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CLWYD BIRD RECORDNG GROLP
was founded over ten years ago. It comprises re::.r::a::res from a

variety of interested organisations. The current meml<:s:-: '-. " tbLlows:

Chairman and County Recorder: Norman F{..-:r
(also representing Wrexham Birdwatchers r

Hon. Secretary: Anne Brenchley (BTo East clwl'd Rep:*.r- -: ' "

Hon. Treasurer: Elvet Jones (Clwyd Ornithological Se';u':-

and

Andrew Dale (ccvr)
Louise Jones (COS)

Paul Kenyon (WOS)

Ron Plummer (DNS)

Peter Rathbone (ex-officio)

Gareth Stamp (RSPB)

Paul Triggs (MRG)

AREA COVERED:

The inserte.d maps give some indication of the geographical and political entity

covered in this Report. Another change in local boundaries meant that, in 1997,

Clwyd ceased to exist as a county and Flintshire, Denbiglrshire, Aberconwy and

Wrexham Unitary Authorities camo into being to further complicate our task'

To foster continuity, we have emulated the Welsh Ornithological Society in the

adoption of the old Watsonian Vice.County system. Though the title of 'Clwyd
Bird Report' has been retained, our area should be seen as consisting of vice

counties 50 Denbigh (Dinbych) and 51 Flint (Fflint). This decision has become

inevitable because, unfortunately, the boundaries of the newly-created dishicts

bear little resemblance to the original county boundaries. For anyone unsure of
the boundaries, the advice given is to continue to submit records for those areas

formerly regarded as boing in Clwyd. Any which are not relevant to the new

recording area will be passed on to the appropriate County Recorder. To this

end, it is imperative that an appropriate place name and O.S. grid reference

number is included with any records sent in.
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EDITORIAL
Norman Hallas

Welcome to the 1999 Clwyd Bird Report. My first task is to thank those
past and current members of the Clwyd Bird Recording Group, especially
Geoff Neal and Andrew Gouldstone (previous Recorder and Secretary
respectively), for their efforts. A number of changes have occurred in the
membership of the Clwyd Bird Recording Group in the last few years.
We have a new and vigorous committee as outlined on the previous page.
I would like to thank all of the participants for the time and effort wtrictr
they have devoted to the work of the group during their period of
membership. Secondly, I must thank all those who contributid to this
report in any way. A list of Contributors is to be found at the end of the
Report and a note of acknowledgement is appended to this editorial.

Our paramount aim - the ,bottom line,, as it were - is to produce a report
for 1999 and to catch up on the ,missing, years. It is siven y.ur, ,ir..
the last fullReport appeared. A supplementary report for 1993_5 has now
been produced and we hope to publish one shortly for 1996-g. We would
still welcome records for these ,missing' years.

It may be that the concept of a Bird Report has now outlived its
usefulness. Alternatives exist in the form of web-sites, Birdline reports
and the like. It would be constructive, therefore, if I set out my aims in
endeavouring to produce such a document. There are two main reasons
for producing a report, One is recreational - to make a collective record
of bird sightings to remind participant Birdwatchers of what they and
their colleagues have seen in our area, The second is that of conserva-
tion: to give some indication of the ,health, or otherwise of an area.
Trends may be identified as signposts and parameters for action indicated.
There is much more which can be done in both of these directions.

Boundary changes continue to cause confusion among those who send in
records as well as among those who receive them. please continue to
send in records as outlined in this report. Any which are not appropriate
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to this area will be sent on to the relevant Recorder' Our area is as set

out on Page 4. I have not found it possible to distinguish in every

instance bitween Flint (vc 51) and Denbigh (vc 50) records in this

report. However, familiarity with sites and a list of O'S' numbers (key

at the back of the report) should enable those u'ho nish to disentangle

them to do so. More productive, in my vierv' is the distinction bet\l'een

coastal and inland records. (In fact, in essence' this consists to a large

extent of the distinction between Flintshire and Denbighshire respec-

tively.)

Particular problems occur on the north-eastern and flofil"r'' i:l'm
extremities of ont area. In the former, the boundary cuts across :h: le:
estuary and runs through the RSPB Inner Marsh Farm Resen'e rua il;
exclusion of most of the Reserve which is in Cheshire' I have thus onli

included records which are relevant to our area (the Border Pool and

some of the surrounding fields are in Flintshire)' A similar prescription

applies to the north-western boundary. The WOS position on this' is

ttrat vc 49, Caetnarfon, 'ocorresponds to the pte-1974 administrative

county of Caernarfonshire. However, the new County Borough of

Conwy straddles the old county boundary between Caernarfon and

Oenbighshire along the River Conwy. Here records from west ofthe R'

Conlri should be ient to the Caernarfon Recorder and from the east of

the river to the Denbigh Recorder." However, the position may not be

so straightforward: the county boundary cuts tluough the RSPB Conwtr'

Reserve so that only one-third is in Denbighshire' It then runs north to

Rhos-on-Sea and puts the Ormes and Llandudno into Caernarfon' I

have thus includedthose records from RSPB Conwy which I regard as

pertinent and in the belief that this is what our readers would wish'

Records for Caernarfon should be sent to

John Barnes, Caernarfon Recorder, Fach Goch, Waunfawr'

Caernarfon, GwYnedd LL55 4YS

and/or to

Rhion Pritchard, Editor, Cambrian Bird Report, Pant Afonig'

Hafod Lane, Bangor, GwYnedd LL57 4BU

6
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Finally, a word on methodologies. I have made use of all kinds of
record in this rgport, from the casual reporting, whether on an

individual or a group basis, to systematic and objective study. All are

welcome and more of both are to be encouraged.

This report is a summary of information submitted and flom which the
Recorder and others can make assessments as to status, distribution
and so on. It is neither desirable nor possible for all records to be

published. It is one of our functions, however, for all records to be

archived by the CBRG. This may be in written format or electronic,
The Group, therefore, is endeavouring to update its current system of
recording and archiving.

I hope that people will welcome this report and furd it of interest. We
have a diversity of habitats and the 220 species or so which are found
in this report are partly a reflection of that, They are also an indicator
of observer activity and I hope that readers will respond favourably in
that direction,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In addition to all those who have sent in records (isted towards the
end of this report) I would like to thank Anne Brenchley and the
British Trust for Ornithologt for the BBS Jigures; Helen McSpadden
and BHP Petroleum Limttedfor their POA systematic listfor January
- June 1999; Alan Mortonfor the production of maps using DMAP;
Ron Plummer and UPM-l{ymmene for the 1999 UPM Avian Report;
Ron Plurnmer for the illustrations; Mair Evans and Elvet Jones for
checking the l4relsh spellings; and the CBRG Committee for its
thorough proaf-reading - though, of course, any errors or omissions
are mine.

Norman Hallas
63 Park Avenue

Wrexham
LLI?TAW

Telephone: 0 I 978 290522
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NOTES ON THE SUBMISSION OF RECORDS

Standard recording forms are available from the CBRG Secretary and it

would be most useful if these could be used for the submission of all

records. Under the present recording system, it would be helpful if
records are submitted in Voous species order and on either a monthly or

quarterly basis. However, for records to be included in the Report, they

must be submitted in good time.

In submitting records please ensure that you include the follorving

ffirmation:-

a) Date
b) Location (with either O.S' Map reference or nearesl to*n' r'il-

lage or landmark named on an O.S. map). For sensitive sites a tour-

figure reference would suffice.

c) Species (with details of sex and age where possible)

d) Number of birds seen

e) Any other relevant information, particularly with reference to

breeding status

The local significance of some records may not be immediately apparent

to the observer, particularly with reference to cofilmon or garden birds'

Please submit reports of any unusual numbers, behaviour or occunence

outside normal liabitat, as well as any interesting anecdotes which may

be of use in preparing a readable report.

As mentioned above, please submit all records to the County Recorder

promptly at the end oi each year, preferably by the end of March' Also

acceptable are submissions on a monthly or quarterly basis'

SUBMISSION OF RARITY RECORDS

There are three categories of rarity: National, Welsh and County rarities'

All of these require supporting evidence from the observer before they

B
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can be accepted for publication. For all National and Welsh rarities a full
description must be submitted, together with an account of the relevant
circumstances of the observation. A form for such submission isavailable from the County Recorder (SAE appreciated) or the basic
forrya1 may be copied from the transcript below,' Thi; f";_ may also be
used for the submission of,County rarities.

All.rarity descriptions should be submitted via the County Recorder whowill forward them to the appropriate body for ratification.

National Rarities
Records of National rarities are considered by the British Birds Rarities
Committee (BBRC) and a list of these is published periodically in British
Birds Journal.

Welsh Rarities
Records of Welsh Rarities are considered by the Welsh Records panel.
Welsh Rarities are defined as those o..u..ing five times or fewer peryear on average. 

. 
The following list, which is reviewed u*uuily,

constitutes the species currently considered:

9ory'r Shearwater, Great Shearwater, purple Heron, White Stork, BeanGoose, Green-winged Teal, Red-crested pochard, nirg-1..1.d Duck,
Ferruginous Duck, Surf Scoter, Montagu,s Hanier, nor"gh_f.gged Buz_zard, White-tailed E€., Golden Eag'le, Corr.rrt., 

-SpottrO 
Crake,

Crane, Stone Curlew, Kentish plover, iemminck,, Stint, ir.toral Sand-piper, Buflbreasted Sandpiper, Red-necked phalarop., i."tund Gull (ofthe race Lg. kunrlieni), Bee-eater, Short_toed Lark, Woodlark, ShoreLark, Richard's pipit, Tawny pipit, races of yellow Wugtuiilno tflava or
.flavissima), Nightingale, Bluethroat, Aqtntic WarblerlVtarsh Warbler,Icterine Warbler, Melodious Warbler, Dartford Wurbi";;Barred War-bler, Pallas's Leaf Warbler, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Red-facked Shrike,Woodchat Shrike, Serin, Common Rosefinch, Cirl Bunting, OrtolanBunting, Little Bunting.
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Descriptions of WRP species should be submitted as soon as possible
after the sighting, preferably via the County Recorder or alternatively
direct to the WRP Secretary, Jon Green, Crud yr Awel, Bowls Road,
Blaenporth, Cardigan, Ceredigion SA43 2AR, and from whom WRp
description forms are available.

County Rarities
With the increase in occurrence of certain species, the county rarity list
needs to be reviewed regularly. To try to ensure complete accuracy in
the report, records of these species should not be published without
supporting evidence. The only possible exceptions to this rule (at the
discretion of the Group) are long-staying birds seen by a number of
observers.

With apologies to the less experienced observers, it is recognised that a
record from an experienced observer, having previous experience ofthe
species concerned, may require less detail than a record from an
observer unfamiliar with the species, but a basic description of at least
the principal identification features should be supplied by even the most
experienced of observers.

The following list constitutes the species considered as Flintshire and
Denbighshire rarities. This list will be reviewed periodically:

Red-necked Grebe, Black-necked Grebe, Sooty Shearwater, Storm
Petrel, Bittern, Spoonbill, Barnacle Goose, Garganey, Honey Buzzard,
Red Kite, Dotterel, Wood Sandpiper, Grey Phalarope, pomarine Skua,
Long-tailed Skua, Sabine's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Iceland Gull, Roseate
Tern, Black Guillemot, Hoopoe, Wryneck, Water pipit, Cetti,s Warbler,
Yellow-browed Warbler, Firecrest, Bearded Reedling, Golden Oriole.

In addition the Group rny request supporting descriptions for otherwise
common species outside their normal habitat range, e,g. inland records
of seabirds; outside the normal season, e.g. summer migrants in winter
or vice versa; and for records of distinctive subspecies, e.g. Grey-headed
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Wagtail (M.f, t hunb e r g i).

Any sightings submissions which are under consideration in this reportare indicated by the abbreviation .tbc, (.to be ;";.id.;,) with thename ofthe appropriate authority appended.

F'ORMAT TOR SUBMISSION OF, RARITY DESCRIPTIONS

PLACE

DATE(S) of your observations (old)

Times
Earlier/later dates by others ifkno*fotal 

Duration

First & last dates ifLown

OBSERVER (BLOCK CAPITALS)
Address
Telephone
OTHER OBSERVERS (BLOCK CAPTTALS)
Who found it?
who erse is reporting it, if known? 

s&o first identified it?

Was it trapped for ringing? Date, ifknown

-r_f-d.{, 
is it preserved? ,H*J? 

ifknown

Yi: ir.ph:tographed? photographer and address, ifknownoptical aids used Distance from birdPrevious experience of species
Experience of similar species
Weather conditions
Details oftrapped bird to be completed by ringer
Date trapped
nsscRiprrox: rnctude an account 

"rHur:i:TH circumstances of

SPECIES
Number of birds Sex Age

1t
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the observation and a detailed description of the bird(s), preferably based

on notes taken at the time of the observation before reference to books.

Attach original field notes where available. Attach extra sheets if neces-

sary.

And finally, is this record 100% certain? Are there any who disagree?

The following extra guidelines may be of assistance.

Do not be too brief in your description of the bird. The fullest possible

detail is required, plus a sketch if possible. Do not worry if you are not

a great artist. A simple annotated drawing(s) with salient features noted

at the time will suffice. Insufficient detail usually guarantees rejection.

but please do not put in details of features which you think should have

been there if you did not see them. Notes should be written at the time

of the sighting and not after you have returned home and consulted the

literature. Take a notebook with you wherever you go.

If you discover a British or a Welsh rarity always try to get at least one

other independent observer to see the bird and submit a description also.

Please feel fiee to contact the County Recorder or other member of the

CBRG if you wish. They may not always be able to get to see the bird

themselves but may be able to arrange for someone to do so.

Some rarities seen by many observers are not always submitted, every-

one leaves it to everyone else. This applies in particular to those who

submit their findings to a Birdline. Please submit the record even if you

were only one of several observers to see the bird. The more supporting

evidence received the better, and yours may be the only record received.

t2



SYSTEMATIC LIST T,OR Lggg
The cornmon English species names and their Welsh equivalent (plus the Latin
lcr:lllific name) h*r. !:T used throughout. whr;;;ffifi;;;, used ftom theBritish Ornithologists, Union British Li-st 2000,these are pta"ra in itatics below thefamiliar name.

Birds of Conservation Concern
11-]9?1, 

the RSPB published the list entitled Birds of Ciruervation Concern in theUK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man. 2g0 regularly o".urring ,f..i", *r, dividedinto three sections, as follows:
Red list species, ofhigh conservation concern, numbered 36 and consisted ofthosewhose population or range is rapidly declining, recently or historically, and those ofglobal conservation concern.
Amber list species (l l0), medium conservation concern, are those whose population
is in moderate decline, rare breeders, internationaily imporiani arO iocatiseO species,and those ofan unfavourable European conservation staius,
Green list specles are the remaining species (134) of lower conservation concern.The (simplified) criteria are listed in the table below and indicated in the statusdescription in rhe systematic list. In addition, those Red LiJ ;;;i;. identified foraction in the UK BiodiversityAction plan and which are lik.ly;;;" of particular
relevance to Clwyd are indicated as .,Birds of Conservation Concern in Cluyd,, andindicated thus: BCCC . (See article on Local Biodiversity by nr inie Brenchley.)

Red List Criteria
BD at least S0%o decline in UK breeding population or range over previous 25years

HD historical population decline in UK between lg00 - lggs
Amber List Criteria

BDM Moderate decline e5 - 4g%) in UK breeding population or range over previ_
ous 25 years

BR Indicates 5 year mean of 0,2 - 300 breeding pairs in UK
BI indicates at least 20% of European breeding population in UK
W indicates at least 20% of non-breeding populations in UK
BL at least half ofthe UK breeding population can be found in I 0 or fewer sitesin UK, but not BR

WL at least half ofthe UK non-breeding population can be found in l0 or fewersites

SPEC species of European conservation cffcern



The Dee EstuarY

The Dee Estuary is the most important area for birds in Clwyd' It covers a large

number of sites and many organisations have an interest in its conservation' An

attempt has been made to abstract information fiom these sources but there is some

overlap. The main components are as follows:

(a\ The RSPB Dee Estuar! ReserYes:

Point of Ayr (SJ 140 840) [RSPB Management Agreement with the Environment

Agency uni gHp Petroleum] - designated POA in this report ' is part of the Dee

fi-tuary Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Grade 1, Rlmsar. and Special

Proteciion Area. The reserve is 845 ha and consists of 8 l4 ha of intertidal mudflats,

16 ha saltmarsh, 8 ha shingle and 7 ha sand dunes. A public car-park is located at

Talacre village and access to the public hide is gained via a public footpath along the

top of the se-awall adjacent to the reserve. The hide overlooks the saltmarsh and

adjacent mudflats.

Bagillt Bank (SJ 235 767) [RSPB Management Agreement with the Environment

Aglncyl - designated BB in this Report ' is part of the Dee Estuary Site of Special

SJientidc Interest (SSSI), grade l, Ramsar and Special Protection Area The area

spans 1680 ha. There are 1579 ha mudflats and 80 ha saltmarsh' Public footpaths

and car parks overlook the reserve at Flint, Bagillt and Greenfield'

Oakenholt Marsh RSPB Reserve (SJ 265722) ' designated OMR in this Report -

is part of the Dee Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Grade 1, Ramsar

and Special Protection Area, The reserve is 113'30 ha consisting of 6'l'20 ha

saltmarsh and 46.10 ha of intertidal mud. Access is along a public footpath from

Flint, overlooking the reserve. Members of Deeside Naturalists Society can view

from their hide which overlooks Oakenholt Marshes from the eastern edge'

(b) RSPB Inner Marsh Farm (SSSI. (SJ 305735)

Piease note: for Inner Marsh Farm (designated IMF), only parts of this Reserve

relate to Clwyd viz.: the Border Pool and some surrounding fields in Flintshire'

Where possibie, species counts are given for these areas only' Where birds are to be

found moving between the Welsh area and the main reserve' the total reserve count

is given,

(c) Deeside Naturalisls Sociery: Connahs Quay Reserve (SJ 270720)' Designated

CQR in this Report, It includes Bunded Pools alongside the River Dee'

l4
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(d) BHp point of Ayr survey areo. (Sl l2S4) -designared BHpf . The main study areaconsists of Llawndv Farm & terminal; Wuri.n eu*; The Warren; the RSpB reserveat Point of Ayr. Circuir 
.counr; ;; gir.r' r"_, tr," n"rar;ilil prestaryn andFS,nnongroyw (including Llawndy ;;; fi;;" Farms).

flo:l:{;'rlff{i!,in":,,&Ji'#: industriar site at sr 307r, viewing can be

Please nok also that for Conwy RSpB Reserv e..SH 79577S(designated CR) onlypart (approximatelv one_quafter) of the Reseive is in the vice-county iiDenbigh. Therest is in caernarfonsh,l" 
11,"i1r"*;;;il;;rorcies which ,nuy b, perrinento thisreport are included. Where ttre Aistrilutio,n *i. g"n..ul, total numbers for tfre reserveare given. Where the narticular dir;;ibril; .iggrrt.A that rhe ,p..i., *.r. definitely

il,,:; "ffi ffi :l j ::ffi tr;IflJil x',fl 'j,# lllr,' r,,, ;rM;; J "iloli r., un a n ro#

BBS

BCCC

CP

HT

LT
t.tsH/

ndg

tbc

refers to monthly sea watching counts outlined in Appendix 4
no details given

to be confirmed (a description-has not been received by the relevantrecords panel - see Notu

Visitor Centre 
zs on the Submission of Records ;i;;;;'*"

Other abbreviations used in the Systomatic List
British Trust for Ornithology Breeding Bird Survey
Birds identified as of Conservation Concern in Clwyd
Country park

High Tide

Low Tide

see World,s End survey outlined in Appendix 2
Welsh Records panel
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IYE*

WRP

t Reported sightings fom a secondary.lource in the public domain (suchas Birdlines and magazineg ouiwrrich [;;#;I* ,ior,n.d to theRecorder or the Welsh nariry-panet (r"d rh;;;f;.noi connrr.o Uyrhem), WRp and CBRG *ui,a *.r*ri;;;rffi;;;;J;;:".r,
I sightings reported in the BHp systematic list (January - ,rr" *r,Foa strs u.Aars AND THEIR ABBREuurtows eno OS NUMBERS, pru$ stt G.zzETTEER AT THE END



RED-THROATED DMR (Gavia stellata) IRI:HvDDGYDDIIGI:H

Passage migrant and winter visitor to ffihore wqters. Amber List ISPEC] IMSW]

At least ten reported (t) off-shore at Gronant in January. Seen offshore li"om POA ([
et al) where numbers rose from l0 on 4/01 to 80 on 20103 with 8 on l7l04' 28 were

reported ibiden for 30/09 with up to 7 in first week in October, Seven sightings at

Rhos Point between 3ll01 and 8/04 with a maximum of three on 4104 (all in winter

plumage except one on 8/04); 3 offRhyl Splash Point on 3/03 and 2 recorded off

Rhyl in November and December; 2 offPOA, 2/10.

Three records: I offTowyn, 2ll01(f); l+ offRhos Point, 6/02;1 there,24102 and

one seen close-in in breeding plumage, ibidem,29103; one offshore at Gronant, 9/03

(t),

BLACK-THROATED DMR (Gavia arctica)

Occasional winter visitor. Amber List [BR' SPECJ

GREAT NORTHERII DTVER (Gavia immer)

Occasional winter visitor' Amber List [IVI]

t6

TITOCHYDD GYDI)IiDDU

TROCIIYDD MAWR

It offLlanddulas with 5 Velvet Scoters, 2101. Up to 3t seen with Red-throated and

Black-throated divers at Rhos Point, on 6102 and29103 and 1 atPOA,4ll2

LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ru/icollis) GTTYACHFACH

Breeding resident and winter visitor

Successfully occupies most of our limited freshwater areas: reported on nine areas

inland and eight coastal areas. Max. counts: bred at LPJ, 5 eggs hatched after 1st

laying failed; 8 at Dolwen (02/01 and I l/09); 8 on March circuit count, BFIP (f); 6
on R. Clwyd, l3ll l and 5 at CQ& 26112.

Dee Estuiry: Only l-2 seen on occasion at POA and OMR. 3 breeding territories at

BHP (0-3 during lggz'S)where two pairs bred successfully at Llawndy Farm, raising

2 and 3 young ,"tptrtively (f); CQR: a pair raised I iuv ftom a nest on the Ash Pool'

A rnaximum-of i birds were recorded at any one time, Shotton Lagoons: 2 for 3

weeks, Jan - Feb.

RSPB Conwy: successful breeding in large numbers. 6 pairs bred producing 15

young.

JFMAMJJASOND
cR67l0812l52'12720151212



GREATCRESTEDGREBE (podiceps cristatus) GWIACHFAWRGvrrGBreeding resident and winter visitor to coastal woters

Present at six inland sites. Breeding confirmed at Dolwen (l + 2 juvsin August),Gresford Flash, LIyn Bran (where Z'oil'i"juu, in July and August), Llyn Brenig
ITaI.a 

+2juvs in July-August), - l-
ruaxrmum counts: a remarkable 250 offshore pOA, 10/01; and 147 on 3/10 at BB.Dee Estuary: pOA: singles occasionalty; r*: onZl/tZ,gi.;;;rhiyrurima are
91* l" the^tabre. [B-B: au counts ai if';r;;tu*';#;Li.n'rpr,."u, 

unadownstream from Greenfield Dock.l OMR: indivia,iuf,,.er;ily present. tvtaxi-

fiffi;:l1Jrs 
of 5 on 23lll. ceRra maximum of 6 sighied iiiiot, Recorded

RSPB Conwy: I pair bred producing 2 young. This was a new breeding speclesfor the Reserve. Total figures for thi n roui'urc tabulated.

BB

J

3

F

35

MAMJJ ASON
6 23 147 30

5331
GIWACH GYDDT,'DDII

D

l5
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cRt2336
BLACK-NECKED GREBE (podiceps nigricoilis)
Scarce winter visitor. Amber List tBij- 

"'''-

POA 2-birds present ar HT on 3t/0t (tbc)and tl on2/10.
RSPB Conwy: a singleTzv *u, pr*rrrt 

";;; tower lagoon 23 September - 6November. A first record for ihe Reserve.

FULMAR (Futnarus glacialis) 
ADERw-DRyctN yGRAtcnowNORTHEfrN FALMAR

Breeding resldent, summer visltor, and passage migrant. IMSWI
Main records; a pair at_nesting site, S of Llanddulas (SH 906766); 9 seen at ColwynBay, 3 t t 0 t ; several rtrRll:iad; i;;;. ;unt = 7); + pai., iirr.statyn qua*y,26/03; 12 passing pot,zl,tos;d."l.t;igil;;gs 

of birds flying W past Gronant andPoA in June and July (maximum 46-r;;;)0;;; 6 offLlandd utas,8/12.RSPB Conwyr*: singles were seen on five dates,23/A6- 01109.

CORY'S SHEARWATER (Calonectris diomedea) ADERyN-DRycrNCoRyRare vagrant

tifs,t 
bird observed on Zt/06,Gronant sea-watch (A.G. Stamp;accepted by



MANX SHEARWATER (Pffinus pffinus) ADERIN-DI<:;NMANAW
Regular ffihore during sztmmer and autumn, Amber List [BI, BL, S\ECJ

A steady, mainly westward, summer passage was observed at pOA and Gronant with
87 passing POA on 22105;95 on 19/06; a peak of500 on 21107, a single on 30/09, t0
on 3/10, and, offGronant, 1400 on20106,102 on 21106 and26l on21/07.

MEDITERRANEAN SHEARWATER (Puffinus yelkouon) ADERyN-DRyctN MORr
CANOI.DIR

Scarce passage migrant

I flying west past POA, 30/09

STORM PETREL (Hydrobates pelagicus) ptjDnyN DnycrN
now EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL
Occasional summer passage migrant. Amber List [BL, S?ECJ

Two offPOA, Flints (tndg), 20106 and2 tbidem,2tl07 andZ2l07;2 past Gronant
on2ll07 and 7 on 22107 (tbc).

LEACH'S PETREL (Oceanodroma leucorrhoa)
now LEACH'S STORM-PETREL
Autumn passage migrant, Amber List [BL, SPECJ

fA total of 46, inc, a maximum count of 20, offpOA, 3/10.

GANNET (Sula bassana)
now NORTHERN GANNET
Passage migrdnt. Amber List [BI, BL, SPECJ

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)
now GREAT CORMORANT
C ommon non-breeding v is itor

P E D RYN GY N I.' ['O N. h' FO RC HOG

HUGAN

MULI|RAN

Present offRhyl [MSW]: April and August (max. count = 9); noted offshore pOA
rising from 1 on 4102 to 34 on l0l0a $);2 seen off Kinmel Bay Beach, l/06; 29
flying W past Gronant on2ll07; I offPensarn Beach, 2ZlO9. 7 offshore in winter at
POA on 2/10.

Despite complaints from anglers of large numbers depleting inland fish stocks (e.g.
"over 50 birds at any one time" at Gresford Flash), our records do not reflect this,
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though one was seen .to catch a 3l4lb carp,, there on 4/10!

'{l::gr.'"o"ted 
in small numbers torn 

""rv 
six sires (max.: l8 in March at Llyn

Caqstal: present in much larger numbers: cl5O R. Clwyd, S of Rhyl, 2g/05;a max.of 100, Rhyt - Kinmelpuy:-illI0 II\ia,Wli-fi2 ur Rhyt Beach roost sire on 6/10.High tide WeBs counts foiGronant irc gi"";, in the table (designated G).Dee Estuary: OMR and pOA mortntfma*imu u." tabulated. (For OMR the peakcount wqs 23/t I and 
"oyt: tyg"t, refer n birds.roostiig rrifliii.l CeR: maxof 41 recorded on mud-flats. Bi: ipio tiutWulwen on 3/01; peak of 47 atBB on29i09; birds regularly recorded on itint ma.sh at HT April-June with peak of g onI 8/04. Only an infrequent. visitor t" Sfr"ti"i i.goons.

Conwy Reserve: l -2 recorded throughout the year with 5 on t7/09.
JFMAMJJASOND

G 5 - - 7 79 95 2t 69 102 160 - 21

oMR 53 52 39 32 I 54 8l 116 80

t2 l0
POA63

5

l9

2 6

SHAG (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) MUr.FtuNtrERDt)nowEUROpEANSHAG
Scarce, non-breeding visitor on the periphery of our area. Amber List [BIJ
Four past POA,2/|O. RSpB Conwy; singles on R. Conuy adjacent to Reserve on23 / I I and 201 lZ with two present on 22/ 12.

BITTERII (Botaurus stellaris) 
ADERnN IBWNnow GREAT BITTERN

Rare visitor to the periphery of our area. Red List [BD, HD, BR, S\ECJ

RSPB Conrary: one on 7103 wtthanother on 25/10 and 2g/10.

LITTLE EGRET (Egrertu garzem) 
cRDyRBAcHScarce localised winter and f,assage'visitor

I at POA on 31107 and I on the Welsh pool next to IMF, Sept. 15 with a bar-headedgoose and several greylag.
Dee Esluary Reserves: pOA: an imm with unusually yellow legs present 29_31August favouring the colliery tagoons. Bii;; single on-Flint ,.r?ijnr.. on rising



tide,29109. OMR; [tl reported, 151021; two birds first noted on ll August'

Presumably same two birds seen 12109 and26l09.

GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea) cttEYRGt,As

llidespread resident. [MSWJ Heronry along R. Clwyd with qt least 5 nests in 1999

Obsented in both inland and coastal localities, Inland: seen at at least 12 sites,

Maximum count: 7 at Llyn Brenig and at Chirk Fisheries, both August (nearby

heronriesfor latter at Ellesmere, Shropshire and on the Dee near Chester)"

Dee Estuary Reserves: POA: regularly recorded with a maximum 6 in July. BB: no

high counts recorded but regular sites included Walwen and Flint foreshore. OMR:
present most months with peak count of 6 in September, Birds either roost on marsh

or feed in low waterareas. CQR: present through year with max of 10 on 13/l 1.

RSPB Conwy: l-3 recorded throughout the year. [Nearby heronry, though not in
Clwyd, with 30 occupied nests in Benarth Wood SSSI, 30/041.

SPOONBILL (Platalea leucorodia)
now EURASIAN SPOONBILL
Scarce winter visitor

MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)
Breeding resident. IMSW]

LLWBIG

Dee Estuaty Reserves: BB: a single at LT off Flint Point on l2l10. OMR: two

immature birds present at high tide roost on 26109. Single bird present at HT roost

on 9/10 (same as BB?). IMF: up to four at varying dates between l4l3 and 3/10 but

mainly on Cheshire part of the reserve.

n,tncn n1r

Breeding success in a number of areas: Acton Park, Brickfields Pond, Rhyl, CQR,

Erddig Park, Gresford Flash, SLJ, LPJ, LLR.
Highest count: 14 (inc, l7), Marine Lake, Rhyl, 20111; 14 (inc. 5iavs) ibidem, l2ll2'
RSPB Conwy: 2 pairs bred, producing 7 young. Present throughout but small

numbers than usual.

Dee Estuary Reserves: POA: 8 on April28,5 on 3ll0l,2 on 18/07 and singles on

27108 and24109. BB: only one record - a single at Flint Marsh, 13/06. OMR: two
birds regularly present in February feeding on marsh at low tide' Two birds present

April l; one at HT on 16 May. Peak count of 8 on 9/10. CQR: a pr successfully

raised 7 cygnets. IMF: much inter-change between reserve, Shotwick Lake and

Burton Marsh. Birds flew in at dusk to roost. Tabulated figures are for the whole

reserye:
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FMAMJJASOND
6 r '7 5 51 9 I l1 t2

BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus columbianus) ALARCH BEWtcK

now TUNDRA SWAN
Uncommonwinter visitor seen in small numbers, usually on the north-eastern edge
of our area, Amber List fill, WL, SPECJ

c30 Whooper/Bewick swans over Llandegla Forest, giving "short double whoo",
1 l/01. CQR: 3 present on 3/01. Shotwick Fields: 25+ on 24lll:23 on 6112; 12 on
13n2.

WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnu.s cygnus) AnRCH rGIGLEDD
Uncommon winter visitor seen in small numbers. Amber List [BR, WI, WLJ

I at Shotton Lagoons in January; I at LT offFlint Point,30/ll, and I seen with a
variety of other swans and geese at Shotwick Fields, 6/12,

PINK-tr'OOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)
Ilinter visitor in small numbers. Amber List [W], fi/Ll

GWYDD DRODD.RlNC

6a $) at Shotwick on24l0l;4 flew over Warren Farm on 1102 (il;4 at R. Clwyd,
near Denbigh,28103 and2 at Clwyd estuary, 4104 and I ibidem29105. BB:112 birds
'loafing' offBettisfield colliery at LT then moving upstream towards Panton Cop (SJ
235745). Two grey geese probably of this species, off Flint point at mid+ide with
Canada Geese,3102,

GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser) GWyDDWLr.r,

Uncommon breeding resident and winter visitor. Amber List [l/[ WLJ

Present at Dolwen, Hanmer, PMPA, Llyn Brenig (max. 4 + 4j, May-July), Llyn Helyg
(pr with 6 juvs on 19106); R. Clwyd estuary, Shotwick Fields (max. 29 in24lll).
Max. number: cl00 on stretch of R, Clwyd, nr Denbigh,23101.
Dee Estuary.' 2-3 present, BHP May-June (f); BB: 8 seen with Canada Geese on two
dates, offFlint Marsh at LT on 25101and offBagillt Marsh at mid tide, 3/02. OMR:
recorded twice at HT in October - l8 on 12110 and26 on l'7110. CeR: 1 on 9/10.
RSPB Conwy; pair bred producing three young, a new breeding record. One other
record: 25 on 24106.

BAR-HEADED GOOSE (Anser indicus)
An introduced species, occasionally seen in our areo. Not yetfully naturqlised in

2t



Britain and not on the British List

2 flew W over The Warren, BHP, June 15 ($).

CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)
Breeding resident and winter visitor

Reported llom twelve sites, Largest numbers were at Shotwick Fields, with > 1000 on
13112;900 at OMR , 850 at BB, 133 at Hanmer Mere on 20/08; 6l at SPJ on Tlll;47
R, Clwyd, Rhyl on 27102; and 37 at Llyn Helyg on 7102 where 5 Tavs reported on
1t/07.
Dee Estuary,' Three breeding territories in BHP survey area (0-2 in 1992-98) where
1 pair hatched 3 young at Llawndy Farm (1 survived to fledging), POA: only a single
on 8/1 l. BB: inner estuary flock off Flint, usually 'loafing' at LT near Lamp Rock
(SJ 2673). Peak counts of 850 on 25/01 and 820 on 3/02. OMWCQR: large numbers
recorded in January (740 offFC, 23101) and October (peak count of900 at dusk on
21/t0).
RSPB Conwy: the total reserve figures are tabulated. 2 pairs produced I young.

12126t53434

GWYDD CANADA

t2

GWDDWYRAN

JFMAMJJASOND
CR l5

A Lesser Canada Goose Branta canadensis paruipes / mffitti was again recorded
at the Welsh Pool, IMF on 9/08 (ibidem one last year).

BARNACLE GOOSE ( Branta leucopsis)
Rare vagrant. Amber List fill, WL, SPECJ

BB: Recorded at LT with Canada goose flock: singles off Flint Marsh on 25101 and
off Bagillt Marsh on 3102. I at Shotwick Fields, 9108 ,24lll and 6112. RSPB
Conwy: one on22106,

BRENT GOOSE (Branta bernicla) GWDDDDU

Regular winter visitor ln very small numbers, principally to the Dee estuary. Amber
List [WI, Wl, SPECJ

DARK-BELLTEDi a single at POA on 3/01. One at RSPB Conwy on20-2lll0 with 3 fly-
ing west onTlll (race unknown).
zALE-BELLIDD: 6-l I regular at POA in January with 12 on 17 ll2and early March. l0
on 10/12.
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RUDDYSHELDUCK (Tadornafenuginea) 
HrwADENGocHyREtrHrNRare vagrant. Att Britisi r"io,ri *rifnlii,'u**a * escapes

Dee Estuary; pOA:5-6 regr.rlar August ll-2g and 6 on 1/09, A single RuddyShelduck x Shelduck hybrid preseni 
"", 

?f'0. OfraR: single birds recorded at HT onoctober t2 and21. 5 atBorder poor, irv#, z) ot 
1t-_4 

+-i*ili;i"i",ilou*22/n andat
iti'J't:,ffi $;3fr1fi;:too,iilii','ini'^nizs'^zriii,l"iiiiii.
SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)
nowcolkIMoNsHELDUCK - HtwADENyREtT,HrN

?;;';;i';::;'** 
resident and very common estuarine winter visitor, Amber List

"TT;Urrbers 
recorded: Dee estuary - 2850 at pOA, 25t09;R. Clwyd estuary- 40+

Dee Estuary., monthlv maxima are given in the table. FOA: peak counts on 25/09 and7/08. BB: most countsrefe. r",t" fiiri'f"..rfrry area. peakro*, o, 27/09 andinvolved birds offFtint poinr. oMR;;;r;hiro U, generally under-recorded. peakcount on June 13. No broods ,.port.O on?'n11gr. ,oerve. CeR: a max of 152birds recorded in the Flint & ca';;;ft1.^"p, I ;;;;;;;s;;ory at LrawndyFarm bur thoughro be unsuccessful (0-t in iqqz_qtl fll,Inland:5 noted at pendinas n ..ruoii, U ;;;A^in November.

BB

OMR

POA

CR

J

t4

190

23

A

t3

34

108

lll

M

ll
71

8

135

J

2

86

119

128

t2

92

5

FM
47 24

-47
130 105

l8 s0

J ASOND
- 434 18

t9-6
2200 28so 1s0o 705 237

22105s
MANDARIN (Aix galericulata)
An uncommon exotic ,?::i:r,lr:babty escapes n3*u,.rn,ffflril,ii\rili, ,rrr,long after its introduciion t, iritainqroiii[ n, err, irii" *ia_t,iii century.
Several sightings of single birds; 1 at Greenfiekl.Heritage park, I l/Ol $); f at smallpool at Clocaenog, 2/0i; t.m.t A;;r-ir;;'k,'iytt,_una at Gresford Ftash, october -December and Gresford r_ut., rvor.rl*-itlzL' fall lauer presumabty same bird?]
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WIGEON (Anas penelope) cHtvttYELL

now EURASIAN WIGEON
Fairly common winter visitor. Amber List [IVI' WLJ

Found inland in small numbers and on thre Dee Estuary and offshore in larger num-

bers,

Inland: Present for only three (winter) months at Llyn Brenig (max = 24 in
November); 6 at 'Tommy's Wood Pool', Borras, (SJ 354530),22110,

Coastal: largest numberi - 200 offRhyl in January IMSWI; 350 at R' Clwyd, F'hyl,

27fi2;400 at OMR in November; I150 at BB on24102.

Dee Estuary Reserves: BB: counts were of flocks 'loafing' at low water near Lamp

Rock (SJ ielZl anA offFlint Point. Peak counts: 1150,24102;1050, 18/12; 930,

l5l}2, OMR and POA monthly maxima are tabulated: OMR Peuk count on 17

Noveruber as birds 'loafed' on or in the moin Sutter. POA peak count: October 25'

CQR: recorded in most winter months in small numbers with a maximum of 321 on

mud on 5/02.
RSPB Conwy: total Jigures for the reserve are tabulated, Pair observed copulating

on 16104. i m + U present on 18/04 with a pair on l/05. A/was then seen 14'23

June but breeding not confirmed.

JFMAMJJASOND
oMR - 200 355 I l0 l0 200 400

POA70451317942535
cR 60 45 20 4 2 I 2 13 149 150200 60

AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas americana) cHwttvEtLAlvlERICA

Scarce vagtant

IMF; a drake was present on the Border Pool (Flintshire) on 22/ll and23lll

GADWALL (Anas streqera)
(Jncommonwinter visitor. Amber List [lll, WL, SPEC]

HWYADENLWD

Recorded in six areas this year: I pair at Ysceifiog Lake,25104; a pair at Pentre

Mawr Park Abergele, lll\;Llyn Helyg: I on7l02;24 on l0ll2.
Dee Estuary: CQR: present on Ash Pool throughout winter months with a maximum

of 1 5 on I 3/ I 1 , IMF: wintering birds moved between the reserve (in Cheshire) and

Shotwick Lake in Flintshire, depending on disturbance. A m on Border Pool, IMF,

24111. Shotton Lagoons: present Jan - May with a maximum of 2l in January.

RSPB Conwy: a pair was present during spring with a n remaining for the summer
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but no evidence of breedin g. (Tlrc monthly maximafor the whole of IMF and Conwy
reserves are tabulated,)

JFMMJJASOND
rMF 10 I 4 lt t2 t7 l0 I 6 ll 2 g

cR451421-12223

TEAL (Anas crecca)
now COMMON TEAL

CORHWYADEN

Rare breeder but locally abundant and widespread winter visitor. Amber List [WIJ

Found inland in smaller numbers: atLlyn Brenig and Llyn Helyg (30 on 7102) and
on pools in the Ruabon area (max. lg on l0/10)
and in larger numbers along the coast qnd rhe Dee Estuary.. max. counts: 210 in
January at BHP/Warren Fm,; 250, R. Clwyd, Rhyl,27/02; tOO+ mr the Border pool,
IMF; 433 at OMR Q8ltl);208 at pOA and l3l9 Flint_CeR ,24102,
Dee Estuary Resetyes: CeR: absent from area only May _ July. A maximum of
1319 birds present from Flint-Connah,s euay on 24102,' Other (monthly)
maxima are tabulated. OMR: p.eakcount of 433 on 2g/ll, Counts made at high
tides: tides need to be very high for ideal iounting conditions when the marsh is
completely /looded, lifting the teal out of the gutter,s and vegetation. Otherwise
under-recordirlg may result. pOA peak count ctites: t9/01 oniZgtt l.'
RSPB Conwy: a/was observed with 3 newly hatched ducklings on l4/A7 - a new
breeding speciesfor the reserve, Totalsfor ih, rer"ne are tobulated.

OMR

POA 208

cR 75

101 54

100 25

8

ll I

AS
- 180

55 l9l
tt2 160

JFMAMJ
6

J

19

2t

t2

o
300

119

200

N

433

200

200

D

250

174

100

GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Anas creccct carolinensis) coRHTyyADENAIGELLWERDD
Scarce vagrdnt

[RSPB Conwy: a m arrivedwith a flock of 100 common teal and was present all day
on 8/02. This constitutes the second reserve record - accepted for baernarfon by
wRP.I
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MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos)
Common andwidespread breeding resident and winter visitor

HWYADEN WLLI'

Recorded inland from twelve areqs: max, 75, September, Llyn Brenig; 102

Brickfields Pools, Rhyl, 3/01 and cl00 on Denbigh stretch of R' Clwyd,

Coastql:81 at PMPA, 22109;80+ at Rhyl Marine Lake,ZllZ.
Dee Estuaty: 17 pairs est. to have bred at Llawndy and Warren Farms (0'15

1992-98). BB: recorded on only three dates - l0 on 18/04, 3 on 16/05, and 2

13/06. CQR: at least 2 pairs bred with l0 iuvs seen. Monthly maxima for OMR
POA are tabulated, (OMR peak counts were on 29/07 and 3/09. POA: l2/08,
9/10,) Shotton lagoons: peak count was 256 in January, Seven pairs nested

successfully raised 26 young.

RSPB Conwy: c20 pairs bred.

JFMAM
oMR-380
POA 274 164 l8 22 2

cR 39 35 40 16 33

JJ
I 589

267 183

93 120

A S

350

3s8

129

o N

20

235

30

D

18

197

40

562

130

4',t4

100

PINTAIL (Anas acuta) HWvADENLISTFAIN

now NORTHERN PINTAIL
The Dee estuary is an internationally important sitefor lhis winter visitor. Amber

List [BR, WI, WL, SPECJ

Maximum counts:5100 at BB, 3/11;339 atP0A,24lll;2000 offFC,23101.

Dee Estuary Reserves: BB: Counts were made off Flint Point throughout the winter
period mainly at LT. Peak counts: 28110 and 3/l l. POA: 24lll. Monthly maxima

are given in the table. OMR/CQR: few records this year. Flocks roost off FC. A max

count of c2000 on BlAl; 80 birds present at HT on January 7 (OMR) and in the

second winter period 30 present at low tide on September 3.

RSPB Conwy: one on 6109,3 on 12109,7 on l4l09,l on 15/09,6 on l7l10, I on

20110 and one on l0ll2.

J

700

192

FM
600 350

109 I

AMJJ ASOND
- 150 5000 5100 1860

21 150 220 339 237

BB

POA

26
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GARGANEY (Anas querquedula) HWIADENADDFATN
Uncommon passage migrant, Amber List [BR, S\ECJ

Fewrecords for 1999: pOA - singles on 1610g (probably from Waruen Fann) and
26108. RSPB Conwy: I Juv on 24tiOg and 26t05 aid 2 i uvi on Zt t}g.

SHOVELER (Anas clypeata) HTrADEN;IDANBT(;
now NORTHERN SHOWLER
lltinter visitor in small numbers. Amber List [WIJ

Found inland at Acton park and Hanmer Mere and coqstal at Industrial Site, Flint,
3/01; BHP ( a pair, Jan-March); pOA where 2 on 1610g and26/A8,7 on 9/11 and g
on24112; BB, offFlint point where 6 birds at LT on l2l10; Ceif with max of 2
present through Jan-March; Shotton Lagoons, Jan, Feb., dct, lma*imum 45 in
January); Border pool, IMF (max. 20+ on 6/12) and RSpB Conwy (total numbers
tabulated; present in spring but no evidence of breeding). ' '

JFMAMJJASOND

cR 11 t2 3 2 3 3 3 l0 6 5 3 4

RED-CRESTED POCHttND gtetta ru/ina) HWADENGRIBGxIH
Rare: possible escapes

t3 at POA, 6/10. A single ibidem on 10/10 and throughout Decembert; also
tgglylaUty sarne birdl at nearby Wanen Farm on t?110, I jatBFIp pool, pOA, (SJ
124844),4n2.

POCHARD (Aythyaferina) HTIIADENBENGxIH
now COMMON POCHARD
Wnter yisitor seen in small numbers. Amber List tW, WLJ

Recorded at ten sites: BHp__(Warren Farm), CeR; Greenfield Heritage pool, Holy_
well, Gresford Flash, Llyn Helyg, pMpA, pOA, Rhyl Brickfields poois where 37 on
3/01; Shotton Lagoons (regular; peak of24 in lanuary); Stryt Las, Johnstown where
max. count was 34 on gll2 and RSpB Conwy (see table).

JFMAMJJASOND
cR 52 56 20 12178203718
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TUFTED DUCK (Aythyafuligula) HtvvADENGoPoc

Uncommon breeding resident and regular winter visitor

Fairly well established in snall numbers on lake areas: Small numbers recorded on

twelve freshwater sites. Maximum counts: 94 in May at Shotton Lagoons and 93 in
October plus 37 in June and November; 35 at Stryt Las, Johnstown, l3ll1;35 at

Brickfields Pools, Rhyl on 10/01 and24 at Ysceifiog Lake, 8/03. Proven breeding

success at PCR, July-August, Present at BHP (up to 10), CQR Jan - July (up to four

birds) and at RSPB Conwy but no evidence ofbreeding.

JFMAMJJASOND
CR68 872254536

SCAUP (Aythya marila)
now GREATERSCAaP
Regular winter visitor. Amber List [BR, SPECJ

HWADDNBLNDDU

Present off Rhyl [MSW]: December, January (max. count = 20); 3m + lf ofr
Rhos-on-Sea,24/02.
A single present at POA on 30/09 and I at Shotton Lagoons in October. t4 otr
Llanddulas, Sept. (ndg).

EIDER (Somateria nollisima)
now COMMON EIDER
Uncommon marine winter visitor. Amber List IWLJ

HIYYADEN I.-WYI'HRLU

A pair on Conwy estuary adjacent to RSPB Conwy on 25105.

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemali$
Uncommon winter v is itor

HIWADDN GYNNFON HIR

tl atPOA,6112.
RSPB Conwy: one on the river offGlan Conwy on 20-21October, Visible fronn

reserve at low water feeding in the main tidal creek - first record for the reserve.

COMMON SCOTER (Melanitta nigra) MoII-HWYADIiNDDLI

now BLACK SCOTER
llinter visitor, Red list [BD, BR, WLJ BCCC
Often in very large numbers offshore between Colwyn Bay and Rhyl
Max. counts: at Pensarn Beach, 1200 on 3ll01; 100+ reported off Llanddulas,Sll2;
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40 offRhyl Splash Point on 3/03. Present near Rhyl [MSW]: Jan - February and Aug
- Dec. (maximum monthly count = 200).
Smaller numbers offishore at Gronant and POA through the year. Maximum counts
were: 18 at POA on 17104 and22105;21 flew W past Gronant, 21107;40 at pOA on
3/10, OMR: a single female, presumably ill, in main gutter, HT,17l.O2.

VELVET SCOTER (Melanittafusca) MonHwyADtiNyGoGr.EDD
Uncommon winter visitor. Amber List [WL, S?ECJ

5 offLlanddulas,2l0l;6 ibidem,2ll0l and 5 on 6112 (all t)

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
now COMMON GOLDENEYE
IItidespread winter visitor. Amber List [BR, WLJ

RED-BREA$TED MERGANSER (Mergus seruator)
Rare breeding resident and winter yisitor in smqll numbers

Inland: sightings at about ten sites this year.
Coastal: several sightings (max.: l0 at Kinmel Bay Beach, 3ll0l; 12 at the Marine
Lake, Rhyl on 5/12). Dee Estuary; CQR: max of 3 recorded on 24112 and 2 in Jan,
Feb., March and October. BB: 2 birds at LT on l/ll. Shotton lagoons: 6 were
recorded in February and 3 in November.

JFMAMJJASOND
cR 3 4' s 7 t 2 3 2

HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR

HWADEN I,'RONGOCH

Regular at Marine Lake, Rhyl in November and December where max. count}} (7m,
13fl on 2llll and 5m+l5f on 2112. present off-shore at Rhyl IMSV{ where max
count 7 in February; Towyn Beach where reached max. of6 on 3ll01 and pensarn
Beach where up to two pairs on 14103).
Dee Estuary:3 passing W, Gronant, 22107. BB: few in second winter period with a
peak of 8 on l2ll0 but up to 31 at Walwen in February. CeR/OMR: poorly recorded
this year with only one record, October 9. pOA as in table. feakiounifor pOA:
25/ I 0.

JT'MAMJJASOND
POA 5

CR 13

3921 11t2486
l0 34 15 t2l2 30410
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GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser) HTvYADENDDANHEDT)oG

Breeding resident and winter visitor

Reported at LIyn Brenig, Llyr He1yS, Erddig, Sutton Green (SJ 405485)' Hanmer

and Pwllglas, Ruthin [siizossoj-*ith '*tttsful 
breeding on the Dee in the

Llangollen-8..*yn ur.u uid along iht Ri'"" Clwyd and Elwy (SJ 031761-026776)'

Dee Estuary Reserves:gt: 'i'gtti 
recorded onZgiOg and 30/l I offFlint Point at low

tide.
RSPB Conwy: only one record - an unusually long-staying bird' lll02 - 19104'

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyuraiamaicensis) HIwADLNGo(:H

Rare breedlng resident

Relatively few records received" seen at LPJ' Pentre Maw Park' Abergele'

'Tommy's Wood Pool', soitut (SJ 354530)' Hanmer and Shotton Lagoons' Bred at

Erddig. 6 Pairs bred at RSPB ConwY'

JFMAMJJASOND
cR25'l 666108s5s4

RED KITE (Milvus milvus) UARCUI)

Occasional vlsitor. Red list [HD, BR]

Five reports of single birds: nr Glyndyfrdwy (SJ 150425)' .Ju.n:; y Acrefair (SJ

274432),July; Llanfair-ialhaiarn (sH 
-sZszd:)i'Zqlol; 

at AIed Isaf Reservoir (SH

913595), 11/09; nr WF,26109'

A German wing+aggei bird released in S' Scotland in 1998' spent much of winter

until Whit Bank holiiay, in n"f in area (per A'V'Cross' project officer' Welsh Kite

Trust via lan Evans)

MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus) uoDvGWrRNt

NOW E(IRASIAN MARSH HARRIER

Very scarce passqge migrant. Red list [HD' BR']

Unusual records for our area; f ot imm at CQR' 7/08' RSPB Conwy: the only

record involved a/on 18/05'

HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus) RoD'ttNtvLN

Scarce breeding species and winter visitor' Red list [HD' SPEC]

lst adult rr of spring on RM, l7l03 and "ring-tails" present there in autumn and at

least uP to December,
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Other re_c.ords: a ring-tail seen NW edge of Betws_yn-R.hos (SH 9073),6/07; a juv
seen at Llyn Brenig in August and September; a m seen at Aled Isaf Reservoir (SH913595), I l/09; a/flushed by scramblers, towards Blaen_cwm-llawenog, above GlynCeiriog (SJ 205385), 12109; l/at Alwen Reservoir,25lll, One record at RSpB
Conwy: a m on3l0l,
Breedin_g result: pair laid 6 eggs and fledged 6 young; possibly highest number ofyoung fledged in Wales (location withheld).

GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
now NORTHERN GOSHAWK
Rare breeding resident

BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)
now COMMON BUZZARD

2 singles and a pr at total of3 sites round RM but no signs ofbreeding there.
Other sightinss (aD singles): I at pont y Dd6l (SHIq8SZZS) airt,irUirg flock ofFieldfare, 20102; a probable at Nantyr Forest, Glyn Ceiriog fSj ZOSitSl, 10104; I atNercwys, 22107; I nr Llyn Brenig, 2,0/ll; a m on ll07 at nEfn Corwy.

SPARROWH LWK (Accipiter nisus) GWAt"cH GLAS
now EURASIAN S PARROWHAWK
Co.mmon and widespread breeding resident with many reports. Increasingly seen intu'ban areas and suburban gardens.

Some of the most notable records include; n killed a / blackbird, g_30 am in aPll,y"y_Vn back garden and spent 45 minutes plucking"anJ.utirg'it, 2212; a nestwith.chicks at Pant eu1ry, Gresford, 25106; a cock seei starting ii .ut u still aliveFeral Pigeon, pCR, Bl05; a hen beside AS, l7/0g, on W outskirts of Llangollen,holding a juv jackdaw, which it released u, obr..u., walked past 4 metres away! Abird (possibly injured) perched on one leg for several hours on a bird_bath in aWrexham garden before jumping offand thin hunting on foot in u frrag..

GTTALCH MAR'IH

BWNCAI'H

Common and widespread breeding resident. Llsually associated with upland oreascut qppeqrs to be extending its inge There are many sightings,from urban andsuburban areqs with well31e1 
1O.O 

itgWngs by lVrexham Ainioiin"o from theirqrea and un odditional c30 sightingslroiUita tnrough the year,
Sightings ofJive or more: 5 ovir Deabigh stretch 

"f 
n. 6f*yA"Z:l0l; g together overDolwen Reservoir, 20102;6 o.ver Cefir_yr-Ogo[ SE of Llanidular; S'orr. Wrexham,12103; six birds soaring over pantymwyn 

, qlOq.'
In 16 teritories on RIWHp sluff 

1ea, only I pr possibly not breeding. Of 12 nests.nspected at egg stage, olly 5 had 3 eggs,-wit'h.mean clutch of 2.42;meanfledged
rrood size : 1.4 (n = 15, inc. 4 completi failures).
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ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo lagopus)
Very rare winter visitor

BOD BACSIOG

Only one (unconfirmed) sighting of this rare bird: tl reported near Abergele,22lll

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) GWALCH y pyscoD

Rare spring and autumn pqssoge migrant, Red Llst [HD, BR, SPECJ

KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus) crlDyLL cocH
nowCOMMON KESTREL
Locally common breeding resident. Amber List [BDM, SPECJ
Especially noticeable on our few "molorway" verges,

Recorded at oyer q dozen sites. Maximum numbers: 6 in the air together at Cilcain
Moors (SJ 1664) on l/08 and six in August at Llyn Brenig. A pair probably bred in
CQR switching station.
Variable success at the RIWHP study area: 5 upland nests inspected at egg stage -

mean clutch size 4.8, (lower than 1998) and in 6 upland nests, mean fledged brood
was 4.3,

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) crlDyt,L UACH

Scarce breeding resident qnd winter visitor, IMSW] Red List [HD] BCCC
Records from a dozen areas included the following unusual sightings: I chasing
Starling over Gresford, 8/10; I over Burton (Rossett) harassed by Jackdaws, 24lll;1
failed to take Pied Wagtail on ice-puddle in middle of field, nr R. Clwyd near
Denbigh,2Sl12.
2 "tree-nesting" Merlins produced 4 + 5 fledged young respectively (location
withheld ). A pair nested successfully at Llandegla, raising 3 m and I / (all ring
tagged). A pair bred and raised one young in Clwydian Hills (location withheld),
Dee Estuary: POA: singles seen fairly frequently during both winter periods, with
two birds on 3/01 and 9ll L BB: a single at Flint foreshore, 27ll l. OMR: only one
record this year - a single on2102. (Both reserves probably under-recorded.)
RSPB Conwy: singles on 17104; a juv perched on entrance gate on 27107; 13112.

HOBBY (Falco subbuteo) HtiBoGyRr,HDDyDD

now EURASIAN HOBBY
Uncommon passoge migrant and occasionql scarce breeding species
I overPrestatyn,2105;l atGwaenysgor(SJ075812),7105; I on6/06atFenn'sMoss,
3 on 24/07; 8 sightings on ground E of RM, early June to early August but no
evidence of breeding; I passing over Burton, Rossett, mobbed by hirundines, 29108.
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1 at TMR, 5103; I at PCR, 14-19104, seen taking fish.
RSPB Conwy: singles recorded migrating north on 17104,24104 and 25105.



PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus) HIRIGT,RAMIR
now PEREGRINE FALCON
Relatively successful resident breeding species but subject to human predation so as
with other lqptor records discretionary recording/reporting is undertaken. Amber
List [SPECJ

Inland: reports from eleven areas, [Jnusual sightings: a Tufted Duck evaded capture
by diving under water, Dolwen Reservoir, 2l0l; a pair soaring together at NEWI,
Wxm, 17102; excellent sighting of a family group (2 ad + 4 young), 15- l g/06, in
Coedpoeth area where food delivered to/and then passed to fully fledged young.
RM: another poor breeding season, with one of 8 sites unoccupied, mean clutch size
3,3, mean fledged brood 1.3 (inc. 4 complete failures),

Coastal: single birds seen at Gronant, Mostyn, pOA, pentre Mawr, R. Clwyd nr
Rhyl, Rhos Point through the year and one mobbing aBuzzard at Rhyd-y-Foel, nr
Llanddulas, 12106.

Dee Estuary Reserves: POA: l-2 regular all months except May and June. ll
records involving at least 3 individuals, January to May (f). Three birds (ad + 2
imms) seen on l1109. BB: singles at Flint marsh, 12102 and offFlint point, l7lll.
Probably under-recorded, OMR: singles present on 4103,27104,27/Og and 26111,
CQR: a pair raised two young from nest in pylon.
RSPB Conwy: l-2 recorded through year. Fseen taking moorhen nr VC on 10/12.

RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus) GRUGTAT:

now \|/ILLOW PTARMIGAN
Breeding resident on heather moors. probabty declining

Ruabon Moors: first "broody droppings,, of season, indicating start of incubation,
surprisingly late, May L Annual max autumn transect count on 22-year old route
was higher than 1998 or 1997, and a combined total for 3 transect routes was
higher than for 1998, but third lowest slnce 1994 when first counted.
Lly,n Brenig: seen in small numbers from March to November; max. 6 in August.

BLACK GROUSE (Te*ao tetrix) GRUG;AI?DDU

Scarce breeding resident, Red List [BD, HD, S\ECJ BCCC

Ruabon Moorsl good total of lekking z in spring but a second poor breeding season
in succession, with numbers of z apparently down in autumn.
John Lawton Roberts appends this warning to his studies of the Ruabon Moor area:
Lek sites of thiq sensilive aBd endansered snecies should not be. vislted. One
over-publicised lek is receiving much disturbance from bird-watchers, who walk
out into the moor and flush the birds, rather than watching from the road
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through telescopes!

On a wider front, a Black Grouse Project is currently underway (June 1999 - March
20A2) for Llandegla Forest and Moor as well as the adjacent Ruabon Moor which
together hold one-third of the Welsh population of Black Grouse. The figures in the
table reveal a rising trend but should be treated with cautious optimism: they may
simply reflect increased observer effbrt as well as habitat alteration fsee also article
by Ron Plummerf.
Other sightings: I from Nilig Bridge, Clocaenog, l2l1l.

1997

2l

1998
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1999

54Lekking n in
Llandegla & RM

Lekking n in Wales 108 143 151

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa) zErNSEN GoESGocH

Rare breeding resident though large numbers bred and released in moorland areas

for shooting

Several sigJttings, mainly in Ruabon Moors area. Largest number: cl60 nr Tainant,
16109.

GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix) pErRtsIiN

Scqrce breeding resident. Red List [BD, SPECJ BCCC

4 breeding territories were located on Shotwick fields and 5 breeding territories
were located at Sealand/Sandycroft (Welsh Development Area Surveys). Only a

few other records received: a pair at Rhosberse Road, Coedpoeth,28104; I flew across

road, nr Kinmel Bay, l/05; 2 atBryn Arddyn, nr Glyn Ceiriog (SJ 205385), 11106;1

or more in fields, N of Cilcain,2Slll and reported via BBS species count in square
SJ 0165. A covey of 13 was flushed from a potato field on the Flintshire/Cheshire
boundary, adjacent to IMF, 11/10.

QUAIL (Coturnlx coturnlx) sorLIAR

nowCOMMON QaAIL
Passage mlgrant and possibly scarce breeding summer visitor.Red List IHD, SPEC]
Only two sites: fheard, Bodelwyddan, Denbighshire (SJ 004755), 17105,24106 and
14107. I on Denbigh Moors (unusual habitat?),4107.
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PHEASANT (Phasyanus colchicus) F1;ESANT
NOW COMMON PHEASANT
Locally common breeding re,sident, especially near v,ooded and hilly areqs wherebreeding pens are used iy shootiig;;;;;;;,

Reported from across the county.

**?"Yr1*"ERST,S PHEASANT (C hrys o lop hus am herst iae) TFESANT y F*NESTG

Introduced breeding resident; aferal popularlon was established at Halkyn, nearHolywell, but no records *rrr rirriuiafii--iooo.

WATER RAIL (Railus aquoticus) RHEGENIDWIScarce winter visitor and possible breeding resident. Amber List [BDMJ
Observed at only a fewsites: I at pentre MuTl?r! 

fbergele, 2102; tbriefly at LpJ,17/03,not observed subsequently; t-Z aieHp (l at Llawndy Fm,16/02;2 in coastfields, 30/04) (t); t heard'at clyn L*, 
";;iold reservoiri,sn'iiljzrl ,8t06;2 at

ffiT?l,o;Tl,iH::ffi ',i;trf #J"i'r.f 
*conwv:.,,d;;;;;spresentduring

CORNCRAKE (Crex crex)
Rare summer viritiri, poriog, migrant. R"d Lirt tuD:n;;ffY;,,orrur1
A single bird near AS2S,4 miles south of Ruthin, Denbighshirq l0l05 (tbc).

MOO-RHEN (Gallinula chloropus) uRDDWRnow COMMON MOORHEN
Locally cotnmon breeding resident

Reported from only nine main areas.
Dee Estuary: BFIpI: I l.breeding territories (0_g in 1992_S);OMR: the only recordinvolved 3 birds at hish.tide on Zitt,, CaR |resent through year. A pair nested inthe Ash poot and raised I juveniie. iirr"jri,iroial Site: G;i;;;r;i3 in Junrury,

f};l;;.t.*"ons; 
peak.ourt 3+ i, N";;;;3 nests each with e eggs in May; all

RSPB Conwy: 5 pairs bred. The figures for the total reserve are given in the table.
JFMAMJJASOND

cR9t6ts7n515l8151358
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COOT (Fulica atra)
now COMMON COOT
Locally common breeding resident and winter visitor

CW'ITAR

Recorded through the year from eleven main sites.

Maximum numbers: 106 at FIS, 03101; 104 at Llyn Helyg on 03/01; 100 at Dolwen.
I l/09; 90 recorded at 'Tommy's Wood Pool' (SJ 354530) on 22110 when nearbl'
Gresford Flash "deserted"; 5l at PMPA, 22109 and 169 at RSPB Conwy in Jull'.
Present through year at CQR where max. of 30 adults on 21102; at least 4 pairs bred

on the Ash Pool. 12 breeding territories at BIIP$ (0-11 during 1992-98), RSPB
Conwy: c40 pairs bred. The table gives figures for the total reserve.

JFMAMJJASOND
cR 52 77 80 30 2s 4t 169 150 ll8 80 50 4

OYSTDRCATCHER (Haematopusostalegus) ploDENyMoR

Now EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER
Scarce breeding resident and abundant winter visitor. Amber List IIYI, WL] [MSII']

Large numbers on coast: (maxima of 8340 at POA; 6000 at OMR; 3609 at BB) and

smaller numbers inland: present for six months (March - August) at Llyn Brenig
(max. 2 + 2 juvs in June); I nr SPJ, 30104;2 at PCR, 1 June; 2 at Pendinas Reservoir.
Confirned breeding at Rhyl Marine Lake (pair nesting on island, 27105), Llrrr
Brenig, OMR, POA. Attempted breeding at BHP$ where 2 territories (0-4 in 1992-8)
plus 2 additional territories on colliery spoil area (1 failed; other unknown) plus I
territory on shingle at Gronant (outcome unknown).
Unusual sighting: an all-white bird with a few grey feathers (presumably partial
albino), POA, seen frequently in the main flock.
Dee Estuary: POA: two pairs nested and raised two young. RSPB monthly maxima
are given in the table. Peak counts for BB (at low tide) were 1820 'loafing' off
Greenfield Dock on 28110,3609 on l/11 and 1590 on 18/12. Peak count ofbirds
feeding across Flint sands was 280 on 24105. OMR/CQR: three pairs nested on the
main marsh and a pair attempted to nest on the near-by fly-ash lagoon island.
Outcomes unknown. OMR Peak count dates were on May 16, September 12 and
October 9. POA: 27/08, 30/09 and 24/1 1. Shotton lagoons: a pair has nested for the
last three years; I young raised this year. RSPB Conwy: 3 pairs bred.

LITTLE RINGEDPLOVER (Charadrius dubius) cwrlADrot?cHocBACH

now LITTLE PLOWR
Rare summer visitor and passage migrant. Scarce scattered breeding.
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2s00 6795 8340 3755 6030 3216

412 250 185 100 700 100

Confirmed breeding at Fagl Lane Quarry, Hope: 2 chicks with adult, 12 June. 2 prs
at Borras Quarry (SJ 365535), 10 June; a single bird at CeR, 13106 and one at Cefir
Mawr Quarry above Loggerheads, on 16 June. A pair ,,acting as if with', chicks, nr
Old Firestone Factory, WIE, 2 July (pr with chicks seen nr here last year), pair
present near Border Pool, IMF, but no evidence of successful nesting. B[Ip[: I flew
over, 30/03; I present 24104; 1 on colliery spoil area, 6/06.
RSPB Conwy: no confirmed breeding but one pair present in breeding season. M
returned on 13104 (2 weeks late). Last spring sighting, 5/06. 3 javs recorded on
28-31107,3108, 12108 (suspected breeding on Llandudno Junction Industrial park).

RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula) cw,t,rADroRCHoG
Breeding resident in small numbers and passage migrant. Amber List [WIJ

Coqstal: Good numbers reported from pOA (see table) where max. of 415 reached
on26108. Other areas:45 at Gronant Beach on 5/01 and 20 ibtdem on20107;36 at
Kinmel Bay Beach, l4ll0; 26 at HT at OMR, l2l10 ; 20+ at Horton,s Nose, off Rhyl
Beach, 9lll; a peak of 20 on26109 at BB (Flint point) and 2 at Walwen saltmarsir,
16105;8 at Pensarn Beach,3ll01 (t only on 6/10); singles only at CeR(3/01 and
13106), Rhyl-Prestatyn Prom,7105 and Rhyl Harbow,2ll2, Three pairs nested at
POA with two well grown chick$ seen. A further three pairs pr.sent on adjacent
colliery site, 2 breeding territories at BHpf (0-4 during 1gg2-gS). RSpB Conwy: no
breeding records.
Inland:2 atLlyn Brenig, 7 August.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 20 28 29 46 6 lto 46 415 13 48 t2t 27

cR - I - 4 5 6 I 10 ll I

KENTISHPLOVER (Charadriusalexandrinus) cwrrADCAtNr
Scarce vagrant

tOne record: a single was seen fiom the hide at pOA on li-l7l01 (tbc\
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GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria) cw'ilADAItR

now EUROPEAN GOLDEN PLOVER
Scarce breeding resident qnd winter visitor. Amber List [lltlJ

Sadly, few sightings, small numbers and no confirmed breeding:3 at Rhyl Marine

Lake on 3l0l;16 present at BHP$ on 12102; unusual sightings for RM: 1 on 14103, a

pair possibly breeding and 3 autumn sightings in Oct'; I at Aled Isaf on 10/10;4 on

if. Ci*ya, nr Rhuddlan,2Sll0; 1 only at OMR on 9/10 and only I among large

numbers of other estuarine birds, POA, l1110. One at RSPB Conwy on 10/07, 3 on

27109 and I on 30/09.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 1 12121

AMERICANGOLDENPLOVER (Pluvialisdominica) coRcwrtADAUR

A scarce occctsional vagrqnt

A sighting of one (or PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis fult'a) flying west

with 5 Grey Plover, POA, 2/10 (tbc; not specifically identified)'

GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola) cwrtADlurn)

l{inter visitor and passage migrant. Amber List [WI, WLJ

Maximum numbers: peak count of 102 at POA on 17102 and 99 on 10i 12; c100,

Gronant,22l12.
Dee Estuary Reserves: only one record at BB ' 4 on rising tide at Flint foreshorg

13/12, OMR: two records ' 4 on7l}l and 5 on 23lll. POA: see table' Peak count:

t0/t2.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA4} 49 20 2 3 94 36 99

LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus) cokNCHWtGLEN

now NORTHERN LAPWING
Breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List [WI]

Reported fiom many areas across the vice-counties'

Iniand: Maximum number seen, 70 at Ruabon. fuound SPJ, 17+ on 18/02 inc.

several birds "scraping",23 on 3/03, 10+ incubating/brooding on 30i04 and 9 sitting

on 14105. Three pairi on the last breeding site on RM. Other confirmed breeding
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areas: along R. Clwyd, near Denbigh where 33 inc. cl6 young; near Bwlchgwyn (SJ
256542), Mold (SJ 235626), Nercwys (St 236617), Northop Hall (SJ 278681) where
3 pairs and along the Dee flood-plain (see below). present in likely breeding areas in
May at Plas Teg and R. Alyn nr Mold (ndg) and possible breeding in cereal fields nr
Sontley nr Erddig where several pairs displaying and up to 30 displaying at Delph,
Cefil, (22104, 13/05) where'tsually breeds""
Coqstah Maximum numbers: at Clwyd estuary, 1500 on l3l11; Rhyl Marine Lake:
1000+ on 9ll2 and 26112; 1000 at CQR, t3fit; 540 at OMR on 24fi2; 367 at
Greenfield Fields, l0/12.
Dee Estuary: BB: regular presence at Flint. peak counts: 175 on 15102 and,l54 on
23lll. 367 at Greenfield on l0ll2. CQR: large flocks present through winter months
with a maximum of 1000 on 13111, IMF: the figures tabulated are rnonthly maxima
for the whole reserve and arable fields. There was a continued increase in nesting,
with 55 pairs nesting in Flintshirel l8 pairs on the adjacent arable fields, l5 pairs on
Shotwick Fields and 22pairs Sealand MOD Ranges. A further 193+ breeding pairs
were located at 22 sites on the Dee flood-plain, from Shotton south to Bangor-on-
Dee (RSPB survey). IRSPB Reserves monthly maxima are tabulated, peak count
dates: OMR on September l2 and December 24; pOA: 2S/10,J Shotton lagoons:
only one pair remained to nest, raising four young.
RSPB Conwy: a further decline to 9 breeding pairs fledging 7 chicks.

J
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IMF 2000

CR 2IO
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1300 47
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60 52
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82

r300 2500

60 l13

S
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o
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50

KNOT (Calidris canutus) zTBnDDIRABER
now RED KNOT
Passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List [tilL, WL, S?ECJ
Dee Estuary Reserves: POA: good numbers recorded (see table) with highest totals
present and passing through occurring on l7 102 and 4103 , BB: recorded on four dates
in the second winter period only - 5 on27109,20 on 12110,200 on 23fi1 and2A2 on
13112. All records from Flint. OMR: maximum number recorded was 300 on24lll.
In addition, 400+ recorded at Gronant beach on 3ll01.
RSPB Conwy: one on 5-8/05 and one on 4/06. Autumn passage began with I on 9/0g
and 1-2 through autumn until 2 onZll}. Last one on 3/11.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA 720 1685 590 t 20 - I 80 300 90 90 305
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Seen in variable flocks along the coast in spring and autumn/winter, sometimes with
other waders. Largest flock sizes: 300 at Gronant beach on l0/1 I and 159 at POA on

24112 (exceptional - see table). BB: one at low tide on 25101. RSPB Conwy: I on

3105,3 on l4105, I on 28/05.

JFMAMJJASOND
POA67 I 5 - 8 19 3 t7 20 26 33 159

SANDERLING (Calidris alba)
Passage migrant and winter visitor

RED-NECKED STINT (Calidris ruJicollis)
Rare vagrant

PECTORAL SANDPIPER (Calldris melanotos)

Scarce vagrant

PURPLE SANDPIPER (Calidris maritima)
llinter visitor in small numbers. Amber List [BR, Il4J

40

PIBYDD Y T'YWOD

P(BYDD YDDIIGOCH

PIRYDD CAIN

PIBYDD DU

1 feeding with Dunlin near POA hide, l6105 (subnitted to BBRQ.

LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta) PIBYDD BACH

Very scarce pqssage migrant; usually found in small numbers on autumn passage

Only three records:a single at POA on27108;2 at Gronant Beach, 26109;1at Pen'

tre Mawr, Abergele; next day plus RSPB Conwy: a poor autumn, 2 on23'26108,1
on l1109, 4 on 12109, I on 14-28109.

t Jut by R. Clwyd, Denbighshire, 3/l 0.

RSPB Conwy: a juv in front of the Benarth hide, 8-15/09. A secondTzv over HT in
front of VC, 2/10. Both arrived in strong SW gales. these are the third andfourth
reserve records following on adult on 9- I 2/08/96 and a iuv on I I /09/98.)

CURLEWSANDPIPER (Calidrisferruginea) PIBYDDCAMBTG

Scarce autumn passage migrant

Dee Estuary Resentes: POA: recorded on four dates in August - singles on 3rd and

16th;24 on26l08 and27 on27108 - and 10+ on 1/09 and7l09. 3 birds in HT roost

at OM& 26109.

RSPB Conwy: up to four javs recorded during autumn. 2 on 23108 then nearly daily
records until I on 3110. 4 present on 3-4/09 with other sightings of l-3 birds.

I



Only three records: I at Towyn Breakwater, 30101;2 at Rhos-on-Sea, 5/03 and an-
other there on 14lll, flying with Turnstone.

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina) pByDDyMAtw
Passage migrant and common winter visilor. Amber List [WI, WL, S4ECJ
The Dee Estuary ls an internationally important site for wintering Ouilin though
birds arefound throughout the year.

Almost entirely coastal: (except for an unconfirmed report of I in May at Llyn
Brenig) maximum counts were 3500 at Gronant Beach on 5101;2550 atpOA,lTld2;
2270 at OM& 23ll I and 1000 at BB on 17102 and at Gronant Beach, 10/l l.
Dee Estuary: BB: all records from Flint foreshore. Regular through winter. First
winter period: peak of 1000 on filA2 at HT. Second period: peak of 500 on lgll} at
LT. OMR and POA monthly maxima are given in the table. peak count dates:
OMR, 3/01 and 23/l l. Highest "throughput" count at pOA (locks passing through)
was on 17/02 (BHPil"

S

800+

28

l0

BUFF-BR.EASTED SANDPIPER (Tryngites subruJicollis) prByDD BRINLLwD
Rare vagrant

IMF: a single bird found feeding on a strip of dried mud at the back of the Hide pool
(Cheshire) at 15.35 hours on 4/08 and commuted between here and the Border pool,
Flintshire (tbc),

RUFF (Philomachus pugnax) pByDDroRCHoG

Scarce passage migrant. Amber List [BR, WLJ

Single birds at POA on 31107 (a fi and llth, Z4th, Z7th, 3}thng and l/10. Also
present at RSPB Conwy: I adult on 12107, ajuv on 22109, 3 juvs on 23109, I juv on
24-25t08.

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus) GTACHFACH

Scarce migrant andwinter visitor. Amber List tSpECl

2 on 7l0l at Cronant reed-bed and I at OMR on 26lll. An exceptional record of 30
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at Gronant, in marshy pool, 5/12. Singles at RSPB Conwy on 11102 and23102.

SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago) GIACHGvFFREDIN

nowCOMMONSNIPE
Rare breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List IBDM]

Inland: reported in small numbers near Alltami (SJ 266661), at Llyn Brenig, Burton
nr Rossett, R, Clwyd nr Rhuddlan (with a maximum of 11 on 28110), near Nercwys
Mountain (SJ 224572), Ruabon (max, 7+ at SLJ on 2lll2).
Coastal: Regular at Gronant Marsh in autumn and winter, often in large numbers:

last of first winter period, 132 on 31/03; first of second period on 25109;max:150.
Also at POA, max. 56 on 4/01 (see table), 2 sightings of single birds only at CQR,

24112 and I at Shotton Lagoons in April. Highest BHPI count was at night at

Warren Farm with 69 on 3ll01.

JFM
POA 56 26 16

CR866

AMJJA
-2

2198

s

t2

t3

D

36

l0

ON
5

2

30 24

6

WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola) cYr;r,'vt.oc

now EURASIAN WOODCOCK
Scarce breeding resident qnd winter visitor. Amber List IBDM, SPECJ

Small numbers reported from eight main areas. Main counts: 6-8 roding at Nercwys,
20105 ;4 nr Penymynydd, Dobshill,4107.

BLACK-TAILEDGODWIT (Limosalimosa) RHosroGGvNrp'oNDDrl

Passage migrant. Principally a winter visitor but increasingly found through the
year. Red List [HD, BR, WL, SPEC]
The Dee Estuary is an internationally important site for this species,

Recorded al R. Clwyd estuary (l on l/08), PMPA, (2 on 27109);20 at Border Pool,
lMF,24111; BB (maximum 1ll0 on 17111) and Oakenholt Marshes (max, 1300 on

28111) plus RSPB Conwy (max.27 for the whole reserve).
Dee Estuary monthly maxima are given in the table. OMR/CQR: regularly recorded

at levels of international importance. IMF: the tabulated figures are for the whole
reserve. Here there was a spring passage peak of 1360 on 24104 (at least three

different colour-ringed birds were recorded - ringed on the Wash). For the twelfth
successive year there was a summering flock - during late evening the summering
birds flight out to the estuary (Connah's Quay/Flint) to feed/roost and return early
morning. Passage noted during September with a max. of 5 I 5 on 27109, Peak count
dates were: (BB) l7/ll offFlint Point at low tide before estuarine dispersal in
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@WJFMAMJJASOND
BB 400 400 255 - 56 890 1110 605

PoA 40 
- 3 102 900 1300 400

l_2718-87
rMF 235 100 280 t360 700 344 70 45 sls 150 350 600cRl_-3271510g211

December and January; @MR) October 9 and November 2g; (pOA) Novenber 29.

BAR-TAILEDGODWIT (Limosalapponica) 
nHosroGGyNFFoNttutT.HPassage migrant and winter visitor. ,qii,i'iist [tW, WL, S\ECJ

An infrequent vrinter ui:,!_ol recorded in only a few areas but yvith some unusualligures emerging /'rom loA frri,rii1."'i'rharkabte heavy nrovement at pOA on4l0l with a rotal of 680 passing til;;'illg the day, including a peak count of335. (pOA peak counts were on q/Ol aid 30/09.) Only afew orher-records received;300 moved w ofrshore,-4 t01 and l-3 ;; ;iljn Feb"anj Mr;il;;nHr*, 2 onty atHT, RSpB oMR, 7/01; 2-on G^ronant u.r.ii'iiior; u ringi"uirlin;;lr, LT, t0t03;and RSPB Conwy (max. 7 in Srptemie.l:" 
" "

J

POA 33s

CR

2

F

3

I

MM

3

A

3

J
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I

J ASON
89 440 200 2

176_

D
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WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus) 
coEGyLFrNrRPassage mlgrant and summer visitor, Red List [BLJ

All records bar one t2 seenJlying N_at Rhyl promenade, 6/05] come from the DeeEstuary marshes Gerween rOe iilcOriii"a RSpB Conwy.Dee Estuary: ptje: first record, s oi i'a/oq; l-3 birds rlcorded regutarly May_September, with t6 on t7/05, A i"-Zt)Oii"a B :n 27/08, peak count 44 on 3/05.Last record: a single on !!!t. as, ,h. ili.rrurning. birJ 
"f 

n" V... *s a single onthe marsh at Bagiltt on 30/04. an ;;;;t;ffig bird was recordld at Flint Castle on3/01 and on Frint foreshore 
"n 

Ai;: offi"r6 r, i";;;;rs;ear hide, Aprir27; l-3 present in May; a single ui lffloou,.26 Seprember. CeR: present onmigration in May and on returnln autumn. ilu*,rrr, 6 on 16/05.RSPB Conwy: I on20104 tfren .maiin;U"r* ,"rora.a on spring passage with max.of l0 on 10/05, last on 6/05. Artr;;;sage: I on 9/07 wiih smail numbersrecorded until I on 26/09 (max.6 ,; ;70;):iir unusually late record ofl on 8/l l.
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CURLE\ry (Numenius arquata) GnLFINTR

now EURASIAN CURLEW
Breeding resident, passqge migrant and winter visitor. Amber List [BI, WI, S?ECJ
The Dee Estuary is an internationally important site

Found inland (in breeding areas) in only small numbers (maximum, 2 at Llyn
Brenig). Found in large numbers in coastql localities with a maximum of 2500+ at
POA.
Dee Estuary: BB: notable counts included 468 off the Panton Cop (SJ 235746) atLT
on 10/03. Peak counts on BB included 248 on 29109 and 140 on 1/11. Recorded
through the year at CQR where a maximum of 138 was recorded between Flint and
CQ on l3l1 l, RSPB Dee Estuary (OMR & POA) and RSPB Conwy monthly maxima
are given in the table. Peqk count dates: February 12 (OMR) and 28/08(POA),

OMR

POA

CR

474

l0l

o

4

760

r50

N

l0

1070

100

139

l13

J FM
74 66

731 890

120 50

AMJ
ll

698 86 2t8

6l 15 180

JAS
-14t2

1695 2s00 1297

450 674 518

D

SPOTTEDREDSHANK (fringaerythropus) ptByDDCoESGocHMANNIG

Passage mlgrant and scarce overutintering visitor
The Dee Esluary is of national importancefor this species but the lilelshfigures ap-
pear to be rather low.
Dee Estuary: POA: singles on l9l01, 3102, 18-19107 and two on I l/08. 2 juvs there
on 13/08. BB: the only records were a single at Flint sandbanks on 10/09 and two on
27109, Singles recorded regularly at BHPf, January-March. OMR monthly maxima
are given in the table. CQR.' observed in January & February and August to
December on the bunded pools. A maximum of 16 recorded on l8/09.
RSPB Conwy: 2 birds present January-February with I remaining until 3/03. Juv on
17108,2 juvs on2ll08 until l0/09 then 37avs 17-19109,2 remaining until2/10 and
one staying to winter.

JFMAMJJASOND
oMRt-688-

REDSHANK (Tringa totanus) ptByDDcoDSGocH

nowCOMMON REDSHANK
Possible breeding resident and common winter visitor.. Amber List [lW, S?ECJ
The Dee Estuary is of international importance for this species
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Found along the coast in uuyin, numbers (maximum counts: 200 at MLR, 2/01;200on R. Clwyd, 25/tt: 150 onituraarlu. g. iri, Zanzlratong the Dee (1550, OMR on26/09) and occasionaily inland (LIy;;;i, ,u**".;.
Dee Estuary Reserves: No U."eaing ;;;ffi; on the Welsh side of the Dee estuary.BB: peak count durins.nylwinler ieril; 192 roosring at HT at Flint on t9l02.761 presenr on l0/09 

"nigltirg 
t#CjMR orl rfin, sandbanks on ebbing tide. 630present, t2/10, on Flint foreshore, Numbers dropped i, D;;;br.ii u p.ut of 275on 18/12. CeR: absent only May ,ra Jrn..- Maximum ,urrUor-r""orded in theautumn when 2000 birds were recorded on ifr"rnuO near the ri.ii-itrOi., Centre onl8/09 and 800 visited the bunded p""i, *'qji0

Dee Estuary monthly maxima ur,i nspg Conrry ,orut, are given in the table. peakcount dates: September 26 (OMR) ,na Uor"^ter 24 (pOA),-a, Con*y, 2 prs bred.

OMR

POA

CR

CR

JFM JJ
- ll0
2 ttz
15 ts6
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ASON
- l5s0 145 350

146 180 30 569

234 501 250 300

PIBYDDCOESWERDD

A

75

238

7

M

6

D

20

117

200
GREENSIIANK (Tringa nebularia)
now COMMON GREENSHANK
Passage migrant. Amber List [BLJ

Inland: single birds u, l|ry B-renig, 2104; R. Clwyd, l3ll l,Coastal:3 at pMpA, tgtog; z"t ptA; irdz *i,h 2-7 iegutarduring August witha peak of ten on Z7t0B and 
.t-Z in S.fiemiura;ingfi ,t ns tFiiri foreshore) on1/03;a single at oMR on 7/0t ra a'ii" tiiog lbotfi Hil r"ji.", 26ll l; CeR:present January-March and August-December. a maximum ,t ie (16 on theBunded pools) on 12109, Alsor, nipni"*,y in small numbers (see table).

JFMAMJJASOND
1l z552

GREEN SANDPIPER gringa ochropus)
Passage migrant and winter v'isiror in ,*rtt numbers

PIBYDD GWYRDD

Several records (all singles) from a few regulal sltes : lin ditch alongside R. Clwydnr Rhuddlan, 4/04;1 on R. Ll*yd, n.u, il;sh, i0)0;;'j;iil.;l,,irrr, I at poAon 30107 and Collierv Lagoons"on lltOfr'f.r-Sh9]ton Lagoons on t6l10; and at
ffJir:i;B: 

where singri 
".n 

on ;;;;;,;tioa, zt-iirctli,n z"jzoe, t on 26t08
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RSPB Conwy: adult flew on to reserve with single Dunlin, 29/04. Eventually settled
on river to south of reserve and seen on lagoons at HT until 3105. AJirst recordfor
Wales os well as the reserve. (Submitted to BBRC).

WOOD SANDPIPER Qringa glareola)
Scarce passage migrant. Amber List [BR, SPEC]

One on 18-19 May at RSPB Conwy

TEREK SANDPIPER (Xenus cinereus)
Rare vagrant

COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)
Passage migrant and breeding visitor

TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres)
now RUDDY TURNSTONE
Winter visitor. Amber List [WIJ IMSW]

PlBYDD Y GRAEAN

P]BYDD TtiRDK

PIRYDD Y DORUN

CWTIAD Y I'RADTH

Several records with some coincidence oJ'dates!
Inland: Present at Llyn Brenig from April to September; max. 3; adult with 2 juvs in
Julyl (lst on 2al0\; two pairs at Rhuddlan (Elwy-Clwyd confluence), 24104; lst
spring record at PCR: I on 24104. Also seen near AWCP ( a pair there on 3 Ma,
and a late single bird at Rhuddlan on 4/08.
Coastal:1-2 present at BHP{ in Spring and at POA from 17104 to mid-August; a

single at BB (Bagillt Marsh) on 30/04 and two on 26109 at Flint Point, A single at
CQR on l5l08 on the Bunded Pools and I at Shotton Lagoons on 19107, I at RSPB
Conwy by 17104, then up to four in spring with 2 on 23108 the last record.

hesent in variable numbers through the year. Maximum counts: cl00 at Rhos-on-
Sea, 5/03; 5 I at Llanddulas Beach, 7/ I I .

Smaller numbers (usually l-3) recorded on the Dee Estuary sites: BB, BHP, OMR
and POA Qteak count on 3 I /08).
RSPB Conwy: one on 25-26108 and 2 on 31/08.

JFMAMJJASOND
POAs53l-1210 l--2

POMARINE SKUA (Stercorarius pomarinus) sGrwDN FRE:H

Uncommon passqge migrant
tl, offshore, POA, Flintshire,22105 and 9 in December (ndg). An adult/3rd winter
plumaged bird ibidem,3/10 (tbc).
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ARCTIC SKUA (Stercorarius parasiticus)
Passage migrant in small numbers

SGIWEN YGOGLDDD

Several reports, all ffihore at POA: f I on 4/06 and t3 on20106. Two dark-phase
birds on gth & 16th/08, 1l flying west on 30/09, 10 on 3/10 and7 ibidem, 4112. 114
in December (ndg).

LONG-TAILED SKUA (Stercorarius longicaudus) sGtwDNt,osrFAIN

Scarce passage migrant

A pale-phase juvenile past POA on2ll0 and I adult plus 1 pale-phase juvenile i6i
dem,3ll0 (tbc),

GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius skua)
Uncommon passage migrant, Amber List [BI, BLJ

SGIWEN FAWR

Only twa records: 1 offPrestatyn Beach, 18/07 and I offPOA, 3/10,

MEDITERRANEAN GULL (Larus melanocephalus)
Scarce visitor" Amber List IBRJ

GIWIA N MO]I Y CANOLDIR

Increasingly seen: several records this year

t2 at Gronant,3ll01, including a second-winter bird, Singles seen at Rhos Point,
4104; Pentre Mavvr Park, Abergele, 2102, 21lrc and 4ll1; Llyn Helyg, 19i03; Rhyl
Beach area, 30107 and 1/08 (first summer). Singles recorded on seven dates at POA:
l9l0l, a second-winter bird on 3102, a first-summer bird on 1104, 18107, 31107,2108,
and an adult winter bird on l3l08. The penultimate bird had a white ring on the right
l.g.
RSPB Conwy:2nd winter on2l02;2nd winter + adult on 3rd, Sth and 6th February;
2 ads + 2nd winter on 21102; ad on 22102 I st summer on 20104,

FRANKLIN'S GULL (Larus pipixcan)
Rare vagrant

GWYUN FIUNKLIN

tl adult winter bird alleged at Gronant, 30/01 - stayed for only half-hour

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus)
Scarce passage migrant, Amber List [BR, SPECJ

GWYlllN FI;CHAN

1 at Llanddulas,5l0T;1 flew west past Gronant on2ll07; t6 at POA, on22l07;7 on
four dates in December.
RSPB Conwy: a first-winter bird,21lll - first reserve record.
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BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus)
Common breedlng resident and winter visitor

JFMAM JJA
66 420 461

GWYUN RENDDU

GWYUN FODRWYBIG

SOND
6503050

Inland sightil?9,r.' over 150 at Gresford Flash, Llyn Helyg and SLJ.
Coastal: largest counts:2100 at POA, 12108; 1350 in BHp$ coastal fields, early
March; 800 at Dyserth, 16101;300 at Rhyl-Kinmel Bay prom., 11/10.
Dee Estuary: POA: peak counts included 2100 on l2l08, 835 on 30107 and 503 on
24109. Shotton Pools: resident flock ofup to 40; 12 pairs nested, fledging l6 young.
IMF: for the first time, eight pairs nested on the Border pool. Also al RSPB Conwy
(see table).
Unusual sighting: a ringed headless corpse found at Bryn-y-Grog Resentoir (SJ
348485), Marchwiel on 27/03 camefrom Denmark,

cR 250 800 100 s5 15

RING-BILLED GULL (Larus delawarensis)
Rare American vagranl

cR 281 800 30 I

RSPB Conwy: adult present in afternoon gull roost offsouthern end of reserve,
3ll01 - 6102 - a first for the reserve.

COMMON GULL (Larus canus) GWnnNrGWEUNnDD
now MEllt GULL
Passage migrant and winter visitor. Amber List IS\EC]
Inland:found at various sites; often in small numbers with Btack-headed Gulls.
Inland maxima: regular in late winter along Dee valley between Corwen and
Llangollen in flocks of up to 100; c80 feeding with BH gulls among sheep just E of
Llangollen, 9102; 50 at Llyn Helyg, l9103,
Coastal moxima: a count of 1522 at Warren Farm on l9103 and up to 4000 on coastal
fields (mostly Gronant to Big Pool), (BHp$); 3400 at Gronant beach on 3U0l; an
exceptional flock of 1200 in cold weather movement at Dyserth village, 1610l; c625
at POA on 12108; 400 at Llandulas Beach, east,27/02;100 at Kinmel Bay and Splash
Point, Rhyl, same day. Peak counts at POA inc. 625 on l2l0g, 454 on 3102 and 323
on 17102. Also at RSPB Conwy (see table).

JFMAMJJASOND
610205010s0
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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus) GnILANGEFNDDU LEIAF
Breeding resident and passage migrant. Amber List [BI, BLJ

Inland reports.' seen at AWCP, RM and GF where I l0 on 23112.
Coastal: POA peak counts inc. 104 on 16106 and 158 on 30/09.

JFMAMJJASOND
cR11214292020156511

HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus) cwyr-ANypENWArG
Breeding resident and passage migrant. Amber List TBDMJ

Found on the coast in large numbers (max.: 5000 at Kinmel Bay and Splash point,
Rhyl,27102;927 

^tPOAon20103) 
and in smaller groups inland (max.: 60 at GF on

23/12\. BHP(*): 7 breeding territories at Llawndy Farn (0-3 during 1992-98) where
four nests were on roofs and one on the flare stack pipeline; at least 4 reached chick
stage. The table gives the figures for RSpB Conwy where two pairs bred.

JFMAMJJASOND
cR 230 300 80 45 85 4 tTo 100 50 100 70 s0

Singles were recorded at Gronant, 3ll01(t) and pOA on 3l July, l3th & 26 August
and l0 December. A large, pale-yellow legged bird on 4/03 was assumed to bei-ong
to the north European race omissus. An adult was present 2SlOl - 16/06 at RSpB
Co1wy. This was joined by a smaller ad on l5106, this bird remaining until l7109.
Both were of the western form mlchaheltis.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus cachinnans)
Scarce winter yisitor

ICELAND GULL (Larus glaucoides)
Scarce winter visitor

GLAUCOUS GULL (Larus hyperboreus)
Scarce winter visitor

GIYYLAN GODS FEI,EN

GIYYI, N YR ARCT'IG

GWYLAN YGOGLDDD

RSPB Conwy: a first-winter was present on24th and26thMarch with a second-
winter on 30/03 and7l04.

A first or second-winter bird at POA, l9l01 and an adult on 3ll01 at Gronant ({).
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus) GWrLANGDFNDDU l,'wvAtt

Passage migrant and winter visitor

Mainly a coastal visitor. Maximum counts: 200 at Rhyl-Kinmel Bay Prom., I l/10
and 103 at POA on 9/10. Also qt RSPB Conwy in small numbers: see table,

JFMAMJJASOND
CR26 4 1

Seen offshore. A single imm was seen 'loafing' with Common Gulls offFlint at HT
on20102;70 recorded passing POA on 22105 and 100 on 3/10. Several seen passing

west offGronant in June and July (maximum 7 on20106) and 2 seen with movement

of 102 Manx Shearwaters, 2 Fulmar, 8 Common Scoter and 5 Auk spp., early
morning seawatch at Gronant,21106. Singles at POA on 18102,12107,30109 and
l0ll2 and up to 7 offshore BHPf, Feb - April. RSPB Conwy: a first winter on27ll0
and an adult on 3ll10, brought in by late autumn gales,

KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla)
now BLACK.LEGGED KITTIWAKE
Passage migrant

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna sandvicencis)
Passage migrant. Amber List [BL, SPECJ IMSW]

COMIUON TERN (Sterna hirundo)
Passage migrant and breeding summer visitor

GWYUN GOES DDI]

MORWENNOL B]GDDU

MORWENNOI, CYF'FREDIN

4 Rhyl-Prestatyn Prom, 7105;2 Rhyl Prom - Marine Lake,l2l05; offRhyl in July and
September (max. count : 280+;; R. Clwyd estuary (10 on l/08). Seen at Rhos Point
from 28103 to 8/04 with a maximum of 15 on latter date. 350 at Gronant at HT on

l5l08 and 225 on 12109,Late summer peak counts at POA involved 450 on 18/07,
210 on 29107 and 100 on 30/09. RSPB Conwy: a poor year with only one record: 2
on25104.

The Shotton colony had a successful year with 433 pairs and 552 Jledged youngwere
ringed, Bad weather in early to mid June led to a high mortality rqte with an
additional c500 young dead.

Dee Estuary: POA: late summer peak counts of 289 on 30107 and 200 on 1ll08. 90

offshore BI{PI, 16106 and 28 offPOA on l/10. BB: l0 at Flint at HT on 16/05 and 4

on 13106. OMR: a steady movement of birds along the river on May 10. As in
previous years, birds from nearby Shotton colony fished the river and rested on the

50



marsh through summer. Occasional presence at Shotton Lagoons but no nesting
despite presence of breeding platforms.

ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea)
Uncommon passage migrant. Amber List IBDMJ

BLACK TERII (Chlidonias niger)
Uncommon passage migrant

An erratic presence recorded: singles only at pOA on 12107, l1l0g, l3l0g (a first
summer bird) but 180+ recorded on 17l0g, 6 (3 ads, 3 juvs) on l/10 and g ibidem on
2/10. RSPB Conwy: one on 21104 then 2 on river on- tg-iOtOg with one remaining
until2ll09. Juv nr VC on 2/10.

LITTLE TERN (Sterna albifron$ MIRWENNILFECHAN
Passage mlgrant and regular breeding summer vlsitor. Amber List tSpECl \MSWI

The nesting colony at Gronqnt had a successful breeding season: B6 pairs /tedged
I 1 1 young (see table). This resultedfrom a generally dry and warm season with low
Ore!1ttoy rotes. The poor season for 1 995 was due to losses sustained from predation
and tidal inundation; that of 1997 wasa consequence ofprolonged poor weather and
heavy fox predation.
Also.recorded offRhyl-prestafyn prom, with 29 on7/}5;offRhyl in June (max. count: 50); 1 at POA, 31/07; andpeakcount of tg ibidem on l610g.-

1993 1994 1995 1996 tgg7 1998 tggg
pairs 45 77 65 78 80+ 35_40 86
fledged 45 t2O -140 36 120+ 9 _ I I 20 I I I
young

MOIIWDNNOI, Y GOGLEDI)

CORSWDNNOL DD{J

GWYLOG

Only one record - BB: two birds flew east offGreenfield Dock, 7/0g.

GUILLEMOT (Uria aalse)
Regular visitor to coastal waters. Amber List [BI, BLJ

Only one record:4 offRhyl Splash point, 3/03.

RAZORBILL (Alca torda) LLURS
Small numbers occasionally recorded ffihore. Amber List IBLJ

lleyt ry_coras,4 offRhyl Splash point, 3/03 and I oflRhyl IMSWI in April. Up to
12 Guillemot/Razorbill recorded offshore BHp$ and Gronani, Jan _ March.

5t
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Occasional sightings, usually single birds. Maximum: 10, I l/03, BHpf ; 5 in grassy

field with gulls and Woodpigeons, Coedpoeth,26112. Three nests found at Shotton
Lagoons.

WOODPIGEON (Columba palumbus) vsGIrI'HAN

now COMMON WOOD PIGEON
Abundant breeding resident. Often culled by local agricultural interests, [WEJ

Widespread and successful in a variety of habitats. Reports received from many

areas. Mqximum: cA00 flying SW past PCR at 08,30h,27/10.

FERAL PIGEON (Columbia livia): largest numbers reported - 140, R. Clwyd, Rhyl,
27102;213 on railway bridge roost over R. Clwyd, l/06. 6 breeding territories at

BHPf (0-10 during 1992-98).

STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)
now STOCK PIGEON
Breeding resident. Amber List IBIJ

COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto)
now EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE
Common and widespread breeding resident

TURTLE DOVE (Streptopelia turtur)
now EUROPEAN TURTLE DOVE
Scarce summer breeding visitor. Red List [BD, SPECJ

CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)
nowCOMMON CUCKOO
Breeding summer visitor [WE]

COLOMEN WLLT

TURI'UR DOIICHOC

TUIITUR

COG

Breeds readily in suburban areas. Maximum: cl2 feeding on road nr farm at Horse-
man's Green,22lll and 12 at Llyn Helyg, l0ll2.

Three records: one at Llawndy Farm,24105 (f); one at a favoured site: Borras Quarry
(SJ 365535), l0/06; 1 flying S over Burton, Rossett with domestic pigeons, suddenly

changed direction and disappeared to N, 28109.

Indications of being less common than before: 50 records in 1989 but only c20 in
1999!
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One breeding teruitory noted from 30104 at BHPI (0-2 during lgg2-S). Also
recorded at Llangollen/Ruabon area (at Clywedog Valley, Coedpoeth, Gyfelia, Hp,
Llangollen, RM, TFR); Gwaenysgor (SJ 075812), Llandegla, Llyn Brenig, Moel
Famau, Pantymwyn, POA(juv), R. Clwyd estuary (r, RSPB Conwy and one record
of a bird heard on one day only from AWCP (first for several y.uri;. Two pairs in
WE survey (1998 and 1999). Reported for 7 BBS squares (=27%); see Appeidix Z.

BARII OWL (lyto alba) TuIANWEN
Scarce breeding resident. Amber List IBDM, S?ECJ

Sparse and probably declining with few records: 2 prs reared 4 young each in Dee

]al]ey between Cynwyd (SJ 055412) and Llangollen. Five other records of single
birds (one dead) from similar area. I over Gronant dunes, lgi06. possibly apaiiat
nearby BHP{ and one sighting at Shotton Lagoons, 2SlOl. 2 heard calling, Denbigh
Cross Roads, nr Clocaenog (SJ 005546), 26106. RSPB Conwy had one ioosting in
nest-box, 20101-8/03.

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)
Breeding resident

TYI,LUAN FACH

TYLLUAN GORNIOG

Observed in twelve areas (all singles) plus one breeding territory (unsuccessful) at
Warren Farm (0-l during 1992-8)t and a pair near Rhual Hill, Mold, lg106, may
have bred but unconfirmed.

TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco) TvLLuANFIECH
Under-rec o rde d bre e ding re s i de nt

Records from ten areas; all heard except for a young dead bird found in Dyserth with
hole in back ofhead, probably from natural causes, Spring 1999 and I at BHp$, 7/05.

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)
Rare breeding resident

Records from two oreos: One bird, at least, in usual territory on edge of RM until
early March. A nest found in April on a different edge ofthe moor (5 eggs leading to
2 fledged young.) One bird seen again at usual site, l7l11, I atGronant Dunes,
29t10.

SHORT-EARED OWL (AsioJlamneus) TLLUANGLUSTTxG
Scarce winter visitor, passage migrant and possible breeder. Amber List [SpECJ

Sadly, few records: I on RM on l0l03; probable calls heard on9/A4. No subsequent

s3
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records, so once again, probably no breeding here. 1 nr Brenig Reservoir,24104.
BHP[: none breeding (0-l during 1992-98) but up to 2 present on The Warren,
March to April.

NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus) TRzELLWRMAWR

now EUROPEAN NIGHTIAR
Scarce breeding summer visitor. Red List [BD, SPECJ BCCC

Records from four sites: 1 nr PCR on 4 May; I at Clocaenog, 10106;2 churring at
Denbigh Cross Road, Clocaenog (SJ 005546), 26106 and 3 recorded ibiden on 12107.
Nercwys Mountain is a regular site for this species as the table shows (soarce: Paul
Kenyon).

ALPINE SWIFT (Apus melba)
Rare vagrant

1998

4

8

ctyetltot oou'n tLplu

r994

pairs 3

young 8

1995

J

I

1996

4

l4

1997

3

5

1999

3

6

SWIFT (Apus apus) GWENNzLDDTI

nowCOMMONSWIFT
Fairly common breeding summer visitor
First record: 26 April (Llantysilio, Ltangotlen). Last: 29/08 (Ruabon),

Reported from across the county. Maximum: 63 at The Warren (f), 15/06; c40 mxd
with House Martins, Coedpoeth, 11106 and c300 at RSPB Conwy on fi1A5.

A single bird, sex and age unknown seen flying and feeding with other hirundines
at Rhuddlan, Denbighshire, 20 July (and similar ibidem at l9l4l91) lS, Hughes;
accepted by WRP. This is only the second record for Denbighshire.l

KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis) GusyDotu,4N
nowCOMMON KINGFISHER
Local breeding resldent. Amber List ISPEC]
About 20 sightingsfrom twelve areas (cfc80 records in 1989).

HOOPOE (Upupa epops) copoc
Rare vagrant
RSPB Conwy: one on 4105 nr Benarth Hide before flying out over estuary - first
record for reserve.
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KEY TO PLACES NUMBERED
ON CENTREFOLD MAP

Cilcain

Connah's Quay

Corwen

Gresford Flash

Gronant

Hanmer Mere

Llanddulas

Llanfair Talhaiarn

Llangollen

Llansilin

Llyn Brenig

Llyn Helyg

Moel Famau

Nercwys

Padeswood

Prestatyn

Rhuddlan

River Clwyd

River Conwy

River Dee

Ruabon

Shotton

Shotwick Lake

Towyn

World's End

Wynnstay Park

l5

t6

t7

18

l9

20

2t
"r1

23

24

25

26

27

1

6

Moel Parc

lr0
11

t2

13

t4
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GREEN WOODPECKEF. (picus viridus) INxIELLWERDD
Breeding resident. Amber List IS\ECJ

Observed at about a dozen locations over the county (including several garden visits)and heard at il sitesbetween Glyndyfrdwy (SJ 1s04i5) ilp:;;;;;, N and W of R.Dee. First heard at Berwyn 5101.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPEC KEF. (Dendroc opus maj or) cNoclr.t. FRArr H FtyyAFBreeding resident

Wdxpread: reported from over a dozenlocalities, including garden feeders. lstdrumming of ,spring,, l3l0l, atBerwyn. 2 --------'D eersv.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPEC KEF. (Dendroc opus minor) cNocE LL FRA trl LEIAFUncommon breeding resident

Records from only a few sites: I at Bodryddan Estate, Rhuddlan on 1610l; ldrumming in Big pool,Wood (SJ 102840), Z\OZ (*); a toial ;ffi; seen atong R.
9]yd (near Denbigh) (pair + 2l), 6t03 an'd t7/,0i;i on zttoi; i-* 23t04;pair on22/05. Plus one seen via BBS ,*r"y in square SJ 1673.

SKYLARK (Alauda anensis) EHEDIDD
Widesp_read breeding resident and winter visitor. Red List [BD, S\ECJ BCCCIMSW] lher1 las frobably been a reduction in the breeding habitat of this oncecommon bird the presence ofwhich counts towards the Govirnirnrlr rw eualityof Life Index.

Inland: reported from seven main areas. First song of spring at SpJ on lg/02.Largest flock: 30 at LpJ on22lll. Breeds in small nrimbers ut,IWCp (g rz singing
Sere fy 30/01); Bryn Arddyn, Ceiriog Valley (3+ pairs there, 19106); several atBroughton airfield; 8 counted with ai least four singing at Firestone site, WIE(zZtO!1.lir;yt song of spring by SpJ, t8/02; then on RM-, t/OE; Smoving N and 3 Wover RM, l2l10 where.l moving SW halFsingne, zitil;'r"i; ;il; SW on 2/11;30 on field onLp[,22lll.

Coastal: small flocks in spring and autumn (largest: l0 at Gronant Beach, 15112),Dee Estuary: Bllpf : fewer bieeding territoiieslZO_Zf cornparea'io Zl-lt during1992-98). POA: peak count of lS on 22lll. Four birds on teritory on May 12.oMR: a peak count of 50 recorded at HT, q/rr. p."r;;il;llil (no breedingsurvey) but at least 7 pairs bred on fields on the nearby CaR. a;;;-;-young seen atShotton Lagoons though no nests found.
RSPB Conwy: I pairs bred. Small numbers present throughout year.
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SHORELARK (Eremophila alpestris)
not+,HORNED LARK
Oc c a s ional winter v isitor

EHEDYDD Y T'RAETH

Set,eral reports, principally from the Gronant areo: a peak of 35 (t) was reached at
Gronant Beach in earlyJanuary, down to 16 on 5/01 and only I ibidem on g/01; 17
at POA on24l0l and Gronant, 3ll01 (same?); l5 on 20102 and l3 at Gronant,26102;
12 at Gronant (W-end) on20103.
POA: 17 birds frequented beach car-park area from 18/01 to 10i02. Three late birds
still present on April 16!

SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia) GWENNILrGT_;NNIDD
Summer breeding yisitor and passage migrant. Amber List IS\ECJ

Fev, reports, particularly of breeding, perhaps reflecting the loss of habitat. Re_
ported from only five areas: c4 flying at GF (17104) and 50 nest-holes at Borras
Quarry (SJ 365535), 10/06; lst sighting at R. Clwyd, near Denbigh (where 19 nest
sites) on 28/03; steady passage recorded at OMR on l2l0S (ndg); seen at Sutton
Green (SJ 405485), 23105 (ndg). 20-30 nests in sand quarry near Afonwen on lll07.
Also at RSPB Conwy: one on l3103 then common on spring migration with 100 on
25/04, Small breeding colony on lower lagoon with l3 nesting burrows failed due to
bank erosion - a new breeding species.

S\YALLOW (Hirundo rustica) GWLNNIL
noy, BARN SWALLOW
Conmton summer breeding visitor and passage migrant. Amber List [BDM, S\ECJ
[ryEJ [MSWJ
First arrival: I April (ast year = 30 March).
Last: l2 September inland (18 October in l99g) with g0 at RSIB Conwy on 25/09,

Still a common visitor though with variable numbers.
Inland: recorded from about ten main areas. A very early bird feeding at pen Bryn
Llan Farm for one day, Llanrhaedr,3104. Other arrivals: 2 by pCR, 5/04; c200 at
PCR on 7/05. lst of year at Holt, l0/04; I over Cilcain Moors (SJ 1664), I l/04
At Dinbren Isa, Llangollen study farm, 9 pairs as last year; laying earlier this year,
probably due to warm weather in early May, with 5 prs already on full clutches (inc.
2 cl.6s) by May 19. Breeding success poor with only 5.1 I young reared on ur"iug.
per pair, as against 7 in 1998. This was the second poorest average in 7 yrs of
study.
Coastal: Present offRhyl [MSW]: April, May and October (max. count = 50); 50
Rhyl-Prestatyn Prom, 7/05; steady passage at RSpB OMR on l2l05 (ndg); 200
feeding over pools, g-l7th May, Conwy RSpB Reserve; possibly 100+ in Gronant
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reed beds and 40+ at pOA, both l/09.

HOUSE MARTIN (Detichon urbica)
Common srmmer breeding ixiio, oii p^rosu *igrril.offir;r;lrr;,

!r::o.f t!r*r: Aprit 6, Last: october 7.ralrry wdespread with variable numbers from atout ten main areas. Largest inlandcounts: c50-100 inspecting eaves in C".ar""1f,, *ry I.i",.S.pi"U_r, ,O_OO u".,excired, pcR, dusk. t2/0i; c20 
"r.; D;;;;.#yrn ;;i6.-";;.,i,ests 

"ountea 
atLlanasa (largest in ten year rury"y)._ targert tastal counts: i;**rr'"inr,yl tMSwlin May (max. : 30); spring peat oi:oo 

"", 
liTos at RSpB 

"rr*.;;; atpoA, uog.unusuat records: a puiirrtu.n;;;;H;, p ,r*,i "ut"itu,ii-r"ar 
break andsuccesstutly fledged a si-ngle o.ooar 

"u'p].r."a _ra-n"rn;#;i; scrape made['a bulrdozer on Brickfie"ld pirrir; fiel;; *; am,2et06.

TREE PIPIT (Anthus triviatis)
karce sammer breeding visitor and possage migrant. ffirotrr"ooo
Ibryfew records probabty acctyytellt reflect its lllyiye yarcity; but surprisinglyEood numbers on WE survey; t z pais ii iig;,' zs in t 999tist ofspring at wE, t 

":p.o?:f,: "; i;;0;;*rpairs bred at Nercwys ror last rwo
ffi;. 

,o to e noted at BHpf fziroil. ,t;;[;;, RSpB conwy: I Mav and24 Au_

UEADOW pIpIT (Anthus pratensis)
iommon breeding , passagiand winiering species 

cokHEDDvDvwAEN

'.:,:ind; 
various sithti:,.ss,_including mixed flock of Skylarks and Meadow pipits,,-rg R. Clwyd, il/02;50.1or rig*tio,ir),_Llanasa,,stoii ii.at LIyn Brenig

:.-.ervoir, 4/07. Spring arrival, ;r"]airpirli-ntshii;il;;"r,;;;il, 
Mt03; c60 in:c offmoors S orclynayfrd"y isJlidiz.rl sroZ; ;;;,;,;; watk on RM,:.itv-mid morning on iqrci, r.ului.j rr*ii.li, ura,rrrorr-ro oi.pruy @ossible::rise - considerable damage to Calluna shoots);^considerably fewer nests found oni-\1 than last year - a return to DSq_i s;,t;rfir, S or SW pass age, 5_29 Oct,

.-)? 
,r"*a"a along/near the coast; 12 at pe

i:ring passag e, t4/d4_ r/05, conwy-o$;;;:H1Hffii: ,ry,tr:, Ii,rlj,r":;::ach, l/06; t0 at Mvnydd'crv,, lirr'iifrrirrl, 3t.07:7at Tow),n Beach. 9il1 and, rlock of 30 at Shotion.Lagoons iiN"""rU.r. l2.6reedin* ii.,,.-*i., at BFtrf:.:rr.s11fin, t9g2-98 ea_2\ ind+ p"1.. 
"r'."iti".yspoitfr"up adloinirg pOA reserve.'tusuat sightirs, o fl*!1f101 i4;;;;; i;;'ii, .y!y, R,ri ;;;;;,,,o.frr,r, pipit and. : n e q r b!) R ic ha rd's p i p i t (Oakenhott i,ur rf, ," Zq n U.
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Several counts at BHPf with a maximum of 12 at Llawndy Farm on 21102. POA: 6
on 4/01, 8 on 16102, four records of l-3 during l9l0l-21102 (f) and a single bird
noted on 22110. BB: two noted along Flint foreshore seawall at HT, 19102 and then
only one next day. Singles reported at Oakenholt Marsh, 9lll and 24111 when with
a flock of 20+ Meadow Pipits, a Water Pipit and a (nearby) Richard's Pipit and 6
there on2611l.
l-3 wintering birds at Conwy RSPB Reserve.

WATER PIPIT (Anthus spinoletta) coRHDDDyDyDWR

Uncommon passage and winter visitor to the Dee Estuary

I reported at Gronant (t) on 2/01. 2 winter-plumaged birds reported at Oakenholt
Marsh, 24lll, along with a flock of 20+ Meadow Pipits, a Rock Pipit and a (nearby)
Richard's Pipit (tbc).

ROCK PIPIT (Anthus petrosus)
Winler yisitor to Dee Estuarv in small numbers

RICHARD'S PIPIT (Anthus novaeseelandiae)
Scarce vagrant

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)
Fairly common breeding resident. IWEJ

CORHDDDYD Y GRA(G

CORHEDYDD HCHAIID

SIGLDN LWYD

1 at OMR fuom23ll1 - 28111 (various reports and dates from 23111 until 29112).
Possibly same bird relocated at Greenfield Dock on 10/12 until 3ll12 (Oakenholt - S.

Dixon, Greenfield - A.G. Stamp; accepted by WRP),

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla/lava) srcLENt;Dr,EN

Passage migrant and (possible) localised breeder in small numbers

3 territorial pairs on Flintshire arable fields adjacent to IMF but no pairs bred and 12
breeding pairs on Shotwick fields (WDA surveys). A single present on Bagillt
saltmarsh, 30/04, HT. Several sightings at BHPf with a maximum of 3 at Warren
Farm on 4 May.
RSPB Conwy: one on 22/04,3 on25104,4 on26104, l-2 present in May. Juv on8-
10/07 and 20109. Blue-heoded wagtail (M,f.flava): m on 13-14105 at RSPB Conwy.
fGrey-headed wtgtail (M.f, thunbergi): m on 20/05 - first record for RSPB Conwy
Reserve (accepted by WRP for Caernarfon).1

Recorded inJifteen areas. Unusuol sightings included a pair in a Coedpoeth garden,
27105 and two seen at Mold Hospital goldfish pond in an unusually confined area,
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I 1 L As last year, good numbers on River Dee and other streams and in Llangollen
=:ea: and 2 separate m, apparently breeding, in two slate quarries, one of which was
::i, 3 on Denbigh stretch of R. Clwyd, 23101; I on 28112;2 on river, S of Rhuddlan,

5 06. l-2 on R. Dulas, S edge of Llandulas. Ad + Juv on Afon Ystrad, nr Denbigh
S i 03 1 649), 10/06. Five presumed pairs recorded in WE survey. I at OMR on 3/09,

- n 24111, 4 on l0ll2; two at BB, Flint, on 22109; five in Finger Post Gutter (edge
. I.\{F arable land in Flintshire) on l4l10. Pair possibly bred in ditch at Ffynnon-

;:rrrv ({).

PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba ssp. yarellii) *IGLENFRATTH

Widespread breeding species. Winter dispersals in large roosts and gatherings, of-
ten in urban areas. [WEJ

::,und in varying numbers throughout the year. Largest counts: c60 moving NW nr
'.:nt-y-Ffrith Reservoir, Llandegla (SJ 245532), 11109-14109; counts of 40-110
r:ter on 15102) at OMR, 6 breeding territories at BHPf (0-6 during 1992-98) and

: - pairs bred at CQR; 27 young at Shotton Lagoons in July; max, count of 46 at
i.SPB Conwy on3103;27 atR. Clwyd estuary,4104.

i+ hite Waglsil (ssp, alba): a maximum count of l7 reached at POA, 19104; a max of- :t BHP[, 24104; two present at BB on Bagillt saltmarsh, HT, 30/04. 2 at Llyn
3:enig, 21109. Also at RSPB Conwy:2 on 7104 lhen good numbers on spring
::ssage with 12 on 17104 rising to 25 on 20104, 40 on 22104 and 50 on 25-27104.

" 
rnbers then dropping offto l5 on 5-9105 with last one on 17105.

DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus)
,' 

"+ 
WHITE-THROATED DIPPER

'.i :ilespread localised breeding resident

BRONWEN Y DWR

- lu R. Clwyd (Denbigh stretch), 23101:. I at nest ibidem,l7l03; fledged young on
ii 05; 3 + I juv at Erddig, 25104. 2 highest territories on WE stream unoccupied,
--.r second time in 1990s. Mink detected in area,
+lso seen in ten other areas: Afon Ystrad, nr Denbigh (SJ 031649); Ddol Uchaf
:eserve; AWCP (max.: 3 on 3l May); Ceiriog Valley; the Dingle, Colwyn Bay; R.
)ulas, S edge of Llanddulas; Loggerheads; Moss Valley; Llangollen; Nant Mill;
ISPB Conwy.

WREN (Troglodytes troghdytes) DRyty

nowWINTERWREN
Common andwidespread breeding resident. [WE]
Widespread and successful, Reportedfrom several areas, On winter transect counts
on RM, autumn max of 44 compared withZ2 in 1998 and 13 in 1997. 14 counted on
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BBS survey at Erddig, 24104. Second largest 'score' on WE survey: 78 pairs in 1998
and122 in 1999

DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis)
now HEDGE ACCENTOR
Common breeding resident. Amber list IBDMJ IWEJ

I.LWYDYGWIIYCH

Successful and widespread across the county. The first song of 'spring' at Berwyn
was on 22112, 1998, the next on 10/01!

ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula) RourNGocH

now EUROPEAN ROBIN
Common and widespread breeding resident and partial ruigrant

Another successful breeder in a variety of habitats. Maximum total of BBS survey at
Erddig: 12 in April. In Mold, one nested in traditional plant-pot in garden shed,
4103; in Wrexham, a pair succesfully bred in old Blackbird nest in Wisteria despite
being disturbed in April (still there end-June; feeding juv on 15107). The most
common bird on WE transect with 8l presumed pairs in 1998 and a huge increase to
129 in 19991 A max. of 10 at RSPB Conwy, 18-26110,

BLACK REDSTART (Phoenicurus ochruros) rtNGocH Drl
A scarce migrant and winter visitor. Has bred. Amber List [BRJ

A m seen very clearly, at o4 metres, in garden on HP, Llangollen in April (tbc) and
one by Llawndy terminal on 2104t,

REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) rrNGocH

now COMMON REDSTART
Fairly common summer breeding visitor; mainly upland areas. Amber List ISPEC]
IWE]

Seversl records: lst of spring, nr Rock Farm, Llangollen, g/04;8 on R. Clwyd near
Denbigh, 23104; a pair probably nesting at Bryn Arddyn, Glyn Ceiriog (SJ 205385)
from 30/04; up to 3 (2m,1fl at Glyn Lws (SH 886718), 2105 and 8106; 2 m atLlyn
Brenig, 15/05, scarce at this altitude;4 pairs at Llandegla in June; party of 4 passing
through Burton, Rossett, 14108; anr in Pwllglas garden, Rhuthun (SJ 120550), l/08;
3 spring sightings at BFIPI; l-3 recorded at RSPB Conwy (latter on 18/08). Good
numbers recorded on WE survey: 25 pairs in 1998 and1999.

WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra) cRECyRElrHtN

Fairly common breeding sumtner visitor; mainly in upland areas
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-x,\eral records: a/at R. Clwyd, Rhyl,2ll}2;seen at Llyn Brenig on24l04;pair andtw ibidem on 16/07; first of spring, surprisingly fut", f on 
-p'iU,'l 

Uuy, at GlanVo1fa, Rhyl, t/05; fa.mily parry of o+, bilcaii'Moors (sJ rooi),-Uot. Several
T$Ing. I BHP* with a maximum of 5 on l2l05 plus ti* UV CJffiery pool, 6/05.OMR: a single bird on the adjacent fly_ash fields, ti/0S, pOi , ,iref e m on t7l0|and 29/05. RSpB Conwy: I on 27-igl}4, 2 on t/05 and l0l0j,-3 on 1ll05 withsingles on l3th, lsth, lgth May.

STONECHAT (Saficola torquara) cLocHDARycERRTG
Breeding resident in small numbers. Amber List tSpECl

Seen in small numbers in both inland and coastal areas. Maximum counts: 13+ pairsy HURM arca;9 (3m, 2f,4j) atMynydd Glyn Lws (SH gg72),3/W. pair bred inGronant dunes,

\IIIEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe) TTNWENIGAaN
ww NORTHERN WHEATEAR
Ereeding summel visitor; mainly upland areds though largest number was 30
ryssing through Ltanasa, 18 April. Eartiest: t 3 Marchi, tirig*rii, t4 March onkl,l; 18 March at l{arren Farm.

Inland: 
-seen 

qt Llyn Brenig, RM, Cilcain, RGC, Llanasa, Bersham
Coastal: small numbers seen on passage at offsirore nfryi *O irr"rtatyn and at CeR,Gronant (where at least one paii breJ), pensarn Beacl, pentre Uawr park, OIt4&BB, PoA, RGC, Rhos point. 3 pairs at Shotton Lag_oons whe.;;;;;;g seen in July,i pairs bred ar colliery spoil area adjacent poA. RSPB Conwy: t ii iitOlthen smallg1l1Fo on spring passage with 7 on l S/04 inc. 4 Greenlrnd ,a.". 2 on 30107, I on2t/09.

RING OUZEL eurdus torquqtus) MWIALCHENImNIDD
Breeding summer visltor in small numbers to upland areas. Amber L,in fiOUl
.t of spring, a hen above Dinbren Uchafl Llangollen, 29/03, feeding on Cotoneaster

_.lli:r; a a singing from a tall relict ash in a young broad-leafed plantation nr WE,- (-t4 but not seen subsequently; only one p.or.d brieding in Hp/nfvt area, though I.:2 seen in four other sites on at least one occasion\ m nr Aled reservoir, Denbigh Moors (SH 913595), Sl04; pair at Llandegla ,24/04:.rt did not stay to breed.

BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula)
': tt+, COMMON BLACKBIRT)

MWA],CHTiN
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Common breeding resident andwinter visitor. Amber List [BDMJ [WE]

A very succesful bird across the county. Largest numbers: 17 at Marsh Lane,

Rhuddlan, 9/01; l8 counted in total on BBS survey, Erddig, 22 Aptil;28 and 47

presumed pairs in 1998 and 1999 respectively in WE survey, May-June; 14 feeding

on cotoneaster berries, Ruabon, December 28 and 30.

Already, by 29 April, many birds carrying food in Llangollen area;2+ in ripe oilseed

nr Ruabon, 21 July; several excited, probably migrating birds, in oak tops at Berwyn,

with Song and Mistle thrushes, 29109,

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris) socANEtRA

A very common passage and winter migrant. Often in huge numbers with other win-

ter thrushes, Amber List IBRJ
Last winter vlsitor: 20 February. First autumn bird: October 16

Seen throughout the county, At Pont y DdOl (SH 985725), about 75 disturbed by a

Goshawk, 20102. Sizeable flocks (>100) at PCR, RM, Llyn Brenig, R. Clwyd
(Denbigh stretch), Dee Floods near Holt,

SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos) BItoNl;ttAtrH

Widespread breeding resident and winter visitor. Red List IBDJ BCCC [WE]

Reports from about ten areas. Largest number: several apparent migrants (> l0) with

Blackbirds and Mistle Thrushes, in oak tops, Berwyn, 29rc9' 6 breeding territories
at B[IP$ (1-6 during 1992-98).

REDWING (furdus iliacus) cocH DAN'ADEN

Common passage migrant and winler visitor throughout the area, Often in large

numbers with Fieldfqres, Starlings and other thrushes. Amber List IBRJ
Last winter bird: 27 March, First autumn bird: 6 October,

Reported frotn over ten oreos. Flocks of 100+ noted at PC& WE, and R. Clwyd
stretch near Denbigh.

MISTLE THRUSH (furdus viscivorus)
lfiidespread, low density breeding resident. [WE]

BIIYAI YCOED

Reported fron eight main areas. Main counts: 3l along R. Clwyd near Denbigh,

lll07; cl4 at Pen-y-Corddyn Mawr, S of Llandulas,24108; 12 on 20108 at Hanmer;

More nests than usual found in Llangollen area, possibly signiffing larger numbers;

20-30 moved S nr PCR on date between ll-14109. 2 breeding territories at BFIP$

(0-2 during 1992-98).
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GR{II{OPPER-WARXLER (Locustella naevia) TRIELLuR BAvHnow COMMON GRASSHOhhER WARBLER
Localised summer breeding visitor, ,lmtei tXt IBDMI

Singles at Gwespyr, 23/04; Llandegla, 24/04;^ 
1.91*ya estuary, 25/04; Brenig,I5/05; nr Denbigh Cro.s_s Ro1fs, ctoienol 1sJ 00ss46), ierci.--lri orspring on RM:24 April; song heard at ten sire;. s breedin"gien,Jgrirrl;tHil ti-gi*ine tgsz-gl)hut little evidence ofbreeding success; nrri on 4/04, Ztenidi;s in Gronant Beach

il:rft?:, 
conwy; 3 singing m atongthe Ganol wait on iiioi*j,r, r on 25/04,2

SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) rtLonrnuosc
Breeding summer visitor

lst at LPJ on 4 May and a nest found in Jrl: 
.*rh.pother pair almost certainlykeeding, 3 pairs bred a1 Shonon Lrg"*- 

-ei 
U..eaingirirfi*i.. rt BHpt (6-17during 1992-9s). Up t9 s singing ,t fOe .ofri"ry pJ.i..,'i":iiit, Covert andl8 singing at Gronant beach irar-sh area. Ripn cir*y, z ii iiii. 14 pairs bred.Last on 26109. Other records: I at Southsea Bog, l2l05 and lg/05;l at RGC on 9/05

ffii,,1'ifi|,'t 
Pwllglas, Rhuthun (sJ t20t;0), ielos; : ,, cr-, rrr".i, ord retuse tip,

REE}-!{|BLEF_ (Acrocephalusscirpaceus) rELoRycyrs
now EURASIAN REED WARBLER
Rare breeding summer visitor

Only a few records: I breeding teritory at BHp{ (0_l during l99L-9g);2 teruitoriesin Gronant Beach marsh u.ri t ;ri#i';;oA colliery pool; pair wirh young inMay at Shotton Lagoons; one ringed in Ciocaenog and l0 prs Ur"juinspe Conwy.

LESSER WHITETHRO l$ (Sylvia curruca) LLWDFRnNFACHScqrce breeding summer vlsitor

Only a few records: I singing ,r, on passage, pantymwyn 
, 9/05; I at Ruthin Sewerage

I"T?rli,ll; 
r;31:,*fr* i"r.ito,ie, uiilbl ri_o a",.i,e iq,qiJd) ispB conwy:

WHITETHRO AT (Sy lv ia communis)
now COtuIMON WHITETHROAT
tlommon breeding summer visitor

LLWYDFRON

Recordsfrom only eight main areas; first at R. Clwyd, 23/04; firstat Gwaenysgor (SJ
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075812), a m on 24104; first at AWCP, four m on 27104 where highest count of
singing m was 6 on 28104 (Llay site) and 9 on 3 May (Bradley site). I st heard at LPJ
on 4 May and 2 prs bred there. A pair nested TFR for second year - carrying food,
June 1 l-14, 36 breeding territories at BHPf (26-49 during 1992-98), 2+ pairs raised
young on CQR and at Shotton Lagoons. Highest counts given for coastal sites: 5 at
Glan Morfa old refuse tip, Rhyl, ll05;4 (1m, lf,2 j) on l8/06 at Green Ave., Kinmel
Bay and 3 pairs bred at RSPB Conwy.

Goodnumbers onV[/E survey: 10 in 1998, l4 in 1999 and 15 ringed at Clocaenogbut
few other records: I heard, Elwy-Clwyd rivers (SJ 031761), 24104; I at Prion nr
Denbigh, 29104; I at Tan Llan nr Coedpoeth, 10/05 and 12105; up to 3 at BHP$
(15/05); heard singing at AWCP, Llay site, 2l May; at least two singing 'at each

other' in scrub, Nercwys Mtn., 9 June; I singing lkm SW of Denbigh, 10/06; 1

singing nr R. Dulas, S of Llandulas,lT106; qnd I at RSPB Conwy on21/05.

BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla) r'ELottpENDDu

Common breeding summer visilor with snall numbers wintering

Spring birds: l singing, 3/04, Llyn Helyg; lst of year at Pantymwyn, 10/04. Good
numbers on WE survey in May-June (11 in 1998, 16 in 1999) and in Clocaenog
Ringing (46). 8 breeding territories noted at BHP$ compared to 2-5 during 1992-98.
lVintering birds: a m on garden bird-table, 2ll0l,Llandulas; I f on l2lll at Maelor
Hospital, Wrexham; z at Pwllglas garden, (SJ 120550), 20lll; m at POA, 2llll; ln
in garden, feeding on apples and guarding them from tits, seen regularly from 2lll I
until snow on l4l12, Llanasa.

GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)
Breeding summer visitor

WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)
Uncommon breeding summer visitor, fil/El

I'ELO]I YR ARDD

I'ELO|T Y COED

Uncommon visitor with relatively few records, from only five areas:
I st of spring at Dinbren lsa, 26104; after apparently rather poor arrival, birds located
at 6 sites in Y Foel forest, Pentredwr (SJ 198468), on 26 May. WE survey: 4 in 1998,
2 in 1999. lst at Loggerheads, 2/05.

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscapus collybita) s/FF-s,4n'

now COMMON CHIFFCHAFF
Common breeding summer visitor. Small numbers may winter towards the coast.

tWE]
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fil:t sighting: 2l February (astyear:24 February)

NTntering birds present at Flint Industrial Site on 3l0l,3at pOA dunes on l0/01 andi sr2l/ll; and I at OMR, 10/12.

First at BHP{ on 2t/02 
.wherc 3 breeding territories (0-3 during 1992-9g);firsr at{wCP on l5l03; 2 singing, R. Clwyd n# o.rUigl, ; i7 t:;i.t orspring at SurrBank, Llango|en, t7/03;.tsJ TFR, i+tOZ; trt"{y_J:, at eanffifrr] 3i04. Reportsfr,wr over eleven areas, including Cetr iank, WIE where 15+ ssunls6 on 22/041Only small numbers coyyte{_gn WE survey (4 in 1999) **pu;d;, much largermrmrbers of Witlow Warbler (60 in 1999)t :a iingea 

"t 
CIoca"G. 

- '

\IILLOWWARBLER (phylloscopustrochilus) niLoRyttHELyG
C_ommon breeding summer visitor-rid porrog" migront. [WEJFirst sightings: several on 3 April,

First sighting at AWCp on 3/04.where l0 singing_on Jl May;first of year at BFIpg,3 04, where 18 breeding territories e7-3g during 1!92-gg);2 singing at LIyn Helyg,-:04; lst of spring, moor-edge above penycae,4 Aprit;'f.t a""nrTt" full song atRuabon, 7/04. Reports from seven main areas, including 15+ at Cefn Bank, WIE!TE survey: 55 in 199g, 60-in 199g. Clocaeno! Nnging:-2,42
J probably over-wintering birds atRuthin Sewlrage Works, 2ll12.

GOLDCREST. (Regutus regutus) DRWErRBEN
Common breeding resident, passige migrant and winter visitor

Seen across the county. Max. numbers: up to 12 atBliflif(The Warren , 16/03); pairrcen plus 4+ singing, Coedpoeth, S/04; ibide; g+ heard in singles/doubles, 30/12;hmilygroup of c5 at Gln Tr, 29/07'. targenum-Uers in WE survey(91 pairs inI998 and 89 in 1999) and in Ctoca.nog ninglil e77 in tggg). 
--" '-r

FIRECREST (Regulus ignicapillus)
bqrce migrant andwinter visiior. Amber List [BRJ

DRYW PENIIFLqA,IGOCH

kveral sightings on one day: Two birds seen at Nercwys; I at Marford Cp (t), and Iat PoA (f), all 9/01. A.male seen next day, t0/01, it'pOa arr* i,*1. , at The

reserye.

SPOTTEDFLYCATCHER (Muscicqpqsffiata) cwBEDoGMANNoG
Summer breeding visitor. Red List fAO, SpnCl 

'BCCC 
IWEJ 

--"' -
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More pairs seen in Llangollen area than last year with perhaps 12 pairs breeding, 6
birds along R Clwyd, Denbigh, 29105. Also seen at (singles/doubles): BFIP$; SW of
Denbigh (SJ 03a655); N of Llanefydd (SH 979734); Llyn Helyg, Mold Churchyard,
Moel Famau, near Llanelidan, Loggerheads, Ruabon and Wrexham.

PIED FLYCATCHtrR (Ficedula hypoleuca) GWyRriDoG BRrT'H

Common summer breeding visitor. [IltEJ
An interesting record from Coedpoeth: a male in a garden, guarding a nest-box,
April29 - May 27, but unable to attract a partner,
lst record of spring, Dinbren Isa, Llangollen on 9104. Llangollen study block of c60
boxes had 39oh occupation as against 3S% in 1998 and 47% in 1997. Mean lst egg
date was l1 May, clutch size 7,3 but fledged brood size only 3.5 despite no prolonged
wet or cool spells. Of 23 boxes WE, 1l were occupied, with mean clutch for lst
layings of 7.0 and mean fledged brood of 4.9 (1998 total : 9; means : 7.6 and 6.1).
Also recorded in twelve other areas: BHP}, Cefn Bychan, Cilygroesclwyd, Coed
Hafod, Glyr Lws, Loggerheads, Coedpoeth (where 1 pair bred at Nant Mill),
Pantymwyn, Pwllglas (SJ 120550), Ruthin, Tanat Valley, Ysceifiog Lake.

Seen across the county in flocks ofup to twenty. Increaslngly a visitor to garden
feeders.

LONG-TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)
C ommon breeding res ident

MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)
Uncommon breeding resident. Amber List IBDMJ

COAL TIT (Parus ater)
Common resident.
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71T'IY GYNII;ON-HIR

TITW'RtrERN

TIl'W PDNDDT]

Seen in small numbers across the counly in wooded areas. 1 at Gwespyr Scarp,
lll01, first for some time, A first for a Wrexham garden: one feeding from
peanut-feeder,l2l08. Only one ringed at Clocaenog compared to 2l Willow Tits.

WILTOW TIT (Parus montanus) t'trw'RHELyG

Uncommon breeding resident. Amber List IBDM]

Seen ln smsll numbers in mainly forest areas: Bonwm Forest, Cynwyd Forest (SJ
055412), RM plantation, WE forest, Clocaenog, Erddig, Froncysllte, Llandegla and
Rhuddlan. A report of birds at a garden nut feeder in Bwlchgwyn. 2l ringed at Clo-
caenog in 1999.



' . \ 
.readily to garden feeders: up to 5 at bird_table near Nant Valley; up to 6 (inc., daily visitors to Wrexham garden in summer and autumn _ out-iunbering blue
Good numbers though fewer recorded on WE survey (40 pairs in 199g,27 in: -! )l 1 I ringed at Clocaenog.

r -L E TIT (Parus caentleus)
.:'rton and widespread breeding resident. [lhEJ

GREAT TIT (Parus najor)
lommon andwidespread breeding resident. [WE]

, :ong of 'spring', 17l12l9t and then l3l0llg9.,Berw),n. Llangollen study block of- . roxes had 30% occupation, as against 34% in 199{i. Mean iutch size, for main. rg period, was 10,5 and,fledged brood per pair (main layin! period) was 6.g
. .:paring well with g,6 and 5.6 in 199g.

=.:boxful fledged (l dead) at pantymwyn garden, June l; one pair abandoned: : j-box in Wrexham galden (successfully fledged 6 iast year)'whi.fr'*a. taken over: 
",asps; new box not inhabited, 3+ prs bred on CeR; t-O young.u.rrrsfully raised- :est-boxes at Shotton lagoons, 1 pr bred ana max. iO ,uJ" 1ii,t10) at RSpB

-::\1y,
'.,,.er recorded on WE survey (14 pairs in 1999 compared to 2g in l99g) but good- -:rbers ringed at Clocaenog (90 in 1999).

TITW IOMOS LAS

TITWMAWR

DEI,ORYCNAT|

:. song of spring, l0/01., Berwyn and half_singing alreacly on24Dec.,l99g, At
- :ngollen study block of c60 boxes, occupation ias-ll%o,*.tt ,p on l99g (5%) and,'. main laying period, mean clutch was g.2 and mean fledgejU*J p". pair 4.7,
: - .r disappointing.
'.:stbox at Cae'r Gog, pantymwyn: first time for great tits _ 4 fledged out of 6, 3/06.

\ LTHATCH (Sitta europaea)
,. WOOD NUTHATCH

Common breeding resident. Often visits gardenfeeders.

R.ecorded in small numbers from about ten areas.

TREECREEPER (Certhiofamiliaris) DruNGWRBACE
Ipw EURASIAN TREECREEPER
IVidespre ad breeding res ident

Recorded in small numbers in woodland areas. AIso seen, November and December,
in gardens in Coedpoeth, Gresford, Llanasa (latter only second sigt ting in 12 years!).

7t
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One this year, in a 'favoured' location at Clocaenog Forest, 21110 and llll

GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanius excubitor)
An occasional winter passage migrant

JAY (Garrulus glandarius)
now EURASIAN IAY
Fairly common breeding resident

JACKDAW (Contus monedula)
notv EURASIAN JACKDAW
Comnton and widespread breeding resident

ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)
Common and widespread colonial breeding resident

CIGYDDMAWII

YSGRECH Y COED

JAC.Y.DO

YDIIRAN

Small but regular numbers from the usual wooded areas. Maximum numbers: 8

sightings (3 pairs + 2 singles) at Plas Power Woods, Coedpoeth,30ll2.

MAGPIE (Pica pica) PIIDDN

now BLACK.BILLED MAGPIE
Common and widespread breeding resident.
Ubiquitous and conspicuous. A very successful bird of the area, it is subject to peri-
odic culling by the agricullural community. Found across the region in a variety of
habitsts,
Collects in numbers during winter months,' l0 birds in ash tree, 10/02, Gwaenysgor
(SJ 075812). Nest-building at Marford Hill on 22ll2l 2l-23 breeding territories,
BHP* 9-25 during 1992-98), Total of 15 + several young in June BBS survey at
Erddig (only 5 in April). Appears to be extending its range in suburban Wrexham
(in areas where infrequently seen before) with nest-building and egg predation of
Collared Doves and Blackbirds.

A colonial breeder which also gathers away from breeding sites. Max. numbers:
c200 roosting in trees at Nant Mill, Coedpoeth, 3/01; 50 at PMPA, 4lll;30 at RSPB
Conwy, l-4105; small flocks regularly at Erddig.

Rookeries recorded at AWCP, Coedpoeth (17+ nests), Gresford, Llanasa (49 nests)
and Ruabon. Llangollen area: combined total of nests at Tan Lon and Pentredwr (SJ

198468) rookeries, with'branch' colonies at Eglwyseg added, was 77 but a new
colony opposite the Britannia Inn with 23 nests, makes up the number to pre-1998
levels, Small colony at Shotton Paper nested on tower and platforms. Up to 100

birds present mid-June, BHP$ (breeds S of Station Road),
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,{RRION CROW (Corvus corone corone) BIAN DyDDyN
,umon breeding resident, [IVEJ

'idespread 
across the county. Macimum numbers: g0 on RM, landing on deep ling,t l0; 160 ibidem on 3/ll; 56 pOA colliery area, tT/06 (gHpf); SS-at n. if*ya,tyl,27/02;39 at RSpB Conwy on 4/01, Extending theii ranle in the Wrexham

.hrbs, nesting and visiting.__A_qul. bred on a pylon ut Cen and"raiseJZ young. l0
eeding tenitories at BHpf (5-10 during tgg}:gq.

: rVEN (Corvus corax)
. COMMON RAVEN- .,'iy common breeding resident. Mainly in upland areas but may be spreading to
tnds.

CIGFRAN

.. of the successful 
.birds of the area: reporfs receivedfrom about twenty main

: is. Maximum numbers; a peak count of 25 at Llandegla in November; 7 together' S- cing slope nr Llanarmon D.C. + I heard across ialley,12109;6 at pensarn,-::ceiriog, l2l09; found in small numbers in most months uiLtyn Brenig, max g in
- -rust; 11 at Pentre Llyn Cymer, I l/l l.
- L\{/HP study area, 10 pairs bred, one only failing to rear young (nest blown out in;, :). Of 7 nests inspected at egg stage, 5 held 6 eggs and meun 

-clutch 
size was 5.6;-: ren prs reared an average of3.4 young,

,:rtsual sighting: a nest in a Hawthorn, 3m off ground on farmland on edge of:rbigh Moors, had 6 eggs and fledged 4 young.
-.: Estuary Reserves: BB: seen regularly through year (nest nearby); max. of 4 onI tl2, OMR: single present on 2102;2 on 4l0S feeaing on sheep 

"ur.urr. 
CeR: pair

:J on pylon and raised 4 young, Conwy: l-2 regular; 6 on 12^103.

:TARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) DRUDWEN
;+ COMMON STARLING
,nmon and widespread breeding resident. Often in huge autumnal/spring move_,nts with continental over-wintering visitors. Some iniicqtion of an increuse in'.ittbers in winter months. Amber List [BDMJ

successful bird found in a variety of habitats in varylng numbers. Mmimum'trybers: 10,000 roosting at RSpB Conwy in January and"wovember_December;
:,00 at Foryd Bridge, Kinmel Bay,20lll;3100 in BHp$ coastal fields,20101; 1600
,:. RM, Tlll;700 at Warren Farm, 12l01({); 600 at Dyserth, l6101; reedbed roosts of-: to 500 at Shotton Lagoons; 400+ at Llawndy Farm (f), Zll0l and pOA, 2gl0g.
-:her flocks >50 recorded. a! {WCp, CeR (where 100+ juveniles in July), Halkyn,
?:estatyn Golf Course, Rhyl Golf Course, Ruabon, River Clwyd estuary, Talacre'J. 

arren, POA. As last year, larger flocks seen in the Ruabon Moors aiea than since
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the mid-1980s: 400+ nr Llandegla,l3l02. Autumn movement began in 2nd week of
October, but largest flocks in Nov., with 750 moving W at Berwyn on 6/11 then 1600

and 190 crossing RM due SW on 7th.

Some evidence of demise of some local populations though many houses still sup-
port small numbers. Perhaps latter could be monitored?

Maximum count: a most unusual count of a flock of 100+ at Llanasa, 19108. 22-24
breeding territories at BHP* (10-24 during 1992-98).

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
C ommon breeding resident

TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)
noW EURASIAN TREE SPARROW
A localised breeding resident. Red List IBDJ BCCC

ADERYN Y 1'O

GOI,FANYMYMDD

Reportedfrom only ten locations. Maximum count: a small active flock in farmyard
hedge adjacent to stubble field, increased from c9 on 10/01 to cl2 on 22lll,
Horseman's Green nr Hanmer (but not seen subsequently!). Spring, 1999: at least 3

pairs successfully fledged young at local barn nr Dyserth (SJ 047776) - regularly
attended garden feeders, Other main counts: 4 on Old Railway Course, Rhuddlan,
9l0l;5 along R. Clwyd (Rhyl to Rhuddlan), 11/02; l0 at Llyn Helyg, 10/12; up to 10

present in Hawthorns in late autumn at CQR. In addition, the following pulli were
ringed in nest boxes near Bodelwyddan (SH 9977): 3 on 9106,3 on lll0'7 and 4 on
t4/08.

CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) rt-BtNC

Common breeding resident with autumnal movement away from breeding areas.

tWE]
A successful species found in a variely of habitats ocross the region. Maximum
numbers: Large rnxd flock of cl000 Chaffinches and Greenfinches, Llanasa, 2112.

Large winter flocks of c300 finches, Coedpoeth, 26-30112. Flock of 48 at Old
Railway Course, Rhuddlan, 9/01; flock of 57 in POA colliery spoil area in February
and c40 at farmyard nr Erddig, 14111. lst full song of spring, Bervtyn,2102, lst
autumn passage at Berwyr, due W, small parties,13-14 Sept. Large nurnbers on WE
survey(103 in 1998,115 in 1999).

BRAMBLING (I-ringilla montifringilla) prNCyMyNyDn

Localised winter yisitor in variable numbers, Amber List IBRJ

Observed in small numbers (including garden visits) at BIIP (The Warren), Coedpo-
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: - u. Mold, Ruabon, Llangollen, Llyn Helyg and pwllglas, (SJ 120550).' ,,,i count: 100+ with 1 or 2 chaffinches, farmland nr Loggerheads,2gl02. lst
- - :ecord: 1 at PCR, 1810.

't.tl across the region, including gardens, Largest flocks reporled on or near
)reqs: 40 at PMPA, 3l/10;40 at Gronant dunes, l0lll;25 at Greenfield with-'.', and Goldfinch, 7108; large mxd flock of c1000 with Chaffinch, Llanasa,

- '"i 
inter flocks of 20+ sesn regularly at CQR and on garden feeders at Burton

., ,.:. r and Coedpoeth.

; r : \FINCH (Corduelis chloris)
:'. ROPEAN GREENFINCH

" ", rreeding resident

I,LINOS WDRDD

-iI\ (Carduells spinu,s) plra(;wRDt)
EL'RASIAN SISKIN
,' ,,'isitor and breeding resident

'. -i across the region: recorded from over ten areas. Max. counts: 60 at R. Clwyd.' Denbigh,28ll2;40-50 nr Llangollen; 15 at Llyn Helyg, 20102 and at RSpB
- .,.r on l5110.

-.:.rn Moors area: lst feeding on nuts in garden, Berwyn, 10102. Fat fewer records* plantations during breeding season than in 1998 and only 2 in May-June, inc. a- gathering nest material from a gamekeeper's yard. Very few autumn records.
good flock (40-50) at Pentrefelin, Llangollen, was on 24n2

garden visitor at Berwyn, Burton, Coedpoeth, Gresford, Llanddulas, Ruabon.

INNET (Carduelis cannabina) LLNos
w COMMON LINNET
Wspread breeding resident. Red List IBDJ BCCC

rund in varying numbers through the year, both inland and on the coast. Largest
rcks: a post-breeding flock of 200 at Llyn Brenig in August and c300 at pOA on

75

F. -DFINCH (Carduelis carduelis) MCo

F .i ROPEANGOLDFINCH

F ,t breeding resident. Amber Lkt tBDttIl [WE]
I

f ' ,ead across the region. Also a garden visltor: marima - 20 on garden feeders,

P- -. Rossett in winter;25 along seawall at Greenfield with Linnet and Green_

F - ri8. A ringed bird feeding on garden lawn with Chaffinches and Sparrows,
h _ \03.

L.



4103,9109 and 11/10,
Dee Estuary: POA: flocks present on saltmarsh throughout winter with peaks of 300
reached but for the first time none breeding (f). BB: probably under-recorded this
year. 30 at Flint marshes on3102 and 30 along seawall at Greenfield on 7/08. CQR:
seen regularly through year. 4 ad + 4 juvs in June. 3 pairs produced a total of 9
young at Shotton Lagoons.
RSPB Conwy: up to 4 in spring with 20 on 3ll08, 5 on 20109, 11 on23109 and l0 on
27/09.

TWITE (Cardueltsflavirostris) LLrNosvMvMDD

A scarce wlnter visitor to coastal areas. Red List [HD]

Usually present in small numbers in autumn along the Dee Estuary, Recorded at
Flint Castle, Mostyn Dock, Gronant Beach, Llawndy Farrn ($), POA, CQR and
OMR. Maximum counts: large flocks at Flint Castle, reaching 87 on 17102; 17 at
Mostyn Dock on 22101; c20 at Gronant Marsh, 20103 and 15-20 at OMR on 26ll l.
BB (Flint) monthly maxima are given in the table, (Peak counts were on 17/02 and
18/02. Last record for Jirst winter period was 4/03 wilh /irst returning birds then
noted on 12/10. More abundant in /irst period than second. As in previous years,
any of the saltmarsh areas along the Flint foreshore were used, as were adjacent
patches ofrough ground. Birds often perched on overhead wires andfencelines.)
POA: recorded on four dates - 5 on 18/01 and20l01;2 on 10102;4 on 18/09, Fed

beside shorelarks in beach car-park, OMR: 8 feeding with rock pipit and water pipit
on24ll1 and l5-20 feeding with pipits on26lll.
RSPB Conwy: 2 wintering birds remained until l/03 and 4/03 respectively.

JFMAMJJASOND
BB '.10 87 70 ',l 40 20

REDPOLL (Carduelis /lammea) Lr-rNos BDNGI:H

now COMMON REDPOLL
A fairly common breeding resident. Probably under-recorded.

Obsented at BHP*, Gresford, Llandegla, Nantyr Forest, Ruabon Moors, Llyn Brenig,
Llyn Helyg, R. Clwyd nr Denbigh. Only scattered records and no signs of breeding in
local conifer upland plantations on RM area. Max. number: 8 in June and up to 20
in winter at Llandegla; l2 feeding on birch seeds at Pant Quarry, Gresford, 20112. 22
ringed at Clocaenog in 1999 (42 in 1998).

CROSSBILL (Loxia cuntirosta)
now COMMON CROSSBILL

GYLF|N GROLS
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:e breeding resident

'rved in small numbers at: RM-HP-WE plantations; Nercwys Mtn and Clo-
)s.

' tery records from HP plantation, in another very poor Sitka cone year: 3 pink
... 1 March and 2 on 23104; I over WE forest,24104; l in plantation on edge of

-: 07 ; 1+ WE forest. 9107 . (Only about 8 sightings in total from March to July in
.-lP plantations with a maximum count of 3,) 7 at Llandegla in October.

IL-LLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula) cocHyBERLr,4N
c.,*'COMMON BaLLFINCH
W:eding resident: few records received. Red List IBDJ BCCC tWE]

r:orded in small numbersfrom over ten ereas, including gardens. Max. numbers:
o TFR, 29/ll (3n,3fi. 13 ringed at Clocaenog. Reported from 5 BBS-squares
,l9o/o', see Appendix 7),

* l\\'FINCH (Coccothraustes coccothraustes)
-. scarce, localised (probable) breeding resident

GYLFINBR4FF

- . oniy report is via a BBS species count for SJ 0428.

JrOW BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis) RRASnRTi:RA
: , ::rlar coctstql winter visitor in small numbers. Amber List IBRJ

: .:t part of year: Peak of 46 (t) at Gronant on 10/01; last sightings ibiden20103.. .r recorded at POA (32 on l9l01; 30 on 10/02); Kinmel Bay (20 on 9/02); RML':.6 (4m + 2J) at 3/03; Pensarn Beach (a pair there from 1ll03); and at RSpB
- : rry with singles on 5/0 I and 17 101 .'.:nd period: first of winter, 5 at Pensarn Beach, 29ll0;6 on 31/10. Regular at
:-.rnant Beach throughout autumn and winter (lst on 2l1l;max:34.) Up to 43

,.:r at POA (l 12112).
-.usual sighting: one reported at Clocaenog on 2/t l(tbc)l

r ELLOWHAMMER (Emberizo citrinella)
: 'rtnerl! common breeding resident

MDLYN YR DITH|N

Reported from about twenty locations. Largest count: 50 at Llanasa, lg/02.
Recorded in small numbers at BHP{, Coedpoeth ( 4 m + 2 f on Sl04); Cefir Castell
{SH 904757); Cymau; Dyserth (where reported as'common, at 5J047776 and
risiting garden feeders); Greenfield Dock; Gresford; Gwespyr Scarp, Llandegla (11
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in November); Llane$dd (SH 979734); Mynydd Glyn Lws; Pentrebychan; Old
Railway Course, Rhuddlan (7 on 9/01); Ruabon; Sutton Green (SJ 405485); Bryn
Arddyn; Hafod; Rhosymedre; Rhosymadoc; Tremeirchion (SJ 094732); Wrexham
Golf Club; Pwllglas (SJ 120550); Shotton Lagoons; RSPB Conwy but not seen or
heard again at AWCP and the only record for the RM area was a tn singing nr
Britannia Inn, 17 April.

REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)
Breeding resident. Red List [BD] BCCC

BRAS Y CYRS

Recorded in only afew areas:
Inland:5 or 6 birds feeding in rapeseed pheasant cover, Wynnstay, Ruabon, 10/01; I
at Dolwen Reservoir, l0/10.
Coastal: 2 m at Gronant reed-bed on 7l0l; I at Rhyl Golf Course, 14103 and 8104; 1

n, Rhyl-Prestatyn Prom, 7105; 4 breeding territories at BHPf (5-8 during 1992-98);
2 birds singing on territory at POA, 12105;5 pairs nested at Shotton lagoons with 4
young fed in June; 4 at Gronant Beach, 131 l0 and 4 pairs bred at RSPB Conwy.

CORN BUNTING (Miliaria calandra) BtL4syRyD

Scarce localised breeding species. Red List IBDJ BCCC

Maintaining a very precarious presence: 2 singing males at Shotwick fields and 2
territorial males at Sealand/Sandycroft fields (WDA surveys). t2, briefly, at Bodel-
wydden, Denbighshire, 22 I 04.

ESCAPES
BALD lBlS Geronticus eremita
I reported from field in Alyn Valley, Gresford and at least one other near A55 to-
wards Northop. Four escaped fiom Chester Zoo in Decemberl

EAGLE OWL Bubo bubo
1 in the Border Pool area, IMF for several days in June.
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'Snow Buntings' by Ron Plummer
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Appendix 1.' Sample records from Llyn Brenig log-book ,1999

Little Grebe

Great Crested
Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Greylag Goose

Canada Geese

Wigeon

Teal

Mallard

818

2+2
2j
56
73
6-

23

2I 4

l0

2

3

4+
2j
2

5 J

I8

I 12
ll 4+

4j
2+
4j

2+
4j

7

2

2 69527 6 l+
4j

24

Tufted Duck

Goldeneye

Goosander

Hen Harrier

Buzzard

Kestrel

Merlin

Peregrine

Red Grouse

Coot

5s3

2l
)

2

J

22

7

2

1

5

I 3 I

j

I

6

I

2

63lll

2 21331014
+2j

80

JFMAMJJASONDsPrc/fls

1

I

t2

)

ll

)

1

5

I

5

75

4

2

j

I

3

24

9

2

6

2

lll1

5

I

I

60 65

11 8

7

I

I

14

II

I

continued on next page



JFMAMJJASOND'rs

rcdfrom poge 80)

atcher 2 I 2 2+ { '/
2j

,t; -:: Plover 2

,.:1ing

)

lll34

cock

lll

,.rshank

- r10n J l+
2j
j

j

8

a

prs

nchat j

jr echat

- 3atear 2j

212 22

:.net 200

KEy: {: present but numbers not available; a dash indicates not present

Source : collated bY Louise Jones
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Appendix 2:Table of count totals for common birds in map surveys on World,s
End Estate, Llangollen, 1998 and 1999 (WE*) [John iawton Robertsl

SPECIES
Wood Pigeon
Cuckoo
Swallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Redstart

Blackbird
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Longtailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
lay
Magpie
Carrion Crow
Chaffinch
Goldfinch
Bullfinch

1998

4t
2

3

0
t7
3

2
78
11

8t
2s
28
t7
t2
l0
l1
4
9

55

9t

1999
45

2
3

3

25

5

2-3
t22
17

129

25

47
3l
ll
t4
t6
2
4

60
89

3

27
2

n1

t4
9

4
7
6
6
l3
ll5
4
7

2l
4

40
28

9
J

4
9
5

l3
103

2
5

Figures arefor presumed byedtlS fairs, derlvedfron singing male, slghtlng af pair, qlorm cqll,bird carrying nest msterial 
-or food, locating of nest etc. Mithottolog,: ,*ti itt ground excep,t

Jield eentres barren of birds, May l-June iS ind record all Uras ith specffied criteria. Map
loccttion of each pair. Always done on still mornings, preferably dry, beieen dawn chorus and
11.30h. Locatlon: SJ 2l4B-23_42. Habitat: upland irganic farm w,ith streanside pasture plus

conlfer and broad-leaved woodland,
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Appendix 3: B.T.O. Farmland Common Birds Census:

,roti, of breeding numbers from territory mapping, March - July'

-99, Loialityl Llanasa, Clwyd [Flintshire] Authors: E' &'L' Jones

Ilabitat: mixed farmland, mainly graztng; small field and copses'

(fen morning visits in good weather)

tea : 87.7 ha Average altitude = 170'0m Map Reference: SJ 100817

B3

1

3

2

5N

1

4

4

2

t2

15

1l

t2

3

1

ecies

Mallard
Buzzatd

Kestrel

Red-legged partidge

Pheasant

Lapwing

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Herring Gull

Stock Dove

Woodpigeon

Collared Dove

Tawny Owl

Swift

Great Spotted WoodPecker

Skylark

Swallow

House Martin
Meadow Pipit

Pied Wagtail

Wren

Dunnock

Robin

Redstart

Wheatear

Blackbird

Fieldfare

Song Thrush

Mistle Thrush

5 Whitethroat
'/ Garden Warbler

I Blackcap

2 Chiffchaff
2 Willow Warbler

2 Goldcrest

1 Longtailed tit
1 Coal Tit
9 Blue Tit
5 Great Tit
I Nuthatch

I TreecreePer

'/ Jay

4N Magpie

3N Jackdaw

49N Rook

3N Carrion Crow

I Raven
./ Starling
( House Sparrow

'/ Tree Spamow

21 Chaffinch

'/ Brambling

2 Greenfinch

I Goldfinch

'/ siskin

6 Linnet

l3 Yellowhammer

56

N = nest count/= present, no clusters



Appendix 4t Extracts from monthly sea watching records r lggg
Rhyl Promenade - The Grand, Prestatyn

Author: Roger Bagguley

SPECIES J};MAMJJISONI)

Red-throated Diver

Great Crested
Grebe

Fulmar

Cannet

Grey Heron

Mute Swan

Wigeon

Scaup

Common Scoter

Red-breasted
Morganser

Merlin

Oystercatcher

Turnstone

Sandwich Tern

Little Tern

Razorbill

Skylark

Swallow

House Martin

Wheatear

Notes:

133

200

t2

60 15

7

4

7

I
J

6

5 200 10 10

150

l9

Good numbers of Cormorant, Herring Gull and Black-headed Gull seen

throughout the year

Maximum counts only are shown
Total species :25

84

7

30

50

4

20 50

30

2

2

3

2

1

l0

)

l0

6

20

I

I



ApPendlx 5: Ringing Totals

Clocaenog Forest (Bronbannog SJ 0352)

Author: Ian SPence

Snecies

""r,,vhawk

:r1 Owl

< Woodpecker

, iolv

,: Pipit

, .:orv Pipit

- rock

: -:lnft

' .: ibird

-: Thrush

" : :,,,, ing

::hopper Warbler

: .:ge Warbler

: .:l Warbler

..ser Whitethroat

'ttethroat

--len Warbler

t ,ckcap

..low-browed Warbler

'rtTchaff

::low Warbler

8J

1999

INER
22
2l
ll
55

34304
242 l9l 5l

continued overleof

2

ll

4

I

t4

7

5

63

15

67

t'l
15

7

8

3

49

l0

60

t7

l3
,7

8

3

I

l5

46

I

ll
45

532

1998

NE RI

6

J

4

I

5

J

2

72

30

306

28

234

I

2

49

t4

70

4

t7

I

1

2

43

t4

67

4

13

13

l8

32

l3

23

35

RI

28 )

2

22

1997

NB

I

2

ll
6

9

3

2

6

9

J

)

1

2

I

2

30

8

36

8

34

I

t8

I

l5

23

I

18

I

t4

2l

I

1



Ringing totals continued

Snecies

Goldcrest

Pied Flycatcher

Long-tailed Tit

Marsh Tit

WillowTit

Coal Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Treecreeper

Jay

Chaffinch

Goldfinch

Siskin

Redpoll

Bullfinch

Reed Bunting

1997

I NB R

1r9 tt7 2

t7

I

t2

6

55

9

I

I

t4

I

8

6

44

7

I

1

J

4

1t

2

I

13

t4

6

1

l3

13

6

I

1998

INE
l16 lll

11
29 2l

R

5

8

t9

7

25

7

127
7

205
7

I

8

6

l8

42

l8

6

5

6

18

40

l6

6

1

J

)

2

1999

I NB B

r77 170 7

46

I

2l

l1

90

8

I

I

I

t6

I

l3

10

8l

7

I

I

7

30

8

I

9

I

I

8 7

l6

l3

2

I

61)

l3

)

TITALS: 39 spzaas 414 383 3l 874 743 l3l

Key:
T = Totals
NB = New Birds
R = Re-traps

86

958 805 153



Appendix 6: Welsh Raptor Study Group Report Totals for 1999

Species

:.-r OWI

(n: l)
, _ zard

qn = 16)

, ,nawk

(n= 1)

-. . Harrier

(n:3)

'.::lf€l

(n:9)

, rs-eared Owl

(n:2)

1::l in

(n :4)
: r:egrine

(n=e)

:::rrowhawk

(n :2)
-.,.lny Owl

(n =10)

- :,s Raven

(n = 13)

(Vice-counties Flintshire and Denbighshire only)
(n = occupied nests only)

Eggs Young hatched
(minlmum) (minlmum)

Totals 3 3

Average 3.00 3.00

Totals 33 24

Average 2.06 I,50

Totils 3 3

Average 3.00 3,00

Totals 15 12

Average 5.00 4,00

Totals 41 36

Average 4,56 4,00

Totals 7 7

Avorage 3.50 3,50

Totals 19 18

Average 4.75 4,50

Totals 24 17

Average 2.67 l.B9

Totals I 8

Average 4.00 4,00

Totals 2l 17

Average 2,10 1,70

Totals 58 40

Average 4.46 3.08

97

Young fledged
(mlnlmum)

3

3.00

2t

1.31

3

3.00

10

3.33

34

3.78

4

2.00

l8

4.50

t3

1.44

8

4.00

12

1.20

33

2.54

It-



Appendix 7(a)z BBS (BTO) Specles Summary for Clwyd, 1999

N =number ofsquares occupied

PROP = proportion of squares occupied

MfulN = mean of the highest counts from early or late visits across squares

MAX = maximum number counted on a site visit

TOTAL = total of highest counts

MEAN

1,2000

2,0000

4.0000

2.0000

5.0000

4.8000

6.0000

9.0000

1.0000

1,538s

1.2000

1.0000

1.0000

1.0000

1.0000

2.7857

4.0000

5.5000

4.0000

2.0000

2.5000

1.0000

2:t778

2,0000

8B

'l

SPECIES

GRF]Y HERON

MU'IE SWAN

CANADAGOOSE

SHELDUCK

MANDARIN

MALLARD

TUF'TED DUCK

RUDDY DUCK

SPARROWHAWK

BUZZARD

KESTREL

RED GROUSE

BLACKGROUSE

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE

GREYPARTRIDGE

PHEASANT

MOORHEN

COOT

OYSTERCATCHER

RINGED PLOVER

LAPWING

SNIPE

CURLEW

BLACK.HEADED GULL

N PROP

t9

4

t9

4

4

38

4

4

t2

50

l9

4

4

4

4

54

t2

I
4

4

I
4

35

l2

5

I

5

I

I

IO

I

I

3

l3

5

I

I

I

I

t4

3

2

I

I

1

I

9

3

2

2

l0

2

5

l4

6

9

I

3

)

I

I

I

I

l5

6

7

4

2

3

I

7

2

I

39

t2

11

4

2

t
I

?s

6

Eta



SPECIES

.]R BLACK.I]ACKED GULL

].}G GULL

I ,.- PIGEON

.K DOVE

,IPIGEON

{RED DOVE

ioo
..1

.TFISHER

\ WOODPECKER

] {I SPOTTED WOOD-
. KER

iSER SPOTTED WOOD.
..KER

' ': 
I-ARK

\LLOW

SE MARTIN

,E PIPIT

. \DOW PIPIT

-I'Y WAGTAIL

] :D WAGTAIL

]PER

REN

.NNOCK

]BIN
.::DSTART

HINCI.IAT

.] ONECTI,AT

IIEATEAR

JT,ACKBIRD

IONG THRUSH

t/ PNOP

23

3l

t2

27

88

58

27

42

4

4

3l

27

100

62

I
27

8

42

4

96

85

92

35

l2

4

l9

96

73

MEAN

87.5

2.7500

6.6667

1.5714

11.5652

4.9333

1.7 t43

3.9091

1.0000

1.0000

1.3750

2.8571

7.5385

6.4375

1.0000

19.1429

1.0000

L4545

3.0000

9.0800

3.1818

6.4167

2.2222

4.0000

5.0000

2.2000

10.5600

2.842t

MAX

500

6

l5

3

28

l8

4

l0

I

I

3

TOTAL

525

1''

20

ll
266

74

t2

43

I

I

ll

6

8

3

7

23

l5

7

ll
I

I

8

4 1.0000

7

26

l6

2

7

1

ll
I

25

11

24

9

3

I

5

25

l9
89

7

24

26

I

62

I

3

3

33

l4

26

6

5

5

{

20

9

20

t96

r03

)

134

)

t6

3

227

70

t54

20

t2

5

ll
264

54

I

I I



SPECIES

MISTLE THRUSH

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER

SEDGE WARBLER

LESSER WHITETHROAT

WHITETHROAT

GARDEN WARBLER

BLACKCAP

WOOD WARBL-ER

CHIFFCHAFF

WLLOWWARBLER

GOLDCREST

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER

PIEDFLYCATCHER

LONG.TAILEDTIT

WILLOWTIT

COALTIT

BLUE TIT

GREATTIT

NUTH,ATCFtr

TREECREEPER

JAY

MAGPIE

JACKDAW

ROOK

CARRJON CROW

RAVEN

STARLING

HOUSE SPARROW

CHAFFNCH

GREENFINCH

N PROP

65

4

4

4

42

27

62

4

58

85

38

23

l9

38

4

23

88

8l

3l

31

3l

92

't'7

58

100

t9

58

62

100

65

MEAN

2.7647

1.0000

3.0000

1.0000

2.0909

1.8571

2.187s

1.0000

4.2000

s.1364

2.8000

t.6667

1.8000

2.5000

r.0000

3.0000

8. l 304

3.6190

1.s000

1.6250

1.2500

6.9167

14.1000

12.6000

13.2692

2.4000

20.6000

12.0000

9.1923

2.9412

MAX

1l

t

3

t

5

3

4

I

l0

l0

8

3

3

1

I

8

37

l0

J

4

3

27

82

70

4t

3

70

62

23

6

T'OTAL

47

I

3

I

23

13

35

I

63

113

28

l0

9

25

I

l8

187

76

t2

l3

l0

166

282

189

345

t2

309

192

239

50

l7

t

I

I

ll
7

t6

I

l5

22

l0

6

)

l0

I

6

23

2l

8

8

8

24

20

l5

26

5

l5

t6

26

t7

90



SPECIES

]J]INCI.I

rl
':R REDPOLL

..INCH

IINCII

OWI]AMMER

] BUNTING

:,J, SPECIES:90

ff PROP

62

35

l5

t9

4

t2

t9

MEAN

6.312s

6.5556

3.0000

1.8000

1.0000

1.6667

2.8000

MAX

2l

l5

3

3

I

2

4

TOTAL

l0t

59

9

9

I

5

t4

t6

9

4

5

I

J

5

Appendix 7(b):BTO BBS squares for 1999
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Appewlix Zc): SELECTED BBS SPf,CIES COUNTS for I km sque res

Buz.zqrd

Black
Grouse

Lapwing

Reed
Bunting

SH SH
8453 8574

SJ

I 345

SJ

0165

SH SJ

8453 I 85 I

SH
9364

SJ SJ

tt44 1673
SJ SJ

l85l 3'.t49

SH SH SH
9173 9176 9s69

SH SJ SJ

9644 0165 0478
SJ

0882

Grey
Partridge

Snipe

Curlew SH
8453

Stock Dove SJ

0882

Cuckoo SH
9173

Lesser Spot-
ted

Woodpecker

Skylark

t673

SH
8453

Yellow-
hammer

sJ si
1963 2464

SJ SJ

1345 1572

SJ SJ

2547 3348

1673 1865

SJ SJ

l85l 2464

SJ

3749

SJ

2541

SJ

t673

SJ

0165
SJ

lL44
SJ

2547

SJ

r572

SJ SJ SJ

0165 0882 1345
SJSJ

SJ

SH
8574

S.I

0882
SJ SJ SJ SJ

1284 1345 2547 3749

Tree Pipit SH SJ

8574 n44

Whinchat SH SJ SJ

8453 1345 2547

Grasshopper SJ

Warbler 2541

Spotted
Flycatcher

WillowTit
286i

Bullfinch SH SJ SJ

9364 0882 1865

Hawfinch SJ

0478

SH SH SH SH
8453 9364 9569 9644

SJ

lr44
SJ

1963

SJ

SJ

0882
SJ

n44

SH SH
8453 8574

SJ SJ

1963 2464

SJ SJ

l34s 2s14

92

SJ

2365

SJ

1284



Appendlx 8(a): Selected list of birds ringed in Ctwyd in 1999
Merseyside Ringing Group

ADULTS PULLI
(nestli4es or chicks)

-apwing

l),stgrcatcher

Curlew (bred Cilcain Moor)

Jommon Tern

\leadow Pipit

'*'ren

Dunnock

3.obin

\\rh inchat

Wheatear

Blackbird

Song Thrush

Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Whitelhroat

Garden Warbler

Blackcap

Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler

Goldcrest

Pied Flycatcher

Long-tailed lit

WillowTit

Coal Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit
'lreecreeper

Chaffinch

Greenfinch

Bullfinch

Reed Bunting

6

3

I

552

4

28

l3

t2

28

9

24

144

9

ll
26

l3

28

J

7

25

2

2

60

ll
I

42

t27

3

42

93

50

50

18



Appendix 8(6/: Selected controls/recoveries for Clwyd, 1999
(Merseyside Ringlng Group)

GREYHERON 1287060

l(3/4) 03.04,1997 Oakmere, Delamere, Cheshire
XL 18.02.1999 PenycaeReservoir,Clwyd 37km 233"
(Leg bone and ring only found)

MUTE SWAN Z54I8I
8F 07.11.1989 Rhyl
R 25.08.1990 TheMere, Shropshire
S 24.12.1998 Four Crosses, Powys (Hit wires. Fate unknown)
X n,A5J999 Much Wenlock, near Telford, Shropshire

SPARROWHAWK DK54978
lM (5/5) 21,07.1997 Moreton, Wiral
XF 28.02,1999 Shotton, Clwyd
(Found freshly dead inside Steelworks store)

SPARROWHAWK DK54O85
3M 12.09.1998 Thurstaston, Wirral
XF 17.02.1999 Rhyl, Clwyd

OYSTERCATCHER FVO88I3
4 23.09,1979 Point of Ayr
X 21.09.1999 West Kirby, Wirral
(Found dead on beach)

CURI,EW FS4O887

2 17.11.1974 Point ofAyr, Clwyd
R (6) 17.05.1996 Near Alte Piccardie, Weser-Ems, Germany
(7852 days. Delayed reporting through re-ringing: 4094464)

PIED FLYCATCHER J8638I8
I 10.06.1995 Garthewin, Clwyd
RB(4F) 16,04,1999 Nant, Gwynedd
(Colour-ringed bird. Caught with male. Controller J. Wright)

BLACK.HEADED GULL 8H42356
I 11.06.1978 Shotton
R(8) 19.03.1998 Pennington Flash, Leigh
(7221 days. Leigh Ringing Group)

COMMON TERN SX64664
I 16.06.1996 Shotton Steel Works
V 26.12,1999 OffMauretania, SENEGAL (l6014\1, 16'52'W)
(Caught at sea and released)
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]'}LMON TERN XS2O657

.8.08. 1982 Shotton Steel Works
; 09.06.1991 Seaforth, Liverpool
, 14.05.1992 Seaforth;W 30.05.1992 Seaforth
,' 30.05.1994 Seaforth; VV 16.05.1995 Seaforth
, 20.05.1996 Seaforth; VV 16.05.1997 Seaforth
, 10.05.1998 Seaforth
,' (Also seen four times to 14.07.1998. 5754 days)

),},MON TERN SX64811

)8.07,1996 Shotton Steel Works
12.08.1999 Seal Sands, Teesmouth, Cleveland, England

)MMONTERN SX648II
28.07.1997 Shotton Steel Works
22.08,1999 Seal Sands, Teesmouth, Cleveland, England

]-1CKCAP N58I46I
, 1 8.07,1999 Llyn I'lelyg, Near Rhuallt, Clwyd
: 12.09.1999 Walton in Gordano, Avon

PIED FLYCATCHER J286343

l(8/8) 06.06,1994 Ltewesog Hall, Prion, Clwyd
RB(4F) 20.05.1997 Glyr Arthur, Near Llangwfhn, Clwyd
RB(4r) 22.05.1998 Glyn Arthur
RB(4D 24.05,1999 Glyn Arthur
{1813 days)

PIED FLYCATCHER N580586
l(8/8) 01.06,1998 Cilcain, Mold
RB(4D 01.06.1999 Downholme, North Yorkshire

PIED FLYCATCHER K899OO7

I 07.06.1997 Bryn Rhyd-Yr-Arian, Clwyd
RB 05.06.1999 Glyn Arthur, near Llangwyfan, Clwyd
(Ringer J.P.Moulton)

PIDD FLYCATCI-IER K263995
1(6/6) 19.06,1996 Creal FIow, Thirlmere, Cumbria
RB(F) 16.05, 1999 Llewe sog Flall, Prion, Clwyd
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Appendix 9r TOTAL WeBS COUNTS FOR THE DEE ESTUARY 1999
(Wales & England)

MONTHLY TOTALS Jan Feb Mar Ap, May June

Red-throated
Diver

Little Grebe

Great Crested
Grebe

Cormorant

Little Egret

Grey Heron

Spoonbill

Mute Swan

Beivick's Swan

\\hooper Swan

Pink-footed Goose

Greylag Goose

Canada Goose

Barnacle Goose

Dark-bellied Brent
Goose

Pale-bellied Brent

Ruddy Shelduck

Shelduck

\!'igeon

Gadrvall

Garganey

Teal

\{allard

,s

3rd 21st 2lst l8th l6th t3th

400200

July

l Srh

0

Aug

l6th

0

Sept

l2th

0

Oct
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0

Nov

28th

0

859122382713235
14 I 7 8 4 16 0 6 I 16 8

208

3

3l

0

74

42

0

4

7

t027

I

I

lll
3

27

0

90

48

0

136

8

365

0

0

100

I

l8

I

96

0

0

2

t2

169

I

0

l4l

I

39

,

39

0

0

2

7

36

I

0

158

0

4t

0

l7

0

0

2

0

27

0

0

193

I

35

0

l2

0

0

I

l5

468

0

0

381

5

80

0

18

0

0

0

30

I 170

I

0

541

2

76

2

73

0

0

0

43

t347

I

0

138

1

23

0

72

39

2

I

0

l0t2

I

0

3l

I 002

0

0

136 178

0l
4t 38

l0
486
00
00
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30
52 18

00
00

00
20

497 2286

44
512
t0
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288 774

2t080
0210

tt67 lt73 1297 s45

2310 1008 293 t8

329215
0000

4544 t449 220 55

1734 587 526 214
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00008
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3 613 48t 558 2751
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ILY Jan Feb

321
Apr May June

18 16 13

Aug Sept

t6 t2
Nov D,

28i
Mar

2l
July

18

Oct
l0

0

4

t2
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0

0
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0

52

0

0

I

)
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28
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ted Duck

E-* r,o,",

piJeneye

lo*n
I

lC-breasted
herganser

f,ulosander

h,Jdy Duck

*ater Rail

D[oorhen

q"stercatcher

Lntle Ringed
Pnover

Ringed Plover

Golden Plover

Gney Plover

Lapwing

Frnot

Sanderling

[-irtle Stint

Curlew Sandpiper
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28

))

J

0

0
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)
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0

3

0
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0
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0
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)

9

0
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0
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0
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4

42

0

0

0
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MONTHLY
TOTALS

Purple Sandpiper

Dunlin

Ruff

Jack Snipe

Snipe

Bk-tailed Godwit

Bar.tailed Godwit

Whimbrel

Curlew

Spotted Redshank

Redshank

Greenshank

Green Sandpiper

Wood Sandpiper

Cmn Sandpiper

Turnstone

Sandwich Tern

Common Tern

Arctic Tern

Little Tern

Kingfisher

Red-crested Pochard

GreatNorthern Diver

Shag

Creen-winged Teal

Kentish Plover

Black Swan

Jan Feb Mar
32121

June July Aug Sept

13 18 16 l2
Apr May
18 16

Oct Nov
l0 28

30

30857

4

J

180

l 170

553

0

4490

4
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4

I

0

0
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0

0

0

0

0

0
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0
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3 100

0

0
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0
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0
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0

0
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0
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0
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0
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0
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0
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0
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0
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0
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Appendix 10r Selected WeBs Counts for Inland Clwyd, 1999

Little Grebe

G Crested Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Greylag Goose

Canada Goose

Gadwall

Teal

Mallard

Shoveler

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Goldeneye

Moorhen

Co-ordinators: Elvet and Louise Jones

Table 10 (a/.'Dolwen (SH 973703)

Jan Feb Mar Apr June July Aug Sept

2nd 20th 20th lgth llth 16th l4th llth
863--148
- 1 2 2 2 2t+2j 4

Oct Nov Dec
l0th 25th 29th

1385
1-

I

I

2

a

531
l9

4

t77

5

11

9

I

6

5 4
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-12-
18 28 15 l1 10 t420

I

7 108
3

ioot

Snipe

f,l 21 14 23 48 87 100 30 2s 32

59
l-
-10-20
- 1500 2N

3

Kingfisher

Bk-headed Gull

Common Gull

Herring Gull

Buzzard

Peregrine

a

30 32

18
1

99

I
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Table 10 (b): Llyn Brenig (SH 9755)

Jan Feb Mar Apr June July Aug Sept Oct Nov

Little Grebe

Gt Crested Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Greylag Goose

Shelduck

Wigeon

Teal .

Mallard

Tufted Duck

Goldeneye

Goosander

Coot

Oystercatcher

Curlew

Redshank

Cmn. Sandpiper

Bk-headed Gull

Common Gull

Lesser B-b Gull

Herring Gull

Kestrel

Buzzard

Merlin

2
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I

)
I

I

6

I

2

)
nt

)4

5

2
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I

I 4+lj 2+1:

2

-1
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l0 t2

27

6

3l

J

5

2
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4

I

)
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2
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-2

- 3 613+j ll l0 7
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14 s0 lz+i 4 -

l.
22216-
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Little Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Mute Swan

Mallard

Shoveler

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Ruddy Duck

Moorhen

Coot

Oystercatcher

Snipe

Bk-headed Gull

Common Gull

Herring Gull

Kestrel

Table 10(c)z Flint Industrial Site
Private Site (SJ 238737)

Jan Feb Mar Apr June JulY Aug SePt

3rd 21st 2lst 18 llth lSth l5th 12

l--221
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4
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J

I
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Table lh(d): Llyn Helyg (SJl177)

Jan Feb Mar Apr June July Aug Sept
lzrh

1

Oct
loth

Nov
l3th

Dec
26th

I

Little Grebe

Gt Crested Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Mute Swan

Greylag Goose

Canada Goose

sheldubk

Wigeon
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Teal
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Tufted Duck
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Lapwing
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J

2
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I
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6 2

2

)
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Birds and Biodiversity

by Anne Brenchley
BTO Representative for Clwyd East

Does it matter and why should we care?

Biodiversity is so important because without the wide range of plants and animals
around us we would not be able to survive on this planet. No life form, however big
or small, lives in isolation from other living things. Each contributes to the balance
of nature and the survival of the planet. We as human beings are also part of this
balance but the impact of our activities can change things far more dramatically than
any other creature on earth. We have a responsibility for our actions and we can
easily lose forever many plants and animals, which have evolved through thousands
of years, by not understanding or ignoring the implications of our actions. The
destruction ofspecies and the habitats in which they live could put our very existence
in danger.

Our quality oflife is greatly enriched by the variety ofspecies and habitats around us.

Many species are already known to benefit us through medicine, food production,
health care etc., but there are other species whose potential is yet unknown. Since
our knowledge is so limited, it makes sense to conserve as many species as possible.

We owe it to future generations not to destroy the heritage that can enrich their lives.
Our culture is closely linked to landscapes and wildlife and the Welsh countryside
has inspired many great poets, painters, writers and composers in the past and
hopefully will continue to do so.

The UK Blodiversity Action Plan
In 1994, as a direct result of the Convention on Biological Diversity (the "Earth
Summit" in Rio de Janeiro in 1992), the UK Government published "Biodiversity:
the UK Action Plan". Since then more documents have been produced, detailing
how action might be undertaken at national and local levels, and for the first time
costed habitat and species action plans have been published,

Local Biodiversity Action Plans
The most effective means of achieving biodiversity action at a local level is through
the preparation of Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs). Throughout Wales,
LBAPs are being produced and in NE Wales, the Countryside Council for Wales
(CCW) and local authorities are taking the lead on action for habitats and species

known to be special or under threat within the area. Birds are species of particular
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concern. Many species that were once common are no longer regularly sighted. This

is known from the results of specific surveys undertaken by volunteers and
professional specialists organised by the British Trust for Ornithology, the RSPB,

CCW, Forest Enterprise and local bird clubs.

The plans are intended to be both a product and a process. Ideally the LBAP will be

working document to be continually worked on and updated, Real targeted action

will be identified and it will be the responsibility of local working groups to push the

Action PIan along, revise it and monitor progress. Hopefully, the reasons why
certain species are declining rapidly and others are on the verge ofextinction in NE
Wales can be identified and action taken to reverse the decline.

Actlon in NE lYales
There are many bird species, identified for action in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan,

that are particularly relevant to Clwyd. In addition to this list the voluntary
conservation organisations produced a list of high (Red list species) conservation

concern. The following list is a compilation of species relevant to Clwyd'

Birds of Conservolion Concern ln NE Wales:

Common Scoter, Merlin, Block Grouse, Grey Partriclge, Nightiar, Skylark'
Song Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher, Tree Sparrow, Linnel, Bul(inch, Reed

Bunling, Corn Bunting

In the years to come, specific action will be identifred for these species and many of
us will be able to contribute information that informs these actions or will help with
practical conservation work. In the meantime, the Clwyd Bird Recording Group

would appreciate receiving all records for the above species until more details of local

action plans are available.

Anne tsrencfrfey fias 6een a Eeen ornitfi.o[ogist since joining loC at
tfie age of nine. She 6ecq;rne afut(yoC [ea"der in her tuenties andfed
two hofrtrays to tfie Cota Donana- Anne fottowed fi.e,r ts,9c, tn Zoofogy
with a Doctorate in the hreefrng ffistrihution of rooLl As a yrofes-
siona[ ornitfiofogist, Anne frns worded across tfre tsritkfr Is[es q"nd

ahroad Sfie ts now Assistant Tearn fu4r;nager in NW fngfan{ for
Eng fi.s fr Natur e w w e ff as'B to }le g iona[ R eyr e s ent at fu e for C hv y d E as t,

Anne afsoyossesses afuff 'A'ringing frcence artdoyerates as yart of a
5{ort fr ^W afe s ringing y artner s hiy,

--<--<- -<,"i- -+-i i'i- -.. -.= :=.! -:.--11 < (- -,---1 -- < -:--<' -a.-- = 
1-
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BIRD of the YEAR:
BLACK GROUSE Tetrao tetrix

by Ron Plummer

The black grouse, Tetrao tetrix,isnow classed as one of Wales'most endangered

birds. Back in 1986, ttt*it piigf i *as noted but still the population has declined by up

to 600/o. The reasons foi ti-,i."atu'atic drop in numbeis is not fully understood and

survey work is continuing in the hope thai at least a partial solution can be found

before this species becomes extinct'

Ruabon Moor is 450 metres above sea level and can be a bleak' inhospitable place'

open to gusting *irat una Otiuing tuin but it can also be a beautiful' peaceful plateau

when the gold of the 
"uiiv 

rn"'niig sun dances on the purples and greens of the land

and the bubbling 'toof#in!;; of b"lack cock-at lek drifts eerily on the pre-dawn air'

Ground cover is *oinfv n.uif, ,i @'i'o tetralix' Erica cinerea and Calluna vulgaris)'

with cotton grur" loriopi;;*'qncusltfoltyl'i' bilb"tty (Vaccinium myrtillus) and

some self-seeded birch iBe tutto p'iail6' The forest at Llandegla and the adjacent

Ruabon Moor hold on.ihi.d oitht W"lth population of these wild and mysterious

creatures and many tong t ours have been 
'pini 

htt" watching the grouse fiom a safe

distance. It is informaiio' guintO from these observations that will hopefully provide

the answers we need to susiain future generations of this magnificent bird'

Black Grouse have been known to display throughout the yeartut the main lekking

season is fiom March untif *iA-ftAuV' Thi male is the noise'maker at these leks as he

tries to attract a mate whitst at the same time ward off any competition' be it from

adult birds or young pt.itnAtt'' Courtship display usually begins an hour before

sunrise and will contirrue in earnest for about thrie hours' By mid-morning the show

is over, and although ,o*e catling still takes place' most birds have gone offto feed'

6*iG the display] trr. *ur" wiliface an adversary' droop his head and wings' then

raise his tail to reveal'u iun of putt white feathert *hil*t all the time issuing a series

ofthroaty calls. These en"ountltt can be vicious but very rarely end in death' Young

males are recognisaUte Uy if,t A'ff brown rather than the glossy black of their wings

and also the t"r, prorni#ni U,igl't red bushy eyebrows' At communal leks' dominant

males usually take centre stagelwith the first'year males staying at the edges or even

lekking alone up to i-oO ,-rt"' u*uy' Females are rarely seen on the lek but

."rg"r"g-" in the tall grass at the edges to watch and wait' the mottled grey and fawn

of their plumage gi"f;;h; good Jamo'flage when sitting-on !ps.s' 
neing'limilar

in upprurunr.io tfrt E*ate iO grouse, the grey hen can be distinguished by the

lyre-shaPed end to her tail.
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At a co-ordinated count in April 1999,the area covering Llandegla forest and moor,

and Ruabon Moor, was watched with a total of 49 blackcock being recorded.

As the year wears on and the chicks are fledged, both sexes return to their feeding

grounds, At these areas there is no inter-mixing. If for any reason a male intrudes on

the female's patch, the hens will class the site as a lek and will move away. Hens, for

the duration of this study period, have not been known to encroach upon a male-

oriented feeding area. Within the forest, two such wintering grounds have been

discovered and regularly watched. The females prefer a sheltered spot, rich in
heather, cotton grass and bilberry, protected on three sides by Sitka spruce in which

they roost. The males, on the other hand, can be found feeding two miles away in a
deep, boggy ravine, open directly to the moor. There is little heather here but plenty

of bilberry and again Sitka spruce for roosting in.

In the forest at Llandegla, the owners, UPM-Shotton Paper and Tillhill Economic

Forestry have also been monitoring the Black Grouse' The tree line along the

moorland edge has been brashed to a height of two metres, and in some places

scalloped, to allow more light into the forest, Two rides exist, one at each end of the

forest, and the heather down their length is harvested in rotation every four years"

This keeps the older, woody growth of the heather to a minimum,

The forest is open to the public and there is a good network of tracks including part of
the Offa's Dyke Path that can be walked or cycled at any time, This is a working
forest and with machinery always on the move, care is needed if accidents are to be

avoided, Please take heed ofany warning signs.

Remember that if the grouse go, they are gone for good, Enjoy the splendour of the

area but allow the grouse their privacy so that their numbers may once again increase

and future generations of birdwatchers can marvel at the sight and sound of the

blackcock at lek.

Ron ?[ummer syent $ years in tfi.e lvterchant J'taty hefore settfrng
down as an. etectricaf tecfinicinn vith tfre Sfrotton ?ayer Comyany in
Deesi.de. 9{e is a Committee member of tleesile Sfaturafr,sts' Society and
assists with montfity ^Wetss courtts, Currentfy, Ran is heaMty itwo[ved
ttith tstacfr. Qrouse conservation on [an{ owne{ 6y his ernyhyers in
Ltandegta- 9,on frves 'witfi h,is wife andfamity in 3{o[yweff and enioys
w affr,ing, s fr.et c fring an"d y ainting.
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Gronant Little Tern Colony 1999

by Gareth Sfamp

Overall, 1999 was an excellent season at Gronant. A record 86 pairs returned to
breed with over 110 young fledging successfully, This outstanding result is due in

part to the favourable weather conditions but also to the sterling efforts of both

wardens and volunteers working at the colony. As in previous years, three dedicated

wardens along with volunteers, operated an efficient and effective 24 hour protection

scheme. This year we welcomed several new volunteers to the wardening team and

hope to encourage more volunteers in the future.

The colony infrastructure was set up similar to other years. The perimeter fence was

erected around the whole colony to dissuade people from walking over the shingle

area, An internal electric fence was also erected but, due to the nature ofthe beach,

it had to be sited on an area which proved less attractive to the terns. A hide was

located on a dune ridge overlooking the colony.

Despite having dissuaded the birds ftom nesting on the most unsuitable areas, by

using bunting stretched across these areas, the majority of the colony nested on

low-lying shingle, which was susceptible to tidal inundation. This required a lot of
effort on the part of the staff and volunteers to move nests and care for clutches whilst
the water was high. As in previous years, this proved highly successful with young

fledging from nests which had required this level of intervention. Some nests were,

however, inevitably lost despite our efforts. Disruption from people was low this year

as was the problem ofpredation. Predators included the usual fox and crows and,

towards the end of the season, we suflered the unwanted attentions of an individual
Kestrel. It will probably mean more chick shelters will be in use next year,

llhe RSPB is grateful to the Countryside Council .for Wales (CCW) for their continued

support and generous funding ofthe Little Tern proiect.J

Qaretfi Stamy has recentty reyfaced An[rew Qou{dstone as RS?ts
^Warden on tfie Dee Estuary an[ monitors tfie RS?ts reserl)e ftoffrngs
on the'Wekfr shore of tfie estuary, from "oint 

of Air to oafr.enfra[t
tularsh Gareth k one of tfre yourlger generati.on of ardent and sLifut
\irdwatchers in the Nortfr-'West of Tngfand and North ^Wa[es. ^What'

ever tfre weatfrzr, os a fartatkaf seuwatcfrer he is ti6ety to 6e found
scanning the waves from tfie dunes at ?oint of Air, Otherwise, if not
too tired he enjoys moth-trayying in his garden,
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Contributors

Ted Abraham*, Roger and Megan Bagguley, John Beaumont, John Birch, M.

Bird-Jones, Anne Brenchley, Mike Clark, E. G' Coleman, Alan Davies*,

Stephen Dixon, Ian Evans, Robin Fisher, Bryan Formstone, Andrew Gould-

stone*, Brian Grey*, Norman & Pauline Hallas, Dave Healey, J. Henson, I.W.

Hughes, M. Hughes*, Simon Hughes, Vernon Hughes, J. A. Jackson, Elvet and

Louise Jones, Gareth Jones, Helen Parry Jones, S. Jones, Paul Kenyon, M.

Kinnear, The Revd Hugh Linn, Iolo Lloyd*, Edward Lyons, John Marchant,

Emily Meilleur, John Moorcroft, G. E. Morris, Ralph Morris*, Geoff Neal*,

Ron Plummer, Brian and Wyn Prince, David Pugh*, D.F. and C.M. Richard-

son, John Lawton Roberts, Keith Roffey, Barry Rogers, C. Rowley*, Bob

ScotJ, Ian Spence, Andrew Gareth Stamp, John and Kevin Smith, John Stokes,

J. and E. Walker, David R. Willett, Graham Williams*, Marian Williams
(* refers to conftibutors from whom records were received indirectly)

Plus
BHP Petroleum Limited (Helen McSpadden)

Deeside Naturalists' Society, Connah's Quay Reserve

(Br ian Grey, S e cr et ary)
Merseyside Ringing Group

Welsh Development Agency Breeding Bird Surveys

Welsh Raptor Study Group Afl1ual Report

Wrexham Birdwatchers Annual Report

and the systematic lists for the following RSPB Reserves:

Bagillt Bank, Oakenholt Marsh and Point of Ayr
(Gareth Stamp, Assistant l[/arden, Dee Estuary

with aclcnowledgements to those recorders, including DNS members, wlto

provided reserve log records and to Brian Grey and David Pughfor the

WeBS counts and to Chester Rowley and the BHP Monitoring Programme.)

Inner Marsh Farm*
(Colin Wells,RSPB Site Manager, Dee Estuary Reserve

with acknowledgements to those who contributed to the IMF log book and

E.J. Abrahams, B.S. Barnacle, Steve Dixon, Andrew Gouldstone, and Gareth
Stamp)

Conwy RSPB Nature Reserve*
(Ian Higginson, Warden)

*Note: only parts of the IMF and Conwy Reserves relate to Clwyd as outlined on pages I 4- I 5 '
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GAZETTEER

Where appropriate (for sensitive sites and larger areas)

only four-flgure grid references are used

Abbrevla-
tlon

(if used)

Place name crid
Reference

Abbrevi-
ation

(if used)

Place name Grid
Reference

Acton Park sJ 345520 Erddig Park
Erddig Flash

sl 327482
sJ 336487

sJ 4e0370AWCP Alyn Waters
Country Park,

LlaY

sJ 332553
and

sJ 320546

FC

Fenn's Moss

BB Bagillt Bank sJ 235167 Flint Castle

Fagl Lane Quarry,
Hope

sl 248732

BHP Pool POA sI 124844 T[,Q sI 304583

Bod Petrual

Brickfields
PoolslReserve

sJ 037510 Greenfield Dock sJ 200780

sJ 013803 GITP

GF

Greenfield Her-
itage Park

sJ 1977

Bronbannog sJ 0352 Gresford Flash sJ 34s536

Burton, near
Rossett

st 357573 GL Gresford Lake sJ 348548

sJ 090845CLR Cae Llwyd
Reservoir

sJ 269478 Gronant Dunes

Clocaenog

Forest
sJ 0353 Gyfelia

Hanmer Mere

Horseshoe Pass,

near Llangollen

Inner Marsh Farm

sJ 328453

Coedpoeth sJ 2951 HM sJ 455397

CQR

CR

Connahs Quay
Reserve

sJ 270720 tlP sJ 185470

ConwyRSPB
Reserve

sH795775 IMF sJ 305735

Ddol Ushaf
Reserve

sJ 141714 I,LR Lindisfame Lake,
Ruabon

sJ 30M27

Dolwen
Reservoir

sH 973704 Llanasa sJ 106815

Dyserth sJ 056791 continued on next page
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GAZETTEER

Pentre Mawr
Park, Abergele

sH 943785Llanddulas sH 910785 PMPA

Point of Ayr sJ 130850Llandegla sJ 196525 POA

st 272593sJ 118840 PontybodkinLlawndy Farm

Rhyl Golf
Course

sJ 028824Llay st 33255'.1 RGC

Llyn Bran sJ 213663

sJ 24546s

sJ 368572

sJ 3071

sH 962592

sH 9755

sJ r177

st 205627

RM

Loggerheads

Llyn Brenig

Llyn Helyg

sJ 305449LPJ

sJ 2743

SLJ

SPJ

Rhydymwyn

Ruabon Moors

Shotton Lagoons

Stryt Las,

Johnstown

Small Pool near

Johnstown

Rossett

Marine Lake, Rhyl

Large Pool,
Johnstown

sJ 2943

sJ 000805

sJ 270465Tainant

sJ 124847

sl 312523

sJ 288504 Talacre

st 2944TFR

MLR

Tatham Farm,
Ruabon

T! Mawr Reset-

voir

Moss Valley

Nercwys Mountain

NE Wales
Institute, Wrexham

NantMill

sJ 275480

sJ 201766Walwen

NEWI

OMR

TMR

Warren Farm,

Talacre
sJ 115843

sJ 238478WE

sJ 2258

sJ 328513

sI 265722

sJ 2365 I 8

sH 950785

sJ 281452

World's End

Wrexham Indus-
trial Estate

Oakenholt Marsh
Reserve

Pendinas Reservoir

Pensarn

Penycae

Ysceifiog Lake

sJ 374e

sI 145715sJ 264s

WIE

YLPCR Penycae

Reservoir
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LOCAL SOCIETIES
Clwyd Omithological SocietY
The 'Clwyd', as it is known, is an ffirmal birdwatching group - we

meet in a pub near St. Asaph. In the winter months we have talks on

birds and other related topics; throughout the year we visit a variety of
places hoping to find birds etc. of interest.

Please join us . annual fee f,5

Contact the treasurer: Elvet Jones, Sandiway, Llanasa, Holywell CH8

9NE Phonet01745852984

Deeside Naturalists Society
A local natural history society, founded n 1973 to conserye flora and

fauna on Deeside and in the surrounding area. The Society has 500

members and holds monthly meetings and slide shows. The Nature

Reserve at Connah's Quay, alongside the Rlver Dee, has several hides

and a Field Studies Centre. (Permit required).

Current fees: Adult/Family f,9; Pensioners: f,5 Single, f7 Couple,

Juniors (under-18) and Students f 1.50

Membership enquiries: please contact
The Membership Secretary, Mrs Hazel Jones,

51 Upper Aston Hall Lane, Hawarden, Flintshire CH5 3EN.
Telephone: 01244 533406

Wrexham Birdwatchers styles itself as 'the small friendly group' and

members are aged from 8 to 80! We meet the first Friday and the

(alternating) third Saturday/Sunday of every month. The winter Friday

(indoor) prografilme runs from September to April and consists of a
series of lectures/slide shows, currently held in the Memorial Hall,

Gresford. The outdoor programme runs through the year. Social

Evenings and Weekends away are also held. A Bulletin is produced

regulady along with an Annual report. The current programme and

further details may be obtained from:
The Hon. Secretary, Marian Williams, 10 Lake View, Gresford, nr

Wrexham LLlz 8PU. Telephone: 01978'854633

Current fees: adult f7,family f,|2, juniors f,3, OAP & students f,4.
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BTO Regional Representatives:

Clwyd East: Anne Brenchley, Ty'r Fawnog, 43 Blackbrook,

Sychdyn, Mold, Flintshire CH7 6LT. Telephone: 01352 750118. E-mail:

ian&arne@imsab. idps. co. uk

Chvyd West: Mel ab Owain, 31 Coed Bedw, Abergele, Conwy'

LL22 7EU. E-mail: melabowain@cix.compulink.co.uk

NATIONAL GROUPS

For information on National Groups in Flintshire and Denbighshire,

please contact the following:

North Wales Wildtife Trust: Adrian Lloyd-Jones, Loggerheads Coun-

try Park, Llanferres, near Mold. Telephone: 01352 - 810469

RSPB: for local Memberc' Groups please contact

(North Wales) Paul Braid 01492 516260

(Chester) Bernard Wright 01829 782243

Welsh Ornithological Society: for information on the WOS, please

contact the Hon. Secretary, Paul Kenyon,196 Chester Road, Hartford,

Northwich, Cheshire CW8 lLG. Telephone: 01606 77960
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