxfordshLre
days Controlled

:6.06.88 Padeswood, nr Mold 211 km 322deg 3656

0i.05.89 Rabat, MOROCCO, 34o02'N 06o51,W Freshlvdead 2151

24-1Z"BB Cas*mence, SENEGAL, 1 2o40,N 1 6o45,W Captured on
days

28.04.89 Safr, MOROCCO, 32o18,N 09o20,W Dead 2377 tun t9Z

29.06.89lr Safi, MOROCCO, 32o20,N 09o17'W Dead 2372tun

04.03.88 KetaLagoon, GHANA, 05o54,N00o56,8 Dead 5268 km

14.01.89 Takoradi, GHANA,04o55'N 01o45'W Dead 5366 km
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Sand Martin
E8 62240 3 I 02. 07. 8 8 Tipperary, EIRE, 5 3 o06'N 02o5 8' W I 6.07. 89 Marford
km 80 deg 379 days

Blackbird
XH03658 3M 26.i0.81 Ltangemyw 12.03.85 Sravanger, NORWAY 847 krn 47 deg
XH27897 6M 05.01.85 Connah's Quay 30.04.86 Co Catway, EIRE, 53o26,N 09o19,W
km 270 deg 480days
)O{i83826F i6.02.80Rhos-on-sea Z6.M.BS Amhem,NETHERLANDS 655 km g2deg 69

Song Thrush
XN124013 23.07.85 LlanfairT.H. l5.0t.86Dublin,EIRE 169 Vrn ZTtdeg 176days

Sedge Warbler
C993935 3J 05.07.89 Gronanr
deg 19 days

24.07.89 Wick, nr Chrisrchurch, Dorset Conrrolled 312 km

84242573 05.07.87Shouon 16"03.88Stpaul'sBay,MALTA,35o57'Nt4o23'E Controlled
km 135 deg 255 days
E548977 3 29.08.88 Shouon 06.09.88 Somme, FRANCE, 50o06,N01o27,E Conrrolted 463
135 deg 8 days

Blackcap
U24612 3 10.08.87 Shouon
2267 km 189 deg 598 ciars

Chiffchaff
6I'7096 3 08.07.85 Gronanr
62 days

Blue Tit

: r.tt-:.S9 S::-'- \lCROCC(1. -:-:,j.- \ -,:,1- \i -i.,r; c ::.::_;ej

08.09.85 Cissbury, Worthing, Sussex Conrrolled 343k:;.r. 144

E4919843 23.10.87 Bardseylsland,Gwynedd 06.04.88pwllglas,Ruthin 105km Tideg 166
Controlled
KJ495183M27.l1.88Wolverhampton,WestMidlands3i.03.g9nrpwllglas,Ruthin 94km 305
724 days Controlled

Starling
R830564 6M 16.01.87 Rhos-on-sea 10.04.89 yirebsk, USSR 2257 km 86
XH03906 5M 11.01.82 Rhos-on-sea 04.03.85 Nord, FRANCE 569 km 123
XH03919 6F 12.01.82 Rhos-on-sea ZO.M.B6 Rogaland, NORWAY 858 km 40 deg 1559
XNl23 10 4M 14. 12.84 Rhos-on-sea 07.04.85 Weser-Ems,F.R.GERMANY 744km 91 deg 1i
XN12446 5M 15.01.86 Rhos-on-sea 25.03.
T040038 3F 30.06.85 Silute, LITHUANIA

Chaffinch
C139088 4F 23.M.85 Calf of Man

Siskin

8TArnhem,NETHERLAN-DS 625km 90
14.02.86Rhos-on-sea 1633kn 262

_ 4661859 6F 27.02.86 Rhos-on-sea 05.06.86 A1ness, Highiand Region -190 km 356 deg 9g days
C113735 6F06.05.86Golspie, HighlandRegion 03.04.87Rhos_on_sea -519km 179r1eg 332diys
C57337 4 5M 05.04.86 Easr Grinstead, Sussex 29.01 .99 nr pwllglas, Rurhin 31 2 km 3l; deg 1030
days Controlled

19.05.87 Llanfair T.H. 122 km 139 cleg 756 days

31.01.89 Bryansron, Dorser Conrrolled 266 km 167 deg 166 days

Reed Bunting
8548569 3F 1 8.08.88 Shouon
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Recoveries abroad of Pied Flycatchers ringed in Clwyd (circles: August to November; open stars:
December to February; stars: March to June).
Figure 3.
Ringing places of Pied Flycatchers ringed elswhere and recovered in Clwyd (circles: ringed as pulli; star:ringed as full grown bird).

Figure L

Recoveries in Britain of pied Flycatchers ringed in Clwyd (circles: May and June; stars: July).Figure 2.
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THE WELSH OR\]THOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Sociery was formally established in April 19g9 and its aim is to promore the study, conservation andenjoyment of birds throughout Wa1es.

Many of the wildlife habitats in Wales are under serious threat of development and it is vitally importantthat local omithology has a fully co-ordinated voice if conservation issues are to be properly discussed.Muchdepends on the strengthof thatvoice.If *re W.O.S. is to succeed in its main aims then it is essentialthe Society should have the authoriry to speak out on behalf of ali those who wish ro protect the birdsand bird habitas of Wales.It can only do so if all inreresredpeople lend their support by joining its ranks.

Inside this report you will find a leaflet outlining the aims, objectives and activiries of the Society andeveryone who has an interest in the wellbeing of the birdlife of Wui", is urged to become a member.

FILL IN THE APPLICATION FORM AND JOIN TODAY]!
FILL INTHE APPLICATION FORM AND ]OIN TODAYII
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Tf,CEITT L\{CBf,T.S.ES L\'Wn{TERII(G BLACK-TAILED GODWIT, KNOT AND DIIM'qI
NI Tffi TLL\T SA]\:DS/OAKEI\EO[.T MARSH/CONNAH'S QUAY AREA OF THE Dq
ESTL-ANY, .i

G3kri(DcaideNeturalists) il
fb olmbericn in vintet of the Oakenholt Marsly'Connah's Quay area of the Dee esnrary by Bfl
&d Godsit ad Kmt during the 1980's appears to be due to redistibution within the estuary' Y

I\TRr,r[)L CTIO\

',1 :=--.:.:.r':cithesaltmarshbetweenConnah'sQuayandFlintwasgraduallyreclaimedusingfly-
.-, ::.:e;oai-ftedCEGBPowerStation.Whenproductionceasedinthe1970's(permissionfora
:.-:.:- :.:': er slalion was refused n 1972), only the large area of marsh at Oakenholt and a narrow

.. . =.. - .. .';:p q'ere left. The area was developed as a bird reserve by the CEGB and Deeside Naturalists'

S,-;.::r rr rne mid-1970s with 0re creation of hides, marsh scrapes and fresh and brackish pools' This

.; - -< ::ce ived a Prince of Wales award for conservation in 1978 and, in 1988, nearly all of the saltmarsh
.* ar ;Lrchased by the RSPB. Substantial changes (both accretion and erosion) to the sandflats and' to a

-:ss:r ertent, the saltmarshes occur regularly as a result of the action of rivers and tides' In 1986' for

::..:ip,e, the Dee changed course and caused considerable erosion oi the riverside marsh before it was

:.:ru:e,J along the revetrnent, or break*'ater, *'hich forms the norlh bani< of the river' Since 1988'

:i:umulation of sandflats has occurred rapidly off Flint and along the south bank of the river' This is

-[eir to rncrease the importance of the area as a feeding and roosting site for wildfowl and waders The

i jes a.lso create deep gulleys as water nms off the marsh and back to the river, aprocess exacerbated by

reavr sheep grazing.These gulleys, however, make an important contribution to the bird refuge, since

-r;nan rntrusion, mainly in the form of children and dog-walkers, would undoubtedly make a greater

:rract if these nanlral barriers did not exist. The disappearance of common scurvey-grass flowers in

1 990 from areas of the marsh where it was previously common may be a result of much greater recent

i:azrng pressure, since it stili flowers profusely on Burton Marsh. Shorter vegetation is another factor

'r iuch might attract waders to the marsh.

THE SPECIES

ts.ack-railed Godwit (Limosa limosa) were considered rare on the Dee until an autumn passage of 30-

-1ii began to be recorded in the late 1920s. By 1960, however, it was no longer thought to winter on the

Dce (Be11, 1962). From the 1960/61 winter onwards there were wrrter records on the Cheshire side of

te Dee, but these were apparently irregular and rarely exceeded 50 birds' Although occurences

conrrnuedtobeirregular,countsincreasedtol50inFeb'1967 and325inDec.1958'Rainesconsidered

r j! fie birds were feeding on remote areas of the sandflats at low tide and suggested a resident winter

:cpulation of 300-400 by 1969, but their regular high-tide roosts were apparently still not established

Cheshire Bird Reports 1968169). Prater noted that the winter population of about 600 in l970l7l wete

::e,lLng mainly on Bagillt Bank and Flint Sands with high-tiile roosts between Ftint and Point of Air

Cheshire Biri Report 1971). The long-term population on the Dee seems to have remained fairly stable

,,r e: :he subsequent 20 years, *rough fluctuating considerably between 300 and 1500 birds from winter

::r ,.\ rnter. There has been a steady increase in the winter flock at Oakenholy'Connah's Quay over the past

-:-:.c B inters, lrom 400 in 87/88 to 880 in 88/89 and 1500 in 89D0. However, the latter figure was also

::.:redontheDeeaslongago aslg72l73,soitistooearlytosaywhetherrecentincreasesareanything
'--.:: ian normal variation in the Dee flock as a whoie' The distribution of Black-tailed Godwit on the

Lr::-. rr:,.\ ever, does appear to have chzmged significantly during this period. They began to overwinter

:-1 ::r:..:.umbcrs at OakenholVConn:rh's Quay in 1981182, having previously been oniy passage
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migrants. This event occurred 15 years after the Dee winter flock was first established in its present
numbers. They then inqeased strikingly in the 19g2lg3 winrer (over 500 throughout the winter) and
again in 1983184 (over 1000). The Cheshire Bird Report for 19g3 notes thar they were more difficult to
find on the English side of the D^ee than in previous years. Sykes describes large numbers using flooded
fields atShotwickduring the 19Ml85 winter, whennumbers atOakenhott/Corirrufr,, quuy *erereduced
(Deeside Naturalists Reporr 1g13l84). Almost rhe whole flock now appears to be resident for the Oct_
Mar period at Oakenholt/Connah's euay, feeding on the edge of Flinisands or along the river ar lowtide and displaced onto the marsh or adjacent pools at high tide. They have moved towards the head of
the estuary, being seen rarely in significant numbers north of Fliniat the present time. The Deeside
Naturalists' Society winter feeding prograrnme at this site suggests that boii Godwit and Knot can be
attracted to pools where grain has been put out for Mallard analeU, though this occurs mainly at high
tide, when the normal feeding areas are not available. Knot (Catidris canui) began wintering regularly
in the area only much more recently. Although abundant further downstream (u"sually 10,000_20,000),
tlreyhavepreviouslybeenqtiteanrmusualandverysporadicsightatOakenholr/Connah,seu 

ay,atleait
as far back as 197 6, unril 400 were present regularly for the first time in the 1gg7 lgg winter and 1000_
2000 in the following two winrers. They associate closely with Black_tailed Godwit, at both feeding and
roosting sites. There was also a significant change in Dunlin (C.atpina) in the l9g9/90 winter, with
roosting flocks being both larger (up to 2000) and more regular than in previous years. This change was
almost as striking as the others but whether it will be as permanent remains to be seen.

CONCLUSIONS

Thereis insufficientinformation available to accountfully forBlack_tailedGodwitandKnotmovements
into theOakenholt/Connah's euay areaduring the 19g0's. Onepossibiliryis thatchanges inthe sandflats
and mudflats brought about by the river and tide have improved the area as a feeding site, but otherinfluences, such as altered distibution patlerns and vegetation density at various potential roost sitesaround the estuary, cannorberuledout. REFERENCES DeesideNaturalists SocieryReporr(f.K.Sykes,
J.Davidso4 L977 -M;G.E.Morris, 1985-g9). CheshireBirdReport(G.A.Williams, 1964_67; R.J.Raines,
1968-73). Dee Estuary Research Review, L97Z_75 (Chaps i *d 6, C.Th;;;J.Nur*" ConservancyCouncil. The Birds of Cheshte (T.Hedley Be[;t96i). Sherarrs, Altrincham.
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CO\SER\',.1.TION ISSUES ON THE DEE ESTUARY DURING 1989.
Ian Higginson

1-.- J.: .-'l<;:arapof Clw1'danditcanbeseenthatalargeproportionof the32,26l acresoftheDee
e.:-=' :r-- u rf.n the Clwyd boundary. An internationally important site in its truest sense, the Dec

e !: -::" r: : ',Ie rop 5 most important estuaries inBritain andone of the top 10 most important in Western

E::r:e. h recognition of its importance the whole estuary was designated as a Grade I Site of Special

Sc:e;:ij-rc lnterest in 1985. As well as SSSI status, the UK Govemmenthas designated the site as a

\\"e'- :rd of lntemational Importance under the Ramsar Conservation and as a Special Protection Aree

unCei :he EC Directive on Wild Birds.

D,r,ng 1989 various issues arose which have caused conservationists @ncern over the possible

damagrng effects on the Dee estuary. Through the Dee Estuary Conservation Group (DECG) 18 local
arrdnationaibodiesvoicetheiropiniononissuesaffectingtheestuary. Wherenecessary,theDECGtakes
the required steps to prevent or minimise any damaging proposals. Many issues were dealt with during

1 989, none of them large-scale proposals such as a barrage (the threat of a Dee barrage was one reasotr

the DECG was setup in 1973) butmany small scaleprojects the effects of whichcouldseriously interfere
with the status quo of the estuary ecosystem.

Clwyd County Council are seeking planning permission for a coastal by-pass around F1int which, if
became realiry, would cut across the SSSI boundary and take a comer off Oakenholt Marsh RSPB

reserve. The DECG is unanimously agairut this proposal and has voiced it's objections against the

coastal route at apublic enquiry during March 1990. An alternative route is present !o the landward side

of Flint and at the enquiry ttre Council's obligations under international 1aw were clearly stated. Any
change to a Ramsar site must not occur unless it is the urgent national interest. Clearly a by-pass around

Flint is only of local concern. Clwyd Cormty Council employed an Environmental Advisory Unit to carry

out an Environmental Assessment of the area. During 1989 field workers have been carrying out regular

monitoring of the area. Close liason with the RSPB occurred and all data collated ready for presentation

at the enquiry. Apart from conservationists being opposed to the scheme many locals also voiced their

concern. A Flint By-pass Action Group was set up and various articles appeared in local periodicals. At
present we still await a decision from the Welsh Secretary, but this case will certainly be a yardstick to

the future safeguard of Britain's estuaries.

The DECC also voiced it's objections to the Shotton Waterlront Scheme. Tarmac Construction applied

for plarming permission to buitd a retailing, residential and watersports complex on the edge of the old
Steelworks site. Thankfully Tarmac have since withdrawn their application.

Pollution continues to be a problem within the Dee estuary. Consented industrial discharges orcur from
many industries around the estuary. Unfortunately, a lot of these industries exceed their permitted

discharge levels. The National Rivers Authority are looking towards renewing discharge leveis, so

maybe in the near future better enforcement will occur for those companies who pollute the water course.

The NRA are also looking towards preparing a Dee Catchment Management PIan in the near future.

At the Point of Air, permission has been granted for an extension of the Talacre Caravan site. However,

Presthaven Sands are planning to reapply for their extension and car park into the dune system SSSI. A
pubiic enquiry in the near future may occur to resolve this issue. Human pressures continue to be a

problem at the Point of Air with serious erosion of the foredunes caused by rip to 200 vehicles and many

Ir-rolorcyles using the area for recreational purposes, mainly during the summer months. Thankfully,
,ii-irurbance of this area by cockle-diggers during the winter months did not occur in 1989 (as opposed

to much disrurbance during the 1987/88 winter).

Eclir,,rs .\iote; Since this article was written, the Secretary of State for Wales has refused permission for

-r.: c(rstal by-pass around Flint.
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Deeside Natrtralists'Society, R_. Delves - Broughton, p. iouglas, F;rbC, Commission (Clawdd
Newydd), B. Formstone, Greenfield Valley parh i. Gradwell, T.-Gravett, N. ftuU*, n. W. Handley, B.
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], Iralenaar, I. W. Lloyd, Uyn Brenig Visitor Cenre, Loggerheads Country park, C. Lynch, E. Lyons,
B. Mee, G. Morgan, G. E. Morris, H. V. Morris, p.I. Monis, S. J. Monis, M. G. Neal, M. Newstead, E.
C. O'Grady, D. Ouer, J. C. peters, D. prirchar4 M. J. Radcliffe, R. l. H. iaines, p. H. Rathbone, T. Ap
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CLWYD ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Society was formed originally in 1956 and was rhen known as rhe 
,'Flinrshire 

Ornithologi_
cal Society". However, when in 19j4, due to Local Government reorganisation the counties
of Flintshire and Denbighshire were amalgamated to fom the new county of Clwyd, the
Society was renamed the "Clwyd Ornithological Society'. The Society's affairs are managed
by a Committee and its Officers, who are elected at the Annual General Meeting held in March
each year. The Society is a Registered Charity.

The Society's main aims are to encourage and help its members to recognise the various
species ofbirds encountered and to assist in ttre study ofbirds, and to observe and record the
distribution andmovementandbehaviourof the various species. Sothatthoseaimscan bemet,
the Society organises a series of indoor meetings during the winter months, which include hlm
shows, slide shows and lectures. Throughout the entire year outdoor meetings are held at
r.arious localities within the County, as well as some venues of special omithological interest
outside the County. The Society is a member of the Dee Estuary Conservation Group and the
Welsh Ornithological Society. There is a Hide for the use of members on a pnvate esrarc at
Llyn Helyg.

It is hoped that at1 members u,il1 become compE.tent ornithologists and consequently make
their contnbution to ornithologl, rr ithin rhe Coun11,. Naturaill,, *hilrt *ury members would
like these ideals realised in full. it is appreciared that mosr members are less scientrfically
mindedandjustderive agreardeal olpieasure and enloy,ment lrom just simply watching birds.
These members are equally welcome.

If you are further interested and require addrrion:l rniormatron and wish to join the Society,
whatever your level of interest may be. please crmplere rhe attached application form and
forward to the Honorary Treasurer :-

The Annual Subscription Rates ar. as tollo,,r:

Adulr Member aJ.f,)U

Junior/Student Member 41.00
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Send to: Hon Treasruer
Mr. E.E. Jones

Sandiway
Llanasa
Nr. Holywell
Clwyd CH8 9NE

Name: Mr / Mrs / Miss @LEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

Address:

Age:
(if under 16 years)

I enclose this application form for Membership of the Clwyd Omithological
together with the appropriate Subscription Rates to ttre value of :

f

(Cheques/Postal Orders made payable to *re Clwyd Omirhological Society)

Signed:
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STJBBIJTEO
NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS LIMITBD

Wide selection of ornithological
and natural history titles

avarlable from stock
also travel books

and maps

Mail order catalogue
on request

Personal callers welcome

LOW POSTAGE RATES

Ffordd y Llan, Treuddyn, Nr. MoId,
Tel: (0352) 77A5il (24 hours) Fax

Clwyd CH7 4LN
: (A352) 77159A




