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FOREWORD
Geoff Neal

Anyone who purchased a copy of the 1990 Clwyd Bird Report (lf you didn,tthey are still
available from the County Recorder), will notice quite a difference in the memblrship of
the CBRG listed above. Firsfly the previous County Recorder, peter Rathbone, decided
to stand down due to pressure of work. This unfortunately caused the group to lose
cohesion somewhat, until I was persuaded to take on the position of Corinty Recorder
and to reconvene the Group. By this time several of the previous members dlcided that
they were unable to continue as members of the Group, for various reasons. I would liketo thank them, namely Bryan Formstone, Brian Grey, Meivin Rogers and Julian
Weldrick, for all the time and effort which they devoted to the Group driring their period
of active membership and to thank peter Rathbone for his efforts durin{ his time as
County Recorderand all the help he has given to me since ltook overfroniirim. ln a bid
to unite all of the diverse birding elements in the county it was then decided to invite
representatives of the various local and national organisations involved with
birdwatching in Clwyd to serve on the Group. The response to this invitation has been
excellent and has resulted in the somewhat enlarged Group membership listed above.
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INTRODUCTION

I would like to apologise for the late appearance of this report, principally for the reasons
a ready outlined in the Foreword, i.e. the change in County Recorder and the partial
oisintegration of the Clwyd Bird Recording Group. Hopefully these problems are now all
cehind us, with the Group on a firmer footing and with a wider membership base. Having
now experienced the workload of a County Recorder for myself, I can understand why
Peter felt unable to continue in the position, as his expanding business interests
demanded more and more of his time. However, being a glutton for punishment I have
quite enjoyed my first few months in the post, and the responsibility of getting this report
together and, barring unforeseen circumstances, I would hope to be able to offer my
services for several years, as long as the rest of the group is prepared to put up with
me, anyway.

Some interesting records were received for the years of 1991 and 1992, including
several potential "firsts" for the county. Unfortunately there is still no definitive list for
Clwyd, but on looking through all the readily available information it would appear that
the following species are all new for the county:- Stone Curlew, Laughing Gull, (a record
of this species from 1987 has recently been submitted and is currenfly under
consideration by BBRC), Two-barred Crossbill, (the first definite record - if accepted by
BBRC), Ortolan and Black-headed Bunting.

A major feature of 1991 was the exceptional numbers of Crossbills in the county,
particularly in the Clocaenog Forest area, from where there were a number of reports of
Parrot Crossbills submitted to Birdline Northwest. Unfortunately not one of these reports
was submitted to the County Recorder or to BBRC and no descriptions are available
(this species is still a national rarity), therefore all of these records are not acceptable. I

would like to appeal to all observers who phone their sightings into Birdline, where a
rarity is involved, be it a BB rarity, a Welsh rarity or a Clwyd rarity, please submit a
description to the County Recorder so that the record can be assessed by the relevant
panel and, hopefully, accepted for publication. A list of records which were submitted
without descriptions is included as an appendix to the systematic list, if anyone can
submit descriptions for any of these which they might have seen themselves, please do
so, even if you were not the original finder.

We had hoped to include in this report a summary of records for the "missing" years of
1985 to 1988, forwhich no Clwyd Bird Reports appeared, but with this being a combined
report for two years lack of space has precluded this, Hopefully this will now appear with
the 1993 report. lf any observers have any unsubmitted records for these years, or for
any other years, we would be pleased to receive them, (complete with descriptions
where relevant!). We would also like to receive any records for "Flintshire" for the years
of 1967 to 1974, covering the period between the publication of "The Birds of Flintshire',
and the first Clwyd Bird Report. These records would be most useful in compiling a list
of the birds of the county.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

During 1992 a very generous donation was received from National power for the
purchase of a computer and specialist bird recording software, (COBRA - County Bird
Recording Application). The computer has already been used to good effect in writing
and putting together this report, and from Jan. 1st 1993 all Clwyd records will be entered
on to the COBRA database. On behalf of the Group I would like to express my thanks to
National Power for their generosity. 
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I would also like to thank the organisations which have provided f inancial assistance
towards the printing of this report, in particular our principalsponsor, Mita (UK) Limited
of Abergele, manufacturer of PVC Cable Management Systems, also phostrogen and
our other advertisers, the Clwyd Ornithological Society and the Deeside Nat-uralists
Society.

My thanks also go to Philip Snow who very kindly provided the cover illustration, to Ron
Plummer for his series of drawings which appear throughout the report, to the
contributors of articles and notes and to Len Walls for supplying weather data.

NOTES ON THE SUBMISSION OF RECORDS

Standard recording forms are still available and it would be most useful if these could be
used for the submission of all records. ln the past we have requested that all records be
submitted in Voous order, but with the Group's acquisition of a computer and COBRA
database there is no longer any need for this as all records entered can be sorted by the
COBRA program. However it would still be helpful if records are submitted in either
Voous species order or date order. lt would also be a big help if records could be
submitted on either a monthly or quarterly basis.

ln submitting records please ensure that you include the following information:-
a) Date
b) Location (with either O.S. Map reference or nearest town, village or

landmark named on an O.S. map.
c) Species (with details of sex and age where possible)
d) Number of birds seen
e) Any other Jelevant information, particularly with reference to breeding

status

The local significance of some records may not be immediately apparent to the
observer, particularly with reference to common or garden birds. please submit reports
of any unusual numbers, behaviour or occurrence outside normal habitat, as well as any
interesting anecdotes which may be of use in preparing a readable report.

Please submit all records to the County Recorder prompfly at the end of each year,
preferably by the end of February. As mentioned above monthly or quarterly
submissions would be most acceptable.

SUBMISSION OF RARIry RECORDS

There are three categories of rarity, National, Welsh and Clwyd rarities. All of these
require supporting evidence from the observer before they can be accepted for
publication. For all National and Welsh rarities a full description must be submitted,
together with an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation. A form for
such submission is available from the County Recorder (SAE appreciated) or the basic
format may be copied from the transcript below. This form may also be used for the
submission of Clwyd rarities.

AII rarity descriptions should be submitted via the County Recorder who will fonrvard
them to the appropriate body for ratification.

National rarities
Records of National rarities are considered by the British Birds Rarities Committee
(BBRC) and a list of these is published periodically in British Birds magazine.
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Welsh Rarities
Following considerable criticism of the Welsh Rarities.Advisory Group, particularly withreference to ,,lost" records, this body fras 

-now 
been disbanded by the Welshornithotogicat Society, and a new grorp, tn"-w"i.l nl""ra.'p.nJt]irlro""n rorr"o

il$:iJ:fljhairman 
and secretafu. frris gioup wirrao;uoicate on weli?rities from

Some alterations have been made to the list of species to be considered and thefollowing list now constitutes tne species consiaJreO as Welsh rarities. This list will bereviewed annually.

Cory's Shearuvater, Great Sheanivater, purple Heron, White Stork, Bean Goose, Ring_necked Duck, Ferruginous^ Duck, Surf 
'Scotei, 

lr,tontagu,s Harriei.'nolrsn_feggeoBuzzard, Gotden Eagte, 
^spotted c;ke,-C;;;e,-stone curtew, Kentish ptover,Temminck's Stint, pectorat Sandpiper, arff_freaJ"o Sandpiper, i"o-1,""'r,"Jirhalarope,Bee-eater, Short-toed Lark, Woodiarf, Snor"L*, Richard,s pipit, Tawny pipit,Bluethroat, Savi,s Warbter, Aquatic WarOfer, fr4arJ WarUter, rcterin" ti"rOt"i'rrr"toOiorcWarbter, Dartford Warbter, Barred Warbter,'Frfi.",. Warbter, R"d_t;;ril'Ftycatcher,Woodchat, Serin, Common Rosefinch, Cirf buntinJ, Ortolan Bunting, Litfle Bunting.

Clwyd Rarities
ln the past there has been a certain amount of leniency towards the lack of descriptionssubmitted with Ctwyd rarities along wittr a certain ,rornt-oi'"ritiJ.i,L"or" ot itjustified), 

.concerning the-selectionif species-considered to be Clwyd rarities. Thecounty rarity list has therefore.been reviewed Uy tfre Rarities Srngiorp'jrO'J,numOer ofthe "less rare,, species have been r."rou"J, tt*"r", a number of other species havebeen added, including those recenfly dropped as Welsh rarities, and also several othersof infrequent occurrence in the county. i; i;;;, ln oroer to try and ensure comptete

ffiH:J 
,. the report, records of thesi species wilt not be puUriineO witnouiiupporting

With apologies to the less experienced observers, it is recognised that a record from anexperienced observer, having previou" 
"rp"ii"n." or tne species .on#n"0, ,ryrequire less detail than a record from an obr"r"r. unfamiliar with the species, but abasic description of at least the principal iOentific]iion features should be supptied byeven the most experienced of observers

The following list constitutes the species considered as Clwyd rarities from 1993onwards. This list will also be reviewed annuatty. 
- --

Red-necked Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, Black_necked Grebe, Sooty Sheanrvater, StormPetret, Bittern, Litfle Egret, Spoonbiil, Sno; G;;;;, Barnacte Goose, Garganey, Red_crested Pochard, Honev Buzzard, Red Kite, fUars-f.l ffarrier, Goshawk, Osprey, euail,Corncrake, Dotteret, Wtod^Sandpip"r, Cr"v'iiir]r,op., pomarine Skua, LongtaitedSkua, Mediterranean Guil, Sabine,s Crfl, iii,g-bi["] Gult. yeilow-tegged Gull, tcetandGull, Roseate Tern, Btack Gu.iilemot, L,tif" e,ii, pr?in, Turile Dove, Long-eared Owt,Hoopoe, Wryneck, Woodtark, yr,1t9r eroii 
-Nis;ii.'srt" 

Btack Redstarr, Ceiti,s Warbter,Marsh Warbler, yeilow_browed Warbler, 
'fii"1i".i-b".rded 

Reedling, Golden Oriote,Red-backed Shrike, Great crey Shrike, in.rgh,G'pf.nd Bunting.
ln addition the Group may.re.O.yest supporting descriptions for othenrvise commonspecies outside their normal habitat ,"ng", 

".g.lntanO 
recorOs of seabirds; outside thenormal season, e.g. summer migrants in winter or vice versa; and for records ofdistinctive subspecies, e.g. Grey_h6adea Wagiaif 

-
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Format for submission of rarity descriptions

SPECIES
Number of birds Sex

PLACE
(New)

(ord)
DATE(S) of your observations
Times
Earlier/later dates by others if known
First & last dates if known

OBSERVER (BLOCK CAPITALS)
Address
Telephone
OTHER OBSERVERS (BLOCK CAPITALS)
Who found it?
Who else is reporting it, if known?
Was it trapped for ringing?

lf dead, is it preserved?
Was it photographed?
if known
Optical aids used
Previous experience of species
Experience of similar species
Weather conditions
Details of trapped bird to be completed by ringer
Date trapped

Distance from bird

County

Total Duration

Who first identified it?

Date, if known
Ringer, if known
Where?
Photographer and address,

Age

Ring number

DESCRIPTION: lnclude an account of the relevant circumstances of the observation
and a detailed description of the bird(s), preferably based on notes taken at the time of
the observation before reference to books. Attach original field notes where available.
Attach extra sheets if necessary.

And finally, is this record 100% certain? Any who disagree?

THE FOLLOWING EXTRA GUIDELINES MAY BE OF ASSISTANCE

Do not be too brief in your description of the bird, the fullest possible detail is required,
plus a sketch if possible. Do not worry if you are no great shakes as an artist, a simple
drawing with salient features noted at the time will suffice. lnsufficient detail usually
guarantees rejection, but please do not put in details of features which you think should
have been there if you did not see them.

lf you discover a British or a Welsh rarity always try to get at least one other
independent observer to see the bird and submit a description also. Please feel free to

contact the County Recorder or other member of the CBRG if you wish, they may not
always be able to get to see the bird themselves but should be able to arrange for
someone to do so.

Notes should be written at the time of the sighting and not after you have returned home
and consulted the literature. Take a notebook with you wherever you go.
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Some rarities seen by many..observers are not always submitted, everyone leaves it toeveryone else. please submit the record even if you were only one of several observersto see the bird, the more supporting evidence receivea tne Oe,ttei, anO Vorr. ,.V n" tf,"only record received.

,/,, _t
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WEATHER SUMMARY 1991
Andrew Gouldstone

January nas a colder and drier month than average, with more sunshine than normal,
but with fog on 7 days. Winds were predominanfly from the south and south-west, with
gales on sth to 8th, producing storm force gusts. Snow fell on 13 days but lay for only 3.
February was a cold month with snow lying in places for 15 days, despite some above
average hours of sunshine. The first half of the month saw winds predominanfly from the
south-east, changing more to the south-west later.

Mild conditions prevailed in March, with rainfall at expected levels and skies generally
overcast. Winds with a southerly element early on .turned more easterly, with north_
easterly gales on the 18th to 20th. Two days of snowfall did not produce much in the
way of lying snow. Higher than average winds characterised April, mainly from the south
to west quarter. Temperatures were around average as were hours of sunshine and
rainfall was below that usually experienced, although the 29th was the wettest day of the
year. Snow lay on just 1 day.

May was an average month with regards to rainfall, with below average hours of
sunshine. Temperatures were as would be expected and fog was present on 3 days.
Winds were mainly fro-m the north or north-west. The maximum temperatures in June
were very low at only 18oC, producing below average temperatures for the month
generally, aided by windier conditions. Winds were variable but with a consistent south-
easterly element around mid-month.

July rainfall was noticeably above that normally expected, with thunderstorms on 3 days.
The month was also more overcast and windy than normal. Winds were southerly in ihe
first half and then more westerly. August proved to be warmer, drier and brighter than
normal, with maximum temperatures of 24oC. The winds were predominanfl! from the
west or north early on but became very variable as the month progressed.

Generally sunny conditions prevailed in September, which was also a warmer and drier
month than usual forthis time of year. The first autumn fog appeared on 1st, with more
on 27th. Winds were from the east for much of the month, but then swung more to the
west or south-west. October saw winds at odds with itself, first from the east or south_
east, then a steady period of northerlies, followed by an equally steady period of
southerlies. lt was an unusually dry and mild month with fog on 4 days.

Although snow did not lie in November, the first snows of the winter fell in the early half
of the month. Conditions were othenarise very much as would be expected. A north-
westerly gale on 12th reached gusts of violent storm conditions and winds from this
direction dominated the first half of the month, but they swung consistenfly to the south_
west by the month's end. December was a particularly dry month, with only half the
expected rainfall and slightly above average temperatures. Storm force wlnds mid_
month were from the west or north-west, but earlier in the month sbuth_east and south_
westerlies had dominated. Snow fell on 2 days but did not setfle for long.

WEATHER SUMMARY 1992
Andrew Gouldstone

January was a generally mild month, with half the usual rainfall and above average
hours of sunshine. Winds were from the south-west early on with gales on 2nd and 3rd,
turning quite calm in mid-month. Several days with fog were recorded. February was wet
and saw temperatures and hours of sunshine above average. Snow fell on 4days but
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did not setfle. Winds were largely from the west and north_west, turning more to thesouth-west by the month,s eno,-inctuaint ;;i";"r* on 22nd

Although generally milder,than would be expected, March was also overcast and wet,and snow fell on 6 days, though again it Oii n"iiirg"r. North_westerlies predominatedearly in the month, but then thdwinjs 0"."r* q-rlt" variable. Aprit too was mitd, but withbetow average rainfail. winds *"r;;;;;i;;i"incluoea some northerties, becomingmore south_westerly as the month progr"a""a. 
' - '

May was a warm and extremely sunny month but also wet, with thunderstorms towardsthe end. During the firsti-alf *ra. nr'a. rriify'r".t"rn element, including north_ andsouth-westerties. South-easterties featured moi! r.t., on. June *;" 
";;#r; averagemonth in most ways, being warmer, ,rL;, ;;r;;, .nd catmer than is usual for thismonth. Thunderstorms did 

-occur 
to*"r"i Inin"'iil, to 10th, and fog was noted on 4

lill;l^X_1,"j,;m1;?fi",ri"s mio_monir,'*,,i.r" onrv "o^i.t"ii*iij ai""tion in

With below average hours,of sunshine, July was also quite cool. lt was no wetter thannormal however. After north_easterlies ,na'"orli_il".terlies early on,lr," iino. .*rngmore to the south_west for much of tne remainJ"r'of tn" month. With top temperaturesof only 2O.7oC August was a cooler ttran usuaimonth. lt was also wetter and windswere variable but with south_westerlie. o""rrrinjih" ,o.t.
Winds were not strono in September and had a westerly element early on but thenbecame quite variablelThe month *r. 

"oof, 
O.rIp'and.overcast with fog on 6 days inthe latter half of the month, making it tili;gg,e;i month in the period 1981 to 1992.October was very cold, wet and or!r"""t. ft,E iii.i snow and sleet of the winter fell on1Sth but did not setfle. wortn_easterty anO no-rt'i_'*".t"rly winds dominated tfriougnoutthe month, but were not unusually .trJng. 

-

Relatively mild and wet conditions prevailed in November, with some snow and fog.Winds were from the south-west early on, ttren tfre ntrtn_west mid-month and then fromthe south to west quarter in_the trti";il,;;iu"aii'g tte tirst winter gate on 23rd, asouth-westerty. The winds in December i,"* ,il-.,olifv variabte in direction. The monthwas decidedty sunny and dry, but coto ano1noii"ri., + days but oia noii"r"in rong.
Thanks are again due to Mr. Len Walls of the Moel-y_Crio climatological station forsupplying the data, and for reading Or"t, oitt i.'.rr-rrrv.
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SYSTEMATIC LIST

The following abbreviations are used in the text:
BWNR Broadoak Wood Nature Reserve
CQR Connah's Quay Reserve (Deeside Naturalists Society)-
DP Deeside lndustrial Park Water Meadows
IMF lnner Marsh Farm RSPB Reserve**
OMR Oakenholt Marsh RSPB Reserve*
POA Point of Air, including the RSPB Reserve

* These two reserves are adjacent to each other and are often combine'd in the report
as CQR/OMR** lnner Marsh Farm Reserve straddles the border between Clwyd and Cheshire,
records from this site are included only when they are considered to have relevance to
Clwyd.
Note: Unless otherwise stated records from the R. Clwyd refer to the tidal section
between Rhyl and Rhuddlan.

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata TROCHYDD GYDDFGOCH
Passage migrant and winter visitor offshore
1991 : Regularly recorded along the coastal strip, mostly in single figures, to April 7th
and from Sept. 2nd to the year-end.'A high count of 59 off Llanddulas on March 17th
may have been a build-up of returning passage birds. Good numbers were recorded
flying west at POA during gales from Dec. 20th to 26th, with maxima of 53 on 21st and
74 on 22nd.
1992: Fewer reports received than for last year, with scattered records of 1 or 2 birds
along the coast from POA to Rhos Point up to April 19th. The first of autumn was 1 at
POA on Aug.31st, with again scattered records of 1 or 2 till the year-end, and a
maximum of 5 at POA on Dec.13th. Only 1 record away from the coast, a single at
CQR/OMR on Nov. 28th.

BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica TROCHYDD GYDDFDDU
Passage migrant and winter visitor offshore
1991 : 1 to 3 occasionally recorded along the coast from January to March, on 3 dates in
September from 14th and in December. The maximum was 8 off Llanddulas on Dec.
9th, and from 4 to 8 were recorded flying west daily at POA, from Dec. 20th to 26th.
1992: The only records received (all of single birds) were: between Gronant and
Prestatyn on Jan. 26th, at POA on Sept. 13th and 30[h and at Rhos Point on Nov. 17th.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer TROCHYDD MAWR
Occasional winte r visitor
1991:Single birds reported from Kinmel Bay on Jan. 12th, Penrhyn Bay on Jan.25th,
POA on Oct. 18th/19th and Nov. 6th, and Kinmel Bay on Dec. 15th. There were 1 to 3
daily at POA during the December gales from 20th to 24th. A first-winter bird was
present on Rhyl Marine Lake from Nov. 5th to 20th.
1992: Singles at Rhos Point on Jan. 1st, POA March 4th, Gronant March 22nd,
Prestatyn Nov. 2nd and Llanddulas Nov. 28th.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis GWYACH FACH
Breeding resident anci winter visitor
1991: Breeding was confirmed at DP, Erddig Pools and Pen Dinas, with probable
breeding at Gwsaney, Llyn Helyg and Ysceifiog, whilst there were several other summer
records from suitable breeding sites. More widely recorded outside the breeding season,
with maximum numbers reported from the R. Clwyd, a regular wintering site. Birds were
present here to at least mid-April, with maxima of 9 on Jan. 4th, 10 on March 1lth and 6
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on April 8th; and from September, with 8 on Oct. 6th and up to 9 in November.Elsewhere the maximum numbers reporteAweiei on Dolwen Reservoir on Oct. 27th?llJ l Gronant pump house on Apriir2th.
1992: Breeding was confirmed at Sirotton, ifandegla and on.a small pond near Ruabon,where a pair reared 2 broods _ the first OreeU"ing record for this site. ine r.egutarwintering birds were on th.e R. CfwvO, wiitr'recJial'to rrllrr"t 19th and a maximum of 11on Jan. 11th, then .n u".1y.,:::ld 

-oj.Z.in 
trrv ZOit and regutar from mid_Ausust to theend of the year with a maximum of 11 on r.r"r. air, 1r,"'#*ir;,;#illJr_as 13 atDolwen Reservoir on O9t:. lgth and gooa'rr.;rr,were present on prestatyn GolfCourse in the early part of the V"rr, ,"iti 

" 
,.rTr,ii of S on Jan. 18th and March 29th.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE podiceps cristatus cWyACH FAWR cOpOGBreeding resident and winter visitor
1991:Bred successfully at Llyn Helyg, Hanmer Mere, Llyn Gweryd and Drury pool, withpossibte breeding at Dotwen ngs.erv-oi1 ,; th" ;;;, Atwen Reservoir. cooo numbersrecorded along the coast in winter with OirAs p[lent until late March and from lateAugust, with 1 at pOA on Juty 1 2th. Th; ,"rir'r#i, the earty part of the year was 22off Ltanddutas on March 17th-(coincidins *id 

" 
Iriro il;iliJd:;;]i"o.Jir?. tn","l,the highest numbers were recorded in r"rturn *iin'iZO_ off pensarn on Sept. 21st and93 off Llanddulas on Oct. 13th. Away frorn it," 
"o..t maximum winter numbers werere,corded on Shotwick Lake, with ZO tnlre on i.r. l9tn.1992: Breeding was confirmed at Lryn iefg, l-,ryri"erenig, Ltyn Bran, Lindisfarne Lake,Acton park and Shotton Rifte Range pool.l"n ijir."tt"rpt"o to nest on Shotwick Lakebut were subject to too much Oistufance. Sr.iirrrO"r. present along the coastat stripand in the Dee estuarv uo to May 4th and t o, JrfV'ZOtt,, with maxima of 34 at KinmelBay on Jan. 28th and is it Cony'orviR;; N;;. ;;l;1

3"=rr#=r?#"1rr,:,ffir. 
podiceps srisesena GWyACH yDDFGocH

1991: 1 on Shotwick Lake from Oct. 28th to Nov. 14th^was still in juvenile plumage, withrusty neck and remnant head_stripes. 1 fd;;;i ripon on Dec. 26th i
1992: No records.

SLAVONIAN GREBE
Scarce winter visitor

Podiceps auritus GWYACH GORNIOG
1991 : 1 at Rhos point on Jan.. 1st, and a series of records from pOA during strong galesin-tate 

_December, with 4 on 21st, z o" iqii ,i:di'ii zo,n19e2: Summer ptumase 
?lg: y:r-".. ;;;y; Er"ris on Aprit 5th and on Ltyn Hetygon May 31st. 1 on Rhyt Brickworks poot on oZi."tlinnztn.

3"?:5#,:ffii,.6.I.r. 
podiceps nisricolis GWyAcH GWDDF DDU

1991 : Singles off Llanddulas on Feb. 1 7th and Nov. 10th.1992: No records.

FULMAR Futmarus otaciali2. ADERYN_DRYC|N y GRAIGBreeding resident, suimer visitor and passage ,6i"nt
1991: Recorded offshore throughout the year and-around breeding cliffs for most of theyear, with returning birds present at cetnlvrogoii'".rrv as Dec. 1Oth. A,,blue phase,,bird was present in presrjtyn e-uarrv tn^i*ir,"iiniiir,.r,aiy ano l;.";.;il.;,;;fledsedchick was still present there on eug. Zitn. No realfy_ big offshore movements, themaxima being 270 west at prestatyn 6n "rrn. irjtf.r ,io 210 west there on Aug. 17th. lnthe December gales 50 flew west at pOA on 23rd. 

-
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1992: The first birds reported back on the breeding cliffs were 2 on Llanddulas cliffs on
Jan. 26th. A "blue phase" bird was again present in Prestatyn Quarry, throughout the
season, first seen on Feb. 2nd. Maximum numbers offshore were 350 off Gronant on
April 12th and 230 off POA on Sept. 7th.

SOOTY SHEARWATER Puffinus gnseus ADERYN-DRYCIN DU
Rare passage migrant
1991:AIl records off POA; 1 on July 15th,4 west on Sept. 16th and 3 west on Sept.
17th.
1992: No records.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus ADERYN-DRYCIN MANAW

Regular offshore during summer and autumn
1991:The only spring record was 1 off Rhos Point on April 10th, then small numbers
were regularly recorded offshore from mid-June, through July and August, less
frequently in September and occasionally in October, to 18th. The maximum reported
was 186 west off Prestatyn on June 1Sth.
1992: Recorded from July to September, less frequently than last year, but with a

maximum of 859 west off POA on July 12th.

MEDITERRANEAN SHEARWATER Puffinus yelkouan
ADERYN-DRYCIN MOR Y CANOLDIR

Rare offshore visitor
1991 : 1 flew west off Prestatyn on Aug. 17th.
1992: No records.

STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus PEDRYN DRYCIN
Scarce passage migrant
1991 : 2 west off Prestatyn on July 15th, 6 west off POA the following day and 1 west off
Prestatyn on Sept. 17th.
1992: 1 off POA on Sept. 1st.

LEACH.SPETREL Oceanodromaleucorhoa PEDRYNGYNFFON-FFORCHOG
Regular autumn passage migrant in varying numbers
1991:At POA 9 flew west on Sept. 16th and there were singles on Oct. 18th (east) and
1gth, Dec. 22nd and 24th. On Oct. 18th 11 were seen off Rhos Point and 1 was upriver
at CQR/OMR.
1992: All records in September: 9 west at POA on 1st, 39 west and 2 east there on 4th,
when 1 was also seen off Rhos Point, 1 east at POA on 14th and 10 west there on 1sth.

GANNET SU/a bassana HUGAN
Common passage migrant
1991:The first record was on April 7th when 22 adults flew west at POA in an hour and
a half, then small numbers recorded regularly offshore from June to early October,
mostly flying west, with maxima of 300 off POA on Aug. 17th and 250 west there on
Sept. 22nd. A late record was of 2 adults off POA on Dec.22nd.
1992: Again regularly recorded offshore from March to October, with maxima of 357 off
POA on March 20th, 200 to 300 there on several dates in July and August, 400+ on
August 30th and c.200 on October 4th.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo MULFRAN
Common non-breeding visitor
Regularly recorded throughout the year along the coast and in the estuaries. The two
main roost sites are on the R. Clwyd and at OMR. Maxima at these two sites were 220
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-
on the R. Clwyd on Sept. 24th 1d 150 at OMR on Nov. 9th. There was a sizeabtemovement of 560 flying west off Rhos point o. nG 18th. tntand bir;..;;; regutartyreported from Gresford Flash (maximu, ZA on-Jln. Ztnl and occasionally from thefottowing sites:- Ltyn Brenig-, iuabo, M";,-Lly. v c*l -nl 

6"I,"1-_",r,1,,i,*en andI:lIq, Mere. A party or 12iew ;ril n;;-ip;r_;lir" on Aprir 13th.1992: A similar pattern of records to tast yeart, iit-h-the maximum on tfre R. Clwyd 193on Sept. 9th. Away from the main t*o iJost;ii;;'il"r" were 60 on Gronant beach onApril 30th and 120 there on Sept. 2nd. fn[nJ i""orO, were received from AlwenReservoir, Ltyn Ated, Ltvn Brenig, ir," niul, b"l'lt b""*y, Hatt and the R. Ctwyd southof Gtan-y-wern. one ftew over the norsesnoe pal. ,""i,irriJ"rr", 
"il,ii;,iIililoMR J F y A M---j--"j A s o N D1991 116 75 66 41 55 86 1; 15 55 75 150 1111ee2 140 1oo 71 7 3 -1 

;; 20 38 1oo 44 75

SHAG Phalacrocoraxaristotelis
Scarce visitor 

___._.. *.;o.u.E,,o MULFRAN WERDD

1991: Fairly regular off Rhos point, with a maximum of 6.there on Feb. 17th. The onlyother records were 3 flvino west at pOA on .lriy iZit 
'rnd 

1 at Llanddulas on Dec. 9th.1992: The onty record awly rrom nrros poini *i.i''iinnvr Sptash point on Oct. 27th.
BITTERN
Rare visitor
1991:lonasmall
1992: No records.

Botaurus steilaris ADERYN Y BWN

pond at Pant-yr-Ochain, Gresford from Feb. 4th to 1gth.

LLWYBIG

1991; No breeding records received this year. Small numbers regularly seen along theestuaries and at intand sites, with ihJ;;ril; numbers recorded beins 25 at

[?[:Jffi1ff l;]i];'"',1ilx*l*:^t'i'''*n"'?"#:"#ff ,oi'1,no,.,-,-
1992: The onty two recorcis ,f bo;i;6;;i" .i", ,*t. near Gwyddetwern in which 14young were ringed (and ail.probabty fledsed) .nJ. .irsr" bird;;iil';;rting;ateriarto a plantation at Gtan-y-wern_"1 ieriil_'gur'ii; ;;r. maxima were 13 at ceR/oMRon Aug. 14th, 9 at ysceifiog on June f Ztn, g feeai,ngln a ploughed field at Afonwen onJune 26th and 7 on R. Clwy-d o, ..lune Zeit'*a"O"t.'rf Otn.

LITTLE EGRET
Rare vagrant
1991 ; No reccrds

Egretta garzetta
CREYR BACH

1992: 1 flew south over Shotwick Lake at 1600 hrs. on Aug. 13th.

GREY HERON
Breeding resident

Ardea cinerea CREYR GLAS

SPOONBILL
Rare vagrant

Platalea leucorodia

;33]; l,rulI}.tMF 
from rhe south on May 27th andwas tast seen there on June 2nd.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Breeaing reiiden-""ve 

v'v' ALARCH DoF
1991 : Breeding records wele re91Ve! from Dp (5 young), Greenfield Valley (4 young),Erddig (s young), Rhuddtan,and Ruabon. negufi-ririwinter at Rhyl, witn Oirds movingbetween the R. Clwyd and theJt4arine i"f,",'r"pl"'f O in the early part of the year and amaximum of 25 in November. fte maximui;;# recorded in the county was 37 at
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Hanmer Mere on Aug. 13th and there were reports of smaller numbers from CeR,
Gresford Flash, Llyn Helyg and Pentre Mawr Park, Abergele.

JFMAMJJASOND
RHYL16141646-6-2515

1992: Breeding was reported at Rhuddlan (7 young), Abergele pond (7 young), a pond
near Ruabon (5 young), Greenfield Valley (2 young), Shotton Pools and near Rhyl. A
flock was present in the Shotwick/Burton area for most of the year, and in the Rhyl area,
where birds were presumably moving between the three main sites of R. Clwyd, the
Marine Lake and Brickworks Pool, as a daily count during January at the Marine Lake
showed that numbers varied erratically from day to day between 3 and 21 birds.
Records were also received from CQR/OMR, POA, Llyn Helyg, Gresford Flash and
Hanmer Mere.

JFMAMJJASOND
RHYL 21 12 15 14 20 5 - - 6 2 _ 2

sH/WtcK 21 26 21 25 7 16 6 26 17 46 45

BEWCK'S SWAN Cygnus columbianus ALARCH BEWTCK
Winter visitor
1991: There was a record count for CQR of 40 on Feb. 3rd and there were 3 at Gronant
on March 8th. ln the latter part of the year there were 13 at Shotwick on Nov. 1 Oth and 6
adults and 2 juveniles were at CQR/OMR from Nov. 1 Oth to 1gth, these were then joined
on 20th by an additional 19 adults and 10 juvs., these 37 birds then moving to the
Shotton/Burton area where they were seen regularly to the end of the year. There were
also 6 at Gronant on Nov. 16th, 1 at POA on Dec. 20th and 8 at Bangor-is-y-Coed on
Dec. 23rd (one of these fitted with a black neck-collar).
1992: There was a wintering herd in the |MF/ShotwicUBurton Marsh area during both
winter periods, with 1 bird wearing a blue neck collar having been ringed at Kashin
lsland on the Petchora River, Siberia on Aug.4th 1991. Elsewhere there were 20 at
CQR/OMR on Jan.4th with 7 there on Oct.28th and 10 on Nov. 15th, and a singte flew
upriver at POA on Nov. 15th.

JFMAMJJASOND
SHMICK 33 45 53 7 17 70

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus ALARCH y GOGLEDD
U ncom mon winter vi sitor
1991: ln the first winter period there were 4 at CQR on Jan. 9th with a single there on
18th, and 130 flew high to the north-east over Gwsaney on March 1Oth. Later in the year
8 flew south over Pen-y-Cae on Nov. 17th, 6 flew west at pOA on Dec. 6th and there
was 1 at Llyn Helyg in December.
1992: Last December's bird remained at Llyn Helyg until Jan.23rd then it may have
moved to R. Clwyd where 1 was present from Jan. 29th to March 24th. 2 adults were on
R. Clwyd on Oct. 11th and 5 were recorded at POA on Dec.30th.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhyncus GWYDD DROED B|NC
Wnter visitor and passage migrant
1991:On Feb. 17th 170 flew high north-west over Gwsaney and 390 flew north out to
sea at Llanddulas, in two skeins of 260 and 130. There wdre also 5g off the coast on
Jan.22nd and 2 on Oct. 23rd, a single in the Clwyd Valley on Nov. 29th and 3 at IMF on
Dec. 30th.
1992: On Feb. 1st 232 were on a field west of R. Clwyd; up to 6 were present with
Canada Geese at Shotwick from Jan. 1st to 22nd and up to 8 from Feb. 6th to 13th; S0
flew.north-west over Shotwick on Feb. 14th; There was 1.at pOA on Feb. 6tfr and 2
there on O€f. 14th, and 1 at Rhuddlan on tvlarch 24th.
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WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser atbifrons GWYDD DALCEN WEN
Uncommon winter visitor
1991 : An immature was present on the R. Clwyd from Oct. 23rd to the year end.
1992: Last year's bird on R. Clwyd was seen on Jan. 1st and there was 1 (feral) at
Gresford on March 17th.

GREYLAGGOOSE Anseranser
Resident and winter visitor

GWYDD WYLLT

1 991 : The summer flock in the Clwyd Valley reached a maximum of 120 on May 6th and
this^is now one of the top fifty sites for feral Greylags in Britain. Other records inctuded S
at Gws-aney_on Feb. 16th and March 5th, with 3 there on Aug. 20th; 24 at Holt on Feb.
22nd; I at Gresford Flash on Aug. 20th; 1 at Shotwick Lake on Nov. 3rd and 3 on R.
Clwyd from Nov. 29th to Dec. 19th.
1 992: The highest count received for the feral flock in the Clwyd Valley was 71 on April
5th but 16 juveniles were recorded on June 13th, the first definite evidlnce of breeding.
A flock of c.400 flew over CeR on Nov. 1Sth and other records from CeR/OMR were of2 to 3 in January,3 on Nov. 18th and 4 amongst the Canada Geese in December.
There were 1 to 8 birds present on R. Clwyd from January to May, 1 at Gresford Flash
on l\rarch 17th and 12"grey" geese, probably this species, flew over Northop on Oct.
15th.

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis GWYDD CANADA
Breeding resident and winter visitor
1991:A breeding survey for the Wildfowl Trust located 437 birds (including at least 13gyoung) in 31 different localities, and the total population was estimated it SOO to OOO
birds. The highest actual count was of 210 at Shotwick Fields on Oct. 13th, though the
whole Dee estuary (Clwyd & Cheshire) wintering flock was estimated at 420 birds. Over
120 were present at Gresford Flash on Aug. 26th.
1992: Breeding was confirmed at Llyn Helyg (2 pairs, 6 + 3 young), Llandegla Moors (7
young) and near Ruabon. Up to 400 were present on Shotwiik fie]ds in OctJOer, with upto 300 in November and 200 in December, and presumably some of the same birdswere seen at COR/OMR where there were up to 260 in September and 232 in
December. Notable counts elsewhere included 120 at Gresford Flash on Jan. 9th, with
93 there in September; 64 at Hanmer in January; 3g at Llyn Helyg in February; ZS atLindisfarne Lake on Dec. 20th and 24 on R. blwyd on Oct. iStn. n-UirO .no*ing
characteristics of the race minima was seen on R. Clwyd on Oct. 11th.JFMAMJJASOND
CQR/OMR851-_260455232

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta teucopsis GWYDD WfRAN
Rare visitor, some feral birds occur
1991: No records.
1992: A single with the Canada flock at Shotwick from Oct 15th to Dec. 14th,
subsequently seen with the Canada flock at CQR/OMR on at least 3 dates from mid
December, and 1 with the pink-feet alongside R. Clwyd on Feb. 1st.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bemicla GWYDD DDU
Wnter visitor in small numbers
1991: There were 3 on the R. Dee at Shotton on Jan. 6th, and at pOA there were 2 or 3
regularly from January 18th into March, with 13 pale_bellied there on March 17tfi. tn the
second winter period there were 5 records of between 2 and 5 birds at pOA in
November/December, 1 flew east at prestatyn on Nov. sth and 4 were at Gronant on
Dec. 6th.
1992: At POA there were records of 2-3 dark-bellied and 1 pale-bellied in January, 3pale-bellied on Feb. 7th, 17th & 18th, singtes on Oct. 12thl13th and 25th, 5 on Nov. 8th
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and singles regularly in the latter half of December. At CeR/OMR there were 11 on April7th, 1 on April 13th and a single on 4 dates in the second half of November from 18th.Elsewhere there was 1 on R. Clwyd on Jan. 1st, 1 at Gronant on frf.r"t iAin.,iO Z n"*west close inshore at Rhyl on the unusual date of July 2gth.

RED-BREASTED GooSE Branta ruficollis GWYDD FRoNGoCH
Rare vagrant
1991 :A single at CeR on Sept. 30th was relocated at IMF on Oct. 2nd, remaining in theBurton/Shotwick area until Dec. 30th. lt had a red colour ring on its righi feg. 

- ,

1992: No records.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna HWYADEN yR ETTHINBreeding resident and common winter visitor
1991: Present throughout the year with a maximum of 9g0 at pOA in November. TheMay survey of the Clwyd estuary revealed 55 young among the total count of 2g9.
.Elsewhere onthe R. Ctwyd there were 10 at Trefnanlon Marirr 14th and iri cr.n-y_Wern on May 6th. Also 2 at Llyn Helyg in February and May and 2 at Gresford Flash onApril 24th. A pair with 6 young were seen on the R. Dee at Mostyn Dock.JFMAMJJASONDpoA 200 100 60 1oo 110 830 230 _ 60 1oo 980 600CQR/OMR 316 250 180 407 150 101 110 61 s1 4oo ioo 353R. CLWYD 30 54 50 42 28g _ 27 _ 23 26

:----a{.'

-- 
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1992: The year's maximum was on Jan. 19th when 1,000 were reported from pOA. anc
CQR/OMR also recorded its maximum in January with 600 on 19th. Up to 76 juvenites
were present on R. Clwyd in July and a pair with 5 young were at CQRIOMR on June
26th, otherurise there were no breeding records although pairs were present at 3
suitable inland wetlands during April/May. Outside the breeding season there were 3
records from upland reservoirs, 2 at Pen-y-Cae on July 20th,4 at Ty Mawr on Oct. 4th
and 1 at Llyn Cyfynwy on Jan. 10th, and a juvenile was at Gresford Flash on 8th and
11th September.

J
POA 1000

CQR/OMR 600
R. CLWYD 61

MANDARIN Aix galericulata HWYADEN GRIBOG
U ncom rnon, statu s u nce rta i n
1991 : A pair with 4 young on the R. Clwyd at Bodfari on May 24th.
1992: Single males at Llangollen on Jan.28th to 30th, Ysceifiog Lake on April 19th and
Lindisfarne Lake on Dec. 20th, with a female in Greenfield Valley on Aug. 23rd.

WIGEON Anas penelope CHWIWELL
Winter visitor
1991: Regular in small numbers at CQR/OMR and R. Clwyd, with maxima of 400 at
CQR/OMR on Feb. 17th and 250 on R. Clwyd on Dec.22nd. Up to 10 occasionally at
POA plus a maximum of 12 on Sept. 13th. There were also 60 at Rossett on Jan. 11th
and 50 on the sea at Kinmel Bay on Feb. 11th with records also from Shotton, Shotwick,
Gresford, Hanmer, Dolwen, Bodfari and Ruabon.

JFMAMJJASOND
CQR/OMR 170 400 25 2 - 4 90 50 7 30
R. CLWYD 30 70 24 39 150 250

1992: The maximum was 800 at CQR/OMR on Jan. 22nd with up to 190 on R. Clwyd in
February and small numbers at POA, with maximum 27 in December. Records were
also received from Hanmer Mere with up to I in February, and Llyn Brenig with 2 on
May 16th.

JF
CQR/OMR 800 300
R. CLWYD 150 190
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GADWALL Anas strepera HWYADEN LWYD
U ncom mon winter visitor
1991 :A pairwas present at CQR in January with the male staying until March 1gth, a
pair on Abergele Pond until Feb. 22nd and again from Oct. 23rd to the end of the year, 5
at Shotwick Lake on Feb. 9th, 1 to 3 at Gronant from February to April and in October
and December and 2 on R. Clwyd on April 24lh and Aug. 23rd.
1992: A male was present at Abergete Pond until Feb. gth and again from Oct. 29th to
the end of the year. Single males were seen at CQR/OMR on Jan. 30th, May 17th and
Sept. 29th, whilst a male and 2 females were seen there on April 1Oth. A pair was at
Gresford Flash on March 8th.

TEAL Anas crecca CORHWYADEN
Wdespread winter visitor
1991 : Good numbers in winter at CQR/OMR with up to 2,000 in January and a
maximum of 4,000 on Dec. 22nd. Smaller numbers at POA and R. Clwyd with a peak of
500 at POA on Dec. 11th. Elsewhere 50 at Towyn on Dec. 8th, 32 ai Dolwen on Jan.
13th,30 at Padeswood Pool on Sept.21st, 34 at Ysceifiog on Nov. 3rd and 26 at Llyn
Brenig on Sept. 1st. A single bird was on Ruabon Moors on Dec. 15th.
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JFMAMJJASOND
POA 40 51 30 - 30 120 150 5OO

CQR/OMR 2000 1500 200 30 - 150 15oO 25oO 35oO 4oOO
1992: Another good year at CQR/OMR with maxima of 2,500 in January and October,
but only small numbers recorded at POA. There were 90 on R. Clwyd on Oct. 26th, up
to 56 at Ysceifiog in December and 20 at Dolwen Reservoir on Jan. 4th. A female was
on Llyn Brenig on July 31st and single figure counts were received outside the breeding
season from Llyn Helyg, Ruabon Moors, Lindisfarne Lake, padeswood pool and
Greenfield Valley.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA1730-2204417

CQR/OMR 2500 1500 96 34 - 45 2oO 25oO 2oOO 810

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos HWYADEN WYLLT
Common breeding resident and winter visitor
1991 : Maxilha at the main sites were 1,OOO at CQR/OMR on Feb. 1?th, 470 at pOA on
Jan. 21st and 580 at Hanmer Mere on Jan. 15th. There were also 250 on the sea off
Rhyl on Feb. 4th and 424 in the Dee estuary at Ffynnongroyw on June 23rd. Breeding
was confimed at CQR, Llangollen, Cynwyd, Alwen Reservoir, padeswood, Greenfield
Valley and Gwsaney.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 470 180 NC 250 53 223 100 260 4oO 4oO 350 3oO

CQR/OMR 300 1000 80 14 67 510 1oO 850 5oO 250 600 5oO
1992: The maxima were 500 at CQR/OMR in January, 452 at Hanmer Mere in January,
410 on the sea off Rhyl in December and 300 at pOA on Oct.25th. During laie
AugusUearly September a large flock fed on stubble fields at Shotwick, maximum 402
on Sept. 6th and there were also 105 atActon park, Wrexham in November, g3 on a
pond near Ruabon on Oct. 10th, 82 at Llyn Brenig on Oct. 1glh,77 at ysceifiog in
December and 75 at Lindisfarne Lake on Dec. 20th. Breeding was confirmed at
CQR/OMR (8 young), Greenfietd Valley (9 + 4 young), Ltyn Helyg (6 + 7 young) and on
the Clwyd river (1 1 young).

JFMAMJJASOND
250 250 150 16 20 131 100 1oo 250 3oO 180 223
500 150 12 2 130 400 100 320 15q 2OO 16 7130 120 .40 20 - 15 40 15 _ 30

PINTAIL Anas acuta HWYADEN LOSTFATN
Wnter visitor in internationally impoftant numbers
1991 : An excellent year for this species at CeR/OMR, with peaks of 5,000 on Feb. 17th
and 9,500 on the BOEE count on October 27th, also regular at pOA in smaller numbers,
maximum of 400 on Nov. 27th. Other records received were 65 on the Dee floods at
Holt on Jan. 4th, 1 to 3 on Abergele pond in January and December and single figure
records from Llyn Brenig, Llyn Helyg, Llanddulas and R. Clwyd.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 140 152 30 2 200 26 4oO 180

CQR/OMR 200 5000 3 - _ 2 SOOO 95OO SOOO 3OOO
1992: Good numbers again in the early part of the year at CeR:/OMR with 5,000 on Jan.
22nd being the maximum, but considerably lowe: numbers recorded during the latter
part. Maxima at POA were 300 on Jan. 22nd and 182 in December and there were also
single figure records from Abergele Pond and R. Clwyd.

JFMAMJJ
POA 300 250 5 -

CQR/OMR 5000 3000 21 s4 1
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GARGANEY Anasquerquedula
Rare visitor
1991: No records
1992: A male on R. Clwyd on June 27th

POCHARD Aythya feina
Wnter visitor

HWYADEN ADDFAIN

HWYADEN BENGOCH

SHOVELER Anas ctypeata HWYADEN LyDANBtc
Wnter visitor
1991 : Regular at Gresford Flash during the winter, with maxima of 57 on Jan.22nd ard
27 on Nov. 1Oth and Dec. Bth. Small numbers regular at Hanmer Mere with a maximurnof 12 there on Nov. 17th. Elsewhere there were g at Shotton on Sept. itn, O a
CQR/OMR in November, 4 at pOA on Nov. 1Oth, 2 at Gwaenysgor pond from March gth
to 20th and 2 at Rhyl-Brickworks pool in January and December.
1992: Maximum of 65 at Gresford Flash on Jan. 1 9th, but only small numbers at the end
of the year, maximum 14 in November. Elsewhere 2-3 at Hanmer Mere from January to
March,2 at POA on Sept. 11th and Nov. 29th, 5 at CeR/OMR on Sept. inJanO f on
Sept. 30th, 3 at Ty Mawr Reservoir on March 15th, 1 on a pond near Ruabon on Feb.
9th and 16th, and 1 at Llyn Helyg in February.

RED-CRESTED POCHARD Nefta rufina HWYADEN GRTBGOCH
Rare, probable escapes
1991 : Two in the Greenfield Vailey, with singles at Shotwick Lake from Aug. 16th to 23rd
and at Abergele pond on Jan. 1 oth.
1992: A male at Greenfield Valley in January, September and December and a female
at Abergele Pond in January.

1991: Regular in small numbers at several waters in the county in January to March and
October to December, including Rhyl Brickworks pool, maximi 32 in Jarrary and 3g in
December; Rhyl Marine Lake, up to 20 in January; Hanmer Mere, 30 on Jan. gth
Greenfield Valley,20 on Jan.28th; Rossett,20 on Jan. 11th; Llyn Helyg, i7-on Feb.
26th and Shotwick Lake, 15 on Oct. 13th. Also single figure records'f-rom Gresford
Flash, Dolwen, Drury Pool (Buckley) and Abergele pond.

JFMAMJJASOND
RHYL B.P. 32 30 20 - 24 26 38

1992: There was an extraordinary count of 169 at Shotwick Lake on Jan.22nd and a
maximum of 47 at Rhyl Brickworks pool in January, up to 12 at Dolwen Reservoir in
January and up to 9 there from September to November. Elsewhere there were only
single figure counts in winter from Llyn Helyg. Rhyl Marine Lake, Hanmer Mere, Drury
Pool (Buckley), Abergele pond, Llyn Moelfre and Oakenholt pond.

JFMAMJJASOND
RHYL B.P. 47 31 - 14 21 21
TUFTED DUCK Aythya futiguta HWYADEN GOPOG
Breeding resident and winter visitor
1991:Breedingwas confirmed atShotton pools (4pairs), Gresford Flash (3 young) and
Ruabon (8 young). Numbers increased during the winter with the maximum numbers atHanmer Mere,51 on Nov. 17th and Shotwick Lake,4g on Oct. 13th. Also regularly
reported from Rhyl Brickworks pool, maximum 2g in December; Rhyl Marine Lake, up to26 in January; Llyn Helyg, 32 on Feb. 20th; Dp, up to 32 in April; 6reenfietd Vailey, 20
on Jan. 19th; Dolwen, 18 on October 1Sth and Llyn Bran, 16 on Sept. 1st.
1992: Eleven broods totalling 75 young were raiied at Dp and successful breeding wasalso reported from Shotton pools and a pond near Ruabon (3 pairs). fhe ,arirum
counts were 80 at Hanmer Mere in March, 31 at Llyn Helyg in January, ZO at nnyf
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Brickworks in January and 20 at Ysceifiog in November. There were 13 at Llyn Bran on
Sept. 13th and many single figure records from other localities.

SCAUP Aythya marila HWYADEN BENDDU
Wntervisitor
1991: Regular in the outer Dee Estuary and offthe eastern section ofthe coastal strip.
with a maximum of 250 on Dec.28th, although the highest count submitted off the coast
was only 16 at Pensarn on Jan. 13th. Elsewhere there were records of 1 to 3 from
CQFyOMR, Flint, Rhyl Brickworks pool and Abergele pond, with occasional records
from POA, the maximum being 13 on Dec. 6th and 24th.
1992: The maximum count was of 159 on Feb. 2nd with 126 off prestatyn and 33 off
Kinmel Bay. There were also several counts of 20lo7O birds on the sea between pOA
and Towyn during January to March and December, plus 72 off prestdtyn on March
12th. Upriver there were 9 at CQR/OMR on Feb. 4th and 1 there on Sept. 1 ith

EIDER Somateria mollissima HWYADEN FWYTHBLU
Scarce winter visitor
1991: There were 4 at POA on April 28th and a male there on Oct. gth.
1992: There was a female at Gronant on March 28th and 2 males and a female there on
29th, and 6 flew east at POA on Oct. 4th.

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clanguta hyemalis HWYADEN GYNFFON HtR
Scarce winter visitor
1991 : There were 7 female/immatures at pOA on Dec. 21st, with 3 records of 6 birds
there in November,2 males at Llanddulas on Feb. 17th and 10 records of single birds
along the coast during the winter months. Upriver there was 1 ar CQR/OMR on Dec.
22nd.
1992: There was a male on Shotwick Lake from the beginning of the year until March
23rd, a female at POA on Jan. 22nd, 1 al Rhos point, also on Jan. 22nd and 2 there on
Sept. 23rd.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra MOR-HWYADEN DDU
Abundant winter visitor
1991 : Large numbers off the coast during the winter months with maximum counts off
Llanddulas of 2,100 in February and 660 in December.
1992: The highest counts were 3,050'off prestatyn on March 29th and 1,300 there from
March 1Oth to 12th. There were also 1,000 off Llanddulas on Jan. 26th and 390 off Rhyl
on April 4th. A total of 170 flew west off pOA on July 27th and 2 females were at
CQR/OMR on Sept. 16th.

R>x'?t-fetHbE
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SURF SCOTER Melanitta perspiciilata MOR-HWYADEN yR EWYN
Rare vagrant
1991:A male at Pensarn from Jah.20th to 26th, with presumably the same bird dF
Llanddulas on Feb. 17th.
1992: No records

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca MOR-HWYADEN y GOGLEDD
Scarce winter visitor
1991: At Llanddulas there were 4 on Feb. 5th, 1 on Feb. 17th and 3 on Nov. 10th; A pai,
at CQR/OMR on Nov. 6th/7th; singles at POA on Aprit 17th and Dec. 28th and 1 e
Gronant on the unusual date of July 1st.
1992: There were 22 located in the Scoter flock off prestatyn on March 10th, but ttre
only other record was 1 at POA with 4 Common Scoter on Sept. 16th.

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR
Wnter visitor
1991 : Regularly recorded in small numbers from several localities during the winter
months, most commonly off the coast, with counts of up to 30 in January and 32 in
December but also from Rhyl Marine Lake and Brickworks pool, maximum 10 in
February and 11 in October, R. Ctwyd, pOA, and CQR/OMR. Occasional records of
single figures also came from Llyn Helyg, Llyn Brenig, Gresford Flash, Shotwick Lake,
Pen-y-Cae Reservoir and Abergele Pond.
1992: Maximum numbers were reported from Rhyl Marine Lake, with up to 15 in
January and 12 in December. Elsewhere there were 10 on Llyn Bran and 7 on Llyn
Brenig on April 20th, 9 on R. Clwyd on Dec. 17th and a number of records of 1 to 4 birds
from widespread localities.

SMEW Meryus albellus LLEIAN WEN
Rare winter visitor
1991:Afeniale onJ-lyn Brenig on Jan. 27th.
1992: A female at Hanmer Mere fqom Jan. 26th to Feb. 22nd.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus senator HWYADEN FRONGOCH
Rare breeding resident and common winter visitor
1991 : Most commonly recorded offshore with maximum counts of 61 on Feb. 1 7th from
Rhos Point to Llanddulas and 55 in December, and at pO{ , maximum 37 on Oct. 1gth,
also regular at Rhyl Marine Lake, with up to 15 in January and 22 in November,
CQR/OMR, with 12 on Oct: 24lh and the R. Clwyd. No breeding records were received
but a pairwas seen displaying at Llangollen in April and 3 eclipsl males were .""n n".i
Cynwyd on June 1st.

JFMAMJJASOND
coAST 30 61 14 14 10 55POA8341442137235

RHYL M.L. 15 - 6 3 22 3R.CLWYD 6 - 4 6 - 5 5 -cQRyoMR-1 _Q4-
1992: The maximum counts were 37 off prestatyn on March 11th,26 at pOA in
September and 18 at Rhos point on Dec. 24th. A male was seen at Llangollen on May
11th and at CQR/OMR there were 2 on Sept. 24th, 1 on Oct. 29th and 3 oriNov. 28th.

POA
RHYL M.L.
R. CLWYD
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GOOSANDER Mergus merganser HWYADEN DDANHEDDOG
Breeding resident and winter visitor in small numbers
1991: Breeding was confirmed at Cynwyd (5 young) and Bont y Gwyddel (15 young),
while up to 2 males and 4 females were present on the R. Dee at Benaryn Halt from
January to May and the species was thought to have probably bred in the area. 2 pairs
were present on the R. Elwy in May and 11 were on Llyn Brenig on July 18th. Larger
numbers were recorded in winter, with the highest numbers on Hanmer Mere, where up
to 59 were recorded in November. Also regularly recorded on R. Clwyd, with a maximum
of 15 in August, there were 20 on R. Elwy on Dec. Tth and 7 on Rhyl Marine Lake in
December. Singles were also recorded in winter at POA, CQR/OMR, Trefnant, the
Ceiriog Valley and on several upland reservoirs.

JFMAMJJASOND
R.CLWYD 6 8 4 - - 15 2 3 8 10
HANMER 44 11 59 41

1992: Breeding was confirmed on the R. Elwy, with a female and 8 young at one site
and a female and 6 young at another site, and at Llangollen (2 young seen). The
maximum count was 36 at Hanmer Mere in January, but there were no reports from
here for the second winter period. There were winter records of from 1 to 5 birds from R.
Clwyd, Llyn Helyg, Llyn Brenig, Lindisfarne Lake, CQR/OMR, Llyn Alwen, Ysceifiog,
Greenfield Valley and on the sea off Rhyl.

JFMAMJJASOND
R.CLWYD 3 4 2 2 2 - 1 - - 4
HANMER 36 27 5 -

RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis HWYADEN GOCH
Uncommon breeding resident and winter visitor
1991: The maximum counts were from Hanmer Mere with 21 in October and 19 in
November. There was no evidence of breeding submitted but 5 birds were present in
May at both LIyn Helyg and Gresford Flash and a pair were seen on Garegog pool on
May 12th. There were singles in winter at Llyn Helyg (Oct. 14th) and Gronant (Jan.
1 8th).
1992: There were up to 15 on Hanmer Mere from January to March and 3 to 5 at Llyn
Helyg from April to June, a male and 5 females at Llyn Moelfre on June 23rd and singles
at Gresford Flash on Sept. 6th, and at Rhyl Brickworks from Oct. 25th to Nov, 8th.

HONEY BUZZARD Pemis apivorus BONCATH MEL
Rare visitor
1991: No records
1992: A single bird was noted both at Connah's Quay and over the R. Clwyd on May
24th, these records presumably relating to the same bird. 1 flew south-east over IMF on
June 28th.

RED KITE Milvus milvus BARCUD
Occasional visitor
1991 : The only record for the year was of a single bird near Llangollen on Feb 2nd.
1992: A single at Rhuallt Hill on July 27th and 2 at the top of the Horseshoe pass in
September (date not specified) and 1 was reported from near pen-y-Cae reservoir but
no date was given-

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosis BOD Y GWERNT
Scarce passage migrant
1991 : A good year for this species with all records involving female or immature birds. ln
spring a single bird was recorded at Prestatyn on May 19th/20th, and femaies at
Shotwick fields on 26th and IMF on June 2nd. The autumn movement began in August
with a femaleiimmature at OMR on 11th, followed by possibly the same bird recorded at
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both Shotwick and CQR on the 13th; a female was at CQR on Sept. 1st with possibty
the same bird at Shotwick on 2nd and 3rd; the final record was 1 at Shotwick on SepL
gth.

1992: No records.

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus BOD TINWEN
Scarce breeding resident and winter visitor
1991:An immature male was observed being mobbed by a Peregrine at Pendinas on
Feb. 6th, this being the earliest record of a bird on breeding territory this year. A male
was seen close to Llyn Brenig (Sportsman's Arms) on March 1Oth. Later in the season
birds were seen in suitable breeding sites on April 4th, May 3rd/12th and 22nd, June
3rd,6th, 15th and 28th, with a male still being present in the Denbigh area on Sept.8th
and Oct. 2nd. On the coast there was a ringtail at Talacre Warren on April 11th and a
male at OMR on Oct. 16th.
1992: A female was seen near Abergele roundabout on Jan. 3rd, this being the only
record during the first winter period. Few records were received during the breeding
season although a male was noted on territory nearWrexham on June 12th and 4 pairs
were known to have attempted to breed, laying a total of 13 eggs. Only 1 of these pairs
were successful, with all 5 eggs hatching and 5 young fledging. Autumn and winter
records were mainly from the coast and included a female at CQR/OMR on Aug. 23rd
and a male there on Nov. 24th. There was an interesting record from Ruabon Moors
where 3 males were disturbed from an apparent winter roost on Oct. 17th, the same
observer remarking that he had noted a decline in the numbers of ringtails during the
winter of 1991192.

GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis GWALCH MARTI1
Rare breeding resident
1991: lt is common knowledge that there is regular breeding of this species within the
county but for obvious reasons locations of sightings during the breeding season remain
confidential. A dead bird was found at Pen-y-Cae on Jan. 21st and inland winter records
included a male at Llanarmon-yn-lal on Jan. 23rd and another male at Gwaenysgor on
Nov.29th. The only other non-breeding record came from OMR on Sept. 18th.
1992: There was 1 at Gronant on Feb.lst and 1 at POA on Aug. 12th with 2 over Llyn
Helyg on May Sth. A male was seen at Llanarmon-yn-lal on April 20th, soaring with 3
Buzzards. There were several other records from potential breeding areas, but in
general these were fewer than in 1991, due mainly to less input from fewer observers.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus GWALCH GLAS
Common breeding resident
1991 : The large number of records received fo-the year indicate that without doubt
population levels for this species are extremely healthy and that breeding success
remains high. Most observers recorded sightings throughout the year although there
were only 3 records of confirmed breeding submitted, from the Gwsaney estate area
near Mold, where 2 pairs were successful, from Bont Newydd in the Elwy Valley, where
again 2 pairs were successful and from Ruabon Moors where 3 nests were found and
there was evidence of more. A female was seen to kill a Collared Dove at Saughall on
April 24th.
1992: Breeding success was again noted at Gwsaney with 2 pairs in residence and the
same observer reported birds predating a winter Redwing roost on the estate. A family
party of 4 birds was noted at Flint on Aug. 2nd, elsewhere, as in previous years, birds
were recorded in good numbers across the county in all types of habitat with regular
sightings at coastal sites during the winter months.
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BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Common breeding resident in upland areas

BWNCATH

1991: Successful breeding was recorded at various sites throughout the county, not
necessarily confined to upland areas. Traditional areas included World's End/Horseshoe
Pass, where 5 nests were occupied although only 3 of these were successful, eventually
fledging a total of 7 young. Breeding was also confirmed from 2 sites in the Llanarmon-
yn-lal district and from Gwaenysgor, Llanfair TH and Rhuthun. Outside the breeding
season there were numerous records from all parts of the county except the far south
but this probably reflects the lack of observers visiting this area rather than the lack of
birds. The maximum number recorded at any one time was a party of 10 at Pentre Llyn
Cymer in Clocaenog Forest on March 21st.
1992: Fewer records were received this year, nevertheless interesting breeding records
were received for the World's End region, where 4 pairs laid a total of 11 eggs but only 2
nests were successful, with 5 young fledging. Altogether there were 7 pairs in this
general area raising a total of 7 young. Breeding was also confirmed at 3 sites at
LlanfairTH and at Gwsaney, near Mold. On Sept 1st 6 were seen together at Rhyd-y-
Foel and 6 were at Llanasa on Sept. 9th. Once more there were no records from the
south of the county although 5 were seen over Fenn's Moss on May 3rd.
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OSPREY Pandion haliaetus GWALCH Y PYSGOD
Rare passage migrant
1991:Two records were received this year, both in March, with 1 flying north-east at
Pendinas on 25th and 1 at Ty Mawr Reservoir on 30th.
1992: This was the best year for some time.The first record was of a bird which visited
Ty Mawr Reservoir on two occasions (2 hours apart) on April 16th, on one occasion it
was seen to catch a fish. This record was submitted as 2 separate birds but this is
perhaps rather unlikely, although possible. On the same day 1 was at Rhyl Brickworks
Pool and another was seen on 17th over Hawarden and Nercwys Mountain. 1 was at
Llyn Helyg on May 30th/31st and on June 6th and there was an undated record from
Shotwick Lake. There was one autumn record of 1 being mobbed by crows at Pen-y-
Cae Reservoir on Sept. 24th.

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus CUDYLL COCH
Locally common breeding resident
The county population appears to be still in a healthy state with records coming in from
all parts of north Clwyd. Breeding was confirmed at Abergele, Llanarmon-yn-lal, Ruabon
Moors (where one nest contained 7 eggs, however the observer noted that there were
fewer nests there than in 1990) and Clocaenog Forest (where five nests had a minimum
of 21 eggs producing 18 fledged young). Family parties were also seen in various places
during August including Bwlch Pen Barras (7 birds together on Aug. 11th), Moel Fodair,
near Bryn Rhyd-yr-Arian (4 on Aug. 3rd) and Mwdwl Eithin Alwen. Present throughout
the breeding season at Talacre Warren.
1992: There was an apparent increase in numbers in the Ruabon Moors/Horseshoe
Pass area over previous years and birds enjoyed a higher breeding success rate.
Breeding was also noted at Llandegla and recorded in Clocaenog Forest (3 nests with
13 eggs and 12 young fledged). An interesting but somewhat surprising note from the
RSPB at POA stated that Kestrels were uncommon there with only 1 record in April and
2 on Sept. 18th. (Perhaps the habitat is not suitable as there are no motorways running
through the reserve - YET!) Elsewhere records were down in numbers, reflecting the
general trend of fewer observers submitting records. The maximum number observed
together was 4 at Fenn's Moss on May 3rd.

HOBBY Falco subbuteo HEBOG YR EHEDYDD
Scarce passage migrant
1991: Single birds were seen at Prestatyn on July 3rd, Belgrano on July 10th, near
Denbigh on Aug. 1Sth and Shotwick fields on Aug.28th. A report from another site
stated that an adult and 2 juveniles were seen together, indicating possible breeding
within the county.
1992: A pair was watched for about half an hour at one site on May 3rd, catching and
consuming dragonflies in flight, and it was thought that breeding may subsequently have
taken place at this site. Elsewhere singles were seen at Rhyd-y-Meudwy near Rhuthun
on July 1Oth and at Overton on Dee on July 11th .

MERLIN Falco columbarius CUDYLL BACH
Scarce breeding resident and winter visitor
1991:As in previous years the majority of records were from coastal and estuarine
regions during the autumn and winter months, although according to one observer there
were more winter sightings around the Ruabon Moors area than in previous years. Peak
sightings at CQR/OMR were in October with 18 records during the month. An interesting
encounter between a Merlin and a Short-eared Owl was observed at Pendinas on May
8th. Although there were no confirmed breeding records for the year the Welsh Raptor
Study Group are closely monitoring the population which seems to remain reasonably
healthy. 
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1992: Relatively few records were received for the year and the wintering population on
Ruabon Moors was reported to be down quite considerably. At POA there were 21

reported sightings, 13 of these in the October to December period. Seven pairs were
known to have attempted to breed in the county, of which only 2 pairs were successful,
with 6 young thought to have fledged.

PEREGRINE Falco pereginus HEBOG TRAMOR
Breeding resident
1991 :The future prospects forthis species continue to be encouraging, fordespite the
loss of some breeding sites to quarrying activities and the disturbance from egg
collectors and pigeon fanciers, the species continues to do very well throughout the
county. Locations of breeding pairs remain confidential but of 4 pairs that nested in a
central region of the county 2 pairs were successful, rearing a total of 6 young, 1 nest
was found to contain infertile eggs and the other was robbed, possibly by humans.
There were many sightings from across the county during the course of the year, with a

large number from coastal and estuarine regions. POA had a total of 27 reported
sightings, including a note that a female roosted on the colliery buildings for a week in
November.
1992: ln theWrexham/Corwen area observers reported a record season with more site
occupation and breeding success than previously. 10 pairs laid 18 eggs with 9 young
reaching the fledging stage. Eggs disappeared from 2 nests, 1 clutch proved infertile,
the eggs broke in another and 2 pairs did not lay it all. Elsewhere birds were regularly
noted throughout the year from both coastal and inland sites.

RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus GRUGIAR
Breeding resident, probably declining
1991:The first young birds of the yearwere seen on Ruabon Moors on May 25th, but
the breeding season was very poor due to the cold, wet weather. Autumn numbers were
down on 1990 figures but a slight improvement was noted later. One observer reported
"desperately low numbers" at Pendinas with only 1 record of a single bird on March
10th, and there were only very infrequent records for the Moel Famau area. Other
scattered records were 2 on Llandegla Moors on May 12th; 1 at Bwlch Pen Barras on
May2Tlh and Sept.2nd,1al Mwdwl Eithin onAug.25th; a pairatWorld's End on Oct.
12th and t heard at Llyn Cyfynwy on Oct. 13th.
1992: Another very poor season on Ruabon Moors, probably due to heavy rains in late
May and early June. The first chicks were heard on May 24th and the autumn census
recorded numbers only slightly higher than in 1991. There were no reports from
Llandegla this year and the only other records received were 1 at Rhaeadr y Bedd on
May 3rd and 1 at Moel Garegog on May 16th.

BLACK GROUSE Tetrao tetrix GRUGIAR DDU
Breeding resident
1991: The importance of Clwyd as a Welsh stronghold for this species was borne out by
the number of records received from a range of localities. There were regular sightings
from Clocaenog Forest and Cae Mor with 3 females at the latter site on Jan. 29lh and 2
males and a female in Clocaenog on Jan. 30th, then most other records from these 2

sites were of single birds, between March and November. Elsewhere small numbers
were reported from Llandegla Moors, Bwlch Pen Barras and the Llyn Brenig area, with a
single male at Moel Famau on March 2ndl3rd. Larger numbers were recorded at the
traditional sites with at least 24 males at a spring lek on Ruabon Moors and 8 females in
the same area on Dec. 15th.The Pendinas lek peaked at 18 males on May 19th, with
other significant numbers there being 12 on Feb. 2nd and 25th and 11 on March 24th.
The Cilcain maximum was 6 on March 24th.
1992: Lek counts for Ruabon Moors were running at about the same level as in previous
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years with a maximum count of 23 males. Elsewhere fewer records were received, wlrr
51ale9 at a lek on Llantysilio Mountain, 5 on Jan. 1Sth at Cynwyd Forest and 2 pairs a
Cilcain on April 24th. Small numbers were reported from Clocaenog Forest durirg
January.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa PETRISEN GOESGOCH
Rare breeding residenl sfafus unclear due lo releases
1991 : lt is extremely difficult to assess numbers of truly wild birds as this species is bred
as a game bird on a number of estates in the county. Records of large numbers close to

these estates, for example at Llanasa and Gwsaney, can be discounted, but there is

one interesting breeding record from Talacre Warren where a pair raised at least 4
young, and there was 1 at Bontuchel on April 14th.
1992: The only records of note this year were 12 at Clawdd Newydd on Jan. 13th and 1

above Dinbren Uchaf on April 16th.
NOTE: A description was received (with supporting sketch) of 2 Rock Partridges seen at
Prestatyn on March 26th. These are again presumably releases from a nearby shoot
and observers are reminded of the possible occurence of this species as well as Chukar
and various hybrids of Red-leg/Chukar etc. All sightings of Red-legged Partridge should
be carefully checked to eliminate these possibilities.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix PETRISEN
Scarce breeding resident
1991: Judging from the number of records received this year it would seem that this
species is improving its status in the county. Maximum numbers were recorded at Flint,
with 9 to 11 recorded there on several dates from August to December and a peak of 17

on Sept.29th. There were also 9 at DP on Nov. 15th. There were no reports of
confirmed breeding but small numbers were seen during the breeding season at
Padeswood, Llangollen; Llanasa, Sealand, Sandycroft and Towyn, with winter records
from CQR and Conren.
1992: Fewer records were received this year, the maximum being 9 at Flint on Jan. 6th
and 4 there on Oct. 10th, with 4 at CQR on Jan.22nd and 5 there on Oct. 26th. ln the
breeding season the oniy records were of a pair at CQR on April 30th and 2 at Talacre
Warren on May 1st.

OUAIL Coturnix coturnix SOFLIAR
Scarce summer visitor and passage migrant, possibly breeding in some years
1991 : The only record was of 2 males at Llyn Helyg on May 25th.
1992:1was heard calling at Llyn Helyg on the early date of April 13th, suggesting a

possible escape. A male was heard on Shotton Marsh on June 12th.

PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus FFESANT
Breeding resident
1991:As mentioned in previous reports large numbers are released on private estates
for "sporting" purposes with many escaping and breeding elsewhere. lt is therefore
difficult to obtain an accurate picture of the status of this species, but there were a

number of reports from areas well away from the breeding pens, including Clocaenog,
Flint, Llyn Helyg, Towyn, Llanarmon-yn-lal and Bwlch Pen Barras. A female was seen
with young at Llyn Helyg on May 18th.
1992: Bearing in mind the comments above, the only record of any relevance is of 6 at
Dyserth on Jan. 1st.

LADY AMHERST'S PHEASANT Chrysolophu s amherstiae
FFESANT Y FONESIG AMHERST

lntroduced breeding resident
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1991:All records came from the two traditional sites at Halkyn and Gwsaney. At Halkyn
single males were reported on Jan. 24th and Feb. 24th, with a male and 2 females on
Feb. 27th and a pair in March (date not specified). At Gwsaney all records were of
single males, on Jan. 1st and 30th, Feb.2nd and 17th, March 25th, April 25th, June
17th and July 7th and 26th.
1992: The only reports this year were of a male at Halkyn on May 22nd,2 males
displaying aggressively at Gwsaney on April 27th and 2 there on Dec. 18th.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus RHEGAN y DWR
Uncommon winter visitor, possrb/e rare breeding resident
1991 : Normally there are onlywinter records of this species, so it is interesting to note
that 1 was seen at Gwsaney on June 29th. Breeding records for the county are rare
therefore further observations in this suitable habitat may well bear fruit. There were
many records of wintering birds from pentre Mawr pool, Abergele from Jan. gth to Feb.
25th, with 2 seen on Feb.22nd. ln the second winter period there were only 2 records
from this site, on Nov. 13th and 29th. Elsewhere singles were reported from pOA on
Jan. 3rd, 19th, Feb. 3rd and March 14th, Flint on March 31st, Gronant on Oct. 8th, 27th
and Dec. 1Sth, and Gwsaney on Dec. 14th.
1992: The only records received this year were of singles at Gronant on Jan. 1st,
Hendre on Jan. 26th and Pentre Mawr pool on Oct. 29th and Nov. 7th.

MOORHEN Gallinula chtoropus IAR DDWR
Common breeding resident
1991: This species continues to be very common in the county with many successful
breeding records submitted. Second broods were noted at many of the sites, eg
Llanasa, Gronant, CQR/OMR and Bryn Alyn, Wrexham, with single broods at pendinas,
Gwsaney, Glan-y-Wern, Pontblyddyn, Buckley, Shotton paper lvlill pools, Gwersyllt and
on the R. Dulas behind Llanddulas beach. Notable winter numbers were 27 at pentre
Mawr Park, Abergele on Nov. 13th, 16 at padeswood on Sept. 25th and 15 at ysceifiog
on Nov.3rd and 10th, and there were numerous other records involving smaller
numbers.
1992: There were fewer confirmed breeding records received this year with a pair at
Llanasa rearing a brood of 5, first seen on May Sth and a similar number in a second
brood noted on July 13th. Breeding was also reported from pendinas, CeR, Gronant,
Pen-y-Cae and Pant Glas Reservoirs, Wynnstay Lake and Ruabon. Winter records were
widespread with maxima being 18 at pentre Mawr park on Jan. 12th, 14 at padeswood
on Oct. 10th, 10 at Ysceifiog Lake on Feb. 16th and 10 at Llandegla Fisheries on Nov.
12th.

COOT Fulica atra CWTTAR
Locally common breeding resident and winter visitor
1991: Large concentrations were recorded throughout the county with confirmed
breeding from many areas. Birds with a maximum of 5 young were noted at CeR fly ash
pool on a number of occasions and a pair at Llandegla Tiout Fisheries succeeded in
raising 5 young from 2 broods. Breeding was also reported from Leeswood Top pool,
Hanmer Mere, Padeswood Pool, Ysceifiog, Drury, Shotton, Llyn Helyg, Nannerch Trout
Fishery, Gwsaney, Ruabon and Pentre Mawr park, Abergele. Largest winter numbers
were noted at Llyn Helyg where there were 128 on Dec. Tth and 109 on Nov.29th.
Dolwen Reservoir held 110 on Oct. 13th and there were 57 at Dp on Feb. gth and 51 at
Rhyl Brickworks Pool on Jan. 14th.
1992: Breeding records again came from the usual sites, witf 6 pairs and g young being
seen at Llyn Helyg on May 31st, and confirmed breeding also reported from LlJndegli
Fisheries, Ruabon, Ysceifiog and Nannerch Trout Fishery. Winter concentrations were
again highest at Llyn Helyg with 130 on Feb. 19th and 117 on Jan. gth, There were also
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1OO+ at Shotwick on Jan. 22nd,81 at Dolwen Reservoir on Sept. 13th and 37 at Rhy'{

Brickworks Pool on Dec. 26th. River records included 4 on the upper Alwen on April 4tt!

and 1 on the R. ClwYd on APril 29th.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostra/egus PIODEN Y MOR 
I

Scarce breeding resident, abundant passage migrant and winter visitor I
1991:Two pairs bred on the RSPB reserve at POA, 1 of which was successful' also 2 

|
pairs on the OMR reserve, both of which failed due to nests being washed out by high I

tides. lnland breeding was reported from Shotton and Cynwyd (on the R. Dee), with

other pairs in suitable breeding habitat at Gresford and Borras Pools, near Wrexham-

Good nu.mbers present throughout the year with up to 10,000 at POA in January,

peaking at 20,000 there on Aug. 28th; and a maximum at CQR/OMR of 6,000 during

September and October. Elsewhere there were up to 600 during the winter months at

Rhos PoinVPenrhyn Bay and between 200 and 400 on the R. Clwyd, with an autumn

peak of 800 on Sept. 13th. A single albino was present in the main roost at POA during

June and July and again on Aug. 26th.
JFMAMJJASOND

POA IoOOO 6500 4ooo 2600 2800 2800 4000 20000 16000 12000 9500 80m
cQRvoMR loOO loOO 25oO 3oOO 2500 3200 1300 5000 6000 6000 4000 15m
1992: Breeding was reported from lMF, an island in Rhyl Marine Lake and Saltney,

where a pair nested on a factory roof on an industrial estate alongside the R. Dee. Again

good numbers were present in the early part of the year at POA, with a maximum of

10,000 on Feb. 3rd, but autumn numbers were somewhat lower than last year with a

peak of 8000 on Aug. 30th. Up to 5,000 were regularly recorded at CQR/OMR during

August to October, but numbers dropped off considerably in November and December.

Numbers at other sites along the coast appeared to be similar to last year. Two partially

leucistic birds were often present at POA during July.
JFMAMJJASOND

POA 6400 1oOO0 6000 2500 2500 2000 3320 8000 7500 4700 5000 5300

CQR/OMR 3oOO 35oO 22oO 550 13 34 2500 5000 5000 5000 200 320

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta CAMBIG

Rare visitor
1991 :The bird which wintered on the Dee estuary from November 1990 was seen at

CQR/OMR on 4 days in January to 7th.
1992: No records.

STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus
Rare vagrant

1991: 1 at Golden Grove, Llanasa on June 4th.

1992: No records"

RHEDWR Y MOELYDD

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER ChATAdiUS dUbiUS CWTIAD TORCHOG BACH

Scarce summer visitor and passage migrant, has bred
1991:2 at Gresford Flash on April 23rd, with 1 there on May 1Oth. At CQR/OMR there

were singles on May 20th and July 3rd with a pair present on July 14th/1Sth, displaying

briefly.
1992: Up to 6 were present at IMF during the summer but there was no evidence of
breeding having occurred. Up to 9 birds were seen in June at a site where breeding has

occurred in the past, and elsewhere there were singles at POA on July 8th and Aug'
23rd; 1 at CQR/OMR on July 17th, 2 there on 26th and 1 on 27lh; an adult and 3
iuveniles at a site in the north of the county on Aug. 3rd, where breeding may possibly
'have occurred; and 1 on the R Clwyd on Sept. 1st.
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RINGED PLOVER Charadius hiaticula CWTTAD TORCHOG
Resident, breeding in small numbers, and passage migrant
1991:At least 5 pairs nested at pOA, where birds were present throughout the year,
with an autumn migration peak of 500 on Aug. 26th. Regularly recorded in the
Rhyl/Towyn area, with highest numbers during autumn and early winier and a maximum
oI 77 on Sept.24th. Fairly regular upriver at CeR/OMR with 40 on Feb.4th and 1OO on
Aug. 13th being the maxima recorded.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 12 11 6 10 37 50 10 5oo 20 11 20 25

CQR/OMR 8 40 1 21 2 1oO 28 4 2
1992:No reports of breeding birds received this year. Again present all year at pOA with
peaks of 105 on May 29th, 400 in August and 500 on Sept. 1st. Apart irom August with
100 present on 16th there were only 1 to 3 recorded at CeR/OMR. Numbers a-long the
coast were also highest in autumn with a maximum of 200 at Rhyl on Sept. 9th.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA I 8 12 18 105 50 13 400 5oo 50+ 12 50CQR/OMR - 3 _100 2 1

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluviatis apricaia CWTTAD AUR
Scarce breeding resident, winter visitor
1991: The first bird back on territory was on March 10th on Ruabon Moors, from where
the only report of breeding was received. Wintering flocks were generally fewer than 100
apart from 400 at Sealand on Nov. 15th, 110 on R. Clwyd on the same date and 100 at
Sandycroft on March 26th. The most regular wintering sites appear to be the Deeside
area and the R. Clwyd, with smaller numbers in the pOA./Gronant area and CeR/OMR.
There was little evidence of spring or autumn migration apart from a flock of c.75 which
flew south over Hawarden at dusk on July 21st,
1992: The first bird was back on Ruabon Moors very early, on Jan. 11th but reports
suggested that only 1 pair nested there this year. Winter numbers were generally low
apart from 320 at IMF on Nov. 16th, othenlrrise the maxima were 5g at Groinant on Jan.
18th and 52 on R. Clwyd on Jan. 31st.

GREY PLOVER Pluviatis squatarota CWTIAD LLWYD
Passage migrant and winter visitor
1991: Recorded at POA in every month except May, the highest numbers being in
October and November with 200 to 2S0, dropping to 100 in DecLmber. Smaller numbers
upriver at CQRyOMR, maximum 16 on Sept. 21st, and on R. Clwyd with 12 on Oct. 14th.
Occasional records of single figures from Rhos point and other coastal localities.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 20 70 14 23 _ 1 12 1 24 2oO 250 100

CQR/OMR I 9 6 11 _ 4 16 g 2 2
1992: Recorded in every month of the year with the highest numbers this year in the
early months, peaking at POA on Jan. 19th when 350 were present. Theie were no
records this year from CQRI/OMR and very few records from R. Clwyd with a maximum
of 6 on Jan. 9th. A summer-plumaged bird wa: at IMF on May 1gth.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 350 200 10 15 22 2 3 33 so 95 98 76

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus CORNCHWTGLEN
Breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor
1991: Reports of birds in suitable breeding habitat were received from several widely
scattered areas, including 4 pairs on the OMR RSpB reserve. All reports of wintering
flocks were from coastal areas or low-lying areas close to the Dee anA' Ckyd estuaries.
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Maximum numbers reported were 3,000 at CQR/OMR in January and November, 1.!l!Dr
at POA on Jan. 1st and 1,000+ on fields alongside the R. Clwyd on Dec. 29th.

JFMAMJJASONtr
POA 1500 180 200 300 200 200 1000 3.5]0

cQRvoMR 3000 1000 20 6 I 150 400 500 2000 3000 2000 2mj
1992: No reports of breeding birds received this year. Winter numbers followed a simita
pattern to last year with maxima of 3,000 at CQR/OMR on Jan. Sth, 3,000 in te
IMF/Shotwick area during November and December, and 1,900 on R. Clwyd on Dec
1 5th.

JFMAMJJASONE
POA 500 550 30 - 2 70 100 115 50 sm

CQR/OMR 3000 1500 1 1 7 38 250 500 450 600 2000 47{.

KNOT Calidis canutus PIBYDD YR ABER
Passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : lntermittently present in good numbers in the early part of the year at POA, whicfi
seems to be used as an alternative roost site to the English side of the estuary, with up
to 1,200 present in January dropping to 100 in March. A summer-plumaged bird was
there on June 9th but autumn passage was rather poor. Numbers gradually built up from
early November to a maximum of 500 on Dec. 22nd. The pattern was fairly similar d
CQR/OMR with maxima of 400 on Jan. 17th and 300 on Nov. 24th. Elsewhere smalt
numbers were regularly recorded at Rhos Point, maximum 15 on Feb.23rd; Gronanl
max. 100 on Feb.26th; and the middle Dee estuary, max.35 at Ffynnongroyw on March
2nd.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 1200 1000 100 2 - 1 2 10 I 71 200 500

CQR/OMR 400 2A0 300 1 1 10 300 200
1992: Numbers were generally lower than in 1991 with maxima at POA of 300 on Feb.
3rd and 250 in November, and at CQR/OMR 500 on Nov. 1sth. Very few records were
received from elsewhere and these involved only single figures.

POA
CQR/OMR

JFM
200 300 50+
200 200
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2
4

M

:
I A

,:
S

11

30

O N ,D
21 250 200
70 500

SANDERLING Calidris alba PIBYDD y TYWOD
Passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : Wintering birds on the coast were fairly mobile but were generally to be found on
the sandy beaches between Gronant and Towyn. Numbers were fairly high in the early
part of the yearwith a maximum of 195 at Belgrano beach on Feb. 2nd, but somewhat
lower in the later months with 138 at Kinmel Bay on Dec. 6th being the highest number
reported. Only 1 record upriver, at CQR/OMR on Jan. 20th
1992: A similar pattern to last year, although probably under-recorded. Maxima were
180 at Prestatyn on Jan. 26th and 101 at Talacre on Dec. 24th. None reported from the
Dee estuary this year.

JFMA
1991 140 195 - 12
1992 180 80

LITTLE STINT Calidis minuta PTBYDD BACH
Uncommon passage migrant
1991: There were 1 to 3 at IMF from May 21st to 26th and 1 there on June 13th. At pOA
there were 3 on Aug. 281h,2 on Sept. 7th and singles on Aug. 31st, Sept. 8th and Sept.
12th; singles on R. Clwyd on Aug. 22nd and24th,2there on 31st and 4 on Sept. gth; 1

at CQR/OMR on Aug. 13th and the last record was 1 at Talacre on Oct. 13th.
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CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea ptByDD CAMBTG
Uncommon passage migrant
1991: Singles at CQR/OMR on July 30th, Aug. gth and 12th, then the main passage
began on Aug. 24th when a moulting adult and 10 juveniles were at pOA and 2 were on
R. Clwyd. Numbers quickly built up at POA to 31 by Aug. 31st with a peak of 34 on
Sept. 13th. Numbers then soon dropped off and there were none after the end of the
month, apart from a very late bird on Nov. 27th. On R. Clwyd there were up to 6 during
September and the last 1 there was on Oct. 2nd. Apart from the early records above
there was only 1 other record from CQR/OMR, of 3 on Oct. 7th and elsewhere the only
record was of 5 at Gronant on Sept. 8th.
1992: An unusually early record of 1 at pOA on March 6th, then in autumn a single there
on 5 days between Sept. 13th and 19th. present daily at IMF from Sept. 12th to Oct.
13th, maximum 5 on Sept. 13th.

PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima PIBYDD DU
Winter visitor in small numbers
1991:All records from Rhos Point, where recorded up till May 9th, maximum 1S on Feb.
Sth. Present again from Nov. 3rd to the year end, maximum 11 on Nov. 21st.
1992: Again, only recorded from Rhos point, the last report being on March gth,
maximum 23 on Jan. 30th. No records from the second winter period, though
presumably present.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina ptByDD y MAWN
Common passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : Recorded throughout the year at pOA, with the highest numbers in November and
December, maximum 4,000 on Dec. 1Oth. At CQR/OMR present in every month except
June, maximum 4,000 on Nov. 12th and 24th. present during winter months in small
numbers on R. Clwyd, up to 250 in January and February, and 300 on Nov. 29th. lnland
records were 1 at Ty Mawr on April 30th, present for,,about 3 days", 11 at Gresford
Flash on May 1Sth and 2 at Shotton on May 29th.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 1000 500 500 48 100+ 13 50 950 1OO 2OO 2O0O 4O0O

CQR/OMR 2500 1000 1000 1200 100 _ 84 3oO 20 8oo 4ooo 2ooo
1992: Following last year's December maximum the highest numbers at pOA were in
the early part of the year, with a maximum of 3,700 on Jan.22nd. Again present all year
with a late winter peak of 1,500 on Nov.29th. Considerably fewer this year at
CQR/OMR, with peaks of 500 in January and 800 on Aug, 16th. The maximum on R.
Clwyd was 400 on Jan. gth and there was 1 inland record, 6 at Gresford Flash on April
22nd.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 3700 2200 2500 164 700 1SO 140 5SO 5OO 7OO+ 1500 500+

CQR/OMR 500 300 10 4 - _ 30 8oo 90 28 150 210
31

1992: More records this year with spring birds at pOA on May 12th and at IMF on May
24th,25lh and 29th. 1 at Gronant on July 1Sth, then the main passage began with 1 at
POA on Aug. 29th and 3 on 31st, with 1 to 4 regular there in September to 19th and a
maximum of 7 on 11th. Present almost daily at IMF from Sept. 13th to Oct.23rd,
maximum 6 on Oct.5th, and a single bird was present there from Nov. 12th to Dec.
11th, disappearing with the onset of hard weather.

TEMMINCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii plByDD TEMMTNCK
Rare vagrant
1991: No records
1992: All records from IMF Border Pool, in May, 1 on 15th, 2 on 25th and 1 on 2gth and
29th.
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RUFF Philomachus pugnax ptByDD TORCHOG
Uncommon passage migrant and occasional winter visitor
1991 : There was 1 present intermittently on the bunded pool at CeR from Feb. 11fli
18th, then no further records until August with singles at CQR/OMR on gth, 11th
23rd, and on 5 dates during September, occasional records there during October ndl
maximum of 6 on 19th, and 1 still present in November. Elsewhere 2 at pOA on
25th and 27th, with 1 on 28th and 30th, and Sept. 10th; singtes on R. Ctwyd on
25th, 26th, 29th and 30th, Sept. 15th and Oct. 2nd; 1 at Borras Airfield pools on Se6_
1oth.
1992: Recorded in every month at lMF, with a nraximum of 15 on Sept. 18th,
CQR/OMR there were 3 on Jan. 8th, 1 on Aug. 10th, and regular during late August adl
early September (to 14th), maximum 6 on 3rd. At POA singles on March 22nd, Seg_
2nd and 13th and Dec. 1st; on R. Clwyd singles on Aug. 29th and 31st, and Sept. 27th,

1992JFMAMJJASOND
tMF 4 4 11 6 5 1 5 8 15 4 6 5

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus GIACH FACH
Scarce winter visitor
1991: Most records were from Gronant and Towyn, mosfly singles but up to 3 at
Gronant in February and November and 6 at Towyn on Jan. 19th, recorded up to Mardr
17th and returning birds from Oct. 14th. Elsewhere 4 at pensarn on Jan. 21st, 1 on
Ruabon Moors on Jan. 20th, 1 at Flint Marsh on Nov. 24th and 1 on R. Clwyd on Deq
1 2th.
1992: 1 to 3 occasionally reported from Gronant and Towyn in January and February_
The only other records were 1 on Ruabon Moors on Feb. 8th; singles on R. Clwyd on
March 4th and Dec.20th; and at Flint Marsh on March 22ndand Dec.20th.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago GTACH GYFFRED|N
Passage migrant and winter visitor, scarce breeding resident
1991 :The only reports of birds in possible breeding areas were from Cilcain on March
24th and Gwsaney on April 1st. Widespread in winterwith the highest numbers reported
from coastal marshes and fields, and the river estuaries and valleys. Maximum count
was 85 at Gronant on Nov. 16th.

1992: Birds were present at IMF during the breeding season but no drumming was
heard and there was no evidence of breeding. Up to 100 recorded regularly at Gronant
from October to December but away from the above 2 sites the highest number reported
was 13 on a pond near Ruabon on Feb. 17th.

1992JFMAMJJASOND
tMF P 15 5 4 1 2 6 70 54 13 50 18

P = Present but no count made

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola CYFFYLOG
Scarce breeding resident and winter visitor
1991: Roding birds were reported from the Llyn Helyg area, Gwsaney and Nercwys
Mountain and reported to be present all year at Hendre. Winter records away from these
areas included singles at 2 sites on Ruabon Moors from January to March and single
records from 6 other sites, mostly in the south of the county, but 1 near Rhyl Brickworks
Pool on Feb.8th. Up to 10 were regularly recorded in Clocaenog Forest (in different
areas) during November and December.
1992: Reports of roding birds were more widespread this year, (some of these being
discovered during Nightjar surveys):- Llyn Helyg area, Cwm, Nercwys Mountain, Moel
Findeg, Tir-y-Coed Wood, Ruabon Moors and Northop. There were however fewer
winter records with only 4 singles reported away from the above sites:- 1 at Llanefydd
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on Jan.4th, 1 at Hawarden on March 8th, 1 in Clocaenog Forest on Nov. 1Oth and 1 on
Moel Famau on Nov. 16th.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa |imosa RHOSTOG GYNFFONDDU
Passage migrant and winter visitar
1991: The numbers of birds wintering on the Dee estuary are of international
importance, with the vast majority usually to be found on the upper estuary, in the
CQR/OMR/Flint area. Up to 1,000 were regularly seen there in January, with numbers
dropping off gradually to the last 1 on May 22nd. Returning birds were present from Juiy
17th and reached 1,000 by Oct. 12th, with up to 1,500 regularly in November and
December. Much lower numbers at POA with a maximum of 57 on Jan. 15th, 2 singles
in February and 1 in March, then small numbers occasionally from July to December.
The only other site where recorded was R. Clwyd with 1 on Feb. 28th, 14 on July 2nd,
then 1 to 4 occasionally to Oct. 1Oth.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA5711-12561122

CQR/OMR 1000 500 20A 30 12 - 60 12 376 1400 1500 1500
1992: Even higher numbers at CQR/OMR than last year with up to 1 ,500 in January and
2,000 in October and November. Present all year with lowest numbers in May and June,
however there was a dramatic increase in the number of birds summering at IMF during
the corresponding period and these birds were often watched flying out towards
CQR/OMR/Flint at dusk. Many of these birds were in the full breeding plumage of the
lcelandic race. There were very few records from POA this year with maxima of 7 on
May 1Oth and 4 on Nov. 9th. On R. Clwyd there were singles on Jan. 9th and 13th and
March 24th, 1 to 4 from April 12th to 21st, 6 on June 27th and 1 to 3 occasionally in
August.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA3-1-7-3-42

CQR/OMR 1500 1200 700 300 P P 280 535 665 2000 2000 1500
rMF 1 3 2 140 268 287 315 150 140 95 3 5

P = Present but no count made
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BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica RHOSTOG GYNFFONFRITH
Passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : Normally recorded only in small numbers with peaks in the early part of the
of 40 at POA on Jan. Sth and 12 at CQR/OMR on March 16th. Rather more in
with 60 at POA on Sept. 25th and 120 on Oct. Sth, and 60 at CQR/OMR on Sept. 2Su
On R. Clwyd reported fairly regularly on autumn passage from early August to
October, mostly 1 to 10 but 40 on Sept. 25th. Occasional records from the coast as [s
west as Penrhyn Bay.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 40 2 1 4 - - 1 2 60 120 25 7'.1

CQR/OMR - 5 12 3 1 12 60 15 2 -
1 992: Some evidence of spring passage this year with peaks of 100 at POA on April 4ti
and 30+ at CQR/OMR on March 7th, otheruise only small numbers recorded. Elsewhere
1 at Rhyl on Jan. 10th, occasional records of singles on R. Clwyd from June 28th b
Aug. 19th, with 16 there on July 9th. Small numbers (maximum 3) were present at IMF
with the Black-tails from June 2nd to July Sth.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 17 46 12 100 7 6 3 5 2 1 1 3

CQR/OMR 1 2 30+ 1 2 4 - - 1 3 -

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus COEGYLFINIR
Passage migrant
1991: The first record was 1 at CQR/OMR on April 16th, then 10 were on R. Clwyd on
24th, 1 al POA on 27th and 4 there, 3 at Rhos Point and 2 at Flint on 28th.
Subsequently present in good numbers until May 19th with a late record at POA on
June 9th. Peak numbers were 25 at Flint on May 5th, 21 on R. Clwyd on May 7th and 18

at CQR/OMR on May 3rd and 8th. Return passage commenced at Gronant on June
28th, on R. Clwyd on July 2nd and CQR/OMR on July 19th, with autumn maxima of 15

at CQR/OMR on Aug. 13th and 11 at POA on Sept. 10th/1 1th. 1 or 2 were regular in

September, with the last record being 2 on R. Clwyd on Oct. 25th. There were inland
records of singles flying over Ruabon Moors on May 4th and Aug. 31st.
1992: The first was at CQR/OMR on April 19th, then 3 at POA on 25th and 14 near Flint
on 26th. Apart from 50+ on R. Clwyd on April 29th numbers this year were generally
lower than last year, with maxima of 6 at POA on May gth aid 7 at CQR/OMR on May
17th. There was 1 inland record of a bii! flying over Hawarden at 10.00 PM on Aug.
20th and the last report was 1 on the R. Dee at Shotton on Sept. 17th.

CURLEW Numenius arquata GYLFINIR
Breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : Present all yearwith highest numbers at POA in the autumn and winter months
and a peak of 4,000 on Aug. 28th. Present in smaller numbers at most suitable coastal
and estuarine locations. Birds were reported in suitable breeding habitat from numerous
inland sites, mostly on higher ground, but there were no reports of confirmed breeding.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 1030 600 650 540 90 384 1300 4000 1300 1000 700 700

CQR/OMR 38 220 230 50 107 70 170 200 100 1300 50 50
1992: A similar pattern to last year with a peak of 1,700 at POA on Feb. 23rd. Breeding
was confirmed on Llandegla Moors and was reported as probable at Glan-y-Wern,
Cilcain, Llyn Aled and Llyn Bran.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 1100 1700 1000 700 100 50 1000 1250 1200 1500 800 800

CQR/OMR 50 400 20 2 2 - 58 120 55 15 44 64
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SPOTTED REDSHANK Tinga erythropus PIBYDD COESGOCH MANNOG
Passage migrant and scarce winter visitor
1991 : Small numbers rpgular at CQR/OMR from January to the end of March, maximum
11 on Jan. 5th. Autumn passage there began with 3 on July 1Oth and 4 on 1 1th, rising to
8 by Aug. 9th and peaking at 10 on Oct. 8th. Subsequently 1 to 5 there regularly in
November and December. The only other records were of singles at POA on April 13th
and 17th and Aug. 9th, and 4 on R. Clwyd on Oct. 8th.
1992: Recorded at CQR/OMR throughout the autumn and winter months, usually 1 to 4
in winter, with 5 on Jan. 5th and an autumn peak of 40 on Sept.24th. At IMF present up
to May 14th, peaking at 15 on April 25th, and from June 12th. The only other records
were from R. Clwyd, singles on Sept. Sth and Oct. 25th/26th.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus PIBYDD COESGOCH
Scarce breeding resident, common passage migrant and winter visitor
1991: A pair was seen with young on Ruabon Moors in July. The only other inland
record was 1 at Ty Mawr on Oct. 13th. Maximum numbers were recorded at CQR/OMR
and POA in autumn and winter, although present in every month. Maxima of 3,000 at
POA on Aug. 26th, and at CQR/OMR of 2,000 on Aug. 27lh and Sept 24th to 26th.
Elsewhere up to 300 on R. Clwyd (March 13th) and small numbers at other coastal and
estuarine sites.

J
POA 250

CQR/OMR 38

FMA
400 500 250
220 230 50

M
4
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JJASOND
26 400 3000 1000 1300 1600 2000
70 170 200 100 1300 50 50
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1992: Four pairs were seen displaying at IMF but no broods were seen, and
breeding was reported from alongside the R. Clwyd. A similar pattern to autumn
winter records as last year with peaks of 1,500 at FOA on Oct. 12th and 2,5ffi
CQR/OMR on Aug. 16th. The maximum reported away from these 2 sites was 410
Rhyl Marine Lake on Dec. 11th.

JFM
POA 1000 800 1000

CQR/OMR 150 200 1300

A
700
400

GREENSHANK Tringanebularia PItsYDD COESWERDD
Fassage migrant and occasional winter visitor
1991; Records in the early part of the yearwere 2 on R. Clwyd on Jan. 17th, 1 at
cn Feb. 3rd and 1 at Mostyn on Feb. 22nd, then a few spring passage records with 1

CQR May sth and singles at POA on May 10th and June 8th/gth. Autumn pass4!
commenced with a single at CQR/OMR on July 20th, then regular there until Oct. flb
with peaks of 19 on Aug. 25th and 33 on Sept.29th. At POA small numbers pres€.t
from Aug. 25th until iate September, maximum 12 on 12lh; on R. Clwyd regular fron
..luiy 23rd to iate October, maximum 7 on Sept. 8th and 28th, with 1 there on Nov. 10th.
1992: The only spring records were of 1 or 2 at IMF from mid April to mid May. The firs{
ai.itumn recorcj was 2 at Whitesands, Shotton on ..lune 29th, then fairly regular, thougi
usualiy oniy in srnail numbers from .luly to early October, maxima of 3 at POA on
sevei'al occasions, 35 at CQR/OMR. on Sept.6th, 17 on R. Clwyd on Aug. 25th and 2!
at IMF on Aug. 4th.

GREEN SANDPIPER TrinEa achropus FIBVDD GWRYDD
Fassage rnigrani and occasional uiintertisitor

199i: i et DP on.ian. 'lst, l srear Rhuddian on April 12th, 1 on the R. Clywedog d
Llanvnys-Fentre on iuly 6th. Regular at Shotton Fools in July and August, with a
maximum of 12 on July 7th,2 at POA on Sept. 12th and 1 on R. Clwyd on Oct.2nd.
1992: Reguiar in single figures at Shotton and IMF from late June to early September.
with maxima of 9 at Shotton on June 29th and 9 at IMF on Aug. 19th. The only other
recorcis were 1 at Ysceifiog on Aug. 13th, 3 on R. Clwyd on Sept. 13th with 1 there on
Nov.22nd and 1 at POA on Oct.5th.

fuIJJASON
12 15 500 700 515 1500 400
1 - 600 2500 1600 12A 415

PIBYDD Y GRAEANWOOD SANDPIPER Tinga glareola
Rare passage migrant
1991: 1 at Shotton Pools on Sept. 1st and 2nd.
1992: 1 at Shotton Pools on June 22nd.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos PIBYDD Y DORLAN
Passage migrant and summer visitor, probably breeds
1991: 1 on R. Clwyd nearTrefnant on Feb. 23rd then the first spring record was on April
11th at Ty Mawr Reservoir. Spring passage birds were also reported from R. Clwyd,
Flint, Rhyl Marine Lake, CQR/OMR, Llanasa, Gresford Flash and Hanmer Mere, which
had the spring maximum of 6 on May 4th. There were no records of confirmed breeding
but birds were reported in summer from suitable breeding habitat at Cynwyd (on R.
Dee), Llanfair-T.H., Glan y Wern, Brenig Reservoir, Alwen Reservoir and near Coniven
(R.Dee). Widespread on autumn passage in July and August with up to 31 on R. Clwyd
in July and last recorded on Sept. 24th (3 on R. Clwyd).
1992: The first was at POA on April 11th, then small numbers were widespread on
spring passage. Once again there were no reports of confirmed breeding but another
good autumn passage from late June to early September, with the maximum on R.
Clwyd of 45 on July 19th. There were October records on 1Oth (2 at POA), and 26th (1

on R. Clwyd) and 1 on R. Clwyd on Dec.4th,20th and 31st.
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WILSON'S PHALAROPE Phalaropus ticolor LLYDANDROED WILSON
Rare vagrant
1991: An immature at POA on Sept. 6th (Accepted by BBRC)
1992: No records.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE Phalaropus lobatus
LLYDANDROED GWYDDFGOCH

Rare vagnnt
1991 : A female at Gresford Flash on May 22nd.
1992: No records.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres CWTIAD Y TRAETH
Winter visitor
1991 : Most birds are found along the coast from Rhos Point to Llanddulas, with smaller
numbers in the Rhyl/Towyn area and occasional records from further east. A maximum
of 200 recorded at Rhos Point in February, March and December. All the records from
POA were during autumn passage between July 12th and Sept. 13th, with a maximum
of 12 on July 13th. At CQR/OMR there were singles on Aug. 1 1th, 26th and 28th, with 2
there on Aug. 13th.

JFMAMJJASOND
RHOS PT. 51 200 200 97 72 - 5 20 84 80 162 200

1992: Considerably under-recorded this year with very few reports from the main site at
Rhos Point. The maximum reported was 105 at Llanddulas on Oct. 26th. At POA there
were singles on April 19th, May 18th and 29th,2 on June 2nd and July sth, 1 to 6
throughout August and singles on Sept. 1st and 17th. At CQR/OMR 3 on Aug. 1Oth and
2 on Sept. 9th.

POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus SGIWEN FRECH
Uncommon passage migrant
1991: 1 off POA on July 17th and 1 off Prestatyn the following day, 1 off Rhos Point on
Sept. Sth, 1 POA Sept" 14th with 3 there on 22nd, an immature off Llanddulas on Oct.
13th and an adult off POA on Oct. 18th.
1992: 1 otl POA on Aug. 12th, then recorded there on 7 dates between Sept. 1st and
1Sth, mostly singles but 2 onTthand 3 on 11th; 1 off Gronant on Oct. 8th.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus SGIWEN Y GOGLEDD
Passage migrant
1991:The first record was 1 off Llanddulas on June 12th, then small numbers regularly
offshore from POA to Rhos Point until late October, mostly single figures but 25 flying
west off POA on Aug. 17th and 27th, 35 there on Sept. 22nd and 31 flying west off Rhyl
in t hour on Oct. 17th. There was a pale phase adult upriver at CQR/OMR on Oct. 17th
and an unusual inland record of 1 near the top of Moel Arthur (over 400 metres) on Oct.
6th on a calm sunny afternoon.
1992: The first was 1 off POA on July 26th, then a similar pattern to last year at the
coast, with a maximum oI 32 ofl POA on Aug. 30th and the last record on Oct. 13th. A
pale phase adult upriver at Flint on Sept. 1st.

LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercoraius longicaudus SGIWEN LOSTFAIN
Scarce passage migrant
1991: Singles off POA on Oct. 1st and 17th and 2 there on Oct. 18th and 19th.
1992: 3 adults west off POA on Sept. 4th and a juvenile there on Sept. 1 1th.
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GREAT SKUA Stercoraius skua
Uncommon passage migrant
1991 : An early record of 1 west off Prestatyn
2 Llanddulas Aug. 31st, several records from
18th and 4 on 19th, with 1 also seen off Rhyl

SGIWEN FAWR

on June 15th, then 1 at POA on Aug. I
POA in October:- 4 on 1st, 3 on 13th.4
on 18th. Most birds seen were flying wts,

1 there1992: The only records this year were 5 west off pOA on Sept. 4th and
October 12th to 1sth, "seen well as it fed on a dead goose on the beach".

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephatus cWyLAN MOR y CANO
Scarce visitor
1991: A good year for this species. An adult at penrhyn Bay/Rhos point on Jan. 1

and March 5th/6th; a lstwinter at Gronant on Feb. 2nd, with an adult there on Feb. 1

and a 2nd summer on Feb. 24th: an adult at pOA July 29th to 31st, Aug. 27th and Se+n
6th to 16th and 25th; a 2nd winter at Prestatyn on Aug. 15th and an adult at Gronant m
Dec. 30th. A 1st summer was found dead on Shotton rifle range on April 30th.
1992: An adult was present at Gronant throughout March; an adult at pOA on Aug. 25th
Sept. Sth and 10th; a 2nd winter at Gronant on Oct. 18th with an adult there on Nou.
20th, and 1 atAbergele on Dec.Sth.

LAUGHING GULL Larus atricilla cWyLAN CHWERTHTNOG
Rare vagrant
1991: A 2nd winter bird at POA on Dec. 20th and 22nd. (Accepted by BBRC)
1992: No records.

LITTLE GULL Larus minutus cWyLAN FECHAN
Scarce visitor
1991 : Single 1st winter birds at pOA on Jan. 6th and Feb. 16th; a 1st summer d
Shotwick on May 27lh and at Shotton pools on 29th; 15 off pOA in gales on Dec. 20th.
with 1 there on 24th.
1992:2 at POA on March 21st, and 1-2 occasionally at IMF from April to June.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus cWyLAN BENDDU
Common breeding resident and winter visitor
1991: Present throughout the year with breeding reported from several widely scaftered
localities. Up to 2,000 at POA in September, 1,100 on R. Ctwyd on Aug. Zbtn, OOO at
Hanmer Mere March 17th, and a total of 15,000 flying to roost over CeR/OMR on Feb.
1 1th.
1992: No apparent change in status, maximum reported was 1900+ going to roost on R.
Clwyd on Dec. 15th.

RING-BILLED GULL Larus detawarensis GWYLAN FODRWyBtc
Rare vagrant
1991: A 2nd winter on R. Ctwyd at Rhyt on Oct. 28th.
1992: A very confiding 2nd summer at Rhyl Brickworks pool from April l Oth to 20th.

COMMON GULL Larus canus GWYLAN y GWEUNYDD
Passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : Common visitor to the coasts and estuaries, largest numbers in autumn and
winter periods, with up to 2,000 at pOA in August.
1992: Similar status to last year, maximum reported was 1,500 at Gronant on Jan. 4th.
An adult showing characteristics of the race L. c. heinei was at Gronant on Oct. 31st.
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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL LaTus fuscus GWYLAN GEFNDDU LEIAF
Breeding resident and passage migrant
1991: Present in small numbers throughout the year, with maxima of 125 at CeR/OMR
9l^S-"pl 11th and an exceptionat 400+ at Gresford Fiash on Sept. 19th.
1992: Fewer reports than last year, with a maximum of 120 at Gresford Flash on June
17th.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus cWyLAN y PENWA|G
Breeding resident, passage migrant and common winter visitor
1991: Present throughout the year with maxima of 1,400 at Llanddulas on Dec. 9th and
1,000 at CQR/OMR on Feb. 11th.
1992: No change in status but lower numbers than last year with a maximum of 5OO at
Gronant on Jan. 4th.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus cachinnans GWYLAN GOES FELEN
Probably rare visitor, status unceftain
1991: All records were of adults, with 1 at Flint Marsh on Feb. 5th, 1 at Shotwick onSept.4th,3 there on 11th and 6 on 14th, 1 at OMR on Sept. 7th.
1992: No records.

ICELAND GULL
Rare visitor

Larus glauaides GWYLAN YR ARCTIG

1991 : An adult at Gronant on Feb. 1st and 1 7th and a 2ndt3rd year there from June 2gth
to July 14th.

1992: A 1st winter on R. Clwyd on Feb. 23rdl24lh and a 3rd summer there on June 24th,
a 1st winter at OMR on March 1 9th.

GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus cWyLAN y GOGLEDD
Scarce visitor
1991 :An adult at Shotwick intermittenfly from Jan.21st to Feb. 14th; single adults at
Gronant on Jan.31st, Feb.2nd, Feb. 16th, Sept. 8th, Oct.27th and Dec.6iir with a 2ndyear there on Dec. 7th; an adult at Flint tip occasionally between Feb. 2nd and 2gth,
and an adult at POA on Dec. 24lh,zlth and 30th.
1992: Single adults at Gronant on Jan.4th, Feb. 1sU2nd, March 1st, 1Oth and 23rd, withpossibly the same bird at pOA on March 22ndt23rd: a 2nd summer.t nnyi Sp[.n point
on Aug. 7th, and a 3rd winter on R. Clwyd on Sept. 29th.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL LaTus maTinus GWYLAN GEFNDDU FWYAF
Passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : Regular visitor to the coast and estuaries, a few inland, maximum 1gg at
CQR/OMR on Jan. 20th.
1992: Maximum 215 at CeR/OMR in November.

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyta GWYLAN GOES DDU
Passage migrant and non-breeding visitor
1991: Birds from nearby Gwynedd.colonies regularly reported offshore at Rhos point,
less frequently further east, except in strong north-westerly winds, as with 215 west offPrestatyn on June 10th, 250 pOA Nov.2nd and 3S0 welt at pOA on Dec. 2oth. Aninjured bird was found on Towyn sea wall on Jan. 6th.
1992: The maximum reported was 190 west at pOA on July 271h. A 1st summer birdwith a damaged bill was at Greenfield Valley Country park on May 2nd.
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SANDWICH TERN Slerna sandylcensis
Common passage migrant
1 991 ; 1 at POA on March 19th/20th, then 2 at Rhos Point on April 1 Oth and 2 al
on 11th. The main arrival was during late April and spring passage peaked on May '[

with 30 at POA. Good numbers on autumn passage with peak counts at POA of of
on July 19th/20th and 800 on Aug. 4th. Elsewhere regular on R. Clwyd from late Jure
early September, peaking at 250 on July 18th, and at Gronant with 280 on Sept. 8th
were upriver at CQR/OMR on Aug. 24th.
1992: The first record was 1 at POA on April 4th, with a spring peak there of 100 on
4th, and 86 at Rhyl on April 29th. Autumn passage was again very good with a peak
c.1,000 at POA on July 20th, and up to 400 regularly during August. Elsewhere tlre
Clwyd roost built up to a maximum of 364 on Aug. 16th and there were 230 at Gr

on July 24th. Upriver 2 were at White Sands, Shotton on June 29th and at IMF
were 3 on June 11th and 1 on Aug 15th.

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo MORWENNOL GYFFREDIN
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
1991: The first'records were 5 at Flint on April 28th and 2 at POA on April 29fr.
Following the disastrous desertion of the Shotton colony in 1990 there was better nffi
this yearas 170 pairs nested and 306 young birds were ringed. An adultwas seen stil
feeding young at this colony on the late date of Sept. 9th. There was one inland record
of 1 at Buckley Mountain Pool on July 20th and the maximum autumn number reported
was 130 at POA on Sept. 12th, although 400 Common/Arctic (probably mos0y
Common) were at POA on Aug. 9th. A "portlandica" phase bird was seen at CQR on
Aug. 23rd.
1992: The first birds (5) were reported at Shotton on April 30th, and a very successfr,i
breeding season there resulted in 315 pairs rearing a record number of 555 young. A
pair also attempted to breed at IMF for the first time, but were unsuccessful. Up to 140
were regular at POA in August and September, with up to 250 Common/Arctic on Aug.
3rd and Sept. 1st.

ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea MORWENNOL Y GOGLEDD
Uncommon passage migrant, has bred
1991: Singles at CQR/OMR on July 2nd and Aug. 10th, small numbers usually present
at POA during late summer and early autumn, maximum 38 on Aug. 8th.
1992;1at Flint on May 3rd, 10 at CQR/OMR on Aug. 12th and small numbers
occasionally at POA from late July to mid September, maximum 10 on Sept. 1Oth.

LITTLE TERN Sterna albifrons MORWENNOL FECHAN
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
1991 :40 pairs nested at the Gronant colony, rearing 30 young to the fledging stage.
Small numbers regularly seen along the coast from May to August, and a total of 60+
flew west past Rhyl Splash Point on Aug. 4th. At CQR/OMR 1 on July 30th, 28 on Aug.
23rd,12 on 24th and 3 on 25th.
1992: An excellent breeding season at Gronant with 52 pairs rearing over 100 young.
The maximum number recorded away from the colony was 60 at POA on Aug. 3rd, and
the last record was 2 there on Sept. 16th.

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger CORSWENNOL DDU
U ncom mon passage migrant
1991: ln spring there were 2 at IMF on April 28th, 1 on May 26th and 5 on 30th, then 1-2
from June 1st to 3rd, 3 at CQR/OMR on May 11th, with 1 there on 14th and 2 on June
4th; 1 at Shotwiek Lake on May 25thl26th and June 3rd/4th; 1 at Shotton on May 24th
and 2 in the Dee estuary at Flint on June 2nd. There were 2 at IMF on July 8th/9th and
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GUILLEMOT IJia aalge GWYLoG
Regular Non-breeding visitor
1991: Small numbers offshore during the autumn and winter months, 130 off pOj onOct. 18th being the maximum reported.
1992: The maximum reported *.":.300 off prestatyn on Oct. 22nd. During October andNovember there were regular sightings upriver 

"t'COnyOnAn, 
*itt 

" 
,"imu-, of 3 onNov. 13th and 28th.

RAZORBILL Atca torda LLURS
U ncom m o n no n-b reed i ng vi sitor
1991: 1.2 birds occasionally reported offshore in April and from July to November,maximum of 5 at Llanddulas on Sept. 13th.
1992: Only 5 records of single birds, 1 in February, 1 in September and 3 in December.

GUILLEMOT/RAZORBILL
Passage migrants
1991: Movements of auksoccasionally recorded offshore, 160 west off prestatyn onJune 10th, 270 west off pOA on Oct. lith and 310 west off pOA on Dec. 23rd.1992: No significant movements reported.

BLACK GUILLEMOT Cepphus grytte GWYLOG DDURare visitor
1991: No records.
1992: 1 off POA on MarchZ2nd.
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in autumn there was t at f{f -91aug. 4th to 6th, singtes at pOA on Sept. 21st, atCQR/OMR on Oct. 17th and 1 off Rhyllromenade on Oct. 18th.
1992: 1 at Shofton on April 26th, singies at CeR/OMR on 5 occasions in early May and6 flew south-east over IMF towards StrotwicX on the evening of May f atn. tn,autumn 1at POA on Aug. 1sv2nd, then an exceptionat record of 35 th;; $pi. iitf,,' ,l.ting onthe mud and feeding on the edge of the tide as it ebbed; another single at pOA on Sept.17th;2 at CQR/OMR on Aug. 23rd; at tMF 3 on Aug. 1Oth anO sinjre! on S"ii.'iOt ,nOOct. 2nd.



LITTLE AUK Alle alle CARFIL BACH
Rare winter visitor
1991: 1 off Rhos Point on Nov. 9th and during north-westerly gales in late

there were several records of birds flying west off POA:- 1 on 20th, 1 on 21st, 2 on

and 1 on 24th.
1992: No records.

WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus YSGUTHAN
Abundant breeding resident
1991: Regularly recorded throughout the county, winter maximum of 100 at Flint

March 3rd. A flock of 30 was at Bwlch Pen Barras on May 27th.
1992: A roost of 5OO+ was present throughout the winter at Gwsaney and other
winter flocks included 240 at Padeswood on Jan. 11th and 130 at Oakenholt on Jr-
26th.

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas COLOMEN WYLLT I
Breeding resident and possible winter visitor I
1991 : Records down by half on last year, but probably under-recorded. Most rep{
from eastern and coastal regions, maxima 41 at Flint on Nov. 17th and 23 at Trela{
on Feb. 22nd. Breeding confirmed at Llyn Helyg. I
1992: Records were predominantly from the north-eastern part of the courl
surprisingly no confirmed breeding records were received. The maximum count was I
at CQR on Jan. 8th and 19th. I
COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto TURTUR DORCHOG
Common breeding resident
1991:As with the last species most records from the eastern and coastal districts and
probably under-recorded. Apart from a daytime "roost" of 72 near Rhyl Brickworks Pool

on Oct. 25th, the maximum was 14 at Hawarden on March 17th.

1992: The same comments apply as for 1991. The maxima recorded were 26 at SL
Asaph on Jan. 6th and 25 at Talacre on Oct. 29th.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur IURTUR
Rare breeding summer visitor
1991:Only 4 records received:- 1 at Bont.Newydd in the Elwy Valley on June 2nd; 2 at
Wrexham lndustrial Estate on June 25th; 1 at Borras Airfield on June 26th; 1 at POA on

July 2nd. No reports of breeding.
1992: No records received.

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus COG
Common breeding summer visitor
1991: The first records were at Tai Nant and Clocaenog Forest on April 25th, then
reported on some 30 occasions from both lowland and upland areas with the majority of
reports being in May. The last report was of 1 at Flint on July 21st.
1992: The first record was at Northop on April 16th, followed by 1 at Carrog on 22nd,
with the main arrival being in early May when birds were widely recorded from both
upland and lowland areas. There were no reports received after June 21st when 1 was
at Padeswood.

BARN OWL Tyto alba TYLLUAN WEN
Scarce breeding resident
1991 : Breeding confirmed in only 2 areas, near Saltney and Ruthin. Singles recorded at

Cae Mor on Jan. 8th, along the Rhuddlan to Dyserth road on Jan. 17th, near Carrog on
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March 7th, near Llyn Brenig on Oct. 7th, Trefnant on Oct. gth, Towyn on Nov. 29th and
Clawddnewydd on Dec. 12th.
1992: Only 4 records received this year, 1 at Denbigh Green on Jan. 6th, Sandycroft on
Jan. 25th, POA on April 14th and Conlrren on May 30th. No evidence of breeding was
received and this species maintains a precarious existence in the county.

LITTLE OWL Athene noctua TYLLUAN FACH
Breeding resident
1991 : Reports received from throughout the county, but no breeding records submitted.
1 992: A similar pattern of records to 1991 , with again no breeding records received.

TAWNY OWL Stix aluco TYLLUAN FRECH
Common breeding resident
1991:The most frequently reported owl, but with breeding confirmed only at Clocaenog
Forest (12 nests with 26 eggs producing 16 fledged young) and at Hendre, where
fledged young frequented a farmhouse garden in June.
1992: Records received from most areas and a variety of habitats.'ln a breeding study
area in Clocaenog Forest 13 pairs laid a total of 33 eggs, resulting in the successful
fledging of 18 young.

LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus TYLLUAN GORNTOG
Rare resident
1991 :A pair bred near Llangollen raising 1 chick and another pair were sighted in the
Ruabon/Llangollen area between April 28th and May 7th, from where young were heard
calling in July.
1992: Only 1 record received, of a pair present in the Llangollen area during April.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus TYLLUAN GLUSTTOG
Scarce breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor
1991: Most records were from coastal areas during winter, including a regular daytime
roost near Rhyl where there were 1 or 2 in November from 14th and 1 to 5 regularly in
December, maximum of 5 on 8th and 17th. Away from the coast there were records of
single birds at Ruabon Moors on Jan. 12th, Oct. 18th and Nov.24th, and 1 at Llandegla
on May 8th.
1992: Last winter's roost near Rhyl continued to be used in the early part of the year
with 1 to 3 birds in January, up to 4 in February (on 11th), 3 on April 12th and the last
reco'd 2 on April 21st. A single bird was present on the Llandegla moors during May and
June but no evidencc of breeding was received.

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus TROELLWR MAWR
Scarce breeding summer visitor
1991: Breeding was confirmed at 2 successful nests at separate sites, near Coruven and
near Llangollen. Othenarise 4 were seen in suitable breeding habitat near pentre Llyn
Cymer on June 19th and 21st, 1 in Clocaenog Forest on May 29th and 2 in Cynwyd
Forest on July 13th.
1992: An increase in records this year as a result of the nationwide survey carried out
into the status of this species. A total of 21 males were recorded on territory in
Clocaenog Forest at 10 different sites, the maximum at one site being 7, and single
males were recorded at 7 other localities. Breeding was confirmed at 3 locations, but
due to the adverse weather conditions experienced in June only 1 pair was successful,
raising 2 young.
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ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP REFS TO PLACES MENTIONED IN
THE TEXT BUT NOT INDICATED ON IHE MAP IN THIS REPORT

4
Cae Llwyd Reservoir
Carrog
Cern
Deeside Pools
Oolwen Reseruoir
Dys6rth
Erbistock
Erddig Park
Flynnon groyw
Foryd
Craiglechan
Cyteilia
Holt .

Horseshoe Pass
Kimmel Bay
Kinnerton

sJ269478
sJl r 3436
sJ280r23
sJ31 3702
sH973704
sJos6791
sJ35541 6
sJ327482
sJ1 36822
sH994806
sJ1 48543
sJ328453
sJ408537
sJr 85470
sH99@05
sJ33061 2

sJr06815
sJr 96525
sJr 87605
sJ332557
sJo608r o
sJr 67697
sJ23651 7
sH950785
sJ28r 452
sJ272593
sJ21 3663
sJ368572
sJ352688
sJ33 1 466

Llanarmon-yn-lal SJ19O562
Llanasa
Llandegla
Llanferres
Llay
Meliden
Nannerch
Pend inas
Pensarn
Penycae
Pontybodkin
Rhydymwyn
Rossefi
Sealand
Soilley
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KEY TO PLACES NUMBERED ON MAP

1 Cilcain lO Llansilin
2 Connah s Ouay 1 I Llyn Brenig
3 Couen 12 Llyn Helyg
4 Greslord Flash 1 3 Moel Famau
5 Gronanl 14 Moel y Parc
6 Hanmer Mere 1 5 Nercwys
7 Llanddulas 16 Padeswood
8 Llanlair Talhaiarn I 7 Prestatyn
9 Llangollen 18 Rhuddlan

19 R.

20 R.

2r R.

Clwyd
Conway
Dee

22 Ruabon
23 Shonon
24 Shotwick Lake
25 Tryyn
24 World's End
27 Wynnstay Park
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SWIFT Apus apus GWENNOL DDU

Common breeding summer visitor
1991 :The first record was 1 at Flint on April 25th then birds were widespread by

beginning of May. No large gatherings or movements reported but there was a

southerly passage over Ruabon moors on June 23rd and 40 were at CQR on July 1

The last sighting was 1 at Flint on Sept. 16th.

1992: Widespread throughout the county. Unusually there were no April records, the

sighting being of 3 over Pen-y-Cae Reservoir on May 4th. The maximum recorded

c.300 on
271h.

passage over CQR on Aug. 12th and the last record was 1 at Towyn on

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis GLAS Y DORLAN

Breeding resident
1991 :Widespread with records being received from many lowland rivers and waters'
present on both the Rivers Dee and Clwyd. Regular on the Clwyd estuary around R[l
and Rhuddlan during the winter months. No breeding records were received.

1992: Many records received from numerous lowland rivers and waters, with some birds

moving to the coast in winter. Single birds were regular on the Clwyd estuary from latE

August to the year end, with 2 recorded on Oct. 7th and Dec. 13th. The fact that m
breeding records were received is probably not an indication of lack of breeding in thE

county.

HOOPOE lJpupa epops COPOG
Vagrant
1991 : 1 at POA on May 25th and subsequently at Talacre on the same day, where I
was present for an hour and a half. What was presumably the same bird had been seen

on Hilbre lsland (Cheshire) in the early morning of the same day.
1992: No records.

GREEN WOODPECKER P|CUS Viridis CNOCELL WERDD

Breeding resident
1991 : Widespread, and recorded throughout the county in both upland and lowland
areas-
1992: All records this year were from the eastern half of the county. Breeding was
confirmed at a regular site at Marford, where a pair were seen feeding a juvenile on July
1 gth.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocoous maior CNOCELL FRAITH FWYAF

Breeding resident
1991 :Widespread in most areas throughout the county, with over 50 records received.
Breeding was confirmed at one site.
1992: Widespread, with records from all corners of Clwyd and breeding records
submitted from 3 localities. As is often the case in July/August a family party regularly
visited a peanut feeder in a Llanddulas garden.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus minor CNOCELL FRAITH LEIAF

Local breeding resident
1991 : Reported on only 9 occasions. A male was observed singing near Llangollen on

June 13th and 1Sth.

1992: More elusive than the previous 2 species, records were received from only 5

locations in the county, therefore it is nice to record that a male was seen feeding a

juvenile near Llangollen on June 1 1th.
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SKYLARK Alauda arvensis EHEDYDD
Breeding resident and winter visitor
1991 : The first song was heard on Ruabon Moors on Feb. 23rd and c.25 pairs were
present in the breeding season around the Shotton paper Company Lagoon, but most
reports received were of winter birds. At CQR/OMR the maximum in the early part of the
yearwas 100 on Jan.4th, but there were large numbers there in November/December,
with a peak of 400 on Nov. 9th. At POA at least 3 pairs bred and 200 were present on
Nov. 10th. There were 200 at Gronant on Oct. 27th, rising to 230 by Dec. 6th, and other
noteworthy flocks were 150 at Trelawnyd in snowy weather on Feb.2nd and g4 at
Rhuddlan Marsh on Dec. 2nd.
1992: No specific reports were received of breeding bird numbers. Winter numbers at
both POA and CQR/OMR were down on last year with a maximum of 70 at OMR on
Jan. 27th. Passage birds were in good numbers on Oct 5th when 260 were at pOA and
a further 70 at Gronant and large numbers were present in autumn and winter in the
IMF/Shotwick Fields area with a maximum of 500 on Sept. 30th.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia GWENNOL y GLENNYDD
Summer visitor and passage migrant with small numbers breeding
1991:Apart from 1 at IMF on March 9th the first record was of 1 near Ruabon on April
2nd. Breeding was reported from Llanfair T. H. and near Afonwen but no details of
numbers were received, and there were at least 10 occupied burrows at a colony near
Llangollen which was not occupied in 1990. Maximum numbers reported were 60 at
Gresford Flash on July 20th and 50 passing through pOA on Sept. 25th

1992: The first record was at IMF on April 1st, (as was the last on Sept. 7th.) and the
main influx occurred around mid to late April with 40 at Glan-y-Wern on 19th and 35 at
IMF on 23rd. Breeding colonies were reported from near Nannerch (approx. 30 pairs),
near Llangollen (up to 20 nest holes occupied), the R. Clwyd bank near Denbigh (,,many
nests"), Llanfair T. H. (pair with 3 recently fledged juveniles still present on Sept. 2nd)
and Caen,lrys (2 birds at nesting site on May 10th).

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica GWENNOL
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
1991:The first records were of 1 flying inland at CQR at 5.10 pM on April 7th and 1 at
Pen-y-Cae on April 1Oth, with peak spring passage numbers at pOA on April 2gth when
177 passed through to the north-east. The maximum numbers recorded on autumn
passage were 120 at CQR/OMR on Sept. 13th and 150 at pOA on Sept. 22nd. There
were several records in October up to gth when 1 was at pOA, then a very late record of
6 feeding over a farm near Ruthin on Nov. 4th.
1992: On March 22nd one was found dead near Flint, considered by the observer to
have been dead for at least 2 weeks, but the first live one was at pOA on April 11th,
followed by 2 at IMF on 13th and the main influx during the second half of the month.
Breeding success seemed to be quite high with 21 pairs in a study area in the north-east
of the county raising 136 young, The maximum recorded was 2ZO near Flint on Aug.
18th and the last record was of 5 at IMF on Oct. 17th.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica GWENNOL y BONDO
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
1991:Two birds were reported to Birdline NW at Rhos-on-Sea on March 25th and there
was 1 there on April 11th, othenvise the next record was on April 25th near Ruabon,
with the main arrival in late April/early May. Recorded throughout the county with a
maximum of 100 near Flint on Aug. 11th but no reports of breeding were received. Late
records involved 2 at Towyn on Oct. 28th and 2 at Flint on 29th.
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1992: The first reports were of 2 at IMF on April 17th and 1 at Flint on 20th.
numbers were recorded in early autumn with 300 at IMF on Aug. 23rd and c.1
Marsh on Aug. 30th. Young birds were reported still in a nest at Llanasa on
having left by 27th and the last report was of 10 at OMR on Oct. 8th.

CORHEDYDD Y COED

00 at

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
1991: The first record was from Carrog on April 13th, then spring passage
flying north-east at POA on April 27th, followed by a further 20 on 28th and there
late passage birds at Talacre Warren on May 26th. Reports of birds on breeding
were received from several areas, mostly in the south of the county, but there were
records of confirmed breeding. Autumn passage included 1 at POA on Sept. 8th
least 20 seen at Gwaenysgor over the period Sept. 7th to 1 3th and the last record
above World's End on Sept. 17th.
1992: There was an exceptionally early report of 3 at Talacre Warren on March
with the next record being a singing male at Panorama, near Llangollen on April 23rd.
total of 14 flew north-east at POA on April 25th and there were 15 at Talacre Warren
27th. The last record was 1 flying south over IMF on Sept. 1sth.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis CORHEDYDD y WAUN
Common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
1991: Up to 40 were recorded in both winter periods at POA, where at least 5 pairs
thought to have bred, and there was a heavy spring passage there on April 28th
510 birds flying north-east. The first birds in song on Ruabon Moors were heard
March 1oth, then in a cold snap there were 200 birds grounded near Ty Mawr
on March 21st. On Sept. 20th 100 were feeding in a clearfell area in Clocaenog
and small numbers were recorded flying south over Ruabon Moors between Sept. 2
and Oct. 21st.
1992: Numberswintering on Ruabon Moors, as in 1991, showed a distinct increase
totals in the 1980's, and an exceptional breeding season was experienced there
nearly double the number of nests encountered. Otherwise there were few reports
note, the maximum recorded being 500+ in the Prestatyn/Gronant area on March 29th.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus CORHEDYDD y GRAIG
Wnter visitor
1991 : Small numbers were present at POA in both winter periods with maxima of 5 on
Jan. 30th and 4 on Dec. 10th, with an unusual record of 1 there at the end of July.
Elsewhere there were 5 at CQR/OMR on Nov. 4th with 1 there on Jan 3rd and
occasional records of single birds from Rhos PoinUPenrhyn Bay.
1992: Apart from 8 at Flint Marsh on Oct. 25th there were only occasional records of 1

or 2 birds from POA, CQR/OMR and Rhos Point in the winter months.

YELLOWWAGTAIL Motacilla flava SIGLEN FELEN
Rare breeding summer visitor, and passage migrant
1991: The first records received were singles at Ty Mawr Reservoir on April 12th and
Shotwick Lake on 13th. Spring passage included 8 flying north-east at POA on April
28th with 1 at Flint on the same date, 2 at OMR on April 29th and singles at POA and
Wrexham lndustrial Estate on May 9th. The small number of records during the
breeding season came from the extreme north-east of the county, where a pair was
seen displaying at Sealand on May 12th and there were 6 there on May 19th. A juvenile
was at Shotton on Sept. 7th and autumn passage birds included 1 at POA on Aug.31st,
1 flying over Hawarden on Sept. 12th, 3 at CQR/OMR on 14th and 1 at Flint on 15th. A
female of the Blue-headed race, M. f. flava, was at Shotwick Lake from May 22nd lo
27th
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1992: There were singles at POA on April 20th and iith, 1 at Flint sewage works on
24th and 5 at CQR on May 3rd. All other records came from lMFrShotwick where small
numbers were known to have bred. A female of the Blue'headed race, M. f , flava was at

Shotwick Lake on May 8th.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea SIGLEN LWY'D

Com mon breeding resident
1991: Breeding records were received from several widely spread areas, mostly in

upland areas. with some birds moving to the coast in winter A party of 6 present on the
R. Elwy, St. Asaph on Dec. 7th was a noteworthy record.
1992: A similar pattern of records to those received in 1991

PIED WAGTAIL. Motacilla alba SIGLEN FRAITH
Common breeding resldent and passage migrant
1991 : Widespread throughout the county with up to 200 present in July from OMR to
Bagilltandalargecountof 150 juvenilesatPOAonSepl. 13th Over50flewsouthover
Pen-y-Cae Reservoit on March ath, possibly birrls going to roost and there was
evidence of spring passage at POA on April 28th, when a total of 28 PiedAflhite flew
north-east. Good numbers of White Wagtails, M. a alba were recorded in spring from
March 13th when 2 were on the R. Ciwyd, where there was a maximum of 50 on May
2nd, and up to 40 were presenl in April at CQR/OMR with 23 on May 3rd. Small
numbers were also recorded fronl ,joastal regions from trOA to Rhos Point.
1992: The maximum number reported was 126 on St. Asaoh cricket field on Jan.6th.
White Wagtails, M. a. alba were onl! recoroed rn sinSile figures with an early record of 1

at Dyserth sewage farm on Feb 29th and a maximum of I at POA on April 20th.

WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus CYNFFON SIDAN
Rare winter visitor
1991: There was a large influx into North-west England tn the early part of the year but
the only Clwyd records were 1 at Buckley on Jan 26th, 3 at Rhos-on-Sea on Feb. 11th
and 18 at Denbigh on Feb" 19th. There was also 1 record in the latter part of the year, of
1 at POA on Nov. 27th.
1992: No records received.

DIPPER Cinclus cinclus GRONWEN Y DWR
Wdespread breeding resident
1991: Recorded throughout the year on most suitable rivers and streams with breeding
confirmed at several sites, including a number close to the coast, only marginally above
sea level.
1992: No change in status .

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes DRYW
Common breeding resident
1991 : Following last year's high totals, numbers were somewhat reduced on the Ruabon
Moors census plot. Othenarise no significant reports received.
1992: No apparent change in status.

DUNNOCK Prune\Ia modu\AriS LLWYD Y GWRYCH
Common breeding resident
1991/1992: Very few records submitted. No apparent change in status,

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula ROBIN GOCH
Common breeding resident and paftial migrant
1991/1992: Very few records received No apparent change in status
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REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus TTNGOCH
Faidy common breeding summer visitor, mainly to upland areas
1991: The first record was near Llidiart-y-parc on April 13th and the only other
record was a singing male alongside the River Alwen south of Pentre
28th. Subsequently records were received from most suitable areas, with
confirmed at Cefn Du (near Caerwys) and Llyn Gweryd. Migrant birds included
females at Talacre Warren on May 26th and June 2nd, and a female in scrub
the A55 dual carriageway at Llanddulas on Aug. 29th. The last record was 1 at
Famau on Sept. 2nd.
1992: The first report was on April 23rd, when several males were in so
Uchaf, Llangollen, then there was a similar spread of records to that in 1991,
breeding confirmed at Llanasa, Llandegla (nest site in a telegraph pole), Llanfair
and Llanarmon, although numbers were reported to be down at the latter locality.
only obvious migrant was a male at Talacre Warren on April 25th and the last
again came from the Moel Famau area on Aug. 1Sth

WHINCHAT Saxicolarubetra CREC YR EITHIN
Fairly common breeding summer visitor, mainly to upland areas
1 991 The first record was of a male at Gronant on April 16th, then the first
breeding areas were 1 on Ruabon Moors on April 27lh and 1 at Pentre Llyn
28th. Migrant birds were fairly regular at POA/Talacre and CQR/OMR during
maximum of 4 at Talacre on 10th. There were widespread records of birds in
areas and breeding was confirmed at Cilcain and on Llantisilio Moors. A male
POA on July 20th and the last record was of 2 on Ruabon Moors on Sept. 21st.
1 992: The first report was from Ruabon Moors on May 1st, with migrants again
from POA, Gronant and CQR from May 3rd to 11th, maximum 4 at POA on 3rd
were fewer reports from breeding areas this year and no confirmed breeding. The
record was 1 at OMR on Aug. 31st.

STONECHAT Saxicolatorquata
Breeding resident

CLOCHDAR Y CERRIG

1991: Five pairs bred at Talacre, compared to 4 pairs in 1990 and 1 pair in 1989,
breeding was also confirmed at 2 sites in the Llangollen area and ,on Ruabon
Birds were also reported on territory at Lla ndegla Moors (2 pairs), World's End,
Betws-yn-Rhos and Moel Famau. More widespread at the coast in the winter months.
1992: At least 5 pairs bred on Ruabon Moors, and 4 pairs in the Horseshoe pass
with breeding also confirmed at Gronant, Llyn Brenig (where a pair was thought to
reared 3 broods), Llanfair T. H. and World's End. No reports of breeding were
from Talacre but at least 2 pairs were present there in summer.

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe TTNWEN y GARN
Common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant
1991 : Early migrants were a male at POA colliery on March 17th and 1 at CeR on 23rd,
while the first records from upland areas were S at Horseshoe pass on March 21st and
1 at Moel Arthur on 22nd. There was a steady passage through April with 6 at Rhos_on_
Sea on 10th,4 males at Talacre on 11th and 6 at pOA on 27th, the maximum number
recorded however waion May 10th when 40 were at Talacre Warren. The last record
was at Towyn on Oct. 12th. On May 19th 6 males showing characteristiqs of the
Greenland race, O. o. leuconhoa were at POA.
1992: There were early records of 2 males at CeR on March 7th and 1 near Llangollen
on 8th, then birds were widespread from the second half of the month, with a maximum
of 25 recorded at CQR on May 10th, and the last record 1 at Flint Marsh on Sept. 26th.
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Birds showing characteristics of the Greenland race, O. o. leuconhoa were recorded
from April 26th (a female at Flint) to May 13th (2 males and a female at erestatyny, wittr
a maximum of 4 at OMR on April 27th and at Flint Marsh on May 3rd.

RING OUZEL Turdus torquata MWYALCHEN Y MYNYDD
Breeding summer visitor in small numbers
1991:A male was on the Horseshoe pass on March 13th, and a pairwas reported from
there on May 22nd and Sept. gth. There was also a pair on Esclusham I,iornt"in onMay.22nd and the only other report from potential breeding habitat was 1 at pontfadog
on April 21st. Passage birds were recorded at pOA with a male on Oct. 14th ancl apartial albino bird present there for 3 days in November.
1992: The first record was again from the Horseshoe pass on March 25th, and the onlyother report received was that there were apparenfly low numbers 

-UreeOing 
in tn"Ruabon Moors area.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula MWYALCHEN
Common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor
1.991: The only noteworthy record submitted was of c.100 present in a mixed winter
thrush flock at POA from Nov. 4th to 6th.
1992: An aberrant female with a white rump was seen at Llanasa on Jan. 21st.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilais SOCAN EIRA
Common passage migrant and winter visitor
1991 : The maximum numbers recorded in the early part of the year were 200 at Flint onFeb. 3rd and up to 500 roosting in a Spruce plantation at Cwsaney during
February/March. There was quite a heavy passage on March 10th, with 1500iecorded
flying east over Llandegla, 500 over pendinas a-nO gOO* over pen_y_Ca" .nO SO n"*
north over Llyn Bedydd (near Hanmer) on April gth. The tast of the 

"piing 
*"r" Z ,i pOn

on April 28th. The first of the autumn were 15 on Ruabon Moors on OJt. grO and there
were up to 150 at POA from Nov. 4th to 6th, 2OO+ at Glan_y-Wern on Nov. 24th and
c.200 at DP on Dec. 29th.

t.s.e
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1992: Only small nuntbers in the early part of the year with the last being 20

birds at Gwsaney on April 20th. The first of autumn were several feeding with

at Pen-y-Cae on Sept. 24th but there were no major movements reported until Nov

when several flocks of up to 100 flew south over Pen-y-Cae. After this small n

were widespread with a reported maximum of c.150 near Llangollen on Dec 2Tth

SONG THRUSH Turdus philctmelos BRONFRAITH
Common breeding resident, ard winter visitor
1991/1992: No significant records submitted.
ln view of recent publicity on the continuing decline of this species, estimates

breeding birds in observers' "patches" cotild be most usefui.

REDWING Turdus iliacus
Common passage migrant and winter visita(
1991: There was a significant winter roost at Gwsaney with up to 3,000 birds in
and February, ctherwise the largest number in the early part of the year was 20Or

fields at CQR on Feb. 3rd. The first of the autumn were 5 flying north-west over
Cae on Sept 18th, foliowed by 20 flying nc(h there on 27th. The main arrival seemed

be in the second week of October with birds heard flying over at night at Flint on 9th

Hawaroen on 12th, and the first arrivals at Gwsaney also on 12th. Subsequently
maxim;m numbers reported were 200. at Glan-y-Wern on Nov. 24th and 150 at Flint
Oct 25th and Nov. 1Oth

I
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1992: The maximum in the early part of the yearwas 70 at padeswood on Jan. llth
then the first of autumn were 3t 

pen-y-Cae on Sept. 24th with 2_3 heard calling over
Oakenholt after dark on Oct. 4th. The main arrival was again during the second week of
October with 430 flying west at Benayn Halt between 0810 and Og3O on 11th and 265
south over IMF on 13th. A large winter roost at Gwsaney built up to a maximurn of
10,000 birds during December.

MISTLE THRUSH iurdus viscivorus tsRyCH y COED
Cornmon breeding resident
1991: Another under-recorded species, although unlike the Song Thrush this species
seems to be prospering. Several records were received of snnall plrties, including 21 at
Llanasa on June Sth, 16 near Betws-yn-Rhos on July 6th,20+ atbOn on July 30th and
25 at Fenn's Moss on Aug^ 14th.
1992: An early bird Was in song at Gwsaney on Jan. 13th. possible evidence of local
movements were a group of 16 at pOA on Sept. lgth and 10 flying south over IMF on
Oct. 13th.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locusteila naevia TROELLWR BACH
Local breeding summer visitor in fluctuating numbers
1991: The first record was on April 16th when 1 sang briefly on prestatyn golf course,
then there were 3 at Gronant on April 26th, j near Bontuchel on May ZnO inO several
records from Talacre Warren, fl"re maxirnum here being 3 singing miles on May 26th.
On Ruabon frrnoors there were 3 rnales on terrltory in one Uoggy area and 2 others in
other areas, from one of which 4 i/oung fledged [n late July.
1992: The first record was on April 25th when there were 5 singing at Talacre Warren in
the early nnorning. There were no reports of confirmed breeding-anO records from ali
sther sites involved only single birds, as follows - Rhyl Brickiorks pooi April 26th,
Sychdyn April 30th, Ruabon Moors May 8th, Dyserth Road, Rhyi May 23rd, Gronant
June 20th and Corwen July 19th. The last report from Talacre was-on ..luiy 1gth.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus TELOR y HESG
Common breeding summer visitor
1991:The first record was on April 26th from Talacre Warren where 6 pairs bred and
reports of singing males were received from several other areas in May and June,
however the number of reports received does not represent the true siatus of this
species in the county.
1992: The first record was on April 26th at Gronant and there were rather more records
re_ceived than last year, including 4 singing at Talacre Warren on May 9th, 6 singing at
POA on 1Oth, a total of 14 singing males ai Shotton, also on 1Oth ana'sinltls 

"t 
Of.n-V_

Wern, Rhuddlan and along the coast from Grbnant to Rhyl, A male siiging in scrub
adjacent to the county recorder,s garden at Hawarden on t,tay gth ani Jn several
subsequent dates was the first ever recorded in the 33 years he his lived there.

REED WARBLER Acrocephatus scirpaceus TELOR y CYRS
Scarce breeding summer visitor
1991:The first record was of a p_assage bird at Cyffilliog on May Sth. A breeding survey
carried out at 3 sites in the Deeside area discoveied 5 4 and 3 singini mates
respectively. No survey was carried out at the Shotton reserve, from wherJ thlre was
only 1 report, of a male on May 29th.
1992: Only 1 report received, a male in song at Shotton on May 1Oth.
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LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia cunuca LLWYDFRON FACF,
Breeding summer visitor
1991: The first record was 2 at Flint on April 28th, with the main arrival in the first
May. There were 3 males in song at Talacre on May 12th and 2 pairs are known to
bred there. Birds on territory were also reported from Hawarden,
Nercwys Mountain, Pendinas and Saughall.
1992: The earliest record was of 2 males in song at Talacre Warren on April 29th.
there were 3 birds in song on May 9th, and at least 1 pair successfully reared
this site. Elsewhere there were 2 near Flint on May 3rd, with 5 there on 10th.
singing males recorded from Afonwen and Pantymwyn. An adult and 2 juveniles
Kinmel Bay on July 2nd and a passage bird was at CQR/OMR on July 9th.

WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis LLWYDFRON
Common breeding summer visitor
1991: The first record was at Talacre Warren on April 23rd, where there were 6
song on May 12th, increasing to 19 by 19th, and a survey of the area
breeding pairs, a considerable reduction from the 37 pairs recorded in 1990.
records were fairly widespread but the only other report of breeding came
Trefechan, near Ysceifiog.
1992: The earliest record was of a male singing at Llyn Helyg on April 23rd, with,
April records from between Flint and POA. and records from a number of sites from
to July, mostly from the coastal/estuarine strip but also from several upland
including Bwlch Pen Barras and Clocaenog Forest.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin TELOR YR ARDD
Common breeding summer visitor
1991: The first record was 1 singing at Gwsaney on May 11th, followed later in
month by singles at POA, Wepre Woods, Gronant and Llangollen. One
reported seemingly fewer singing males in the Llangollen area than in 1990,
another reported average numbers in the Pendinas area. The last record was
Padeswood on Aug. 26th.
1992: A bird in the Dulas Valley on May 2nd was the earliest record, with records
singing males at Bwlch Pen Barras on May 17th and June 28th. Other records
from Llandegla, Bontuchel (where at least 3 pairs were noted on June 7th, with 1

carrying food), Padeswood, St. Asaph and Garth Woods, Ffynnongroyw. The
was reported to be down in numbers in the Llan armon-yn-lal area, though breeding
reported from Pendinas. The last reiord was of a bird mist-netted at Cyffilliog on
12th

BLACKCAP Sylvia aticapilla TELOR PENDDU
Common breeding summer visitor, scarce winter visitor
1991 : Records in the early part of the year all came from gardens, in Pentre (Deeside),
male from Jan. lstto Feb. 15th; Llanddulas, a female on Jan. 12th & 14th; Wrexham,
male on Jan.21st and Feb. 6th; Hawarden, a male on Jan, 23rd; Chirk, a female
Feb. 3rd to 11th; and Shotton, a female on Feb. 21stl22nd. There was 1 at Flint
March 1Oth, seen again on 31st and on April 7th. The first bird in song was at
on April 11th with the main arrival during the second half of April. Late autumn
winter records were a male at Gronant on Oct. 11th, a female at Dyserth on Dec. 6th
and a male in a Llanddulas garden on Dec. 15th.
1992: There were early winter records from Rhos-on-Sea, a male on Jan. 13th;
Llanddulas, a male on Jan. 25th; Pentre (Deeside). a male and a female on Jan. 27th;
Graigfechan, a female in a garden in January, date not specified; and Penrhynside, a
female on Feb. 1st. There were 2 near Flint on April sth but the first in song was at
Northop on April 11th, with other April records from several inland sites. There were
s gntings of family parties at Hawarden on June 14th and at Ddol Uchaf reserve on 17th.
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Records from the second winter period were a male at Dyserth on Nov. 5th, 1 at
Gronant on Nov. 7th and 3 together at Oakenholt on Dec. 7th with a single female there
on 21st.

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix TELOR y COED
Fairly common breeding summer visitor
1991 :The first record was a passage bird at Connah's euay on April 21st with the first
birds in song on May 2nd in the Llangollen area, a late anival date, as was the first at
Gwsaney on May 6th, where the main arrival occurred on 12th. There were at least 7
singing males in Loggerheads Country park on May 11th and subsequenfly there was a
good spread of records in areas with suitable habitat.
1992: The first records were at Loggerheads on April 25th and Clocaenog Forest on
28th followed by 2 singing males at Garth Woods, Ffynnongroyw on May 4th. There
were records from a number of other sites during May/June and breeding was confirmed
at Llanfair T. H.

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus coilybita S|FF-SAFF
Common breeding summer visitor, small numbers overvvintering
1991: Single wintering birds were seen at CeR on Jan. 1st and Flint on Jan. 1st and
27th, then the first returning birds were in song at Gwsaney on March 13th and Flint and
Hawarden on 15th. A bird at POA on April 27th showed characteristics of one of the
eastern races, being very brown (like Garden Warbler) with an olive-green rump,
orangey-brown legs and a thin supercilium. lt was very tame, feeding on the ground and
very reluctant to fly. There were no reports for the second winter period.
1992: Winter records were 1 in a Graigfechan garden in January, 2 at Connah's euay
sewage works on Feb. 15th and 1 in a Shotton garden on March 1st. The first bird in
song was in Leadbrook Wood, Oakenholt on March 14th, followed by singles at pOA
and Hawarden on 18th. There were widespread records during the breeding-season and
into September with the latest being 1 at pantymwyn from Oct. 3rd to 6th. 2 over_
wintering birds were seen at CQR on Dec. 1Oth.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochitus TELOR yR HELYG
Common breeding summer visitor
1991 : The first record was 1 at Flint on April 7th, with first arrivals at many sites between
1Oth and 12th. The species was recorded from most parts ofthe county and a survey in
Talacre Warren discovered 11 breeding pairs. The last record was 2 at Flint on Sept.
22nd.
1992: The earliest record of a bird in song was at BeMyn Halt on April 10th, with
records from several other areas over the rest of the month and throughout the summer.
On April 29th a total of 22 singing males was.recorded in Talacre Wirren, but it is not
known how many pairs actually bred. The last reports (obviously not the last
occurrences) werc 1 at Llanddulas on July 25th and a total of 52, mainly juveniles, mist_
netted in Clocaenog Forest on July 28th.

GOLDCREST Regulus regutus DRYW EURBEN
Common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor
1991: Recorded from several areas throughout the year but no reports of confirmed
breeding.
1992: ln July 6 were mislnetted in Clocaenog Forest on 2gth and 11 were caught near
Cyffilliog on Sept.27th, with 7 at the same site on Oct. 1gth. A survey canied out in
different blocks of conifers in Clocaenog Forest in the latter part of the year produced
the following figures:- 34 in young Sitka Spruce on Nov. 17lh; 4g in young Nonrvay
Spruce on Nov.25th; 58 in old Sitka Spruce on Dec. 1Oth and 26 in old Sitka Spruce onDec.23rd. 55



SPOTTEDFLYCATCHER Muscicapastriata
Fairly common breeding summer visitor
1991: The first record was 1 in the Ceiriog Valley on May 17th, followed bl'

Abergele on 18th, with the main arrival in the last week of May including 5 passalE

in Talacre Warren on 26th. A pair raised 2 krroods on the verandah of a factor-r atr

Deeside lndustrial Park and breeding was also reported from Saltney Ferry T"e

record was from DP in early August.
1992: The first reportwas of 1 at POA on May 29th. Breeding was confirmed at

and Lawnt, Denbigh and there were other breeding season records from near

H., Pwllglas, Pantymwyn, St. Asaph, Mynydd Bodrochwyn and near Llanynys. Tne

records were on Sept. 12th with 1 at Greenfield Valley and 1 mist-netted near

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficeduta hypoleuca GWYBEDOG BRITH

Common breeding summer visitor
1991: The earliest records were 1 at Pen-y-Cae Reservoir on April 10th and'
Cyffilliog on 13th with arrivals in most areas during late April or the first few days of

Breeding season records were widespread and large numbers of pairs bred in

boxes in several areas, e.g. a Llangollen study block of 60 boxes had 31 layings

against 36 in 1990 and 43 in 1989), and a mean brood size at fledging of 5'2'

study block at Llanfair T. H. had 25 out of 31 boxes occupied. Around 96

produced 605 eggs and 384 fledged young (63.47% of all eggs and 70 85%

hatched).
1992: The earliest record was 1 at Berwyn Halt on April 16th. ln spring and

summer males were recorded at several sites, mainly inland. ln a

garden 2 pairs occuPied nest boxes no more than 15 feet apart, each pair raising up b
young successfully. The weather for the crucial period of early June was mainly

resulting in a very successfu I breeding season, e.g. near the River Elwy a block of

GWYBEDOG

whik

boxes held 40 pairs, 39 of which were successful; near Llango

mean clutch size of 7.35 eggs and a mean brood size at fledging

clutches around Pwllglas (mean clutch size 7.06 eggs) 784 eggs
young (74.23o/o of all eggs and 77 .91o/o of eggs hatched)

llen 38 broods had
of 5.74 young; of 1

produced 582

TITW GYNFFON HIRLONG-TAILEDTIT Aegithaloscaudatus
Common breeding resident
1991:Widely recorded. 2 pairs were seen nest-building at Alltami on March 24th, a

with 10 fledged young were at Padeswood on May 18th, a family party was seen

Bodfari on May 24th and 2 family parties of 8+ were seen in the Ysceifiog area on

22nd. Outside the breeding season the largest groups reported were 30+ at Flint

Sept. 22nd, 24 at Ewloe Green on Oct. 12th and 20+ at Gwsaney on Jan. 17th.

1992: There were records of small parties in most months of the year, with a pair with

young seen at Llyn Helyg on May 14th. A survey in Clocaenog Forest produced a

of 30 in an old Sitka Spruce block on Dec. 23rd and the largest groups recorded were

at CQR on Nov. 1sth, 14 near Rhuddlan on March 11th and 14 at BWNR on Dec. 6th

MARSH TIT Parus palustris TITWR WERN

Fairly common breeding resident
1 991: Records from several areas throughout the county

1992: Most records were in winter and involved only small numbers, maximum 5

Flint on Jan. 6th. Also reported from St. Asaph, Pentre Llanrhaeadr and several other

localities. 1 mist-netted at Cyffilliog on Oct 22nd.

WILLOWTIT rParus montanus TITWR HELYG

lJ n co m mon b reeding re sident
1991: Most reports were from the winter months and of only 1 or 2 birds, including 1 at

Gwsaney that regularly visited a feeding station during January and February' The only
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'ecords during the breeding season were from the Ceiriog Valley, the St. Asaph area
and Garth Woods, Ffynnongroyw but there was no evidence of successful breeding.
1992: ln contrast to last year all records reoeived were from the late summer/early
autumn period, including singles at Benaryn Halt on July 8th and 15th and Sept. 17th,
l'4arford Quarry on July 19th and near Denbigh on Aug. 31st.

COAL TIT Parus ater TITW PENDDU
Com mon breeding resident
1991: Fairly widespread in suitable habitat. From 12 clutches studied by a local ringing
team 79 young fledged from 102 eggs laid. A noteworthy record was of a party of 10
flying east along a railway embankment at Flint on Sept. 1Sth.
1992: Several records of 1 to 3 birds in the early part of the year. ln Clocaenog Forest
there were only 4 breeding attempts in nest boxes, with 38 eggs producing 37 fledged
young (71.05% of eggs, lower than last year). A survey in Clocaenog Forest found a
maximum of 65 in a young Nonaray Spruce block on Dec. 22nd.

BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus TITW TOMOS LAS
Abundant breeding resident
1991 : From 62 clutches studied in.the Pwllglas arca 552 eggs were laid (mean clutch
size 8.90) and 396 eggs hatched producing 331 fledged young. The only other
noteworthy record was 50+ in 1 tree at Ysceifiog on Nov. 17th.
1992: The first song was recorded at Berwyn Halt on Jan. 17th. lt was a poor breeding
year for this species: of 65 clutches around Pwllglas (mean clutch size 9.09 eggs) 591

eggs produced 325 young (only 54.99% of eggs and 73.20o/o of eggs hatched.) At
Bontuchel and at Coed Cooper, Clocaenog single boxes were usurped by Pied
Flycatchers which built their nests on top of the Blue Tit nests with a total of 25 eggs
lost.

GREAT TIT Parus major TITW MAWR
Common breeding resident
1991: From 45 clutches studied in the Pwllglas atea347 eggs were laid (mean clutch
size 7.71),336-eggs hatched producing 258 fledged young.
1992: An early record ofsong was at Beruvyn Halt on Jan.21st. The species enjoyed a
good breeding season with 55 clutches around Pwllglas (mean clutch size 8.00) 440
eggs produced 373 fledged young (84.77o/o of eggs and 88.81 % of eggs hatched).

NUTHATCH Sifta europaea DELOR Y CNAU
Common breeding resident
1991: Of 6 clutches studied in the Pwllglas area 42 eggs laid produced 31 fledged
young. A birp in a Hawarden garden on Dec. 14th was seen to perch on the edge ofthe
rainwater guttering on the house for about 2 minutes, calling loudly.
1992: A number of records were received from a well-watched garden in Llanddulas in
the early part of the year and in summer. Around Pwllglas 7 clutches totalled 48 eggs
(mean clutch size 6.86) and produced 25 fledged young (only 52.08% of eggs laid and
62.500/o of eggs hatched.) Breeding was also reported from Llyn Helyg.

TREECREEPER Certhia familiais DRINGWR BACH
Common breeding resident
1991: Records received from several areas but no confirmed breeding reported.
1992: Records of 1 to 3 birds from several widely spread localities, but again no records
of breeding received.

GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor CIGYDD MAWR
Rare passage migrant and winter visitor
1991: There was 1 at Gronant on March 23rd and 1 near St. Asaph on Dec. 11th
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1992: There was 1 in Clocaenog Forest on Nov. 18th and 1 near Flint Mountain on l'lor
28th.

JAY Ganulus glandarius SGRECH Y COED
Fairly common breeding resident
1991:A family party was seen near Llanddulas on July 17th, one observer reported

lot about in October" and another reported "a very active autumn with groups of 6 to
feeding on acorns at Gwsaney"-
1992: No significant records received.
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MAGPIE Pica pica ptODEN
Very common breeding resident
1991:The maximum numbers reported were24 atWorld,s End on Oct. 12th and 19 at
POA on Feb. 16th.
1992: 24 at Llandegla on March 14th was the largest group reported.

CHOUGH Pyrrhocorax pynhocorax
Rare visitor, has bred
1991: No records.
1992: A pair appeared at a site in the south of the county on May Sth and were seenprospecting for nest sites. They were still in the area at the end of the year but
apparently nesting was not attempted.

JACKDAW Corvusmonedula
Common breeding resident

BRAN GOESGOCH

JAC-Y-DO

BRAN DYDDYN

BRAN LWYD

1991:A large mixed winter roost at Northop comprising S00 birds was mosfly made up
of Jackdaws with some Rooks. Othenrise the largest numbers were 250 in Sealand
fields on Nov. 15th and 75 near Flint on Oct. 27th. there was some evidence of spring
passage at POA with totals of 27 flying north on April 7th, 12g north_east on April 27th
and 82 north-east on 28th.
1992: The maximum reported was 75 at Rhuddlan on Jan. 6th.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus YDFRAN
Common breeding resident
1991: The combined total of nests at pentredwr and Tan Lan colonies was 120, as
against 114,89 and 99 in_the previous three years. At the Tan Lan study block the
average clutch size was 3.7, higher than in 1990 but the fledging rate of 1.4 per nest
was the lowest in the 7 years of study to date. The maximum-nrirbers reporteO awayfrom rookeries were c.200 on short vegetation on Ruabon Moors for 2 weeks in late
June, and c.100 at Shotwick on Feb. gth.
1992: There were 113 nests in the study colonies above and an average clutch size of
3.9, with average fledging rale of 2.1 . There were no significant reports of large flocks

CARRION CROW Coryus corone corone
Common breeding resident
1991:The maximum number reported was c.2OO on sheep pasture at Cyffilliog on April
2oth.
1992: No significant reports received.

HOODED CROW Corvus corone comix
Rare visitor
1991: 1 in fields between St. Asaph and Rhuddlan on Oct. 16th and probably the same
bird at St. Asaph sewage works on Dec. 7th.
1992: 1 at Foryd Bay, Rhyt on Jan. 16th and Sept. 22nd and 1 by the R. Elwy at St.
Asaph on March 2nd.

RAVEN Corvus corax CIGFRAN
Fairly common breeding resident, mainly in upland areas
1991:A pair bred at Flint Casfle,.rearing 1 young, the other young bird being killed by
local youths, and a pair again bred successfully ai Shotton. Miny records werE received
from inland localities during the breeding season including a pair with Z Vorng .i WorlO,,
End crags on June 1st. One obseryer reported the species to be increasing aiounO t\,lofA
and Gwsaney, with g being seen at Gwsaney on Sept. 1Sth and the max'imum number
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recorded was 18 at Moel Famau on Sept. 15th. Recorded regularly along the coast ard
estuaries in winter.
1992: A similar pattern of records to 1991 , 3 pairs reared young around Ruabon Moqs
an adult and 4 juveniles were seen at CQR on June 29th, presumably from the neatbr
Shotton breeding site, and a group of 31 was seen near Pen-y-Cae Reservoir on Seft
1 gth.

STARLING Stumus vulgais DRUDWEN
Common breeding resident and winter visitor
1991: A roost at Rhyl Harbour contained 2000+ birds on March 29th and up to 1

shared a winter roost with thrushes at Gwsaney. The maximum concentrations
from roost sites were 1200 on R. Clwyd on Aug. 14th and 500 at CQR/OMR on Fe5-

20th and Nov. 18th. A total of c.700 moved south-south-west across Ruabon Moors o
Nov.17th.

1992: The roost site at Rhyl Harbour contained 4000+ on Jan. 25th, 2500 on June 13&,

and 5000+ on Dec. 20th. Elsewhere the maximum was 1000 (mainly juveniles) -
CQR/OMR on July 8th.

HOUSE SPARROW Passerdomesflbus ADERYN Y TO
Common breeding resident
1991:A male was seen to enter a Blue Tit nestbox with great difficulty at Llanasa o
May 7th. Shortly after his head emerged holding a Blue Tit egg in his bill, the egg wa
thrown out and he then struggled out himself. The observer then went to the box ard
found 4 eggs remaining, the bird did not attempt to re-enter the box and the Blue T*s
successfully raised their brood.
1992: No significant records received.

TREE SPARROW Passermontanus GOLFAN Y MYNYDD
Local breeding resident and winter visitor
TARGET SPECIES FOR 1991 AND 1992
1991 : The only confirmed breeding records came from a farm east of Flint where 2
fledged young were seen on June 17th and from a garden south of Tremeirchion
Probably bred at Sealand, where 2 very agitated birds were seen in an old hedgerow on
May 12th and there were also records of 1-2 birds in the beeding season from Towyn,
Kinmel Bay, Trefnant, Llanasa, Llyn Helyg and Llangernyw. Records were more

widespread during the winter months, although mostly from the north of the county, al
POA good numbers were present during January and February in the bushes behind the
sea-wall, with a maximum of 60 on Jan. 31st and Feb. 3rd, and small numbers were
present from October onwards, maximum of 20 from Nov. 22nd to 25th. Other large
flocks where seen at Llanasa, where up to 100 were present with mixed finch flocks in

January, February and November; Towyn, with a maximum of 80 on Feb. 8th; and R.

Clwyd with up to 50 in November/December. Smaller numbers were reported from
Mostyn, Talacre, Kinmel Bay, Flint, Graigfechan, Gwaenysgor and Llandegla.
1992: The only confirmed breeding came from the same sites as last year, with at least
2 pairs breeding at the Flint site this year, and the only other breeding season records
came from St.Asaph, Rhuddlan and Graigfechan. The maximum winter numbers were
again from Llanasa with a maximum of 200 on Jan. 24th with a mixed finch flock, and

there were 50 to 60 present on Shotwick fields from October to December, again
feeding with a large mixed finch flock. Smaller numbers were recorded in winter from
Gwaenysgor (max.25 on Feb. 12th), POA, Graigfechan (max. 18 on Jan. 17th) and
BWNR (max. 20 on Dec. 6th).
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CHAFFINCH Fingitta coelebs JI-BINC

Common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor

1991 :Widespread reports of birds during the breeding season Small flocks were also

widely recorded during the winter months, mostly of less than 50 birds, and the onty

record in excess of 100 was 300 on Towyn beach fields on Dec' 15th' Spring passage

was recorded at POA with 52 moving north-east on April 27th and 130 the following day'

and at Pendinas where a total of c 4OO flew east in small flocks on March 1Oth'

1992: A similar pattern of records to last year, with maxima of 240 al CQR om Dec'

10th,2OO+ at Lianasa on Jan.24th and 2gQ+ at Rhuddlan on March llth Autumn

passage was recorded in mid October with 145+ flying west over Benaryn Halt between

0810 ind 0935 on 1 1th and a total of 190 south over IMF on 13th'

BRAMBLING Fringitta montifringilla PINC Y MYNYDD

Wnter visitor in vaiable numbers
1991: Records were received from a wide range of localities in both winter periods, but

only in very small numbers with a maximum in the first winter period of c 10 near

Mountain Lodge, Tai Nant on Jan. 12th, several birds were still present in April with 2 at

Gwaenysgor on 9th and 12 neil Ruabon on 26th. The first record for the latter part of

the year, lnd the maximum recorded, was c.20 at Talacre on Oct. 13th and there were

15+ near Mountain Lodge on Nov. 30th.
1992: From 1 to 4 were seen at several localities during the first winter period with

numbers on Ruabon Moors gradually building up to a maximum of 40 by March 17th'

There was a summer-plumaged male in Greenfield Valley on April 16th, with 1 at

Talacre on 20th, then amazingly a male was found in song at a site in the south of the

county on June 21st. The first bird of the autumn was 1 flying south over IMF on Oct'

7th, then there were better numbers in the second winter period with 150 on Ruabon

Moors on Oct.31st, up to 300 in Pentre Mawr Park, Abergele and 250 at Halkyr '
November and December, and c.200 coming in to roost at Gwsaney on Dec 24th'

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris LLINOS WERDD

Common breeding resident
1991 : The maximum reported in the early part of the year was 50+ at POA on Feb 3rd'

There were 50 at CQR on Aug. 18th, building up to 200 by OcL 23rdl24th and 350 on

Nov. 13th. Counts of 150 to 2OO were regular from Talacre and POA from October to

December and there were several reports of smaller flocks from other localities, mostly

in the north of the countY.

1992: Up to 100 were recorded at POA in the first winter period and the highest

numbers were reported from Shotwick fields, where a "huge" flock fed on flax stubble

from late summer to the end of the year, maximum 1000 on Dec 30th

GOLDFINCH Carduetis carduelis NICO

Common breeding resident
1991 : ln the first winter period up to 100 were regular at Talacre, 45 were seeln at Towyn

on March 6th and there were numerous reports of smaller groups There was evidence

of spring passage with 84 flying north-east at POA on April 27th, followed by another

248 th; iollowing day. Widespread reports were received of birds present in the

breeding seasonlnd ihen numbers built up again during the second winter period, with

maximiof 50 at Towyn in September, 50 Clocaenog Forest Oct' 3rd, 70 near Rhyd-y-

Foel on Dec. 14th and 100 at POA on Oct. gth.

1992: A similar pattern of records to that of 1991, although there were no reports of

visible passage, maxima 30 at POA on Jan. 6th, 40 there on Sept 30th and 70 at

CQR/OMR on SePt. 22nd.
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SISKIN Carduelis spinus ptLA GWYRDD
Common winter visitor, local breeding resident
1991 : Following a sizeable irruption into the country in the autumn of 1990 large
numbers built up in Clocaenog Forest during late winter and early spring, and it was
estimated that there were probably a minimum of 2,000 in Clocienog 6y late April.
These irruptive birds seemed to move on shorily afterwards as observErs reported no
increase in numbers present in the nesting season, and if anything fewei were in
evidence. Numbers in the second winter period were back to nor-mal, with 40 at
Bettisfield Moss on Sept. 1st,60 near Flint on Oct.27th, c.60 flying south_east at
Beruyn Halt on Nov. 3rd and c.S5 at pen-y-Cae Reservoir on Dec. 1si. -
1992: The maxima in the early part of the year were 45 at padeswood on Jan. 1 1th and
40+ at Flint on March 2nd, with several flocks of between 20 and 30 reported from a
number of localities. There were 45+ in Garth Woods, Ffynongroyw on May 4th and
several reports of birds in suitable breeding areas but no confirmed breeding. The
maximum reported in the second winter period was 50 at Loggerheads C. p. on Dec.
6th

LINNET Carduelis cannabina LLINOS
Com mon breeding resident
1991: Most reports of large winter flocks came from coastal and estuarine sites, with
200 at Talacre on Jan. 30th, 340 at Gronant on March 16th, 2OO at pOA on Oct. 9th and
200 at Gronant on Dec. 1st. The only large flock reported from an inland locality was
300 at Gwsaney during January. There was some evidence of visible migration with a
total of 154 flying north-east at pOA on April 2gth.
1992: 150 were at POA on Feb. 3rd with up to 300 regular there in October/November,
200 at Llanasa on Dec. 22nd and large numbers with Greenfinches on Shotwick fields
from late summer to the end of the year, maximum S00 on Dec. 2gth.

TWITE Carduetis ftavirostis LLTNOS y MyNyDD
Scarce winter visitor and rare breeder
1991: ln January a flock of up to 25 were reported on 3 occasions from R. Clwyd
embankment adjacent to Rhyl Marine Lake, 22 were at pOA on March 2nd and 3 at
Kinmel Bay on April 121h. A pair with the male in song was seen in the Upper
Alwen/Llyn Alwen area on May 26th. A nest with 6 chicks c.2 days old was discovered
at last year's site on Ruabon Moors on June Sth, the nest wai empty the following
morning after overnight frost but the bird was still sitting. There were 2'ai pOA on Nov.
8th/9th with 1 there on 10th,3 at Gronant on Nov. 24thand 1 at R. Clwyd on Nov.30th.
1992: There was 1 at Llanddulas on Jan. 30th, between 10 and 20 at Flint Marsh in
February and early March (last recorded on gth) and 1O+ again at Flint on Oct. 29th.

REDPOLL Carduetis ftammea LLINOS BENGOCH
Breeding resident and passage migrant
1991: Widely recorded from mosfly upland areas in the breeding season, including
Clocaenog Forest, the Upper Brenig Forest (,,many in song, lvtay ZOtn,,y, Bwlch pen
Barras, Ffrith Reservoir plantation, pendinas Foresi 1,,common;; and the
Llangollen/Ruabon Mountain areas. Some visible migration at pOA with a total of 55
flying north-east on April 28ih, and the largest winter flocks were recorded at Clocaenog,
with a maximum of 120 on March 10th.
1992: A similar pattern of records to last year with pairs present in most suitable
breeding habitat, but fewer numbers recorded in winter, maximum 30 at Gwsaney on
Oct.3rd.

TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL Loxia teucoptera CROES Blc WEN ADEN
Rare vagrant

]-9St,Two males (possibly 3) were reported from Tal y Cefn lsaf, Clocaenog Forest on
March 3rd, with 1 male there from March 13th to iOtfr, seen by large iumbers of
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observers. The bird was in the company of Common Crossbills and frequented a smafi

roadside sycamore copse, sometimes coming down to roadside grit and onto the roof
and chimney stack of the adjacent farmhouse. This record is currently under
consideration by BBRC, if accepted it will be the first record for the county.
1992: No records.

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra GYLFIN GROES
Scarce breeding resident and inuptive winter visitor
1991 : Following last autumn's irruption unprecedented numbers were present in upland
conifer plantations in the early months of the year, particularly in Clocaenog Forest,
where it was estimated that at least 5,000 were present in January, 2,000 still present in

early April and 1,000 in late April, with numbers falling rapidly in May. The first birds
were reported feeding young on March 1Oth and "many" young were present in March.
Elsewhere there were records from Gwsaney (maximum 27 on June 8th), Pendinas,
Gwaenysgor (8 on April 9th), Prestatyn (5 on July 3rd), Carrog (up to 30), World's End,
Eglwyseg (maximum 45 on May 26th), Pen-y- Cae, Moel Famau, Dinbren and Ruabon
Moors, with breeding confirmed at Carrog and probable at several other sites. There
were no reports received for the months of September to December.
1992: Back to normal this year with records of small numbers from Clocaenog Forest
(maximum 30 at Bod Petrual picnic site on Dec. 30th), and single figures at Gwsaney,
Moel Famau and Berwyn Halt. There were no confirmed breeding records received.

BULLFINCH Pynhula pynhula COCH Y BERLLAN
Faily common breeding resident
1991:Many records received from widely spread areas in the county, with a maximum
party size of 6.
1992: Fewer records received than in 1991 but with maxima of 10 at Padeswood on
Jan. 11th, 10 at Clocaenog on Dec. 13th and a party of 15 males and 1 female at Llyn
Helyg on Dec. 23rd.
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HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes GYLFINBRAFF
Scarce breeding resident
1991: 1 at Halkyn on Jan. 11th and 1 in Clocaenog Forest'on Jan. 15th were the only
records received.
1992: Only 1 record, of 2 birds at Gwsaney on Dec. 23rd.

LAPLAND BUNTTNG Catcarius tapponicus BRAS y GOGLEDD
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor
1991:All records from Gronant, with 2 on Oct.27th, 1 on Nov.27th & 30th and DeC.6th,
and 2 on Dec. 15th.
1992: 1 on Shotwick fields from Sept. 22nd to 24th, with 2 there on 28th.

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis BRAS yR E|RA
Regular winter visitor in small numbers
1991: Few records in the first winter period, with singles at Gronant on Feb. 3rd and
March 6th, 1 at Towyn on Feb. 11th and 2 alpOA on March 17th, with 1 there on 19th.
There was an inland record of 1 on the Horseshoe pass, Llangollen on April 11th and a
report of 3 (2 males and a female) on a wide open stony area in Bod ldiis Forest, but
unfortunately no date was given. ln the latter part of the year 7 were regularly seen near
the lighthouse at POA at the end of October and through November, with g o; Nov. 1 1th
and 10 on 18th, and 1 to 4 occasionally at Towyn in November and December.
1992: There were 5 to 6 regularly reported from Kinmel Bay in January and February,
last recorded on March 6th, then 5 at pOA on Oct. 30th and S to 7 occaiionally reported
from GronanUPOA during December.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrineila BRAS MELYN
Fairly common breeding resident, but apparenily decreasing
1991: Small numbers still being reported from a wide range of localities, both coastal
and inland, throughout the year, but personal impressions suggest that the species is far
less- common and widespread than it was a few years ago. there were no reports of
confirmed breeding and the maximum group size reported was 20+ at Llanasa in a
mixed finch flock on Oct.21st.
1992: The same comments as for 1g91 can be said to apply. The maxima recorded
were 20 near Llanfair T. H. on Feb. lOth and 13 near Flint on F;b. 2nd.

ORTOLAN BUNTTNG Emberiza hortutana BRAS y GERDDI
Rare vagrant
1991: No records
1 992: 1 on a stubble field adjacent to Shotwick Lake from Sept. gth to 1Oth.

REED BUNTING Embeiza schoeniclus BRAS y CYRS
Fairly common breeding resident
1991 :Confirmed breeding was reported from Talacre Warren, Dp and Shotton paper
Company's Lagoon, and singing males were recorded at several other sites. Small
numbers were recorded throughout the year at pOA and Gronant, with numbers
increasing slightly in the winter months and the maximum number reported was a flock
of 36 at Llanasa on Jan. 26th.
1992: The maximum numbers recorded were 14+ at Gronant on Jan. 7th and 30+ 15s,.
on Feb. 20th.

BLACK.HEADED BUNTING
Rare vagrant
1991: No records

Embeiza melanocephala BRAS PENDDU
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1992: A male at Llanarmon-yn-lal on June 9th/1Oth, associating loosely with a small
party of House Sparrows on rough ground adjacent to the car park of the Raven lnn.
Accepted by BBRC.

CORN BUNTING Milaia calandra BRAS YR YD
Uncommon breeding resident, very localised
1991:All records listed:- 1 at POA on April 7th, 1 Hawarden May 15th (seen and heard
on several subsequent occasions), 1 singing at CQR on July 30th and a party of 10 at
Shotwick fields on Oct. 13th.
1992: A pair were seen at Shotton on May 18th. A survey of arable fields in the main
breeding area found 4 singing males around Shotwick Lake and fields, 1 at IMF and 4 in
barley fields near Queensferry. A flock of 27 was seen near Queensferry on Nov. 27th.

APPENDIX

The records on the following page were submitted without any supporting descriptions,
many of them via Birdline Northwest. We are very grateful to Birdline for passing on
records but could observers please note that records of British, Welsh or Clwyd rarities
cen not be accepted for publication without the acceptance of the relevant Rarities or
Records Panel, for which a description needs to be submitted.

We are therefore printing this list in the hope that readers of this report may recognise
some of their records and submit suitable descriptions so that these records can be
assessed and, hopefully, accepted for publication in a future edition of this report.
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Red-neckedGrebe - l Llanddulas _ 13l1tg2
Storm Petret - 5 prestatyn beach _ 7l11tg1-" - 2 Rhyt Spiash point _ 4tglgz
Black Stork - 1 over St. Asaph - Zltitsl--

. - l by RiverCeiiiog, nearChirk _ 2Ol5to 5t6t91white Stork _ 1 flew over Dee Varrey nlai co iJi _ rcntgtLesserwhite_fronted Goose _ 1 R. etuy; _-ziiitst
Broad-biiled Sandpiper _ 1 pOA _ S/ai; tO7#t nAescription was submittect by oneobserver for this bird Oyl.1t-y-":,no, 

""""pt"JO-V'ABRC. 
tt was apparenfly seen by anumber of people, so if anyone else can 

"uOmit "iescription 
it can be re_submitted.Long{aited Skua - 3 juvenites off nh". p"iri -l}glgr" - 1 juvenite pOA - 22tglg1

;: :. 
,, - 3 juvenites poA _ 23tsts1

_ 1 adutt pOA _ 24t9191
- S Rhos point _ 18/10/91

Sabine's Gult - 2 adults Rhos point _ trfOfst
:: :: - 1 juvenite prestaryn _ 4t116i_1CQR_22t2tsi

Bonaparte's Gull - 1 adult Connah,s euay Docks _ l}lglglRing-biiled Guil - 1 1st qummeio, R-aMy;;j'ir,yr _ zslolst,, - 1 adult penrhyn Bay _ Si,tOtSl 
"''

ll " ', -1aduttpensain_aaiidiii
- 1 2nd winter Ltandduti" --iiiegt,12to 14t1tg2lcetand GuI - 1 lstsummerGronant - s S-liiiil,' - 1 1st winter Gronant _ Z)tii tRt;Z'

Two-barred Crossbifi - 1 male Cern ea;og, Cil-"Ilnog Forest _ 21t4lg1Parrot Crossbill - Numerous sightingJ of tnis'species were reported to BirdlineNorthwest during the Crossbiil irujtionij 
"rrfy"i991, 

but no descriptions have beenreceived. A fuil list of reported sightings folto;;. ' '-
Jan. otn - 1 male near pentre Llyn Cymer, SHgg5S34Jan. 13th - 1 mate 1 mile SW of'B;'p;il"]';;;;r""
Jan. 19th - 1 mate near Ltyn arenig visitoitJnir", ixsosrzaJan. 26th - 1 male near pont_y_Br""nig-'-
Feb. 17th - 1 male Bod petruat
Feb. 19th - 1 female near Llyn Brenig Dam
Mar. 1st - 1 male Llyn Brenig
Mar. 16th - 2 males Tat-v-Cifn-lsaf lmale and 1 female pont-yr_Alwen
Mar. 17th - 2 males Tat-y_Cefn_tsaf
Mar.22nd - 1 male Tat_v_Cefn_lsaf, 1 male and 1 female pont_yr_Alwen
Mar. 24th - 1 femate ralv_Cefn_tsaf 1 ;;d;;d i;;mate pont_yr-Atwen
Mar. 25th - 1 mate and r female irir-6;;n",-'1" r riare eont_yr-nMenMar. 26th - 1 male pont-yr_Alwen
Mar. 29th - 1 male and 1 female Tal-y-Cefn-lsaf
Apr. 1st - 1 mate east of Ltyn arenig,io;ios-iiiarotty NewyddApr.20th - 1 male ,, ,,

Apt.24th - 1 male ,' "
Apr. 27th - 2 males and 1 female
May 13th - 1 male ,,Clocaenog,,

east of Llyn Brenig, towards Hafotty Newydd
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LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS TO THE SYSTEMATIC LIST

The following individuai observers and organisations submifted records for the years of
1991 and/or 1992, from which this report has been compiled. We would like to express
our thanks to all of them and apologies to anyone who may have inadvertently been
missed off this list.

E.J. Abraham, M. Bagguley. R. Bagguley, B. Barnacal, J.E. Birch, Birdline Northwest, D.
Bloomfield, G. Bloomfield, D.P. Broome, Clwyd Ornithological Society, R.D. Corran, J.
Coupe, M. Davies, R. Dean, D. Deegan, Deeside Naturalists' Society, R. Delves-
Broughton, P. Douglas, A. Duckers, D. Elphick, R.H.H. Evans, B. Formstone, Forestry
Commission, A. Gooding, A. Gouldstone, D.A. Green, B.E. Grey, S. Griffiths, L.

Hawkins, T. Hextell, l. Higginson, A. lllingworth, J.A. Jackson, E.E. Jones, H. Jones, R.

Jones, Z.L. Jones, P. Kenyon, l.W. Lloyd, C.E. Lynch, E. Lyons, Merseyside Ringing
Group, R. Moore, G.E. Morris, P.l. Monis, S.J. Morris, J.P. Moulton, M.G. Neal, J.
Newton, E.C. O'Grady, D. Otter, R. Plummer, D. Quinn, M.J. Ratcliffe, B.M. Rathbone,
P.H. Rathbone, G. & G. Redshaw, J.C. Rees, D.F. Richardson, J.A.L. Roberts, G.
Robinson, M.D. Rogers, C.D. Rowley, RSPB, W.R. Shaw, M. Shrubb, D. Small, l.M.
Spence, E.J. Stokes, E.J. Thaw, P. Triggs, Welsh Raptor Study Group (Clwyd), J.C.
Weldrick, C.E. Wells, D.R. Willett, l. Williams, Wrexham Birdwatchers.
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CLWYD RINGING REPORT 199I AND 1992
Edited by lan M. Spence

I am always willing to learn something new from others and in relation to presentation ofthis ringing report it ha-d bgco19 ir;".;;;ty;y9:. to me that it was poinuess having'Grand Totats, columns wtren t knew tnai i irr. i"t receiving alt the ringing totats fromringers who tive in ctwyd, n"r"r. ,ino ir,orl Jn'o'"or" from Llsewhere. 
-soir 

nave rgaowith interest the reports prepared by peter Howlett for the Welsh airO neiort and havedecided to present the,totab 
". 

t" io".'lir.ii,r.,". totrr. for full grown airos ano pulli forthe species that have been ringeJ , iil l"f"**t year. For this report I have included
h::?[j;:l the rast crwva eira neff ff;;;ilot so trat reaoeiJ"";; ;;i" their own

The overall level of ringing.in Clwyd in 1991 and 1992 seems to have been generaily thesame. The 1992 total is.the largest of tn"lni"" years shown, parily because SCANRinging Group managed to make-a cat.t .irir,i*-€ea and oJrfif i,i""r; tolo Ltoyd,one of my ringing team,.had obtained a HesirijeO C_permit whici enabled him to domuch more (saving me the time a"d effort;;';""o.p.nyir9 ti, wniie-nl*as beingtrained) and enabted me,to do.othe, tf,i"Jr'i^t""0 
f ,1m yt aware of any other majordifferences in effort levets. tt h.a;; "r;'-rJisuring 

to see that the faiture of theCommon Terns in 1990 has not been ,"p".i!j.ni that these birds continue to provideinteresting (entertaining, even; recoveri;.;;;;" coast of west Africa. We must alhope that the increasing-devetopmeni 
"rr 

if," O"" between the colony and the openwater will ncit adversely affect their futur" Or""iir-g-.r.""r..

For the first time since r^!1e 
igen.preparing these reports we have had some of thelarge guils rinsed _ ail roof_nesting ih irry.'iviiiiii. 

,become a widespread aspect ofil:i:ffii:r[T;:lii:::'biras ]uch tiiii nii',.v tr.,. a po!,i.tioiiir.Tir,,, in, ,.v,
w.i. r,, ii. ip, r [,"# tl'IiFE $H:l *{:j: illfl.xJi;::1ri ,l[: *]ifnave gone ever dowrnrards I think tn"i* i"#ire.to. inclement weaii"r.ipr.ti.rrrrrvthunderstorms) durins the gr"g{ls ;;;.;;";;';outd have afected the prJouction ofyouns sadty, with no constant gr6rt id;s;t;il1"."r1,tv, ri,r,.i-i.,i=#,ln"to..y irthe adulr poputation has been.afiected i;:;;';v.,pi"o r!..,.rrer continues.io be themost rinsed species in cruryd, rdil; iv"iilh vrnf,;r,...9urs iJ,l,t_f;,rls ourinsthese years a diversion *"jt19 d,:.;;il;#iliie at two ditrerent sites. Two of theDormouse nesls were usurped. ov pi"JiVc"t.jr"is,,ll9, .f course, the mammals moved
lil;f,,"Jlr$'d vou wish to shaie ;;";i;ilJ ;*trr . orooa or freery excreiins piea

I have selected the most interesting of the recoveries mlie available to me which give aflavour of the travets undertaken oV tn" Liri, *iiii" r"1 our county. Despite not beingone of the ,best' 
counties tor passaia misrrrl,'iii. L.cinating tt .tin" oiii *iich mayseem to be resident (t would now inituoe-Siski; ;;'th;, category) do actually move aboutquite a lot. There have been.several foreign recovJes and controls, wfriih are alwayswelcomed and hetp to make the effort;"#i;;;;een worthwhite.

Ithank all those ringers,who have been patient and sent me ringing totals andrecoveries but have had a long wait to slelfr#i""ing ,."0. ln future, it may be that wecan make more use to the comput", ;;j ;6 ;il;re, purchased with a grant fromNational Power, to provide. maps of the more ,t"i"rting recoveries. For th.is report textend my thanks to the folowins rins;,; i;;#ili.n g"-rt or tnlir wJrr<i.i.iv. r_rovo,Merseyside Ringing Group (p. 9"r"v."a e. sli"rii.l, J.p Moutton, J.A.L. Roberts, c.Rowtey, SCAN Rinsins Group (D. M".ar,-t.M.i;"iil rno S.K. Thomas.

69



Ringing Totals for 1990, 1991 and 1992

1990 1991 1 992

F.G. PULL. F.G. PULL. F.G. PULL.

14

19
Grey Heron
Mute Swan 6
Hen Harrier
Sparrowhawk 1

Buzzard
Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine
Oystercatcher
Ringed Plover
Lapwing
Purple Sandpiper
Dunlin
Redshank
Turnstone
Black-headed Gull
Lesser Black-back Gull -
Herring Gull
Common Tern
Little Tern
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Collared Dove 2
Little Owl 1

Tawny Owl 1

Swift
Kingfisher 1

Green Woodpecker
G. S. Woodpecker 4

Sand Martin 3
Swallow 8
House Martin 64
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Grey Wagtail 3
Pied Wagtail
Dipper 15
Wren 41

Dunnock 52
Robin 62
Redstart 1

Whinchat
Wheatear
Ring Ousel
Blackbird 56
Fieldfare
Song Thrush 21

Redwing 1

;
12

9
4

;
11

I

4;
1

3
1

55
u:

2

6

JI
1

2
1

2
16

19
3
4

7

;
6
2
7

;
7

)E,

1

1

2

I
20

4

1

4
49
37
67

5
1

79
2
I
1

306
38

:

t6

nr:_

1

2

5

34
0

11

3;
I
8

555
78

5

2

18

,n:

8
24

5

:
I

37

38

:

2 I
142

12
14

330
4

3
7

18
4

6
32
30
80

2

:

70

4

;
4

32
24
41

5

1

3;

7
59

;
1



1990 1991 1gg2

F.G PULL FG-U T FilUtI
Mistle Thrush 1

Sedge Warbler 91
Reed Warbler 123
Lesser Whitethroat 10
Whitethroat 39
Garden Warbler 12
Blackcap 44
Wood Warbler 2
Chiffchaff 36
WillowWarbler 43
Goldcrest M
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher 166
Long{aited Tit 39
Marsh Tit 2
Wllow Tit 1

Coal Tit 47
Blue Tit 544
Great Tit 124
Nuthatch 2
Treecreeper 5
Jay
Magpie 4
Jackdaw
Rook 

1

Carrion Crow
Starling 13
House Sparrow
Chaffinch 88Brambling 

1

Greenfinch 69
Goldfinch 6Siskin ZsLinnet 3Redpolt 9Bullfinch 23Yellowhammer 4
Reed Bunting 196

5i
72
2

13
5

40

32
122
27

:

12

2

;
33

5
8

13

1

7
86
37

1

194
24
6
2

79
494
79
I
2
2

1

3
2

102

3

6

14
1352

I

12

I
1554

I

74
630
474

29

191

35
6
7

103
863
183

11

6
4

r80

6

9;112
466
377

5
6

3

13

2

415
432
31

4

13
26
14

178
1

27
2

30
1

12
14

1

86

TOTALS 2180 2946 2516 2853 2OO8 3905

71

65
122

24

;
I

37
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Selected ringing recoveries received during 1991 and 1992.

The following codes are used in presenting the recovery details

The ring number,

Age of the bird when ringed (using the EURING code):
1 pullus (nestling or chick)
2 fully grown, year of hatching unknown
3 hatched during calendar year of ringing
4 hatched before calendar year of ringing, exact year unknown
5 hatched during last calendar year
6 hatched before last calendar year, exact year unknown
7 hatched in the calendar year before last
8 hatched before the calendar year before last, exact year unknown
J in juvenile plumage
M male
F female

Controlled means caught by another ringer and released alive

Merlin
Pull.

Pull.

Peregrine
GH94208 Pull.

site confidential, Clwyd
Filey Brigg, North Yorkshire

25 05 91

09 01 92

'Recovered'

site confidential, Clwyd
West Lulworth, Dorset 'Recovered'

Oystercatcher
FA06934 3

Sanderling
N840614 4

Curlew
FS27010 4

Turnstone
STOCKHOLM
4152657 3

19 11 83
01 07 91

24 05 78
10 06 92

13 03 71

08 05 92

29 08 E3
29 11 86

site confidential, Gwynedd (= F)
Towyn. near Rhyl, Clwyd
c 73 km c 16 deg 229 days
Sick or injured hit wires. in c€re with broken wing
Released 28 01 92 at Towyn and flew off well

Rhos-on-Sea, Clwyd
Vidareidi, FAERoES, 62023'N 06032'W
1021 km N 7y 7m Freshly dead, road casualty

Point of Air, Clwyd
Taroudannt, MOROCCo, 30%1'N 08o55'W
2577km 190deg 5131 days Conkolled

Point of Air, Clwyd
Selkama, Liminka, Oulu, F|N|-AND, 64o50'N 25o27'E
2065km 52deg 7727 days Roadcasualty

Nidingen, Halland, SWEDEN, 57018'N 11o54'E
Rhos-on-Sea, Cluryd

72

27 06 92
26 07 92

27 06 92
2209 92

L



41 52657(cntd)
=XR68060

Rhos-on-Sea, Clwyd
Rhos-on-Sea, Clwyd
1082 km SW 8y 5m

05 12 87
18 01 92

Controlled

Common Tern
SX09949 Pull. 21 06 92

15 1292

XR88006 Puil 23 06 91
21 11 91-

XR88314 Pull. 23 06 91
14 12 91

20 07 92

XR87688 Pult. 18 06 89
30 06 91

XR88405 Pull. 2A 07 91
030292

XR88430 Puil. 28OZ 91

19 06 92

Dipper
XR70477 Pult 28 04 91

13 10 91

Blackbird
RA08278 3 M 27 11 88

16 08 92

Song Thrush
RV34667 3 05 11 89

08 02 91

Shotton Steel Works
off Casamanche, SENEGAL, 12osO,N 170 OO,W
4657 km 196 deg 177 days Ative and released,
on ship

Shotton Steel Works
near Grand-Lahou, IVORy COAST. 05a09'N osooi,W
5341 km 182 deg 1S1 days Ctap-netted

Shotton Steel Works
at sea, GUTNEA BtssAU, 1100,N 15000,w
a7a] km 194 deg 174 days Alive and released,
on fishing boat
Lome, ToGO, 0601o'N o1o21,E
5241 km- 176 deg 393 days Landed on dug_out
canoe off Guinea Bissau - released

Shofton Steel Works
Rockabill, Dublin, EtRE
201 km 283 deg 742 days

Shotton Steel Works
lles de Los, off Conakry, GU|NEA, ogoo,N
4953 km 191 deg 190 days
Landed on fisherman's head

13050W

South Walney, Cumbria
Pwllglas, Rhuthun, Clwyd
108 km 184 deg 460 days Controlted

73

Shotton Steel Works
Tema, GHANA, 05041,N ooooo,E
5286 km 177 deg 327 days
Freshly dead, bird found

near Cyffylliog, Rhuthun, Ctwyd

l?nt Ey1[h, Ltanfair Dyffryn Ctwyd, Rhuthun, Ctwyd
9 km 102 deg 168 days Controlled 1= y;

Rhos-on-Sea, Clwyd
Stordragen, Kil, Varmtand, SWEDEN, 59o38'N 13o13,E
1253.km 56 deg 1358 days Controlted,
breeding at Stordragen for last three years



Sedge Warbler
PARIS
3561618 3 25 08 89

13 05 90

Pied Flycatcher
F506075 Putl.

F835713 Pull. 07 06 90
09 06 92

F792666 Pull. 12 06 90
31 05 92

H156043 Pull. 07 06 92
01 08 92

Starling
RH23402 4 M 27 1289

05 03 91

Chaffinch
8772007 3M 08 11 88

17 A2 91

Greenfinch
vJ14388 3 F 29 12 91

24 04 92

Siskin
F399012 4 F 11 04 92

21 04 92

F911781 5 F

Prion, near Denbigh, Clwyd
Anglet, Pyrenees-Atlantiques, FRANCE,
€o29'N o1o3o'w 1081 km 173 deg
Found dead, hit window

11 06 89 Grizedale Forest, Cumbria
25 05 92 near Cyffylliog, Rhuthun, Clwyd

141 km 191 deg 1079 days Controlled (= p1

Etang de Trunvel, Finistere, FRANCE, 47os4,N O4oZ1,W
Shotton, Clwyd
596 km 9 deg 261 days Controlled (= F)

Nunnykirk, Northumberland
near Nannerch, Clwyd
241 km 202 deg 733 days Controlled (= M)

Hamsterley Forest, Durham
Llanfair Talhaiarn, Clwyd
198 km 215 deg 719 days Controlled (= F)

55 days

Pwllglas, Rhuthun, Clwyd
St Annaparochie, Friesland, THE NETHERLANDS,
53o17'N 05o39W 597 km 88 deg 433 days
Dead (not fresh), bird found, probabty kiiled by Kestrel

Westenshouwen. Zeeland NETHERLANDS
51041'N o3o4t E

Shotton, Clwyd
485 km 290 deg 831 days Controlled

Great Meols, Wirral, Merseyside
Llansilin, Clwyd
61 km 182 deg 117 days Controlled

24 03 91
23 02 92
05 03 92

Packington Park, Wanrvicksh ire
Pwllglas, Rhuthun, Clwyd
131 km 302 deg 10 days Controlted

Bod Petrual, Clocaenog Forest, Clwyd
East Grinstead, Sussex
East Grinstead; Sussex
316 km 132 deg 336 & 347 days Controlled
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THE SHOTTON TERN COLONY
Ron & John Birch

The River Dee rises in Bala Lake-in Gwynedd and flows.through the picturesque Vale ofLtangoilen and the fertite otains of Chesi;;; jeilrl 
Jnt"ring its estuary seven mites fromchester. rhe estuary, siT? fileel ;it;;;-nJ'Ini five mites wide, was once muchtarger and deep enouoh to.be easily nrrig.IiE tl'..f,ipping to such an extent that theffiffiI i"J:]"?ll#!ff:,:: o,t.,,ir,"i nll,-i"v l],l,poor .s a seaport. By the nneenth

r..t d6;;;;i;;ti#;;;x:?- yi: arreadv besinnins to.sitt ,p ..0 56ri vl'rrs'iater, in au"ro*ci".t"-,;#$::Jff il'::ff ,"#:lllil,?jjji,,jidl,""J,:ffilHm:*Uhl
the desired effect the ilt_fated schem" 

";ly;";;;r;;in9 1,191 
of its flood meadows, andspeeded up the formation or sano-Oanf; ilU'|ft;.h in the mouth of the river. As aresult of the canalisation a.great aeat of tanA wal.r"lLir"a from the sea and on part ofthis tand there now stands t-he eriti.n di""i corririiil.: Shotton Works. Durinsine rasthalf century' as the siltins 

i?-g{,t|" *1r*v;;,ift#d, an extensive area of s.'artmarshoecame estabtished iust beyond tne westein timjili?"f..tory and in 1970 in this areaa smatt cotony of common i"rn", itiii'i*n#: ;"J a tenuous hord.

t
,'-/

ii-
-/t;t:

ia 11-5- remar,(ed in nis book, ,The 
Feathered r:,1-ol?i Estuary,,, the history of ther: :-t s srrouoeo rn mystery tn 1910 f. n. Ci*.ri 

"ould.find 
no evidence oicorronreirs nesting anywhere on, tire Dee ort ov'isdE*.r claimed that a small 

_colony 

wasfift]i',Hi'J,i:ii.?":1!t:lg-that ov idsi;,i'plirs orterns were present ai the site

.0".t,"".i6+6';.0"ff ;Jh:i"".li1,?;Jilil: j,rt:#df:.,",Tff 
ili:,1r,::lror this witd ftuctuation in numbers i" it"i'iri""r#of 

,marsh i. lrr"iii"i,iri"a, on ,nytide exceeding about 28 feet and it *;;';; ti,li I ur""airg season p".."J without#"i:,ffi:XTtiil iJ"tl"":''"nv 
ro qroi" i.","', :tr; rerns never seem to rearn sense

[*:.#[l;x*r;I.i{: jtlilii!,ut.,1];,Tfi I..'iT:;., j:::;,"?H;:.;,,i;
the over_rio,.g factor -3nse very quickly and that the r"cr, oian ,,[]rrril!'.n" *r.
As one wor : -3! ne a I€

::,*1,:;:,.:;1;;'.1:li:i:ii$!ffi::'i.'iHill'1;'*"JJ,ifj.?:',:l'l'l$;
has, wre-, :^+: l-:- . 

:Fese a poolabout6feetdeep 
and covering some 35 acres'e correct position, a fairly natrr.r 

-.pp""ir-n"""I 
iitnorgt
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bounded on two sides by the factory, the remainder of the perimeter is bounded by reed-

beds and areas of scrub willow, birch and alder' To increase the efficiency of the water

treatment effected by these oxisation ponds the flow of water is controlled by a number

of narrow banks projecting out into the pool and on these one or two pairs of terns

occasionally attempted to 6reed. Unfortunately however, having escaped the vagaries of

the flood tides the birds found themselves beset by other hazards, in the form of rats'

foxes, weasels and even the occasional human egg thief The plight of the only

Common Tern colony in what was then Flintshire seemed desparate when in 1970 at

the request of the Merseyside Ringing Group the British Steel Corporation declared

in"." i,oor. and sunounding reed-beds a reserve' Like all ringers the group' about

irrlrty irong, had a surfeit 6f optimistic enthusiasm and in their original letter outlining

their plans for the reserve they requested permission to "build up to six rafts' to be

floated on the pools, as a safe nesting area for terns'

During February and early March members of the group collected driftwood a-nd old oil-

drumi in the hope that permission for the project would be granted and about five weeks

before the first terns were due to arrive they rec'eived the go-ahead and the group

diverted some cf its not inconsiderable energy towards conservation Hastily a raft about

12 feet square was constructed from the most ill-assorted hotch-potch of timber

imaginable and. supported by rusty oil-drums, was gingerly towed to the centre of t\e
pooi* ana anchcred with nylon line. lt was already nearing the end of.April and Common

ierns had been reported in the Dee and neighbouring Mersey estuaries' Without a lot of

hope for the success of the project I left with three other group members for a week's

birding in Austria. On my return, a little over a fortnight after the launch of the raft' I was

once'again at Shotton Reserve and was astounded to see several Common Terns

wheeling anxiously over the raft. I quickly launched the working raft, an even more

perilouJconstructton than that in which the terns were showing so much interest, and

was elelighted to find 3 nests with eggs in the thin layer of basic slag which had been

provided as an alternative to a shingle spit Over the next few weeks, presumably in

iu.ponr. to the usual tidal devastation off Burton Point, the colony increased to 12113

pairs and in due course 17 pullus Common Terns were ringed

The group's reaction was typical and at the end of the breeding season work

immeiiately ccmmenced on the construction of 3 new rafts Fortunately a loca sawmill

o*ner. proridud as many low quality pine planks as they could carry away A number of

20 fooi tengths of 3" x 3" seconhand timber were purchased from a nearby woodyard

and used to construct the main framework of the rafts, which were then decked with the

pine planks. A local oil-drum manufacturer made a slight enor of judgement and

produced several dozen 40 gallon drums omitting to incorporate any holes through

which oil might be introduced. (Author's note: I am at a loss as to how this could have

happened but since a group member, who must remain anonymous, worked for the

"orp"ny 
at the time, I have my suspicions.) Such vessels, although useless for the

storage of oil, are of course ideal for keeping heavy rafts afloat The rafts were fitted with

tA" si-des which prevented any chicks from leaving the safety of the colony until after

fledging and the standard inch or so of basic slag completed the construction' Since the

protityp" raft had broken away from its nylon moorings during a summer gale and had

oniy been relocated with considerable effort on the part of the group and with some

disiress to the terns, BSC were asked if they could help with the provision of anchors ln

due course shackles, chains and anchors (old car engines) arrived and the rafts were

duly moored with a few weeks to spare before the breeding season' The result of all this

hard work during the winter months, when several members of the group took

unDlanned dips in the pool, was an increase in the strength of the colony tc 45- pairs, the

gr"up's ru*aid beilig 87 Comrnon Terns carrying BTO rings bound for West Afrit;a

16



During the next season, a?11 f,ro, some fairly extensive repairs to the rafts just prior tothe breeding season, no problems *"r" *pli,tnced and the colony increased to 75parrs, apparenuy timited onty by tne arairaf'l-nlsting.area. ror ttreii eifJrts the groupreceived a prince of Wales A*.rA, *f,i"t'*i. *pt"q from the prince on behalf of thegroup by the then Chairman, Chrrf"" Oorll ii,rinsins hut, h";;;;;;, securety attacheJ to;;"_,j,?,rJ,il:.:xfi:f,l"gi|J;l""fr[t3ithe six inch nails in the raft.werl i"...""rr".'ine constant immersion of much of theraft in water and the considerabte roi"" LlJrt"ity tne srtmerfJir,ir. 
"rentr"rry

took rheir toil and the rafts b"g;; i" ;ffi,"gr#]a]r* to continul with the rafts wouldinvolve considerabte effort.no-"rp"n." 
"rl"rv 

z t".: y*^ th;;;il." ,.ii".r changein thinking was necessary. ri isbo, ip'lrio'*"r, could construct platforms in theNorth Sea then it seemed_not unreasonaOr" torii" MRG to unaertate !.llrira proi""tin a 6 foot deep poot. conr"qreniiv';;;j'nexJ 
{:w months rubbish tips werescavenged for disused and discarded s""tfofOi.g, and old and rusty scaffold clips wereheated in fires and boited in 

"ir 
t" ,rr"T"#reyrsaor". As"i; il;.;;ilni,iar set sair,now taden with diverse tengths of ;;;ffJ;;'il;e 

1vo1ki1e 
party, armbo_with scaffodctips, sledgehamrners and .i.nn"r.,Gii;;ffi;"* task. Numerous tengths of 1o footscaffold were driven into rhe rrd;y ;;it;;"}'tn" poot and 20 foot tingrhs, whichformed the horizontal framework of tire pfatioir, were clipped into ptace. NLxt a looseframewoiir of 12, x 3,' ptanks *as raij oninl ."iif"y and to these the tighter upper deckwas nailed. The usuat sides and ,";iil;;;"comptetea the structure. The woodendeck was now ctear ortne waGr av 

"ilrir"z?.i8 inches and the nesting area hadbeen increased from 7oo sq. ft. i; 1id:;ltt.'' *

The birds rewarded these efforts by yet a further increase- in the size of the colony toabout 90 pairs. There was again .'.riort p"rioi'lf rlpite for the group wiitr onty minorrepairs beins necessary ouriig the ;;;i;rli,il il".1,i::!". to th; fa;ory in ine shape:li,,r}j:X1ifl::11:9r* asain brousht trre wo*ins party out of rerirement. rhe
. :," o. t o u. i n ! ; i ;' ; .1 

s.,:'" 
* i"i iltr !:J J: ;:*Iffi mf :,"*i1 :f",l?iccateo rn the centre of the pool ,o* .tooO .,,i"il 6 feet from the bank. f,f,ei" *as no: :e-^a: ve c-t to oismanile tne platform a-ni;ffi it at the new centre of the pool. For:-:s: :-:_3 -e-ce.s n ost heavily in*fr"Jif," *nter months of 19?al7i are best

,;:.=1 
", 

.-.';-^:-.:te"a c.edlt r ."nnot'r"""I a single instance *nJn ,nyon"
::,: ': :::-: .-: il",.t-tt :ec"ie necessary to relocite in"'iatr"irlir,rith only: i!-- _-:6:.: ,.-,_ ,',....';:::.:"::1.,::.:.Ji.rrl..ffitJ:. il;'w".t er,,"i

- - - ---i - .=z'.;':-.---.-: =S:3 ._z-:e: 
za::-: 3l:: l-e -:]-=as: - :-e l: :-.. sre *a= 
- tt,"^a cn to the platform area of

estrmated l50 pairc of terns "es:,.:g a:c 24s o- 
'a:-e' Tcre mpressive with an

1979, apart from mrnor re

::ffffi.:::"#ffiJ.1*" iJ ii f.p];,*j m. ;ffi , 

il: d,j

[{ill'{. ry"?H ITH} r,:: ffii #1"* J[i?99: 
B S 9 s h o tto n wo rks a d o p te d

passes : :s 'ootbal ctub T-shiis, ;;il;ffi ;'Ji":":" t9 be seen everywhere:- car

y"'jX:='1.:1..:"i;:,:J_1*o..,""n1u,-g;:"-"ii:filii)lfjj1i,Tl#l?j;,l,i

:lll: :' ==,, -,,,"",#ffiil"'.:BX1'"j"!"31:1" "r1'" pLtri'r.".'no,n,n"

iJil: =:= 
r, . , j: := !:!; e;;o c;;;:iiJ';ffi'" fl3i?H: ?;.:',"lilffiJ;

or 33. :- r. : 
. 

r r. ..:l:1;Hi,T[::"".""::.r,T"l,n:t1lruli:,"tl,"jk*l
77
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prior to fledging. Normally only very small chicks are susceptible to adverse weather, as
had been observed in 1978 and this new situation gave cause for considerable concem.
However, subsequent examination showed that the birds had died from starvation.
presumably because either there were too few fish in the estuary or that the terns, for
some unknown reason, were unable to catch them.

ln 1985 yet another problem faced the birds, and although the worst fears were
unfounded, it still gives cause for concern. A new paper plant located about a mile from
the reserve necessitated the installation of a high tension electricity supply to the
factory. Regretfully this was routed directly across the flight-line from the colony to the
fishing grounds in the lower estuary. Collectively birds cross the wires thousands of
times during the breeding season and although the CEGB, on the advice of the MRG,
went to considerable trouble to mark the lowest wire the birds took to flying over the top
one. ln the early part of the season six birds were found dead beneath the wires and no
doubt others were killed but not discovered. Once again the birds seemed to be using
their common sense as towards the end of the summer some terns had at last started to
fly underthewires, as had been anticipated. ln spite of this new hazard 238 chickswere
reared but it was too soon to be confident that the birds had again triumphed over
adversity.

The 1986 breeding season, preceded by the usual repairs to the platform during the
winter months, was highly successful, with a new record of 333 pulli being ringed. Again
the majority of birds persisted in crossing over rather than under the high tension power
cables on their interminable flights to and from the estuary, and regrettably a few
individuals paid the ultimate penalty. Nevertheless all seemed well, but within a short
time three events took place which threatened to have a dramatic effect on the colony.
Firstly, during the winter the repair gang had observed a serious and rapid deterioration
in the scaffolding supporting the platform, which was clearly in need of a major refit. The
group was then informed that a new access road to the factory was to be built, and that
the only sensible route was through the middle of the reserve, passing within 100 yards
of the colony. Finally, through the good otfices of Graham Williams of the RSPB and the
Dee Estuary Conservation Group, the MRG obtained a substantial grant from Shell UK
Limited in support of the project.

It had long been the aim of the group to somehow fabricate an artificial island and
thereby put an end to the constant drain on both effort and finances imposed by the
maintenance of the platform. The above events at last put them in a position to proceed
and they approached BSC with their master plan. This involved one of the training walls
being cut through in three places, the islands so formed to be blinded with sea sand, the
slag banks to be stabilised with concrete and the tern chicks to be protected until
airborne by a ring of steel. The approach to BSC was, as ever, met with immediate
offers of help and advice. With the backing of the Engineering Department, the work
began rn earnest in early 1987. The selected bund was covered with a layerof sea sand
and the contractors then moved in to separate the bund into three islands. The first job
was to link the islands by a series of temporary bridges to facilitate the movement of
materials and equipment to the site. With the help of friends from the Hilbre lsland Bird
Observatory the perimeter of the central island was strengthened with concrete, and the
corrugated steel barrier was erected. The work was completed on April 26th, with 60
Common Terns wheeling impatiently overhead (or so they thought!). The council, who
were at this time building the access road, had been asked to try to minimise heavy
work in the vicinity of the colony during the breeding season. Unfortunately the prime
times for tern breeding and road building coincide, but although no firm promises could
be given the road engineers agreed to do their best. ln the event the engineer in charge
was as good as his word and by the time the birds arrived the road across the reserve
was all but complete. 
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Nothing now seemed to,stand in the way of another record_breaking season, andalthough the battered ptatform ,"r.inlO-inl Jrolp f,aa no doubt that the birds woutdnest on the pristine istand a .mere 20 vrri. 
'to 

the west. Til .;;;;; was ontymoderately successful,_ the cool wet weattrer-ihich persisted through May and Junereducing the number of ringed chicks to ii+, Oui'tt,"ir. distribution _ rickety otd plrtform259, high tech new island i5 _ *r. ,n r*itiiaieo oisaster. The group was now facedwith the agonising decision of wnetnei ine'iiriforrn should be repaired or removedcompletely. lt was the view of the principal ,ritiLA. that only by taking the latter stepcould the birds be induced to move to tneir new quarters. lt was also felt that the 100tons of sand should be reptaced by 50 tons of pea_sized basic slag, which is not toodifficult provided it is said quickly fni.-.i"p *.rionsidered necessary since the waterretained by the sand supported the groMh'of 
"r""lsBZtBB ti",;i";; il" l-nag". y".i9 nri ir," o,l":t'.""Xf::::t: :X:Tr:l;X;:fi:lslag (purchased with rapidly diminishing frnir]"InO the concrete banks reparred andextended. Finally the platform was aismintle;6 ;" point where ail that remained were39 of the verticat supports. 

.At- 
this .t"g; ;i;;; ieatiseo that the momentous decisionmeant very litfle, since the platform alm5st fell .p"rt ,ny*.y.

ln due course the terns returned and there then follo-wed three harrowing weeks duringwhich they studiously ignored tne isfanJ. ftrey-sat-"rorrA looking dejected, for the mostpart perched on the remains of the platform,;J;;-""" occasion tsaw a Oiro sitting onevery one of the 39 remaining supports. wnen ai Lnort. 
"".r*J i; ;lff:,; few birdsfinaily began to take an.inteiest.'inenrsi inii."*"re recorded on May 13th and fuilacceptance of their new home quickly spre"a tolne other terns. A week ljter there were

l9]^1,::,: and on May 30th rgr n".t. *itn'-r'iojr, or 511 esss. By the end of rheoreeorng season a new all_time record of aOr birJs naa oeeniinleOl or".""rg.in tt,"terns had triumphed, oblivious to tne Oram-a'tiai constantty surrounds their artificial
,tfffJlt 

grounds, but the group fert that at tasitnly rrao got'the biri"in a-more sorio

However in 1990,n" 
"ol:1y_:,rl"red itsJirst comptete faiture since artificiat breeding: aj:--s we'e rt.st constructed in 1970. fne'teins arrived at tn" 

"olony.o,ischedule,
:-: .., 1^- 23:h t-e.e v,yere 40 biras present. R-vi.]t to tn" island on May t3th revealedi s: ::=_. .:---. - -:.1!s :nc a deiaited .;rni;; May 27th produced a totat of 265-n: :, -': - -: -. i :"-:: :-. _ :-est rumberon record. Th" n;ri;L;i;ine"cofony Oy: -:-t-' :,,-,.-.,-. ': --r: :- ---e 2Oth and it:v.a: immediatety apparent that
_a.- ,-=-: {:.. :- , . ,t.l.t, -' .-.t". ,'..^-- c 

:qr,l birds being pr6."libn lrn".;.:-:-ir =:.: r,ii'S:ed Mostof theeggshadbeen-::: :_?::.:-: :-: .-:S:

*il;'il":' ;;,; ;; :; ::::'-:.-' -:- 
: .':- -i. --i::j if"Tr:fjit,t:

Several theories for the disaster were propounded. rnctuorrg !.e:a: a. a?ve.se weatherand disturbance. These were. discountlJ;;H;J;: oi.int-ormaiion,r rr.,rr-."1".u,n9 .shortage of food as the only urpfrnation *iri"f.r *.rld frt the situatron SrOrequentenqr.€s -=veated that most other coronies onlie'irrsn sea ilt-;; oell"s,mirarryaffec:e : ::-:_-oh Sandwich T"r.: ;il;;; .r..*irr,,, Locat fishermen were of theopin:- :-:: :-e.e had been a shortage .i.r.riiln in t" o"" 
".ir".rv,,.nr, v".r.Ass-- -: .- : .: -ave been.the..." i["r" rrl'i"r"rr, possible explanations. poilutionof sc-: ::- : :-: :rssibiiity, brt th;;;l;;;fi;;" or.ny r.io!ni..in1ii"i,n"ory,with s:-: : .. : : . .: :, d,enc-e^, is ti,at an uriusJ]i, 

!,nn tevet of atgat btoom in theestua_.. :.: i . : : _ .-^s rrom ild th#;;!vl c*,r.,. i, tn.,rurii#,,*,r"r.
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Authority have confirmed that during 1990 the amount of algal bloom did readl
abnormal concentrations.

It is possible that a similar incident had occurred in 1984, although later in the breeding

season when a considerable number of large chicks perished, and from an examination

of a number of corpses it appeared that starvation was the cause of death on that

occasion. lt may be that we shall never be absolutely certain why the failure occurred

and the 1991 season was awaited with keener than usual interest.

ln the event the 1991 season was reasonably successful, albeit without any recor&

breaking figures, with 170 pairs nesting and 306 pulli ringed, but the birds were back to

full strength in 1992 with 31 5 pairs rearing a record 555 young.

ANTAGONISTIC BEHAVIOUR OF FEEDING SNIPE
Ron Plummer
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3:o,t,illil,|il; 3i;i p::l :as watching , s,1:!_?j_7. Snipe, Gal/,nas o sattinaso.

?::"i."rit;;ffi;:,::;::"1*:,1?l,f ii,"j",H1',i:,::i:t":f i::l[ruivtew of a[ 7 birds at al times. rne oistance b"ir""n ,v..rr .;J i;" ;,; *rj. roughtys0 metres and lwas using 7, s-o oir""rLr".iil.p"rioo.of observation was rrom 12noon untit 1300hrs. This obiervation;;i;G;;rrt"gonism 
between individuats, towardsintruders upon their feeding ,r"., 

"nJJnl""""J,li;ii,r_r.oird was feeding. iie oispraywoutd begin with the feeding OirO turning its-;;;;f", th-e intruder, it woutd then cockits tait and stighfly fan the,fiatherslo.i#,i" iJ,ern of a btack letter,,T,,across theunderside tips and down the ."ntr"-Llt-" ,ri"l]l, 
"*"ns (This dark, vertlat tine isonlv visible when this oo.:irl" is aaopteal 

".Ji" 1.,,00", when the feathers lre onceagain ftattened.) Then with, head o"rlr-.lJ'ilir'"up the aggressor walked backwards:"##t 
the intruder. This always h.d #;.ruTrect or forcing the intruder to back

TJris betaviour only took place if a bird was feedinowas preening o,i,ti.iiii,is it "o,rJfl;;;;".;# J,ll,ili,::"iff:+flril".;::":Xl
ffi:Jii:fill];:": ifi:i:i?ll1f 1il 

*55"#,ilo ,n., intruder wou,d tuin assressor

As recenfly as 1 990 this aehlvjgg was reported in Fjeldfares, Turdus pilaris,by CedricLynch (See Clwyd Bird Reoort 1990), Urt,iriil.no*,f 'have 
not come across any mentionof simirar behaviour in other oira.. r,.eiiii.t,"#oj^rofrre 80, Dougait,_lriaitingt"y,Mattingtey and Stewart record the t*".i.g;";i#"i"pl:9 by Snipe whin,in danger ordisturbed. atso J. Lewis Bonh_ote,in rii.lgiffi;iiilalln,,eiras of Britain,,describes howa Snipe wil back up to a tussocr, or grasi J#ii]ii.a oo*n and tait up, causing thetwo dorsatstripes ro resembte_the sri..lii;;";;ii", reference in ewp volume s,

Llramp & Simmons. regarding a sim]lar O"hrrio-r,ln-i:ipe, but this account i, ot . OirO,::::jl:llJ,.J::l^:"i."j;ffi.Ftreao ano-r-a'ii,n ,,. i,i":n"w brack spots, or,,"y".,,on- -::. :_:,-"-u . .o -ffii'.1i#,Hffli;:1fli"Jl:"fFffiffi;;ilw?]ras *re

-3'-;;=" :- :\,u, 
::-r=i EST|JARY - A BRTEFUPDATE_ - :r j:..J ostcne_:_: ::! : :_ =-:=_ l::i.._:_, =3gg-,39

,', t' --.i 
a --:.- a, -_z-:a

:-:-ss.- tr:-se-,::.^ ..i-= 
:-:- :a :-: :S:i s S:,e i_. S^oreciros the need for:-e lee e.,*"r- a-.u,, .l-ttt 
:- s :€s :' s-::ere

:?ulo 
put at risi parts oy1i"lv,n'on "t-'* 'g"'d'=-Yitt;;.i,lili;?:['ffid'il,:ipjrss are stirr not nnils;:";.J,:o":::,T?::":"#t,ronvaro.,prl_n. i"iii.",i,,., or_noo'1ant mudflats, is stil a possinirity. i[i.';;'J"J,l",l would swaltow up areas of

3:- =, .' oublic enquiry on the grounir;; ;#j".#l^its having already been thrownP'::::: -' a,so exist for continued tippi.s oi .ori*j.9.! lt Yor,, cause to the estuary.a:::n-' :: 're estuary. and a orobt."l-;;1t;::l:,onto the mudflats and on tand

!;:.::. , - = o^":giment tnreatens;"';;,r',#::]:il-"'t ts9t"v industriar and
,?:''-=-, ,': :atandra, 

"r^;ti[';;;;;:,"']l::T.il:rns 
area in wares where cornwa.::: . . ;;;:;: 

o' can still be found, aiong with significant numbers o] y"1o*

Howe..:.. :
estac ,s - -=
cons€ir:1 : -

An imp:-=-' -.:

,:""lrjJ"Jj:rj,f"#L* or particurar importance has been the

,,, 
-r,l 

#:",.# i:T: i:ii[!=i*ll f J'l[ xL":,,H :,9,
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Plan, a working document to allow careful use of the site whilst ensuring its immense

value to wildlife is not damaged. With co-operation from all parties this surely has to be

the way foruvard.

The activities of indiscriminate cocklers on the mudflats has been a cause of concern it
recent years. During the winter of 1992/93 up to 118 cocklers could be seen operating

off the 
'Point 

of Air alone. Numbers of this magnitude clearly deny birds access to large

areas offeeding grounds and may have a considerable effect on the cockle banks, bott

as a future tesorrce for legitimate cockling interests and for birds' The National Rivers

Authority has recently begun procedures for the implementation of bye-laws to contro{

certain aspects of tne cociting industry and a monitoring programme will be put in place

to identify the benefits of these measures. A recent management agreement between

the RSPB and the NRA over 6500 acres of the Authority's land within the estuary means

the RSPB is well-placed to have a voice over such issues as cockling lt is hoped that

with this co-operaiion, the byeJaws and support from legitimate interests, the effect of

the industry in the future will be less damaging.

Construction of the Hamilton's gas terminal at Point of Air has now commenced and the

company has put a lot of thought into measures to minimise the disturbance to birds on

the estuary during the construction period, and to providing alternative and improved

feeding and roosting opportunities for birds displaced from the construction site itself'

Getting back to what the estuary is all about, the Birds of Estuaries Enquiry counts for

the Dee continue to show the huge importance of the site for wintering wildfowl and

waders. The average waterfowl population (ducks and waders) in the five year period to

the winter of 1991/92 shows an increase of over 13,800 birds from that in the five year

period to the winter of 1990/91, to a staggering 131,685 birds The number of species

supported at internationally important levels almost crept up to 11, with Curlew,

Numenius arquata, falling short of the threshold figure by only 11 birds "-l'm sure they

were out there somewhere! Others to show increases of note included Oystercatcher,

Haematopus ostralegus, Knol, Calidris canutus, Dunlin, Calidrls alpina, feal, Anas

crecca, and Pintail, Anas acuta. The latter continues to be one of the estuary's star

birds, with the Dee being the UK's premier site for this bird, supporting 14% of the NW

European population. The huge flocks of this extremely attractive duck can often be

difficult to getgood views of, but last winter large numbers were often to be seen loafing

off Bagillt at low water. Blacktailed Godwits, Limosa limosa, continue to increase too,

not only in the winter but also in the sumrher when the UK's largest summering flock can

usuallybe seen at the RSPB's lnner Marsh Farm reserve, numbering some 250 birds'

Such numbers are evidence of the benefits of all the conservation bodies involved on

the Dee, but for these to be sustained our continued vigilance is clearly necessary, and

surely justifiable.

SUMMER POPULATIONS OF FERAL GEESE IN CLWYD IN 1991

G. E. Morris, Z. L' Jones & E. E. Jones

ln June and July, 1991, 79 wetland sites in Clwyd were surveyed for Canada Geese and

Greylag Geese as part of a national survey by the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust'

437 Canada Geese, Branfa canadensis, were found in 31 different localities (see map)'

At least 138 young Canadas were raised, though many birds were so well-grown by July

as to make age distinction difficult at some sites. Coverage was not complete, especially
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in the south and east of the county, and was made more difficult by the fact that CanadaGeese often choose small ponir, 
".pJ"ify-n'"*fy_.l"ated fishery ponds (6 sitesholding 70 Canada ceese do not 

"pp""i 
r. *ltrrrj on OS maps). They require pondswith istands or inaccessibte banks,'often 
"i.Lr"'i"igtt above i,", i"rlr,-ti-"rgh theyavoid upland lakes in heathe_r moorlarO. rrO.tt," ,"1or winter sites for geese on the Deeestuary are deserted in summer. One site with a+ bir-is in July was found to have 129 inearly August and some potential sites were on private land without available access(though severat landowners provided usetur intoriaiion uv retterJ. in" ng;r"'ir asz i,therefore thought to be an under-estimate of it" trr" numbers which are likely to havebeen between 500 and 600.

120 Greylag Geese, Anseransef were found at a singlesite in the Clwyd valley whichplaces the site, just about,. in the British i;t:O;, this species. Numbers are stiflincreasing with 141 present in March 1993.

We would like to thank lan.Spence,.John L. Roberts, Cedric Lynch, Robin Moore, ColinWells and Julian Weldrick for'providing *rnt. ,irpltific sites.
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WREN FEEDING NESTLING GREAT TITS
Mrs. J. C. Rees

During the early summer of 1992 we were surprised and pleased to see a pair of Great
Tits, Parus major, laking an interest in the nest-box on our garage, which for some
reason had been completely ignored for three years. Soon it was obvious from cheeping
sounds that the eggs had hatched and we watched the parent birds carrying in food and

removing faecal sacs.

On July 4th a Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes, was seen entering the nest-box and

subsequently it began to take food in to the chicks, in fact it (she?) seemed to be

making more feeding visits than the parent birds. Our cats were frequently attracted to
the neslbox and the Wren would shout abuse at them from a safe distance, for daring
to loiter near "her" nest-box.

On July 13th the young birds left the nest and the Wren seemed to be encouraging the
last chick to leave, it had its head out of the hole and the Wren repeatedly dropped and
picked up some sort of grub to try and tempt it out, instead of going to the box to feed it

as before.

Now that the birds have left it seems very quiet by the garage, but we will be hoping for
a new family next year, with or without a tiny foster parent!

TARGET SPECIES

Due to the lateness of publication of this report, for reasons already outlined, it was
thought that it would not be worthwhile to introduce a new target species at this stage. lt
is hoped that the 1993 report can be published before the end of 1994 and details of
target species for 1995 will be detailed in that report. ln the meantime please continue to
send in all records of Tree Sparrows so that the information already received for this
species can be added to.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SOCIETY

Clwyd Ornithological Society
The Society was formed originally in 1956 and was then known as the "Flintshire
Ornithological Society".However, when in 1974, due to Local Government reorganisation
the counties of Flintshire and Denbighshire were amalgamated to form the new county
of Clwyd, the Society was renamed the "Clwyd Ornithological Society". The Society's
affairs are managed by a committee and its officers, who are elected at the Annual
General Meeting held in March each year. The Society is a Registered Charity.

The Society's main aims are to encourage and help its members to recognise the
various species of birds encountered, to assist in the study of birds and to observe and
record the distribution, movement and behaviour of the various species. So that these
aims can be met the Society organises a series of indoor meetings during the winter
months, which include film shows, slide shows and lectures. Throughout the entire year
outdoor meetings are held at various localities within the County, as well as some
venues of special ornithological interest outside the County. The Society is a member of
the Dee Estuary Conservation Group and the Welsh Ornithological Society. There is a

hide for the use of members on a private estate at Llyn Helyg.
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It is hoped that all memberl..will become competent omithologists and consequenflymake their contribution to ornithology witnin tfre'6ounty. Naturally whilst many memberswould like these ideals_realised in-iuil, ii is Jppre"i.t"d that most members are tessscientificaly minded and just derive 
" 

gr"rrdJ-;r pb;;;;';ljoy,i"niiro, .irprywatching birds. These members 
"r" "q-r"tty;;1";".lf you are interested ,nd,yi:.1-19]:jn tne Soclety, whatever your level of interest may be,the annual subscription is currenfly excellent vatue at only t5.00 for an adult member.Please contact the Treasurer Or. E.M. gett ai 9 Maen Gwyn, Abergele, TelephoneAbergele 826771. (SAE appreciated)

Deeside Naturalists' Society
On 26th April 1973 a public meeting was held in the Civic Centre, Connah,s euay, todetermine whether there was sufficient interest to form, locai ;;;;i.riirtory grorp.Twenty peopte attended and Deeside N;il;.i; Society was formed. At that firstmeeting it was decided that the aim of the organ-isation should be ,,to stimulate interestin natural history and to play a part in the 

"o"rr"ir"tion 
of flora and fauna on Deesideand the surrounding area',. This is still the 

"i, oiih" So"i"tv. 
- - sr'v rqu.,q vr

Since those early days the membership of the Society has grown steadily and iscurrentty about sOo. tts success can be attributed. to its wioe ;r;;l;;;r"grmme ofillustrated lectures, its field meeting. 
"na ""p""i.il-y 

,ts ctose involvement with the naturereserve on the Dee shoreline, between Connah,s duay and Flint.

Members of Deeside Naturalists, Society receive quarterly newsletters, a field meetingand indoor lecture programme, a permit to visit the h"."r" (if over 1g) and a key whichwill gain access to the hiries. UemOers oi tn" io"i"ty are encouraged to undeftake

T;l:?t'"t' 
tasks on the Reserve and to participate in the D"" E;tr""; vieirana airo

The Society works closely with other conservation bodies. lt is a member of the DeeEstuary Conservation Group and is representeJ at the Dee Estuary Forum and theCtwyd Environmentat Forum. Deeside rultuJi.i. SJ"iety is a Registered Charity.
tro, further rnformation and details .of membership contact Raymond Roberts at 3g' :'=i:'t Road, Connah's euay. (Sne appreciateOi

Ae:.am Birdwatchers

.,.;;-_-: ji-lretary, Mr. G. Jones, 7 BromfieldAvenue, LLay, Wrexham, LL12 ORG.:-: :::-::;:ed)

No,rttr Wates Wttdlife Trust
Ttre i--s: 3:- - s:sis a number of nature reserves in Clwyd. Further information fromthe Ccnsei-;a::- Oq-r for Clwyd, fvf" ni"r-er"y. ql N\MMf CMyd Office,Loggerheads Cou;:-, ear< r.,rora, cii siii. fSnE 

"ppreciateay
Welsh Ornithological Society
The Society was formally established in April 19g9 and its aim is to promote the study,conservation and enjoyment of birds tnrorghori-fr-.f!,

Man', :' :^e wildlife habitats in Wales are under serious threat of development and it isvitairl -::1ant that local.-ornithofogy has a-i,.iff!"lo_orOinated voice if conservationrssues :". :: *re properly discussed.-Mucn OepenO,s i'n the strength of that voice. lf the
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W.O.S. is to succeed in its main aims then it is essential that the Society should have
the authority to speak out on behalf of all those who wish to protect the birds and bird
habitats of Wales. lt can only do so if all interested people lend their support by joining
its ranks.

For further information contact the Membership Secretary, Derek Thomas, Laburnum
Cottage, 12 Manselfield Road, Murton. Swansea, SA3 3AR. (SAE appreciated).

SPECIAL OFFER
*****************

CLWYD BIRD REPORTS FOR 1989 AND 1990

For anyone who does not possess copies of these excellent reports we are able to offer
these at a saving of 50%, YES, that's just HALF PRICE (plus p/p).

The 1989 report contains 49 pages and includes articles on "Recent lncreases in
Wintering Black{ailed Godwit, Knot and Dunlin in the Flint Sands/Oakenholt
Marsh/Connah's Quay Area of the Dee Estuary" by G.E. Morris, and "Conservation
lssues on the Dee Estuary During 1989" by lan Higginson.

The 1990 report contains 75 pages and includes articles 6n "The Mute Swan at Rhyl" by
Stuart Thomas, 'Antagonistic Behaviour of Feeding Fieldfare" by Cedric Lynch, ,,pacific

Golden Plover at Oakenholt Marsh RSPB Reserve" by lan Higginson, "Deeside Urban
Wildlife Gioup Broadoak Wood Nature Reserve" by Pip Perry, "Conservation in the
Forest" (in Welsh and English) by lolo Wyn Lloyd and "Buzzards in Ctwyd', by G.E.
Morris.

PRICES: 1989 REPORT E1.50 PLUS
1990 REPORT €1.75 PLUS

50p P/P
50p P/P

= E2.00
= t2.25

SPECIAL PRICE FOR BOTH REPORTS = f3.75 inc p/p

PLEASEORDERFROM: GEOFFNEAL
36 THE RIDGEWAY
HAWARDEN
DEESIDE
CLWYD
CHs 3ER

MAKE CHEQUES OR P/O's PAYABLE TO CLWYD B|RD RECORDTNG GROUP
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NATURAL HISTORYB

Subbuteo Natural History Books
Treuddyn, nr. Mold,

OOKS t,TD

Clwyd, CH7 4 LN.

Iel: O352 t7ol!58ir.
Farc 0352 T7tBgO
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