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CLWYD BIRD RECORDING GROUP
was foundcd over 1cn years ago. It comprises representatives from a

variety of interested organisatior.rs. 'l'he membership for 2001 is as

follows:

Chairman and County Recorder: Norman Hallas
(also representing Wrexham Birdwatchers)

Hon. Secretary: Anne Brenchley (BTO East Clwyd Representative)

Hon. Treasurel': Elvet Jones (Clwyd Ornithological Society)
and

Andrew Dale (CCw)
Louise Jones (COS)

' Paul Kenyon (wos)
Ron Plummer IDNS)

Peter Rathbone (ex-offi cio)

Gareth Stamp (RSPB)

The inserted maps give some indication of the geographical and political
entity covered in this Report. Anotlrer change in local boundaries meant that,
in 1997, Clwyd ceased to exist as a county and F'lintshire, Denbighshire,
Abelconwy and Wrexham Unitary Autholities came into being to lulther
cornplicate our task. To foster continuity, we have emulated the Welsh
Ornithological Society in the adoption of the old Watsonian Vice-County
system. Thotrgh the title of 'Cl*yd BiLd Repofi' has been retained, our area

should be seen as consisting of vice counties 50 Denbigh (Dinbych) and 5l
Flint (Fflint). This decision has become inevitable beoause, unfortunately, the
boundaries ofthe nervly-created districts bear little resemblance to the original
county boundaries. For anyone unsLrre oflhe boundaries, the advice givcn is

to continue to submit records for those areas formerly regarded as being in
Clwyd. Any rvhich are not relevant to the nelv recording area will be passed

on to the appropriate County Recorder. To this end. it is imperative that an

appropriate place name and O.S. grid reference nutnber is included with any
records sent in.

4
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Welcome to the 2001 Clwyd Bird Report. As usual, my first task is to
thank those members of the Clwyd Bird Reoording Group fot the time
and effort which they have devoted to the work ofthe group during their
period of membership. Secondly, I must thanl all those who oontributed
to this report in any way. A list of Contributors is to be found at the end

of the Report and a note of acknowlcdgement is appended to this
editorial.

CBRG may be unique among bird gror.rps. We represent different inter-
ested parties, not one group or club, and our counly no longer exists as a

single administrative unit. Our primary aims are to produce an annual

report, catch-up on missitrg years, and develop and encourage ornitho-
logical data collection in our area and we are rnaking great strides ill
those directions (see below).

2001 will be remembered lor the tertible scourge ol Foot and Mouth
Disease which restricted access to the countryside and to many natttre
reserves. Our report reflects the consequential dearlh of records in this
regard. The other great influence was the bad weather which probably
had a deleterious effect on breeding bird populations.

This report is a summary of infonnation submitted and from which the
Recorder and others can make assessments as to status, distribution and

so on. It is neither desirable nor possible for all records to be published.
It is one of our functions, however, for all records to be archived by the

CBRG. This may be in written format or electrouic. The Group,
therefore, is endeavouring to update its ourrent syslem of recording and

archiving. With the development of conservation and the advet.rt of new
technology, the gradual move towards centralisation of record collection
will continue apace. We hold scveral years of valuable bird rccords,
rnainly in paper form. ln 2002, CBRG was fortunate to t'eceive a Spe-

cies Aotion grant from CCW to computerise records for some of the

species covered in the national Biodiversity Action Plan. The purchase

.,

EDITORIAL
Norman llallas



The question arises: has the concept of a Bird Report now outlived its
usefulness? 'lhe advent of Record Centres and the existence of altema-
tive sources of surent information in the form of web-sites, Birdline
reports and the like, may seem to suggest that. Somehow, however, I
feel thal there will be still a demand for a publication such as ours. My
aims have been twofold in producing such a document. One is

recreational - to make a collective record of bird sightings to remind
participant Birdwatchers ofwhat they and their colleagues have seen in
our area., and, where possiblc, to inform interested parties from outside
our area of what is going on. The second is that of conservation: to
give some indication of the 'health' or otherwise of an area. Irends
may be identified as signposts and parameters for action indicated. Of
oourse, more can be done in both ofthese direotions.

There are two more items I wish to mention before I can conclude this
editorial. First, because we now input information in to a program
which requires Grid References, I have had to include in our report a

neoessary reminder of the meohanism of such referenc es. (See enclosed
article). lnitially, I was sceptical of such a need and, moreover, I was
frightened that many olthose who do not use such co-ordinates may be

put ofl flom sending in records and they are many. May I say to
those people please continue to scnd in rccords evcn when you do not
feeI confident in using grid references.

F'inally, the other item to mention is that of securily. It goes without
saying that CBRG puts the interest of birds firs1. To this end, we ex-
clude information which may lead to harm, such as site details of
scarce breeding birds, unless in the public domain, and as a conse-
quence, we have asked the Welsh Raptor Study Group (WRSG) tcr

monitor our insertions regarding soarce raptors.
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of a laptop computer was enabled and the inputting of data on to the
Recorder 2002 database will soon commence. Eventually, these re-
cords will find there way on to a l-ocal Records Centrc, once it is set

up, and eventually on to a National Records Centre.



Boundary Changes

Boundary changes continue to cause conlusion among those who send
in records as well as among those who receive them. Please continue to
send in records as outlined in this report. Any which are not appropriate
to this area will be sent on to the relevant Recorder. Our area is as set
out on Page 4. I have not found it possible, or tried, to distinguish in
every instance between Flint (vc 51) and Denbigh (vc 50) records in this
report. However, familiarity with sites and a list of O.S. numbers (key
at the back of the report) should enable those who wish to disenlangle
them to do so. More productive, in my view, is the distinction between
ooastal and inland rccords. (ln fact, in essence, this consists to a large
extent of thc distinotion betrveen Flintshire and Denbighshire
respectively.)

7

Particular problems occur on the norlh-eastern, the north-western and
the south-eastern extremities of our area. hr the first of these areas, the
boundary cuts across the Dee estuary and runs through the RSPB Inner
Marsh Farrn Reserve to the exclusion olmost olthe Reserve which is in
Cheshire. I have thus only included records which are relevant to our
area (the Border Pool and some ol the surrounding fields are in
Flintshire). A similar prescription applies to the north-western
boundary. The WOS position on this, is that vc 49, Caernarfon,
"corresponds to the pre-1974 administrative county of Caemarfonshire.
However, the new County Borough of Conwy straddles the old county
boundary between Caernarfon and Denbighshire along the River
Conwy. Here records from west of the R. Conwy should be scnt to the
Caeraarfon Recorder and from the east of the river to the Denbigh
Reoorder." Flowever, the position may not be so straightforward: the
county boundary cuts through the RSPB Conrvy Reserve so that only
onethird is in Denbighshire. It then runs noflh to Rhos-on-Sea and puts
the Ormes and Llandudno into Caernarfon. I have thus included those
records from RSPB Conwy which I regard as pertinent and in the belief
that this is what our readers would wish although I have specifically



excluded those rarities which have been attributed to Caemarfonshire.
Records lor Caemarfon should be sent to

John Barnes, Caernat'fon Recorder, F'ach Goch, l[/aunfau,r,
. Caernurfon, Gwynedd LL55 lYS

and/or to
Rhion I'ritchard, Edilor, Cambrian Bird Report, Pant Afitnig,

Hafod Lane, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 lBU

The third area mentioned is that of the meres and mosses along the
border area with England, There is a dearth olrecords for these areas.

The probability is that they are covered by other groups. Hanmer
Mere, our only mere in the Lakeland area, and Fenns and Bettisfield
Mosses, are probably covered by Shropshire recorders as well as Eng-
lish Nature at Whixall Moss. Notwithstanding this, we would still wel-
come records from such areas.

This report is a summary of submitted information from which the
Recorder and others can make assessments as to status, distribution
and so on. As explained above, not all records can be published but
CBRG wilt attempl to archive every record in either written format or
electronic. The updating ofour system may allow the direct inputting
ofrecords from a spreadsheet format. Such reoords should be sent to:

anne.brenchley@cbrgl.itlps.co.uk
Similarly, CBRG may also be able in future to make use of digital
photographs and we would welcome such contributions.

I lrope that people will welcome this reporl and find it of interest. We
have a diversity of habitats and thc 220 species or so which are found
in this report are partly a reflection ofthat. They are also an indicator
of observer activity and I hope that readers will respond favourably in
that direction.
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Finally, a word on methodologies. I have made use of all kinds of
record in this report, from the casual reporting, whether on an

individual or a group basis, 1o systematic and objective study. All are

welcome and more of both are to be encouraged.
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NOTES ON THE SUBMISSION OF RECORDS

Standard recording forms are available from the CBRG Secretary and

it would be most useful if these could be used for the submission of all
records. Under the present recording system, it would be helpful if
records are submitted in Voous species order and on either a monthly
or quarterly basis. However, for records to be included in the Reporl,

they must be submitted in good time,

In submitting reoords please ensure that you include the lollowing
information:-

a) Date
b) t,ocation lwith eilher O.S. Map relerence or nearest town,

village oi landmark named on an O.S. map). For sensitive sites a four-
figurc rclcrcncc would sulfice.

c) Species (with details ofsex and age where possible)

d) Number of birds seen

e) Any other relevant information, partioularly with reference to
breeding status

Ihc local significance of some records may not be immediately
apparent to the observer, particularly with reference to common or
garden birds. Please submit reports ofany unusual numbers, behaviottr
cll' occun'ence outside normal habitat, as well as any interesting
anecdotes which may be of use in preparing a readable report.

As mentioned above, please submit all records to the County Recorder
promptly at the end ofeaoh year, prelerably by the end of March. Also
acceptable are submissions on a n.ronthly or quarterly basis.

SUBMISSION OF RARITY RECORDS

There are tlrree categories of rarity: National, Welsh and County
rarities. All of thcse require supporting evidence lrom the observer
before they can be accepted for publication. For all National and

10



Welsh rarities a full description must be submitted, together with an

account of the relevant ciroumstances of the observation. A form for
such submission is available from the County Recorder (SAE
appreciated) or the basic format may be copied from the transcript
bclow. This form may also be used for the submission of County
rarities.

All rarity descriptions should be submitted via the County Recorder
who will forward them to the appropriate body for ratification.

National Raritics
Records of National rarities are considered by the British Birds Rarities

Committee (BBRC) and a list of these is published periodically in
British Birds Journal.

Welsh Raritics
Records ol Welsh Rarities are considered by the Welsh Records Panel.

Welsh Rarities are defined as those occurring five times or fewer per
year on average. Descriptions should be submitted as soon as possible
after the sighting, preferably via the County Recorder or allernatively
direct to the WRP Secretary, Jon Green, Crud yr Awel, Bowls Road,

Blaenporth, Cardigan, Ceredigion SA43 2AR, and from rvhom WRP
description forms and the cureut list of Welsh Rarities are available.

County Rarities
County Rarities are considered by the Clwyd llarities Committee.
Clwyd Rarities are defined as those occurring five times or fewer per
year on average. With the increase in occurrenoe of certain species, the

county rarity list needs to be reviewed regularly. To try to ensure
complete accuracy in the report, records of these species should not be

published without supporting evidenoe. The only possible exceptions to
this rule (at the discretion of the Group) are long-staying birds seen by
a number of observers.

With apologies to less experienced observers, it is recognised tliat a

record from an experienced observer, having previous experience of



The lollowing list ol 48 species constitutes the species considered as

Flintshire and Denbighshire rarities. This list will be revierved
periodically:

Slavonian Glebe, Black-necked Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Balearic
Shearwater, Sooty Shearwater, Bittem, Spoonbill, White-lronted
Goose (both races), Barnacle Goose, Garganey, Eider, Long+ailed
Duck, Smew, Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, Honey Buzzard, Quail, Avocet,
Dotterel, Wood Sandpiper, Grey Phalarope, Pomarine Skua, Long-
tailed Skua, Ring-billed Gull, Sabine's Gull, Glaucous Gull, Iceland
Gull, Roseate Tern, Puffin, Black Guillemot, Turtlc Dove, Hoopoe,
Wryneck, Water Pipit, Blue-headed Wagtail (llova), Waxwing, Black
Redstart, Cetti's Warbler, Yellow-browed Warbler, Fireorest, Bearded
Reedling, Great Grey Shrike, Chough, Golden Oriole, Hooded Crow,
Redpoll (of the raceflammea), Hawhnch and Lapland Bunting.

In addition the Group may request supporting descriptions for
otherwise common species outside their normal habitat range, e.g.
inland rccords of seabirds; outside the normal season, e.g. summer
migrants in winter or vice versa; and for records of distinotive
subspecies, e.g. Grey-headed W agtail (M.f. thunbergi),

l2

the species concerned, may require less detail than a reoord from an
observer unfamiliar with the species, but a basio description of at least
the principal identifioation features should be supplied by even the
most experienced of observers.

Any sightings which are under consideration in this report are indicated
by the abbreviation 'tbc' ('to be considered') with the name of the
appropriate authority appended. These are placed in the main body of
the repoft if a description has been received or in an appendix pending
the submission of a description. Verifications will be acknowledged in
subsequcnt reports.



F'ORMAT FOR SUBMISSION OF RARITY DESCRIPTIONS

(a form to this effect is available from thc County Recordor)

SPECIES
Number of birds Sex Age

oBSERVER (BLOCK CAPTTALS)
Address
Telephone
oTrrER OBSERVERS (BLOCK CAPIrALS)
Who ibund it? Who first identified it?
Who else is reporting it, if known?
Was it trapped for ringing? Date, if known

Ringer, if known
If dead, is it preserved? Where?
Was it photographed? Photographel and address, if known
Optical aids used Distance from bird
Previous experience ol species
Experience of similar species
Weather conditions
Details oftrapped bird to be completed by ringer
Date trapped Ring number

DESCRIPTION: Includc an aocount of the relevant circumstances of
the observation and a detailed description of the bird(s), preferably
based on notes taken at the time of the observation before referenoe to
books. Attach original field notes where available. Attach extra sheets
if necessary.

13

PLACE County (New)
(o1d)

DATE(S) of your observations
f imes 'fotal Duration
Earlier/later dates by others ilknown
First & last dates if known



And finally, is this record 100% certain?
disagree?

Are there any who

The fillowing extra guidelines may be ofassistance.
Do not be too brief in your description ofthe bird. lhe fullest possible
detail is required, plus a skctch ifpossible. Do not worry ifyou are not
a great artist. A simple annotated drawing(s) with salient features
noted at the tirne will suffice. Insufficient detail usually guarantees

rejection, but please do not put in dctails of features which you think
should havc been there if you did not see them. Notes should be

written at the time ofthe sighting and not after you have returned home
and consulted the literature. Take a notebook with you wherever you
go.

If you dilcover a British or a Welsh rarity always try to get at least one
other independent observer to see the bird and submit a description
also. Please feel free to contact the County Recorder or other member
of the CBRG if you wish. They may not always be able to get to see

the bird themselves but may be ablc to arrange for someone to do so.

Some rarities seen by many observers are not always submitted,
everyone leaves it to everyone else. This applies in particular to those
who submit their findings to a Birdline. Please submit the record even
if you were only one of several observers to see the bird. 'Ihe more
supporting evidence received the better, and yours may be the only
record received.

t1

Norman Hallas
Clwyd Counly Recorder
63 Park Avenue
Wrexlram
LLI2 7AW
01978 290522
E-mail : Normanhallas@aol.com



The common Euglish species names ald their Welsh equivalent (plus the Latin
scieDtific name) have bee[ used throughout. Where modifiers are used tiom the
Blitish Olrrithologisls' Union Bitish List 2000, these are placed in italics below the
familiar name.

Birds of Conservation Concern
In I995, the RSPB published the list ertilled Birds of Con.\ervation Concern in the
UK, Chtlnnel lslands and Isle of Man. 280 regularly occurring species were divided
into three sections, as follows:
Rcd list species, of high conservatiorl corcern, numbcred 36 and consisted of those
whose population or range is rapidly dcclining, rccenlly or historically, and those of
global conservation concern.
Ambcr list species (l l0), medium conscrvation concern, are tlrosc whose population
is in moderate decline, rare breeders, internationally impo ant and localised species,

and those ofan unfavourable European conservalion status.
Green list species are the remaining speci€s (134) oflower conservation concem.
The (simplified) criteria are listed in the table below and indicated in the status

description in the systematic list. In addition, those Red List species itlentified for
action in the UK Biodiversity Action PIan and which are likely to be of patticular
relevance to Clwyd are indicated as "Birtls of Conservation Concern in Clwyd" and
irdicated thus: BCCC. (See the qrticle in the 2000 Reporl on Local Biodiversity by
Dr Anne Brenchley.)

Red List Criteria

BD at least 5070 decline in UK breeding population or range over previous 25
years

HD historical population decline in UK between 1800 - 1995

Amber List Critcria

BDM Moderate decline (25 - 49%) irr UK bleeding population or range over
prcvious 25 years

llR Indicates 5 year mearl of 0.2 - 300 breeding pairs in UK

Bl indicates at least 20%o ofEuropean breeding population in UK

WI indicates at least 20olo of lon-breedilg populations in UK

BL at least halfofthe UK breeding population can be found in l0 or fewer sites
in UK, but not BR

WL at least halfofthe UK non-breeding population can be found in l0 or fewer
sites

SPEC species ofEuropean colservation concern

15
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The Dee Dstuarv

(a) I'he RSPB Dee Esluor! Rescrvesl

Bagillt Bank (SJ 235 767) [RSPB Managemelt Agrecment with the Environment
Agencyl - designated BB in this Report - is pafl of the Dee Esluary Site of Special
Scientific lnterest (SSSI), grade l, Ramsar and Special Protection Area. The area

spans 1680 ha. There are 1579 ha rnudflats and 80 ha saltmarsh. Public footpaths
and car parks overlook the reserve at Flint, Bagillt and Greenfield.

Mostyn Dock Reserve consists of 700ha of intertidal mud. 'Ihere are two reserve

compartments - Fynnongroyrv South Bay (noflh-west of Mostyn Dock) and
Salisbury Middle (south-east of Mostyrr Dock) - but in this Report refereuce is made

only to the combined systematic list, denoted by MDR.

Oakenholt Marsh RSPB Reserve (SJ 265722) - designated OMR in this Report - is
palt of the Dee Estuary Sit€ of Special Scientific lntercst (SSSI), Grade l, Ramsar
and Special Protcction Area. The reserve is 113,30 ha consisting of 61.20 ha

The Dee Estuary is the most important area for birds in Clwyd. lt coverc a large
number of siles and many organisations have an iDtcrest itr its conservation. An
attempt has been made to abstract information from these sources but there is some

overlap. 1'he main components are as follows:

Point of Ayr (SJ 140 840) IRSPB Management Agreement with the Environment
Agency aud BHP Billitonl - designated POA in this report - is parl of thc Dee

Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Grade l, Ramsar and Special
Protection Area. The reserve is ll45 ha and consists of 814 ha ofintertidal mudflats,
l6 ha saltmarsh, 8 ha shingle ancl 7 ha sand dulles. A public car-park is located at

Talacre village and access to the public hide is gained via a public footpalh along the

top of thE seawall a(Uacent to the reserve. The hide overlooks the saltmarsh and

adjacent mudflats. 'fhese records may be subsumed under the BHP records lsee (d)
belorvl.
The Point of Ayr Colliery Lagoons - designated POA Cl, in this report - are owned

by the Environment Agency but leased to RJB Mining UK Ltd up to 2005. The site
complises six lagoons - two saline and four freshwater/brackish. The main
vegetation habitats surrounding the lagoons are grassland and ruderal vegetation
communities rvith occasional small pockets of saltrnarsh vegetalion. At High Tide,
some wiklfowl flight on to the estuary to feed on panly submerged saltmarsh
vegetatiorl and retum to the safety of the lagoons when the tide recedes. Separate
figures designated FL refel solely to the POA Colliery Flushing lagoon.

16



saltmarsh and 46.10 ha of iltertidal mud. Access is along a public footpath from
Flint, overlooking the reserve. Members of Deeside Naturalists Society can vierv
from their hide which overlooks Oakenholt Marshes from the eastem edge.

(b) RSPB In,rcr Morsh Farm (SSSI). (SJ 305735)
Please note: for Inner Marsh Farm (desiguated IMF), only parts ofthis Reserve relate

to Clwyd viz.: the Border' ['ool and sotne surrounding fields in Flintshire. Where

possible, species counts ale given for these areas only. Where birds are to be found
moving between the Welsh area and the rnain reserve, the total reserve count is given.

(c) Deeside Nututolisls Society: Conrahs Quq Naluru Resetve (Sl 2'70'720).

Designated CQNR in this Repod. lt includes Bunded Pools alongside the Rivel Dee.

(d) BHP Poirrl ol4)t surve! arca (Sl I284)- designated BflPt.'l'he main study area

consists of Llawndy Farm & terminal; Waren Farm; 'l'he Warreni the RSPB reserve

at Point of Ayr. Circuit counts are given for the lields between Prestatyn alld
Ffynnongroyw (inclucling Llarvndy and Watren Farn'rs).

(e) Shollon Lagoons is a private induslrial site at SJ 3071. Designated as SL in this
Repo(. Viewing can be undertakcn from Weighbridge Road.

Please tnte a/so thal for Conrvy RSPB Reserve SH 795775 (desiBnated CR) only
part (approximately one-quarter) ofthe Reserve is in the vice-county ofDenbigh. The

rest is in Caernarfonshire. 'fherefore, only thc species which may be pertinent to this
report are inclLrded. Where the distribution was general, total numbets for the reserve

are given. Where the particular dislribution suggested that the species were clefinitely
in Caernarfonshire these have beer excluded.
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BIJS

BCCC

FMD

trL

H1'
L'f

ndg

tbc

Other abbrcviations and symbols used iIl the Systematic List

VC

WRP

I Reported sightings from a secondary sourcc in the public domain (such

as Ilirdlines and magazin€s), freque,rtly by an unidentified observer, and
rvhich have not becn submitted 10 the Recorder or the Welsh Rarity
Panel (and therefore not confirmed by them), WRP and CBRG would
wclcorne both reports and suppofiing evidence. CBitG'ls gralejul tu lhe
Dee Estuu! Web Site u d BinlGuides lor lhe irrclusiol ol some of
lhese rccords,

sightings reported in the BI IP systematic list (see (d) above)

Pl.EASL No]ri: roR tAsu of usAcri, rABl-ES CARRy I llE BTO spDclris coDFrs rN LACII rop LLI:]'
CORNIJR

l'oR srl't: n-AMEs,tND TTIEIR 
^BRREvI.trIoNS 

,4 ND OS NaMRriRs,
pt,ri,lsL sDti G,tzLTl'rir,R ,tI' TrrI, IiNo ot'tttr, RtpotT

T
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British 'llrst for Onrithology Breeding Bird Survey

Bilds identified by CBRG as ofConservation Concern in Clwyd

Cour)try Park

Foot and Mouth Disease

Golf Club

High Tide
Low Tide

no details given

to bc confirmed (a description has not been received by the rclevant
records panel - see Notes on the Submission of Recorcls above)

Visitor Ccntre

Welsh Records Panel



RED-THROATED DIYER (Gavia stellata) I ROCHYDD GyDDI'co(:H
Passagc migranl and winler visitor to ollihore wctters. Amber List ISPEC]

Ft'st winter/spring period. regtlar off Llanddulas and Pcnsam. Llanddulas: 5+ on

2/03,25 or 4/03, I on 26103. At Pensarn there was I on l3l01, 5+ on l5/01 and 2 on
29103. Also recorded off Rhos Point (1 on 9/03), Kinmel Bay (12 offshore on 3/01),
OIT PoA/Gronant: I on 24-25101, at least 6 on 25103, 8 on 7/04, a peak of 13 on

25104 and 4 on 6/05.
Second period: at Llanddulas there were 2 or 3ll2 and 4 on l0/12. Also recorded at

Ilhos Point (l on 14/12): POA where there were four records -l on 7/09, 3 on
l3109, 2 on l5109 and a single on 3ll l0; and on the River Dee at Flint Castle rvhere

th€re was 1 on 251081

Only three records: I ofFPOA on l0/01, I off Llanddulas on 26101 and I off Aber-
gele beach,3/03.

GREAT NORTHERN DMR (Gsvio imner) rRocH'tDD M,1IYR

Occasional winter visitor. Amber List IWI]

Five records: I off Colwyn Bay on 3/12 atd7ll2. | flew past POA on l3l01 and

7/10 and I at Shotwick Lake on l7- l8/01 .

BLACK-THROATED DIVER (Gavia arctica)
Occasionql winter visilor. Amber Lisr [BR, SPEC]

LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus rufcollis)
Brceding residenl qnd \vinter visitor

I'ROCHYDD GYDDFDDU

CW,1CH TTACII

Successfully occupies most of our limited fieshwatcr areas rvith inlancl rccords
(mostly singles) from l7 sites at tsodfari, Borras, Bwlchgwyn, Dolwen Reservoir
(whele a peak of I2 on 6/10), Erddig, Fl,Q, Greenfield Valley, Gresford Flash, Liu-
disfarne l,ake nr Ruabon, Llay Pool, Llyn Brenig, Moss Valley, Nant-y-Frith Reser-
voir (SJ 243534 I ), Plas [saf Reservoir, Plas Uchaf Reservoir (SH 9671) and at Pul-
ford Brook (where 4 on 5/0 l) and Yscejfiog (whele a peak of 14 on 12102 and 6/10)
and cocsral records from l2 sites at Gronant marshes, lMF, KCF, MDR, OMR, POA,
SBL, SL, Shotton Steelwolks, Wanen Farm and R. Clwyd at Rhuddlan and Rhyl +
RSPB Conwy.
ConJirned breeding at Bodfari sandpit (Sl I14722) rvhere a pair with 2 chicks on
3/06, Brvlchgwyn Quarry (SJ 258531) where I young fledged; Waren Farm, POA
wlrere there was a pair with 3 young, 27-281061' Shotton Steelworks where 3 pairs
brcd and up to 3 young seen, June-Septembsr.
Maximurn counls: 6 at OMR on l6101 and l8/01; l4 at River Clwyd, Rhuddlan on
3ll12 and l5 at RSPB Conwy on 24106 (6 ads+9juvs).

l9



CREAT CRESTED GREBE (['odiceps cristatus)
llreeding rcsidenl and wintet' yi,\ilor lo coqslol wata's

Present at 12 inland sites. llreeding confitmed at Acton Park, Gresford Flash, Llay
Pool, LIyn Brdn, Llyn Brenig, Llyn Helyg (where also 2 pairs still sitting on nests by
24106 and fledged 2 juvs each by 23l08) and Nant-y-Frith reservoir (SJ 24353 l).
Lligbest inland couDts: 6 at LIyu Blenig illc. 4.juvs on 28108; at least 5 at Ha[mer
Mere on 3 l/12l01.
Coastal: recorded along the rvhole ofthe coast. A regular winter visitor to Llanddulas
wherc a peak count of l4 were seen frorn 16/01 to 26103 ( inchding a pair displaying
on 9/03) and Pensam (peaking at 40+ on l5/01). ln the second winter p€riod there
were l-5+ at Llanddulas on 3/12. RSPB Conwy: l-3 through the year.
Dee Esluary'. Wiclely distributed along the river through the year. l'he main site is BB
where the species is nearly eyer-present. Ilere the peak count was 107 on 26109
(monthly maxima are given in the table). Quite regular at MDR (see table), the peak

count being l3 on 25108/01. At POA the peak count was 102 on 3 l/01 and a LT courlt
on 23ll I recorded 41. Also present at OMR rvith a peak of I 0 on 30/l L

((;(;) JFMAMJ J
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RED-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps grisegena)
Scarce winter yisilor. Clwyd County Rarity.

GWYACII YDDI.'GOCII

As last year, one at Llyn I lelyg, 7 /06-110'1 (E & L Jones, P. Triggs)

SLAVONIAN CREBE (Potliccps outitus) CtvvA(:fi GoRNtoo
Scat'ce winrcr !isilor.

',/
Not rccortlq!-lwtyeir. I in winter plumage, close to the shore, at Llanddulas, 8/03

FULMAR (Fulmarus glacialis) ADI;RyN-DRI'('IN y ck4t(;
now NORT'HI|RN FULMAR
llreeding resident, summer yisitot', and pqssage migrant.

Breetling rccord: l3 pairs nested on Llanddulas cliffs.
Birds were seen offshore frorn Rhos Poirt to Gronant. Off Rhos Point fron 27103-
7/08, peaking at 30+ on 6/04. Recorded al Llarddulas breeding sites frorn l/04 to
5/05, and offshore there ju srnall numbers from 3 /0 I to l2l0'1 . 20 off Gronant on
20/06 and 4 offRhyl Splash Poilt on 8/09.
Dee Esluary: l0 on 8/01, 3l offshore on 7104;7 otr 6-7106;22 flerv W past POA on
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I past POA on 7/09 (N.l'riswell)

MANX SHnARW ATER (Pulfinus pulJinus) /lDDt?vN-DRY(:tN MlNAtv
Regular oJfshore duringsumner ancl autumn. Anbu List [Bl, BL, SPEq

'Ihe main numbers camc from sea-watches at POA where 3 seen with 3 Guillemot on
28/06 flying W, 120 on 6/06, ll0 on l8/07 then varying numbers 7/09-15/09, with a

peak of300 on 9/09. 60 flying W in two hours, offGronant, l/06; 4 on 20106 and I on
28106. 6 past Towyn beach on 29106. 3 off Rhyl Beach E on 6/09 and l0+ or 8/09.

STORM PETRDL (Hydrobates pelagicus) PEDR|N DRvL:tN

now DUROPEAN STORM-PETRItL
OccLtsional summer pqssage migt'dnt. An$er List IBL, SPEC]

2 off Llanddulas (moving W, I feeding close inshore) on 12/0'l af\er strorg westerly
winds and 2 past POA I l/07, 3 on 12/0'7 at\d t on 3ll10. I at Gronant on 13/06.2 at
Rhyl Splash Point on 8/09. An in-blown bird taken by ajuv Peregrine at Iilint ol 9/09.

SOOTY SHEARW A IER (Pullinus griscu.\)
Scarce possage migrant. Clwyd County rarily.

/IDIiRYN-DRYCIN M/IWR

P II D RYN GY N1,' FON- ].' 1,'O1I( : I IOG

AJier a slow start, this turned out to be an exceptional aulumn
Corzslol: 36 offRhyl Beach E on 8/09.
Dee Estuary. A single record at Bagjllt of l6 birds at llT on l9l01. Thcre were six
counts off Flint Point at I I I' giving 22 flying W on 3/09, 3-7 seen on successive days,
7-10109 and then, in a 3% hour period on l3109, 305 rvere seen, some flying betrveen
sand durres. Reported o{f POA from 3/09. About 100 wele seen flying W past POA
on l5/09 and 120 the next day. During very strong winds on 16109, 15 birds rvere
seen foraging over the River Dee very close below the tower hide at OMtt as thc tide
flooded the marsh. Further birds were seen on 9/10 (l past POA), 3ll10 (4 past POA)
aud 9 rvere seen on 16112,

2t

3/09, 1 on 5/09 (2-hour sea rvatch), several on 9/09 and 60 on l5/09.
RSPI) Conwy: I on 15i08.

LEACH'S PETREL (Oceanodroma leucorhoa)
tlow LEACH'S STOR M-PETRE L

Aulumn pqssage migt onl. Amber List plL, SPECI



GANNET (Sula bassana)

now NORTHERN GANNET
Passage migrant Amber List [BI, BL, SPDCJ

HUGIN

Noted offshore on various dates (from 6/04 lo 14109) at Rhos Point (6/04-7108) Rhyl
-Prestatyn (18/06-8/09), Llanddulas (14109) aud Glonant - POA (frorn 25103 whcn 2
to 9/09), 'fhe largest counts were off Rhyl Beach E with 100+ on l8/06 and 64 on

8/09 and 80 off POA on '7104 arrd 'l /09. Glonart had 4 records for l/06-9/09 and the
peak count was 40 on 20106. A peak of l0 at Rhos Point alld Llandclulas on 6/04 and

[2/07 respectively.

CORMORANT (l'halacrocorox carbo) NlUl.l,RAN

novv GREA'l CORMORANT
Comnon non-brceding visitor
The Dee and Clwycl estuqrie; are sites of national imporlqnce in Greqt Britqin

Inland: rcported in small numbers from about 1l sites. I.lighest inland count: 27 at

Llyn Brenig on 6/10,
Coaslc/: Common through the year and in much larger rurnbers than inland: peak

courlts of 30 on 6/04 at Rhos Point; l{15 on Gronant beach on 20106 and c450 on

l8/l l;50 at Llanddulas on l2107.
Birds are present throughout the year at the River Clwyd, Rhuddlarr where S. Hughes
is conducting an on-going study (,rec table for the monthly counls). Flocks flight in to
roost from along the coast, from POA to the Ormes, but have diminished in numbels
in reccnl years. Conwy Reserve: a peak of ll ou 28/03.
Dee l).\tua,y'. Widely distributed on the river through the year and regular in small
numbers as far upstream as llerwy[ near Llangollen. Large nLrmbers were encoun-
tered at BB where the peak count of 463 was realiscd olr 30/09. Other peak counts
were l0 at MDR on l2l081 27 at POA (HT) on 5/0? and 160 at OMR on l4ll I (ree
tqble. The lll) ligures are aggregated counts lbr A eenJield, ll/alwen, Ilagillt and
Flint).

(C,4)JFMAMJJASOND

BB '74 48 32 36 23 85 463 ll l 180 I t6 144

MDII 2 5 3 l0 3 5

oMR 40 4t 56 86 tt1 160 103

PO42244226 2'7'79t34

RCR 34 42 49 106 t'72 ll1 16 9 26 45 6t '79
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SHAG (l'halacrocorax aristotelis) MULFRTN qERDD

nov, DUR0PEAN SITAG
Scorce, non-breuling yisilor on lhe pcriphery of our areu. Anber Lisr [Bl]

I off Llanddulas on 19102, I off Rhos Point on 9/03, 18/05,2 on 19106 and I on

23ll l. I flerv past POA on 3/09, I on Old Cohvyn beach on l4ll l.

BITIERN (llotaurus stelIaris)
now GREAT BITl.ERN
Rare passage migrant. Clwytl County Rarity

LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)
Scqrce locelised winter and possage visilot'

ADI|IIYN Y RWN

CRI.:Yll ltl1cH

Increasingly seen, especially along the Dee estuary.
Dee Estuary ReserveJ: at POA, singles were present itr May-July and up to six birds
were re8ular during August to Octobcr, At OMR there were sightings frolm 20107 lo
15/09, peaking at 8 birds at HT on 18/08 and 20/08. CQNR had t on l/10 and 3 on

3/10. Nearby Flint recolded at least l-2 from I2108-20/10 with a peak of6 on l8/08
and 3 on l4109. Bagillt had 4 on I l/09. A single was ou the Dee near Shotton Steel-
works on 19/08. Gronant Marsh had I on l3ll L
Also seen a/ R. Clwyd, Rhyl where I ot 29/0'1,3 on 30/08, I on 10/09, 2 ott 29109
ancl 3 on l l/l l.
RSPB Conlvy: singles April-August.

I cnnar wnlrn EGp.ET (Egretta alba) cRDvR M.4wR GtrvN
I Rare t,agrqnl and nationql rut ity

I A long-staying individual was seen feeding in the Dee estuary at LT off Flint Sands
and occasionally roosting at OMR. Seen variously from 12108-29109 (report submit-

i ted to SBnC by A.G. Stamp).

GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea) cRt vR ct,AS
Wiclespread resiclent. 2 Hercnries were recorded in lhe Vale Of Clwyd and 2 in the
South of the County. The Dee estuary is a sile of Dutional impottance in Great llrilain

Obsened in both inland and codstal localities.
Inland: seen ql sone 27 sites. A peak count of 5 at LIyn Brenig on 23l I I .

Coastal.. A peak of 6 seen ar R. Clwyd, S of Rhyl (12l10). Widely distributed on the
Dee Estuarl, andpresent in most mouths ofthe ycar: I -3 present most months at POA
with peaks of 8 on 29108 arld at nearby Gronant on I3106. OMR: prcsent July-

23

A bild was "retrieved" by one of the gun dogs on the llonwm/Corrverr shoot in De-
cember and later released at Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve (via J.L. Roberts).



November with peak count ol25 on I l/09 while nearby Flint held a peak of 34 on
that date. Regular at MDR rvhere thc peak count was 9 at l,T on 26109/01. POA CL
fewer records this year- only 7 sightings with a maxirnutn of 7 on l9108. Singles
through the year a1 SL except for 7 o[ l4106.

MUTII SWAN (Cygnus olor)
Breeding resident.

Dee Es! uaD, ReseNes: a record of a single adult on Flint Sands on I 5/08 (C, Starnp)

LI,'YYRrc

At,,lRCU D1tt

Successfttl breeding in 8 qrearr Acton Park, Brickfield LNR, Erddig Park, Gresfold
Illash, CV, Shotton Steelworks, Sl,J, Sutton Green (SJ 4164li7)
Also seen Bt: BHPl, FLQ, Llay, Rhyl, Worthenbury and Ysceifiog.
Highest counts (of l0 or nore): inland a peak of21 at Ysceifiog on l3l01; l2 at

Worthenbury (SJ 425470) on l5/02t l0atLlayPool on2105. Regular along the River
Clwyd (between Rhuddlan and Rhyl) with a peak of 42 on 1/06 and at RML where a

peak of22 (inc. 6juvs) on I /01; 1l (inc. 2jrvs) at Rhyl Promenade on 20/01.
Dee Esluaty Reseres: iregular at Fliflt Sands and OMR where the peak was 8 on
20103 and 3t on 16110, respectively; a winter visitor at POA CL where peak was l2
on l/01. The main IMF flocked roosted on the outer saltmarsh in Cheshire-a ncw
trend.
RSPB Conwy: a peak of9 (1 ads + 2juvs) ot24/06.

BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus columbianrs) ALARL'I BErt/tcK

notv 7'UNDRA SWAN
Uncommon wintet' visitor. Anber List lWl, lyl,, SPECI
Seen in krger nrmbers this year.
The Dee estuat'! is a site of nationql imporlance in Great llritain

Dee Esluat!: IMFTSF: du|ing the first winter period, the flock fed on the adjacent
potato fields and roosted on the reserve pools. In the second winter period, the flock
glazed on the saltmarsh flashes off Sholton tip (Flintshire). The Reserve monthly
moxima ore given in lhe table.

( IJS)

IMF

JFMAMJJASOND

104 119 I 28'15

SPOONBILL (Platalea leucorodia)
now DURASIAN SPOONBILL
Scarce winler visitor. Clwyd Counly ruriry.
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Located in three qrsos; lhere were I4 on the polato field adjacent to thc IMI| ressrve

on 3/01. 9 adults roosted with the Bewick Srvans on 4/01 . 2 adults fed on the porato

field and loosted on the reserve, ll0Z-21103.2 on R. Clwyd, Rhyl and then RMl, on

l7112. RSPB Conuy: I on 28l10 and 3ll10.

I n I a n d : I at N anl-y-Frith Reservoir, 22 I 12-28 I 12.

Coastal.2 on 5/01, I on 7/01 then 2 with grey geese at River Clrvyd nr Rhyl on

26101-29101and a mobile flock of l6 in fields nearby on 20l12.
Dee Estrary: I at POA on l/01 and 28 offshore on I l/01. Nearby Flint had two re-

cords: 48 on 14102 and 55 on 25102. IMF: birds were present on the Cheshire and

Flintshire parts of the reserve and adiacent fields, feeding on adiacent polato stubble

and roosting or bathing on the reserve with other geese. There was a maximum of 76

on I l/02; the first retruning birds were 43 on l'7 /09 (sec table).

J F s o N D

rMF 30 '16 43 2l

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE (lnser hrachyrhynchus)
Iryintur visitor in small numbers. Anber List lll/1, Wl,J

WlllTE-FRONTED COOSE (Anser olbifrons)
now GRDATER WIIIT'E-FRONTED GOOSE
Scorce v,inter visilor. Clwyd County rarity.

G)(P

GWYDD DRODD4lNC

AWYDD DALCT:N-II/DN

I 'European' White-fi'ont with 36 Greylag and 2 Pink-footed Geese at the River
Clwyd near Rhyl (SJ 0079), 26-2'1/01 atd 29101 (E.Lyons, I. Evans, K. Smith) and 2
past POA on 3ll10 (C. Rowley/G. Robinson).

Con/i med breeding at Aled Isaf Resewoir wherc the water was very low (a pair plus
3 juvs on 22105), I-lyn Brenig (3 adults and I2 younB on 26105) and Francis Lane,
near Holt (3 pairs with 2 brootls of6 goslings near pools here ou 2ll05).
Recorded at FLQ, Francis Lane, Holt, GF, Llyn Breflig, POA and Warren Farrn,

River Clwyd, Dee estLtary (see below).
Mex. rurmbers: 220 at FLQ on 4/l l; 85 at River Cluld, Rhuddlan on 3l/12 c40 al
SF on 5/l l; 34 at GF on l6lll-probablyarecordforthissite,
Dee Estuury: occasional al OMR with a peak of l5 on 8/12; 5 at Bagillt on l9/01 aud

6 at Walwen on 25102. Peaks of 30 at SF on 3/0 I and c40 on 5/l I .

25

WIIoOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus) AL.,4RCH 't GOGt.t)Dt)
(Jncommon winter visitor seen in small nunbers. llmber l-isl [l]R, Wl, WLJ

M

CREYLAG COOSE (.4nser anser) GtvvDD wvt.t.l'
Uncommon breeding residenl and winler visilor. Amber l-ist [rVI, WL]



CANADA GOOSE (Branta canaclensis)
Breeding resident and \tinter yisitor

GWYDD CANlDT

Reported from 20 sites. S-9 reported brceding ten.itoties: Cresford Flash (5 goslings
by 29/05), Hanmer Mere (70 adrrlts and I0+ goslings on 7/06), Llyn Brenig (l juv on
22106), Nant-y-Frilh Reservoir (l pr bred, 3 young flcdged), Shotton Pools (where a
pair with 5 young on 2ll05), Shotton Steelworks (a pair laised 5 young), Sutton Green
(3 birds with ajuv on I5107) and probably at BIIP wherc 3jrrvs Warreu Farm and 5 at
l,lawndy, May-June. 2 Goslings seen with a Greylag Coose at FLQ. A pair made a
nesting attempt at POA CL , where a scarcc visitor, but outcome unknown.
Largest numbers.. 130 at FLQ on 30/09; I l2 at GF on l6ll I and 220 on Clwyd estuary
on 6/10 but much larger numbers along the Dee estuary.
Dee ]istuar!. Present at OMR from August-December rvith a peak count of 1564 oD
8/12; occasional at BB with a peak of l3l6 on l9/01. Regular at SF rvhere rnaxima of
c200 on 3/01 and c400 on 5/l l,
RSPB Conwy: a peak of86 on l4106 with 5l ads and 35 young in a creche.

Lesser Canada Goose Brsnt.t conedenSis parvipes / nolfitti
Singles of unknown oligins were recorded at Bagillt on l9l01 and at OMR at Lf on
l6110, feeding with the Canada Gecse flock.

BARNACLE COOSE ( Branta leucopsis) GWDD tytLtN

Rare vagrant. Amber List [Wl, WL, SPE(J Chryd County rarity. The majority are
probabl.y Jbral in origin.

I on Shotwick Ficlds on 18/05 (K. Srnith). 'fhere rvere 5 r.ecords of single birds at
OMR on l8/08, ll/09,l0/10,22/ll and 24ll I (G. Stanrp). 5 sightings of2 at Gresford
Flash , 25108- I 8/ l0 (K. Smith et al). I at FLQ on 4/11,2 on8l12 and 5 on 25l12 (K.
Davies).

BRENT GOOSE (Branra beniclo) GwyDD DDtl
Regular vinter yisitor in.rmoll nunbers, principally to the Dee estuot'y. lmber List
[wt, wL, 9PEC]

PALr:-BllLt.tt:.D'. (8.b. hrota) Recorded at POA in small numbers on 6 dates in the first
rvinter period, from 10/01 to 28/02, with a peak of47 offshore on 1ll01. In the late
autumn/rvinter period, last year's record numbers for lhe Point of Ayr were almost
maintained: I on l6110 then 13 on3l12. l6 on l/12 all|d,19 on4/12.
DARK-DELLIED. (B.b.bernicla) l-5 recorded at POA on five dates in the first winter pe-
riod, fiorn I l/01 to I l/02 and a single o[ l6110, in the second winter period.
I at RSPB Conrvy on 2/05.
Race unknown:4 distantly off the hide at POA, lll10; one feeding with swans on
Irlintshire border potato field adjacent ro lMF,3/12.
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SHELDUCK (Tadornu tadoma) HWvAD4:N YR EtT HtN

now COMMON SITELDUCK
Occasionql breeding resiclent and ver1, common estuqrine winter visilor. Ambcr Lisl

[BI, Itl, IYU The Dee esnury is a site of internqtional bnportance in the UK.

Breeding: therc were possible breeding records at OMR where a pair were seen with
6 ducklings on 1610'7 a 20107 and at RCR where 4 young seen with adults but visi-
bility restricted dLre to access limits from FMD.
Largest numbcrs recolded: I793 at POA,28/09
Inland: again reported from five inland sites but no breeding confirmed: 6 at Worth-
errbury (SJ 425470) on 15102 2 at FLQ on 2ll04; I on PCR, 9/05; 2 on Bcttisfield
Pond on 7/07; 6 on TMR,24109.
Dee Estuary; the monthll, mtuima for BII (Flint Sands), lvlDR, OMR, POA and POA

CL are sfury,n in lhe loble. As in previous years, a late summet/autumn influx
occurred on the cstuary. Occasional low water counts at Bagillt revealed a peak count

of 3470 on 3O/08. (The peak counl dqtes v,et'e.. MDR, 26/09; OMR, 9/09 (LT); I'OA,
28/09 (LT); POA C'L, 155 on 25/03 at 117). AIso present at SL rvhere the peak was 9

on l3103.
Also seen d/ Gronant (30+ on l8/01), the River Clwyd, Rhyl and RML where the
peak courlt was 23 on l3104 and at RSPB Convy rvhere a peak of 192 on 9/05 and a

pair rvith 5 young on 2/07.
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MANDARIN (Aix galcriculata)
Scarce breeding residenl

HWY/lDl:N IiINDARIN

I'ossible and potential breecling recortls. at llerwyn, on the River Dee, a tnale ac-

companied a female Mallard rvith I I very small ducklings; a pair prospecting for a

nest site in rotten h ees at Hosely Hall, Rossett, 3/04/01 (outcome utrknorvlr).
'fhe main site was again at Pulford Brook/Dee Meadows (SJ 405580) near the Chesh-
ire bolder where 12 on l5/01. Several other sightings: the usual ru on the canal at

I-langollen (23102 and 5/05) and a n in thc Ceiriog Valley in March; I at GV, several

dates, ll103-5/05 and 3/09-31/12. A zl, briefly, at Erddig, 26/05i I at GFon6/09. I
at R. Crhvyd, Denbigh on 6/09; 3zr'V on the R. Dulas (SIl 90977 5) on 28112.
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WIGEON (Anas penelope) cItwtwLlt.
now EURASIAN WIGEON
Fairly commonwinler yisitor. Anber List IWl, llLJ
I'he Dce estuary is a site ofnational importqnce in Great Dritqin

Found inland in snall numbers and on lhe Dee Esluary and o/Jihore in larger
numbers.

lnluncl: lorgest rutmbers again at flanmer Mcrc where c70 on 20101 and cl00 on
3ll12. Also seen at Borras, GIr, Llyn Helyg, TMR,
Coastol foutt.l iu varying nurnbers aloDg the coast principally at the River Clwyd
estuary, Rhyl where there were peak corults of>1000 on 29101 and c500 on l5112 and
201t2.
Dee Estuqry Reser"ves: monthly maxima for BB (Flinl), OM\ POA are given in lhe
table. The Flint peak was 3000 at LT on 8/12. Higher than usual rumbers were re-
corded graziug on the OMR saltmarsh at LT with a peak of 1530 on 24ll L The POA
rviuter period peak was a HT count of 182 on I3l01. There were only 7 records at
POA CL yhere the peak was 70 on 30/t0 at LT. Also seen at SBL. A single drake at
Warren Farm{ on l4104.
RSI'B Conuy: found through the year with a peak of200 on t4110.
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A drake present at IMF,2l-29103, spent most of its tinre among a large Wigeon flock
on lhe Borcler Pool (Flintshire) (C.E. Wells, G. Starnp). A drake at Rivel Cllvyd, Rhyl
with c500 Common Wigeon, l5/12 to the year end (G. Slamp e/ a/). A hybrid dlake
was at RSPB Cou}y from l3110 to l5/12.

GADWALL (Anas sn'epet'a) HW+DDN LWD
lJncommon vyinter yisitor ond scarce bt'eeding resklent. Amber List fiVl, WL, SPECI

Breeding was confirm€d at Sholton Stcelworks wherc there rvere 3 juveniles on
26/08.
lnlantl: the main site is Llyn IIelyg where they were seell in good numbers in winter,
with a peak of38 on 30/12.
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AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas anericqna)
Scarce vagranl. llelsh rarity.



Coastal: I at RML on 20109 ard singles at RBP on 12/12 a:n(124/12.
Dee Lstuaty. recorded at POA on three dates - a sitrgle on 7/10, 3 on l7ll I an(l 2 on
10/12 - andat OMRtwice,2 atLf on I8/01 andapairatHToD2/12.'7 sightings at
POA CL, l5/02-16/12 with a peak of8 or) the latter date. IMF: wintering birds rnoved
between IMF and SL, depending on disturbance (monthly marina fot' the i'hole lMl,'
Reserve are given in the tdble). Resident until Novernber at SL where the peak was 48
on l6103.
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TEAL (Anas creccu) coRItw,lDEN
now EIIRASIAN TEAI-
Rare brceder but locally abundant and v,klesprcad winler visilot'. Anbet' List IWlJ
The Dce estuary is a site of international importance in the UK

Found inlond in sm.tller numbers; the largest counts wele c100 at ljanmer Mere on

3l/12, 52 ir a pool middle of RM, l2l10 and 50 at Pulford Blook flood on l5/01.
Also seen at Borras, Dolwen Reservoir, Erddig, F'l-Q, Llyn Helyg and Ysceifiog

and in larger numbers aktng the coqsl and the Dee Dstltary: peaks of25.l.at Gronant
on I 8/01 and of 30 on 28/08 at River Cl*yd, Rhyl. Dee Estuat'y Reseryes'. for OMR,
POA and POA CL, monthly maxima are given jn the table. Peak counts were: 423 at
POA on I7l12; l106 at OMR on ll/10 at LT. 'l'he peak for POA CL was 300 orl
l4ll I (LT) and 130 for the Flushirg Lagoon ol l3/01 (HT). A single surnrnering bird
was present at Warren Farm on 2'1106. Also prcsent on occasion at Flint, where the
peak count was 5 I 5 on I 6/12 and MDR where the peak count was 90 at H'l' on 26109.

Also seen at IMF BP where the peak was c400 on t2102.
RSPB Con*y: the peak count was 221 on l6lll (see table).
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lnland: regular and numerous qt over 30 sites. Me\imum numbers were c700 at
llanmer Mere in bad weather on 3ll12. Other records: a Mallard nest with l2 eggs at

Denbigh Moors, 3/06 and a bird with 7 juvs at Aled Isaf Reservoir on 22106.

Cooslql'. seen at various sites aloDg the coast. The highest one-day counts for the
River Clwyd, south of Rhuddlan are given iu the table; 3 pairs bred. Peak coults
elsewhere were 94 at RBP LNR on I l/0 I and 84 at PMP A on 2'7 I 12.
Dee Estuar!'. See toble for OMR, POA, I'OA C:1, and MDR nonthly muima. Peak
counts were: OMR, 1336 ot 2'l108 at HT; MDR, 83 on 261091 POA (all at fl'I and

where counts were higher than last year), 530 on 29109; POA CL, 250 on l,l/l l. AIso
recorded at Flint marsh, June-November, where the peak count was 830 on 30/08 and
SL where there were 274 ott 9/01 . Breeding: l4 nests known and 32 young raised at

SL. Shotton Steelworks had 100+ on l4l01 rising to c200 on l2108 and 900 on 23109.

RSPB Conwy: a peak of76 (57 ads + l9.iuvs) oll 24106.
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PINTAIL (Anas ac*a) uwvADtiN LOST F)tN
nov NOR'I'HERN PINTAIL
The Dee estuary is qn internalionally imporlanl sile for this winter visitor. Anber
List [BR, lYl, ,YL, SPEC]

Almosl enlirely coastal but several reco s inland, mainly along the Dee Yallel,: ll0
at Woflhenburf (SJ 425470) and 100 nr Crcwe Hill, both l5/02; 4 at FLQ or 2102; 2

at Llyn Helyg on 2ll02.
Dee Esluar!. see table for peak nonthly counts for BB, l'OA ond POA CL.
'I'he peaks for BB were 6120 on 19/10 at Flint (LT) and 3620 at Walwen on 26ll I

(L't). Infrequent at MDR where the peak count rvas 725 at LT on 23ll I and at OMR
where the peak was 476 at LT on l7109. The peak counl for POA was 1009 at H'I' on

16/12. POA CL is a LT 'loafing' area for Pintail in \yinter. The peak count was 600
in Decenrber (see table). A few on IMF BP (peak of 20 ot.t 12102). Also recorded at

30

MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) Itwv/lDEN wvt.LT

Common and widespread breeding resident and winlcr visitor
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SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)
now NORTHERN SHOVELER
Winter visitor in small numbers. Amber List fil4l

}IWYADEN I,YDANBlG

IIWYADEN GRII]GOCII

Inland, fornd, in snall, antl apparently decreasing numbers, al FLQ, Gresford Flash,

Hanmer Mere and at KCF where l5 on l4l01.
Coastal: the largesl numbers were at Shotton Steelworks with a peak of80+ on 2ll10
and IMF BP with c40 on 12102. Regular along the River Clwyd, Rhyl-Rhuddlan in
November-December when the peak was l8 on l5/12. Only 6 records at POA area

where the maximum was 8 at Warren Farm on 26102 and with a single drake there on

l4104; plus POA CL which had 7 records, 1/03-16l12 with a peak of23 on the latter
date. Only 2 records at OMR -3 at HT on 16101 and I on l7ll l. Resident in small
numbers at SL, from mid-November to year end; peak colunl24 on 16/12.
Seen in small numbers at RSPB Conwy (see table):
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POCHARD (Aythyaferina) HWADEN BENcocH
now COMMON POCHARD
tyintu yisitor seen in smqll numbers. Anber List [WI, ll/L]

The peak counts were 33 at RBP on I l/01 and c30 at SBL on 5/l l. At the previous
mairr site of Shotton Paper Lagoons the numbers have fallen dramatically and the
peak count was 12 on 16112 (85 on same date last year). Shotton Steelworks had a
peak of22 on 1l/l l.
Also recorded at qboul a dozen olher siles, usually in small numbers: (inland),
Dolwen Reservoir, Cresford Flash, Hanmer Mere, Llyn Helyg (where 22 on l4l01),

3l

RED-CRESTED POCHARD (Nerta nlino)
Rare; possible escapes

A fat GV ,5/11-28112 (and into 2002) - unringed but tame.



SLJ and LLR in the Ruabon area and Ysceifiog. (Coastal) Greenfield Valley,
Gronant, KCF, PMPA, POA CL, Walwen and BHP. Conwy RSPB Reserve had a

peak of 12 on l4l01.

TUFTED DUCK (Aytlya fuligula)
Uncommon breeding residenl and regular winter visitor

IIIT/YADEN GOPOG

TIWYADEN RENDDU

Fairly well established in small numbers on lake sreqs: small numbers recorded on
25 freshwater sites and with small numbers on the Dee Estuary.
Maximum counts; 70 at Llyn Helyg on 2ll02; 6l at Greenfield Valley on 4/l l;60 at
Hanmer Mere on 20/01; 54 at RBP on 2ll01; 45 at Shotton Steelworks on l/04.
Confirmecl breeding at Erddig (2 broods of 4 and 5 by 24106), Shotton Steelworks
where 5 pairs bred and raised 20+ young and Ysceifiog Lake (where a/with 9 juvs
on l/07).
RSPB Conwy: small numbers thro\gh the yeat (see table).

(TU) J

CR4

SCAUP (Aythya marila)
now GREATER SCAUP
Regulff winter yisitor. Amber List [BR, SPEC]

2

F
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MAMJJASOND
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As for last year, the main numbers were seen offTowyn Beach and Kinmel Bay (SH
9880) with peaks of34+ and 40+ (separate flocks) on 7/03. A first-winter bird at RBP
on ll/01; a pair aI Pensarn with Goldeneye on 15/01, 19 on 18/02 and several on
28102. Present in small numberc at POA and BHP in January-April (and singles at
Llawndy on 6/05 and at Warren Farm on 27106) and September-December when the
peak count was l8 on 3ll2atHT. Asilglem atFlinton26/09,2latGY on 24103
and a m + 2J at Grcenfield on 26109 and singles on I I /03 and l8/10. A single drake at
RSPB Conwy in January.

EIDER (Somateria mollisima) wytDEN FWyT'tnJLU
now COMMON EIDER
Unconmon mqrine winler visitor. Amber List IWL] Clwyd County Rarity

There were four records at POA, as follows: a single drake on23/02, a single fernale
on l6109 and a drake on 3ll10 (RSPB, G. Stamp). An exceptional 2l birds were re-
corded at IIT on 20110 (A. Thomas ard A.J. Mabbett). A single immature male was
off Rhos Point ot23/ll (E&L Jones). There were also two records for Penrhyn Bay
on the edge ofour area: single females on I l/08 and 21i08 (P. L Monis).



2 offPOA,7/04 (C. Rowley, BI-IP)

COMMON SCOTER (Melanitta nigrd) Mott-LtvvltDt)N DDU
now BLACR SCOTER
lyintcr visitor. Red list [BD, BR, V/LJ BCCC
O/ien seen in veD, levgs numbers oJf-shore benreen Colvj,n llay and Rhyl v,ith
smaller rutmbers of-shore at (ironant and POA through lhe year und occasionals al
BR. Liverpool Bqy is a site o/ inlernqtionol importance and nationally impo qnt

numbers winter olf the Clwyd estuaty and Colwyn Buy.

Common and regular at Llanddulas: from 3/01 when 1000+ to 2/03 (100+); c200 on
12107 alnd c300 on l4109. Nurnbers building up again by 30/ll when c1000. Pensarn
had c300+ hr January, down to 3 on 2/03. Sizeable flocks off Kinmel Bay/Towyr
Beach (SH 9880) with 2000+ on 9/02 disturbed by 3 low-flying RAF Hercules; c200
offshore on 5/ll. Small groups offRhyl beach but c3000 2.5 miles offRhyl on l0/12.
Small numbers seelr at Rhos Point.
Nine records at POA: itr the first winter period, a peak of 234 offshore on'1/04,7
mid-summer birds seen offshore oD 6/06; 2 drakes on 20108 and 40 on l7109. iluge
numbers were seen at Prestalyn (east end) with 12000 on l3ll I and at Cronant wjth a

minimum count of4000 on 26ll I and 3800 on 7/12.

SURF SCOTER (Mehnitta perspicillatal
Rare vagrant. llelsh rarit;*see Appendix 3

M)R-HWv,bt)N vR titvvN

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyenalis)
Uncommon winter visitor. Chvyd C:olotry t'qrily

GOLDINEYE (Bucephalo clangula)
now COMMON GOLDENEYE
llitlespreal winter visilor. Amber List IBR, lyL]

HWY,lDDN GINNI;ON I JIIT

MOR I]WY/lDEN Y GOGI,[:DT)

IIWYADEN L-I(|AD-AL]R

lnland: sightittgs at 5 sites, viz. Dolweu, FLQ, Hanmer Mere, Llyn Brenig and
Borras. [Reported fiom 4 sites in 2001, 8 in 2000 and l0 in 1999.]
Coastal. seyeral sighlings with peaks of I I at RML (3101-29/01, and 6 in the second
winter period, on 1/12), I on R. Clwyd on 20/12, and 5 (2n, 3fl at Rhyl Promenade
on 20101. A peak of I I on the sea at Perrsam on l5/01 and up to 2 pairs at Rhos Point
and Llanddulas (l9l01). A atCVon5-6/lI.
Dee Estuqr)t: the main site was Shotton Steelworks which had a peak of l2 on l8/03

33

VELVET SCOTER (Melanitta fuscq)
Uncommon winter visitor. Amber List fifL, SPECI

l-5 flying off Kinmel Bay with large Common Scoter flock,9102. A first-rvinter
drake offshore POA on 4/l L 2 off Llancldulas with c 1000 Comlnon Scoter on 30/l l.



and a latc single bird on 29104, Present at Warren Farrnf, January-April with a peak
of 'l on l6l02i 6 flew E past POA on 3ll01; a single at OMR on I l/02; 6 records of l-
2 at POA CL il wiuter; 2m, 1,/ at Sl, ou l 6/12. A/ ol IMF BP on l 2/02, 2/on SL on
5/t l.
RSPB Couwy. /igrrrcs for lhe whole reserve are given in the table.
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A pairat IMF BP on l0/01 anda.'1on l2/0? and a m on SB[, on various dates, I /01-
2ll0land a pair or l7101 (1. Evans, C. Stamp, K. Smith). 3 birds on both Cheshile
and Flintshire parts of IMF,22112-30,12, all remaining on SL when IMIr frozen over
(C.E. Wells).

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mery1us serrotor) fit4ryADtiN I, RoNa;OClt

Rare breeding restdenl on.l winler yisilor in small rutmbers

All coastal records except I at[)ee Meadows, Rossett on 2ll09.
Regular at Rhos Point (a peak of20+ on 8/12), t,landdulas (l-10 on 3l0l-26/03 a:nd I

on l0/12) and Pensarn (a peak of 5 on 2/03), Kinmel Bay, RCR and RML (SJ 0081)
(a remarkable peak of4l on 29ll l).
Dee Estuary: Frequently seen off POA and at BB (see tablc), The peak count at BB
was at Walwen wit]rL 2'1 on 1'7103. POA had a peak of 30 on 7104. There wele 3 sight-
ings al POA CL,25103-16/12 peaking al 7 on 4/l I aud 1-2 were seen at MDR and
OMR.
Also seen off Llall(ldulas lvith l0 on 4/03. Regular at RSPB Conwy with a peak of30
on I l/04.
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SMEW (Mergellus albellus)
Scarce wintet yisilor. Clvyd County rarity.
Nol recorded lasl year.
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GOOSANDf,R (Mergus merganser) IlwvlDtN D ittlDDDO(l

llrceding resident and v,inter visilor
,4 successJ l bird rf the Dee Valle), but fe$' in lhe csludry.

ConJirmed hreeding a/ River Clu,yd nr Rhuddlan where the peak count was I ./with
23 young (probably lwo broods), 22106 and Sutton Green on the River Dee where f
with 5lrlrs on 31/07.
Oll\er peak counts were 2l / at RCR on 8-9/07 and a count of only 13 on 3ll12 at

Hannrer Mere, the usual stronghold site, where 80l- last year.

Repofied along the R. Dee as far upstream as Berwyll where 4+ (2m,2f1 on la]f,-

March and 3+ (2llm) near to Llangollen, March-April and Oct-Dec. A pair also seen

on the Llangollen Canal at Chirk Bank on 3/01 and alorg the Ceiriog Valley through
the year. 2 at FLQ on 28109 (River Alyn).
Also recortled on reservoirs: at PCR (3/on -5/04) and siDgles at 1'FR in January and

2ll04. I (5m, 4f) at Plas Isaf reservoir on l3l01 and peaks of 8 at Llyn Brenig on

28ll I and'7 on 1/ l2; 22, at Nant-y-lrrith reservoir on 28/ l2; 3 at Dolwen Reservoir on

22102 arul,2 onBl12;2 at L,lyn Helyg on 2ll02 and I on 7/12.

Dee Estuary; 5 records at OMR ofa single fernale, 12108'21109. The only coastal re-

cords were at R. Clwyd, Rhuddlan-Rhyl {where a lone/on 27101, several on 2ll05
(as above), 4 ( 1m, 3f) on 5l l I and 2l 12 and 2f ot 6l 12\ and at R Dulas (SH 909767)
where there was a snglefo:n2S/12.
RSPB Conwy: a m on l4l01 and ajuv ott I l/08.

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyur| j1ndicensis)
Scarce breeding resident

Recorded ut len siles with a n&\iuum counl ofc20 at Hanrner Mere on l8/()3.
BIed at Shotton Lagoons and Shotton Steelworks, and noted in small numbers only al

Acton Park, Borras, Erddig, Hanmer, KCF, Nant-y-Frith reservoir', SBl, and SL
and RSPB Conwy: a peak of9 on 4/02 and I l/05.

RED KITE (Milvus milvus) UARCUD

Occasbnal visitot'. Red list [HD, BR]. Clwyd County rarity.

More sightings this year: a pair in the Dee Valley, April to May, bttt no evidence of
breeding and single birds seen near Wrexham in May, and at PCR on 28/12 (iL Rob-

etls et al). I over A55 near St. Asaph (SJ 03'14) on 6102 and l7108 and several Spritrg

sightings near Denbigh (R, Plummer, D.F. Richardson, G. Stamp). I ovcr Denbigh
Moors on 3/04 (R & M Bagguley). I seen tussling with 2 buzzards and a crol over
Gwysaney Hall, Sychdyn nr Mold, same day (8. Griffiths).

IIWIADEN GOCII
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MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus) uoD Y GtvL:RNt

now EURASIAN MARSII HARRIDR
Very scarce pussuge migrant Rcd list ftlD, BR,J Clwyd County rari5,

'fwo records from nearby OMR of a.juvenile at the edge of Burton marsh on 25-
26108 (G. Stamp).

HEN HARRIER (Circus cyunevs) ltoD TtNtvEN

Scarce breeding slecies andvinter visitot'. Red list IHD,Sl'ECJ

Still mailtaining a precarious existence at RM: no sightings during the breeding sea-

son but I+ "ring-tails" present in early part ofyear and 2+ from Sept. Siugle malcs at

Alwen I{eservoir on 22106, Aled Uchaf Rescrvoir on 28/06 and at l,lyn Aled on

29107. A single/was seen mobbed by a Pcrcgrine and a Crow on l-landegla Moors
on l/07. An irnm rnale present hunting the saltrnarsh at POA on l0/12.

GOSHAWK (A ccip it er gent i lis)
now N0RTIIERN GOSIIAWK
Rare breeding resident

GWALC}I M,IR7'}1

Displaying birds were recorded from three arcas,

SPARROWHAWK (Acci)iter nisus) GWtt.cH GL4s

now EU RASIAN SPA RROWHAWI(
('ommon and widespread hreecling resident wilh many rcports. lncteasingly secn in
uthun areas arul subu'ban gardens.

Many sightings, predominantly of singlcs, throughout the year (including garden
sightirgs and Wrexham Town Centre) in 28 areas across the county.

Some note-v'o lry sightings - two Ravens and several crows, Jackdaws and Black-
birds wele fould noisily attacking a / Sparrowharvk undcr a bed8e at l.lanasa on
3l/03-the harvk took advantage ofthe interventiou and escaped; oue seen attackilg
a Moorhen on PCR on 3ll03 and, ibidem, olne flushed Collared Doves rvhich were
then attacked by a Peregrire, 8/07; 1 failed to catch ar early Llouse Martin, l4l04,
and a Blackbird on 16104, at Gresford allotmerlls, but succeeded in carrying off a

nervly fledged Srvallow on 2-5106; 2 near'lFR on 2/05, I soarirrg high and I chasing a

small bjrd across a field; I mobbed by c20 gathcring Swiffs, Ruabou, l3l05; I ob-
served trying to catch a pipistrelle bat at dusk (8-30pm), TFR, l5/0gl I caught a Star-
ling in a Ruabon garden, l0/l I; a hedgeJropping bird cleared a field of c300 Field-
fare at Burton on 23112; singles rccorded hunting at POA but only one recorcled suc-
cess- a malc caught a Durrlir on 3 I /01 .
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BUZZARD (Buteo buteo) DWNCATI|

NOV' COMMON BUZZARD
Comrnon and widespread breeding rcsident. Appeo$ to be extencling its range

Many sightings l'om urbqn snd snburbsn areas. D€spite FMD which restricted ac-

cess to the countryside, there were still at least 167 sjghtings in 80 locations this year'

The RM/HP study was suspended due to FMD but most pairs appeared to have bred

with several rearing more than one youllg.

Sightings of Jive or more or olher recorcls oi inlerest.4-5 over Nercwys Mountaio,
10/01; 3 tlisplaying plus a Sparrowhawk with 4 protesting Crows, all high and cir-
cling above Llangollen, 9/03 aud 4-5 quartering lorv on 10/0'1; 5 over Dysenh on

25103; .5 over Pont Canol, Denbigh on 22106;2 at Rhyd-y-foel (Sll 9276), I carrying
prey, 8/07; 3 inctuding a juv, noisily chasing each other around a tree il Penycae,

l9107; 5 circling over Greenfield (SJ 188722) on 21107;5 over Llaudeilo, 25108; 5

over Cefrr-yr-Ugaf nr Llanddulas, 26108; a noteworthy sighting of l5 at Pen-y

Cloddiau on 26108; 2 adults and 2 (plobable)irvs over Sainsbury's Store in Wrex-

lrarn, 20109; 6 on 1l/10 rnobbed by crows and jackdarvs, Clywedog Valley; I catch-

ing worms in a field in llurlon, 7/12. Therc were very few coastal records but RSPB

Conwy had a peak count of l0 on l2102.

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) 6wtt.CH v PvSGoD

Rat'e spring and autltnn pqssage nigranL Red List [tlD, BR, SPEq

I over TMR near end-March; I seeu perched thetr flying over Whitlord (SJ1147782),

l8/03; I over Rhos-on-Sea GC on 26104; a single fernale over POA on 2ll05 and a

single ou 2ll08.

KESTREL (Falco tirurunatlus) cUDvLL co(:H
now COMMON KDSTREL
Locally comnon breeding rcsidenl. Anber List [t]Dll4, Sl'ECl
Recorded in some 48 areus. Especialllt noliceahle on our few "molorway" vetges

vith regular sightings of l -2 on ,4183, A5 and A55

Breeding: ln the RM/t.lP study area, the full survey rvas suspended due to FMD btlt 4
pails (including I lowland) around RM produced at least l0 young. A specially de-

signed box was fitted at SL and a pair nested. 4 young were ringed by l. Spence on
24105; three fledged successfully but the foufth, rvith a badly deformed leg, died A
nesl with 5 eggs on Denbigh Moors,3/06.
A pair loosted under bam eaves, next to two occupied houses, in early December,

Berwyn, apparertly an increasing habit ofthe area.
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HOBBY (Falco subbuteo) ]rEDoG vR EHEDYDD

now EURASIAN IIOBBY
Uncommon passage migrant snd occqsional scarce breeding spccies

lnland: Fewer srghtings than last year at RM (only 3 cluring June-September) but re-
corded throughout summer at Pontfadog in the Ceiriog Valley. I rnobbed at dusk by
small birds at Ruabon, 25106. I at Clocaenog, 30/06. A remarkable number of' 7 at
Fenrr's Moss, 7/07. I catching and eating dragonflies at Aled Isaf Reservoir ot 29/07
and I near Llyn BrAn on 6/10.
Coaslql: An adult bird flew SW over Gronant LNR towards Prestatyn, 22104. 1 over
SL ou 30/08. A single at F lint Point on 26109. Several sightings over Greenfield Val-
ley: 2 on 9/06, chasing Swifts and martins by the Meadow Mill pond, a m or 29106
and two very late birds on lll10 and l8/10.

PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus) ttEltoc I RAM1R
now PEREGRINE FALCON
Relatively successJil resi(tent breeding species but subject to human predotion so os
rtilh olher xtptor records cliscretionary recording/reporting is underlaken. Amber
List [,V'E('J

Despite FMD restriclions, reports \?ere receivedfrom obout l6 locations.
Inland: lhe RM/HP study was suspended due to FMD but pairs were kuown to have
bred successfully ir four teritories.
Coqstal: rcEular through the ycar, especially in winter, on the Dee estuary. l-2 pre-
serlt €ach moDth at POA ard OMR/CQNR. Ajrv at Gronan! on 26112. Single birds
prcscnt most months at River Clwyd, Rhyl-Rhuddlan. I at RML on 29ll I and I in the
Dulas valley on 25l12. A pair regular at Shotton Steclrvorks, February-April. I at GV
ol l8/ 10.

Some intercsting sighllrg,r. a pair were displaced from their breeding area in the Ber-
wyns by heavy snow but were seen returning within 20 minutes of the weather front
passing, 22103; a lamily of 3 was secn twice over Ruabon when the juv was very vo-

.i8

MERLIN (Falco cohmbarius) (:(JDyt.t. BACII
Scarce breeding resident qndvinter risitor Red List lllD] BCCC

Fev,er records lhis year.
Inland: a./ at Llyn Brenig on l3l01 and a single bird thcrc on 22106; a m at Nercwys
Mourlain on l5/01; a cock attacked a Meadow Pipit but was appareutly put off by
mobbing hirundines, 5/09, RM; I at Brymbo Pool, l4ll L
Coastal: af atR. Clwyd, Rhyl ott l6/11. Dee Estuary.. a single lmz male at POA CL
on 25103 and, as last year, a m ard a J were present throughout the wirrter periods at
POA; seen togethcr on 2/l l. 6 records ofa single/or lmrn at OMR, 12/08-2/12. I al
CQNR on 3/10. A/at Gronant Matsh on25/03 and single birds on 7/12 and26/12.



Species Eggs
(min)

Young
hatched
(min)

Young
fledged
(min)

Barn Owl
(n= 2)

Totals
Average

5

2.5
5

2.s0
5

2.50

Buzzard
(n:3)

Totals
Average

5

1.67

5

1.67

4

1.33

Goshawk
(n:2)

Totals
Average

3

1.50
3

1.50

3

l.50

I"len Hamier
(n:4)

Totals
Average

l5
3.7 5

9
2.25

9
2.25

Kestrel

0r: 8)
Totals
Average 3.00

19

2.38
19

2.38

Merlin
(n:5)

Totals
Average

16

3.20
15

3.00
15

3.00

Peregrine
(n= 1)

'fotals

Average
2

2.00
2

2.00
2

2.00

Raven
(n:4)

Totals
Average

10

2.50
l0

2.50
10

2.50
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RED GROUSE (Lagtpus lagopus) oRUGrAR

now ll4 l, LO W PI'A R M IGA N
Brceding residenl on heather noors. Continuetl decline probable

BLACK GROUSE (I'etreo tetrk) cRU(;tAR DDII
Scarce breeding resident. Red List [BD, HD, SPEC] BCCC

A Black Grouse Project is currently underrvay (June 1999 - March 2002) for
l,landegla Forcst and Moor as well as the adjacent Ruabon Moor which together hold
one-third of the Welsh population of Black Crouse. FMD prevented co-ordinated
counts this year but brood counts seemed promising. Reduced human disturbance
may have helped. Incidental sightings lrorn this general area: up to 9 were seen lek-
king at Pendinas on 17102; a peak of 4 seen at WE car-park on 25102; 3m at Llande-
gla on l6109.
Other records: several sighted in the Denbigh Moors area including lekking males
but site undisclosed; 3 at LIy| Aled (SIJ 938595) on 6/l l.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (.,llectoris rufa) pt:t RtsEN G1I:SGOCH
Now a localb, contmon breeding resiLlent where large nuubers are bred and released
in moorlund areas for shooting

Seve|al sightings, mainly arountl Ruabon Mools. Largest number: c300 n[ Tailant
breeding pens, 29107. Small numbers also seen in a wido area at Bontuchel,
Bwlchgwyll, Gwernaffield, Llanasa, l,landegla, Mold, Pontblyddyn and Rhydtalog.
A garden bird at Coedpoeth!

GREY PARTRIDGE (Perclix perdix)
Scarce brecding resident. Recl List [BD, SPEC] BCCC

PI;7'RISI:N

l5 at Sealand Manor Estate, I l/01; a pair at Miuera on 2/05i a/\yith a wcll-grown
.lriv nr SBl, on 2410? and 6 birds on 23107.

10

cal in demanding food, 7/08 and 2/09. A juv was seen to kill and eat a coot at FLQ ofl
3/09. A Bartailed Godwit was seen to bc taken by a iuv Pelegrile at Plint or 9/09
and finished offby a young gull.

Brood counts via the Black Grouse Recovery Proicct were promising.. Annual counts
on a 23-year old route second highest since 1994 though covays very small (possibly
breaking up earlier). Recorcls J'rom Denbigh Moors, Pendinas, RM, WE (all small
numbers). 11igre.r/ co(r/: I8 at Watkins lower, l-landegla, l6109.



QUAIL (Cotw'ni coturnix) soFI'tAR

now COMMON Q(IAIL
Pqssqge migtqnt and possibly scarce breeding utmmer visitor.Red Li IHD, SI'EC]
Chryd County rsrily

2-3 calling at Shotwick Fields,23-2610'7 (G. Stamp)

WATER RAIL (Rall s oquaticus) RHEGLN v DtvR

Scarce winter visilor and possible breeding resident. Amber Lisl IBDMI

hr lhe firsl inter period, therc was I inland record: 2 on a marshy pool, WIE, 25102;

a\d 8 coqstal records: I at Gronant Marsh on 3/01 and 2 ibidem, l8l0l I al POA
Warren orr 3 l/0 l; I at Shotton Steelworks, Jan-March; I at Flint on 25 /02 afi I /03;2
at PMPA on 3/03 and I on 9/03 feedilg with Coot and Moorhen
Lr the secold winter period, there were 2 at POA and I at Gronant Marsh on 20/09, 3

on l8/l t alld2 ott"l/12;3 present in reed beds at Shottorl Steelrvorks, Oct-December;

I at PMPA, skatirg on ice, on 18/12 and I there on 2'lll2. A pair bred at RSPB

Conwy. 
r

CORNCRAKE (Crex crex) ||HLCDN |tt vt)

Rare passage mip ant. lyelsh rariry.

I seen to eight yards at POA Warren on 30/04 (dcscription submitted to WRP by G.

Stamp).

MOORHEN (G allinula c hloropus)
nov, COMMON MOORIIEN
Local\, common breeding resi{knt

1/1R DDWR

Reportecl from 18 main areqs. Breecling recorded a/ GF, Grouant LNR, GV,
Llawndyf , Llay Pool, Sl-and a pond irr Mold.
Records ol interest: one attacked and dropped by a Sparrowhawk at PCR; remainecl

in water until the Sparrolvhawk, watching fiom a tree, gave up, 3ll03. Resident all
year at SL where the peak was l3 on 20106.3 ttests raised 7 young.

1l

PHEASANT (Phosianus colchicus) l't;LSnN1

now COMMON PIIEASANT
Locally common brecding residenl, especially neqr wooded and hilly areas where

breeding pens are used by shooling inleresls

Widespread across the county. AIso an occasional garden visitor-5 birds seen from

a Ilolywell garden on l/12. l,argest cotrntr 80+ in fields nr Prvllglas, Ruthin, 10/l I



COOT (Fulica atra)
now COMMON COOT
Locolly common breeding resident an.l winter yisilor

('WTl/1R

Recorcled through the year from 20 nain sites.
Highest coults: a peak of 194 at Llyn Helyg on l8/l l; 122 at Ysceifiog on l3l01;
cl20 at FLQ, l1l01; I l3 at PMPA on 27l12; cl00 on l9108 at Shotton Steelworks; 95

alGF,16l12; c80 grazing on grass at Hanrner Mere,29/01168 at KCF o\9112;60 at
Dolrven Reservoir on l5/09; 47atSl,on l8/10.

OYSTERCATCHER (Haenatopns ostrulegus) PtoDFN Y MOR

now E U RAS IAN O YS T E RCAI'C H E R
Scarce breeding resident and abundant winter yisitor. Amber l,ist IV/1, llL]
The Dee estuary is a site o/ international importance in the UK

(OC)JFMAMJJASOND

396 650 t932 6025 3632 2840 3t30

oMR 25 633 700 4261 5300 4500 2200 370

POA 3000 30sT 2230 ls00 1406 lt22 t769 6'732 t0637 7380 5400 3t00

t315 402 2040 560-5 3579 4853 887MDR 2560 t314 2060

Large (non-breeding) numbers can be seen on or near lhe coa.st: 10,637 at POA on
l8/09; 5300 at OMR on 9/09
Just five inland records this yaar'. I at CF' on 29103; I at Llyn Brenig on 2ll05 and 2
oD 26105 (but no breediug indicated),2 at lrenrl's Moss on 7/07, I at TMR,5/09.
Reported along the whole lenglh of the coa:,t. c400 at Rhos Point on 30/01 and 9/02;
406 off Rhyl harbour on 6l12:300+ at Llanddulas on 5/05; but the main counts are
along the Dee estuary.
Coastal breeding'. a pair reported as feeding at least I young on RML islald on
l3107; 2 pairs reported as l?eslirg at Gronant, l5/07 (outcome unkDown).
Dee Esluory: Breeding: despite the presence of this species through the year, thc huge
numbcrs are largely of non-breeding winter flocks and breedilg is on a minuscule
scale. I pair succ€ssfully raised I young on OMR and two pairs made breeding at-
tenrpts at POA and successfully fledged one youflg; a pair bred on the adjacent for-
rner colliery site and successfully fletlged two young. A fifth pair nested on arable
land adjaccnt to IMF and a sixth pair rvere scen with 2 young at the nest al SL. A pair
bred at Shottorl Steelworks raishrg 2 young (3 eggs rvere laid) and a second pair laid 2
eggs which failed to hatch.

BB 3365 3550 3005 858

12



OMR, POA, MDR and BB (Greenfield lo Flint sands) monthly maxima are shotvn in
the tuble.'l'he MDR records refer mainly to LT where the peak count was 5605 on

26109101. The POA peak coult was 10,637 on l8/09 (HT), a substantial increase on

last year. The OMR peak was 5300 on 9/09 (H'I). The BB figures are an aggregate
fol Greenfield, Bagillt and Flint at lorv rvater with a peak count of6025 on 6/09.
RSPB Conwy: ftom the Foel Fras hide, 2 juvs swam to island opposite and the adult
then noisily attacked 2 Lapwings guarding their own 3 chicks, l0/06,

STONE CURLEW ( Bur h i nus oe di cnernus)
Scarce vagt'ant. llclsh rarity.

I at Llanddulas, l5/12 (R.1. Thorpe). Acc€pted by WRP: only the second record for
Denbighshire.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Clruradrius dubius) ctvttAD I()RCttoG BACtt

now LITTLE PLOVER
Rue summer visitor and passage mig'qnl. Scercc scollered breeding.
lnland: Breecling: a pair of adults and three small chicks were seen several times in
June aI Pandy waste tip, nr Gresford, the chicks taking refuge from predators among
building waste. Possible breeding at FLQ but not confirmed.
A pair were seen ftequently at GF between l9l04 and 2105 and2 at BQ on l/05
(possibly the same pair) but no confirmed breeding. A pait were seen at Llay Pool,
5106-20/06 and 2 pairs on 28/06 but no apparent breeding presumably due to distur'-
bance from cattle and anglcrs.
Coaslal'. Ilreeding: a pair seeD at SL with I young; no nest found but young too small
to fly.
Other records.3 at Shotton Steelworks on22/04 atrd I on 20105. There were five Ie-
cords at POA: a single on 7/04 and 5-6105 and l3105 and 3 displaying on the old col-
liery site on 16106 but no confirmed breedilg. I callilg over Cronant beach at
02loam on 5/06.

RtTEDUR y MoLLvDD

RINCED PLOVER (Choradrius hiaticula) ctttt/4D roRcHOG
Breeding resident in small numbers and passqge migrqnt. Amber l,ist fiylJ

Bteeding', two pairs made breeding atternpts at POA but both were unsuccessful and
two pairs made breeding attempts on the adjacent old colliery site but also failed.
Along the coast, the main counts were at Gronant (a peak of c40 ou 2l /05 and c300
on 20109), Kinmel Bay beach (75 on 9/01) and Pensarn and Llanddulas (peaks of c25
with 75 Dunlin on l/03 and 40r'on Pensarn beach on 9/0{l). Winter counts ofup to 35

also seen at River Clwyd, Rhyl, Rhyl Spiash Point and beach and Rhos-on-Sea
promenade.
Along tlre Dee estuaty,larger but variable numbers were fouud: occasional at Flint,
p€aking at 70 on 30/08; at MDR the peak count was 680 on 25108; OMR peaked at
6l oll l6108 and PoA on 22108 with 297 at HT.
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GOLDEN PLOVER (Phoialis apricaria) cwTtAD AUR

now EIlROPEAN GOLDEN PLOVER
Scarce breeding resident end witer visitor. Amber List filtll

Rreeding: 3 pairs bred on Deubigh Moors.
Seen only ln vetT small numbers. The largest lrumber sighted was 26 flying W over
Tyn-y-rhyd (SJ 240350), 16/03.2onRMon l2110; only l-3 seen at POA (see table)
but l4 at Warren Farm} on l2l01. Ouly 2 records at OMR: 2 on 9/09 and I on 3/10.
Only I at l"lint on 6/09 and at Wahven Marsh on l6112.

(GP)JFMAMJJASOND
POA3-rl3-3-

GREY PLOVER (l'luvialis squatarola) cwrtfi Lt.trYD

Winter visitor and pqssqge migranl. Auber List [Wl, Lll,]
The l)ee esluary is o site of internationol inporlctnce in the UK

(GV)JFMAMJJASOND

POA 80 23 106 4 ll 2 r00 68 105

LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus) roRNCtlwtGt.IiN
now NORTHERN LAPIVING
Breeding residenl, passoge migrant and winter visitor. Amber List fttll
The Dee estuary is a si/e (t national importance in Greal llrilain

Reported from many areas across the vice-counties.
lnlund: Seen in variable numbcrs in 28 areas, Dreeding records: confinned breeding
at Erddig where a pair guarded 2 young chicks (May-July) next to the lake. This may
be a filst for here arrd was possibly the outcolno ofno public access because of FMD!
4 pairs nested on old Firestone sile, WIE,20/04 but outcome unknown.5 pairs bred
Dear Pontfadog hills but outcome unknown. Up to 6 pairs (plus I pail Curlew) ceased
b|eeding at Ffrainc Farm area (SJ 238552), nr [thydtalog, perhaps due to heavy graz-
ing pressure and possibly moved to Nant Y Ffrith Reservoir area (SJ 237530) where
59 hirds counted on l3103

Birds were present for most ofthe yeat. Dee Estuary Reserves, The peak count was
106 at POA at tl I on t/03 (see table). In thc second winter period, nearby Gronant
beach had a peak of84 on l8/l I but the other reserves held only very small numbers:
OMR had 6 on 30111 ajJd 2 on2/12; Flint had I oi2l12 and 4 oi 16l12.
AIso found at R. Clwyd, Rhyl: I on 17l l2 and at RSPB Conwy: a peak of3 on l2l10.



Highest counts (inland winteriug sites): 400 at Crewe Hill (SJ ,+20520) and 250 at

Wofihenbury (SJ 425470), both l5/02; peaks of c170 inc. a likely leucistic bird in a
field off 4483 nr Wynnstay on 22102 and 150 at Borras on 7/l l;a pcak of cl80 at

FLQ on 3/09; cl50 at Rossett on 28/12, c 100 at GF on 28101; 72 at Nant-y-Frilh res-

ervoir ol 27l10.
Smaller numbers, up to 50, also seen at AWCP, Caego, Coedpoeth, Denhall Sluices,

Halkyn, Hope, Llay, Nercwys, l'airrant and several Wrexham sitcs.

Cdasld/r found in variable numbers from l-1000+. The highest coastal counts were

found ot the River Clwyd esnary: 500 on 5/01 and 23108 with wilter roosts of up to
800 on RML. Coastal brelding recortls:3 pais nestecl on Flintshire land adjacent to
IMF (outcome unknown due to t'MD).
Dee Estuary and Flooclplain: the peak count for OMR was 1625 on24lll (LT); Flittt
had a peak count of 350 on 8/12; the POA peak count was 218 ott l'llll at HI (see

table) bul there was a peak of329 at Wanen Farmf on 3ll01. The BB figure is the

monthly LT maxima for Flint only: there were also counts of 150 at Greenfield on

30/01, 350 at Walwsn on l6112 alld 155 at Bagillt on 24ll l. lhe peak for IMF rvas

2 150 in December (the table gives monthiy maxima for the whole reserve plus arable

field9, At SL, three nesls known but all failed due to harsh weather. Smaller numbets

seen at SF \ryhere the pcak was 50+ on 3/01.
RSPB Conuy: found through the year and peakirrg at 270 on l3102.
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KNOT (Calidris canutus) ?tRrDD rtt )BER
now RED KNOT
l)ossoge migronl and \rinter visilot'. Amber Lisl [Iyl, WL, SPECJ
The Dee estuqry is a site ol internalionol imporlance in the UK

Seen along the coast- l0 at Rhos Point on 2102 and at R. Clwyd, Rhyl where 2 on

30/0ll and I on 5/ll-but principally a Dee Estuary bird where good numbers were

recorded (see tahle). BHP counts tbr the Dee estuary count gave peaks of 4700 on

26101,4500 on l0/02. Peak counts: Flint, cl00 on l2102 but 2000r-off FC on 24l10t
MDR, 1720 on I4102; POA (HT),3580 on 30/01; OMR, 600 on l8/10; Bagillt, 100

on 24ll l, RSPII Conwyr l-2 occasional.
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(KN)JFMA
MDR 4 I0 t'120 342

oMR - 250

POA 3580 3330 440 440

M J
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SANDERLING (Calkhis alba) ptuyDD y TywoD
Passsge migrqnl ond winler y is itor. The Dee esluary is asile oJ national impo qnce

in Greal Britain

r,r9
POA

JF M

42

AMJJA
30 t266 't0

LITTLE STINT (Culidris minuta) !,IJ|DD Btcrt
Vety scarce passage migranl; usually found in small numbefi on autlnw p.tssqge

There were ntore records this yeqr.
Small numbers werc observed at the Dee Dsluary rEserves, as follo\vst POA had sirr-
gles ou I l/05, 17108,20/09 and2 on 30/09; OMR held an adult on l4108 and l6108,6
on 28/09 and 2 on 3/ I 0; Bagillt had tlvo birds on 2ll09 and Flint lonthesameday; I

at LT at MIJR orl 26109.
Also seen at R. Clwyd, Rhyl (SJ 0081) on l0/05 and I2109.

CURLDWSANDI,IPDR (Calitlrisferrugineo) ptR|DDo vtr)tc
Scarce qulumn passage migrafit

46

I

Seen in variable flock sizes along the coast in spring and autumn/winter, somctimes
with other waders
Largest /locks : 200 at Gronant beach on l4l1 l; 130 at Pensarn on l4lll; cl00 at
POA on t/12 (see table);75 at Kinmel Bay on 9/01; a peak of 42 at Rhyl on 8/09.
Also seen iu small rumbers at Llanddulas, OMR and Walwen.

Dee Estuary Reserves: there were l5 records, as follows: an unseasonal bird was seen
at POA on 24101, possibly oiled as preening a lot; POA also had a single adult or
l2105, 4 moulting adults on 24107, singles on I 7/08 and 5/09, 2 juvs ou 6-7109, a sin-
gleon l3109,2birdson l6109 and,l on 20109. OMRheld3 juvs on 5109,7 on2ll09,
9 on 29/01) and I I on 5/10. CQNR had 2 on 3/10. Therc was I at MDR on26/09 aru),

3 at F'lint on 9/10.
Also seen at 'fowyn Beach (SH 989803) rvhere a juv or 6/09, and at R. Clrvyd, Rhyl
where 2 on l2109 and single birds on 2ll09 ald 26109.
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PURPLE SANDPIPER (C al idr is mar it in a)

Winter visitor in stnall numbers. Ambet l,isl [BR, Wl]
PIRYDD DU

I feeding rvith Redshank at OMR on 2/l I and 2 at Rhos Point, 9/l I

DUNLIN (Calidris alpino) PtttvDD v MAryN

Passage migrant and common \rinler visiloL Amber List [Wl, WL, SP[q
The Dee Estuary is qn internqtionqlly iuPortanl sile lor \)intering Dwlin lhottgh
bit'cls are found throughout the year.

Almost entirely coastal and the largest numbers are found along the Dee estuary but a

small number of passage birds use the pools at Borras and Gresforcl: 2 at GF otr

19/04, I on29/05 and a single bird was at BQ pools on l/05,
Coastal. good numbers may be found at Kinrnel Bay (where 2 separate,flocks of
200+ and 150+ on 9/02) and the Rhyl area-(peak counts) c 150 at RML on 27101 and

800+ on 6/12; cl00 on 29101 at River Clwyd, Rhyl and 500 on l5/12 and on Rhyl

Beach East (200 on 9/02). Also seen at Llanddulas and Pensaru (peak count of c75

feeding with Ringed Plover, Turnstones and Rcdshank ol l/03) and Gronant (c100

on 20/09 and 20/12).
Dee Estuary: seen in each rnonth at POA where the peak was a count of 3480 on

I l/01 ; a BHP estuary count gave 36-50 on l0/02. The OMR peak was 3000 on l6ll I
(IIT). The peak count for MDR was 1040 on 25108. The BB figures are lor Flirlt
where the peak count was I 150 on l2108 on a falling tidc (see table).

RUFF (Philomachus pugnax) PtuvDD loRL:lloc
Scarce pa,ssage migrant. Anber List [BR, WLJ

The Dee estuaty i.\ a sile of nolional inportance in Greal llt'ilain but vary fe\ birds
ore recorded on the llelsh sicle.

A single at POA on l6109. 4 records at OMR: alon l8-19/08, 3 on l9109 and afon
2ll09. Siugles at Irlint on 25108 and 30/08.
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JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)
Scorce migrunt an.l winler visitor. Amber List [SI'EC]

SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago) GltcH (;vt-ttREDtN

now COMMON SNIPE
Rare breeding rcsident, passoge nigranl and v'inlet lisitor. ,lmber l,i:tl IBDM]

The ldrgesl ntmbers are fburul inlancl qt Dol*,cn Reservoit' and in the coastal oreas
ofGronant and POA.
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GI/lClI l, ACIl

Just three inktnd records'. I flushed on RM on 10/10. 3 al Dolwen on 8/12 and I at

Clocaerog on 22112.

Coa,r/.1/: Gronant Marsh rvas still the maiu site lhough fewer were counted than last
year with 2 at on 3/01 and t on l8/01 and on 3/03; small numbers counted in the pe-

riod l3/l 1-31/ 12 with a peak of8 on l8/l l, At POA CI-, birds rvere rnainly flushed
from damp grassland adjaceut to the ponds, 241 l0-l0l12. 1'hc largest number was 4

on 4/ll/01, A single bird was 0ushed by the rising tide at Flint on2ll2.2 alR.
Clwyd, Rhyl on 3ll12.

lnlqnd. reporled for l2 areas and possibly breeding in the Denbigh Moors area where
drurnmilg heard. The maiu sites were at Dolrven (where a peak count of50 on 8/12-
see lleBs table), Pulford Brook/Dee Meadows flood (SJ 405580) where 25 on l5l01,
Stryt Las CP, Ruabon where the peak courrt was 19 ott2610l and I0 at FLQ on 25ll I

rvith 8 each at WIE (25102) and Fenn's Moss (20/1 l), 2 at Bwlchgrlyn Quarry ou
23109 and sirrgles ar Ceiriog Ucha (SJ I535), AVy'CP and Erddig and present during
sp|ing arrd autumn counts on RM but with no attempt to cetlsus.

Coastal. fN fewer at POA than last year; lhe peak count at H f was 40 on 28102' a

peak of l4 at POA Ct, on 16/12 (see table);9 at Llawndy[ on l0/01. 2 at OMR on
l8/01 and 2 on 26108. 3 at F'lint on 25l0ll and l6110 and 4 on 2/12. I at Sholton Steel-
works on I I/03. The peak counts at Gronart Marsh were 40 on 3/01 and 30 on 26ll l.
Smaller numbers were seen at KCF and at Rhyl where l6 were seen in a flooded field
olf Rhyl Road on 4/03 and at RML ald R. Chvyd, Rhyl with peaks of 7 on 26101 and
'7+ on20/12. A single bird was seen in June but with no evidence of'breeding. Conwy
RSPB Reserve also held good numbers throughout the ycar with a peak of 42 on
16ll I (see table).



WOODCOCK (\cobpar rusticolu) Cvtl;vt.oc
no*, EU R,4SIAN WOODCOCK
Scurce breeding resident dnd wintu visitor. ,4nber List [DDM, SPDC]

t994 1995 1996 t99'7 l99lt

I

BLACK-TAILEDGODWIT (Limo.salinosa) RttoslocGvNt.t,oNDDIJ
Pas$qgc nigrqnl. l'rincipul$, a winlar visilor bul incrcasingly found through the

),ear. Red l,ist IHD, BR, WL, SPEq
The Dee Lsluqry is qfi inlernationall.y impot'latll sitc lbt' lhis species.

Dee Estuot')t lnonthly maxima are giveu irt thc table. The BB figures are for maxirna
at Flint at varying siates ofthe ticle, rvhcre the peak cout rras 2500 on 26710. High
counts were also registered at Walwen, with 800 on 4/04 and Bagillt, with a peak of
1200 on 8/12.
'l'he peak count at OMR was 4000 on -5/10 and 390 at POA on 30/12 (both HT) (ree

teble).

I}III) J F M A i\,4 J J A S O N D

uB t000 900 7r2 1082 1 - - 250 1000 2500 850 2000

OMR t250 l-500 350 564 2500 4000 3900 00

POA 157 40 44 3 2 2 Z 7 67 390

tMt: 223 42 30 t95 460 301 56 621 280 400 357 25

cRtt 191934 19t657
Also found at POA Cl- (18 on 23lll) and at MDR where the pcak count was ll7 on

l/03/01. ]'he IM! peak was 621 in August. This was the fourteenth consecutive year

of summering. During lhe late evening, summerirg birds flight out to the esluary

49

ll sightings, all singles, fiom the IIP/RM/WE area, Jan-Fcb and Nov-Dec. and l-2
flushed flom leaf litter in Gardden Woods, Ruabon , 4/12 and 8/12; I flushed at POA
Warren on 3/01; 2 flerv over Black Brook, Mold at dusk or 3/01 (SJ 230649 attd SI
230652)t 2 put up in woodland, Horsley IJall, Rossett,2Tl02; 5 sightings ofsingles itt
January and Novembcr at R. Clwyd, I{huddlan; 2 at a tradilional site at Nercwys on

27105; I nr MQ, l/l l; I flusheil from woodlancl nr R. Alyn, Hope on l0/12; I at Clo-
caenog on I /12 and 22112.

DF & CM Richardson in a study of toding birds at Penymynydd site, Hawarden

Estate (SJ 313636) tabulate the results as shorvn. The table shows the tnaxitnrtm
number of birds sccn roding. All sightings wct c in Jutte or July and thc rnean lodittg
time \yas lopm.

I uqq | 2000 I 2001

6l nl 21 1l 4l .ll I



BAR-TAILEDGOD\NlT (Linosulapponica) Rttos]ocovNrr,oNFRIrtl
Passqge migranl and wifiler vi\itot' Anhet Lisl [Wl, WL, SPE(J
The Dee estuarT is a silc of intemalionol inportctnce in lhe UK

Recorded in small numbers (and fewer than last year') in all months at POA where the
peak count (llT) was 25 on l9l08 (see labie). Infrequent at BB and MDR where the
peak counts were 35 at Walwen on l0/10 and l5 on 3/09, respectively. Recorded al

OMR, August-Novernber, rvhere the peak count rvas Il3 on 3/10 (HT). AIso re-
colded at R. Clrvyd, Rhyl where I on 3/09, Ffrith Beach rvhcle 3 on l9109 and RSPB
Conwy rvhcre lhe peak was 3 on 2/09.

(BA)JFMAMJJASONI)

WH lM BRIL (Numcnius phaeopus) L'oticrLt:tN]tt
Passagc migranl and summer visilor in small numhers. Red List [BL]

Principally a coastal bird: all 2001 records come fror]r the Dee Ilstuary marshes
(hetween POA alld Shotton), Cronant, the River Cl|yd area and Rhos Poiut. 4 at
Grorrarrt beaclr on 22-24104, I at R. Clwyd, Rhyl on 16/04; 2 flyiug N with oysler-
catchers over RML,4/05; 2 flying W at lowyn on 5/05; I at Ilhos Point on l8/0-5.
RSPB Conwy has a peak count of Il on I l/05.
Dee Estuary: Fewer than last year at POA where recorded flom Aplil-August; the
peak courlt was I3 on 25104 at HT (sce rable). 4 records at POA CL, 25104-16/06 (all
siugles). 3 records a[ OMR: I on l6107, l4 on 26108 and I on l4l09. Filteen recorcls
llorn IlB,25/04-21/05 and l3l07-3l10, peaking at 6 at Greenfield and Irlint on l6108.
5 at Shotton Steelwolks on 29104.

(trM) J

POA

FMAMJ
- 4 13 U 2

ASOND
l0

(jvLFtitlR

Auhu List [BI, lYI, SPE(J

J

1

CURLEW (Nunenius arquutu)
nov' EURASIAN CURLEIV
Drcetling rctidcnt, posr^dge uigrant and winler visilor
The Dea Dslttuty i,r un inlet'noliondll), inpor!dnl sile

Itotntd inland (in ten probable breetling areas) in only snrall numbers, as follows: re-
porled as a "good year" for breeding numbcls on RM whele thc first spring record

)U

(Connah's Quay/Flint) to feed/r'oost and returr eally morniug.
Al,vo rccordecl (tt R. Chvyd, Rhyl (pcak counl {l on l6108) and at RSPB Conwy (see

/a6le) where the peak count was 34 on 26108.

POAS 6 310 5 2 3 25 19 20 12 3



was on l2l031 the first relurnirg bild in the Pontfadog area rvas on l9l03; 2 at Borras,
9/04; several calling on Denbigh Mools, l0/04 aud 8 bathing irr AIed Isaf Rcservoir

on 22106; 4 at Aled Uohaf Rcservoir on 28/06; 2 over TFll, l0/04: I at Bangor Is y
Coed, 2ll05; several calling at Rhelvl where one 'mobbed' a Buzzalil, 8/06; 2 at IIP
on l7106 and 3 displaying at Rhydtalog, same day and I at Wern, Minera (SJ 2850) on

l'1/07 .

Found iu large tumbers (non-breeding) itr cooslal localitics rvith a maxirnttm of 2023
orr 2/10 at POA (more than last ycar) - see lahlc. Recorded all along lhe coast: (peak

counts) Rhos Point (c30 on 9/02 and 9/ I l), Rhyl Promenacle, RML (500 on 8/02) and

R. Clwyd, Rhyl (400+ on 5/01), Llanddulas (c200 on l9/02). RSPB Corrwy had a peak

of '125 on 2610'1 .

Dee Estuary: BB, OMR atd POA aDd POA CL: monthly ntaxima ate shown in the
table. Peak counts; at POA,2023 on 2/10 (llT); Cl-,65 on 25/03 (HT)l MDR,339 in

July at l-T. The BB figurcs reler to tlagillt at L'l- where the peak coullt was 790 on

l2l08. Birds were also found regulally at Flint, Creerfield and Wahveu rvhete the
peak was 260 on 4/04. The peak count for OMR was 100 on l6107 and 24l10 (both

LT). (See table).
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SPOTTED REDSIIANK (Tt'inga crl'thropus) PllvrD ('ot SGOcll t,ttNNoG
I'dtsagc migt'dnt ond s(a\'.' otct -\vintcrinR i.\itt't
I'he Dee Dsluury is oj notionol importdncefor lhis spe<:ies btt with low.figures Jiont
the llelsh side.

A single bird was present through the wintef months at POA; r'ecorded on 5 dates al

Fluslrirrg Lagoons, lll02-4lll (all silgles); 2 recolds of single bitcls frotn MDR on

26109 a .l0/10.2 at Flint on 9/10, 9 al 13/12 aud l2 on l6112. The OMR peak counl
rvas 20 on 6ll0 (see tahle).
Also seell at Rhyl where 2 on 6/09, I ol1 l0-ll/09 at It. Clwyd and 5 at Rhyl tseach t
on l4109.

(DR)JFMAMJJASOND
oMR 7 - l0 15 20 t3 2

35 I 725

5t
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REDSHANK {Tringa lotonu", ?tttYDD (OliSGOCll

NOVL CoMMON REDSITANK
l'ossible brecding resiclenl arul comnon v'intct' visilor. Ambet Lisl IWl, Sl'EC]
The Dce [,stuary is oJ internatktnol inpottance for this spccies

(RK) F
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4',19
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UREF:NSHANK lTinga nrhttl,u i,tl
now COM LIO N G R DENSIIA N K
I'assqge miyunl. Anber Li.\l IBl,J

I' I B YDD ('O IiS I'1;It DD

One inland record I at Gresford trlash on I9108, possibly the first record for here.

Mosl reutrds at'e alotlg lhc Flintshie coast arul Dee cstuory, mainly lule autumn arul
u'intcr 3 al Flint on l6112 and small nunrbers werc present at OMR/CQNR, in Janu-
ary ancl thcn August-Dccember, rvith a peak of20 on l/09. 3 recolds at Shotton Steel-
rvorks with a peak of 3 on 2/09. AIso seen al POA, where there was a ver) early bird
on 30/04 at the FL, and seen July-Novernbcr, with a pcak count of 8 at HT on 2ll08.

52

There wcre three inland reports: a singlc bird at 'IMR on 4/07 and singlc bilds at

Nant-y-Frith reservoir on l5l07 and 20/08.
Coa$tal: seen all along the coast in rvinler including at Rhos Point (a peak of 120+ on
9/3), Rhyl area (a peak of 200 at R. Clrvyd on 20109), PMPA (c80 here on 29101),

Llanddulas (rvhere the peak count was a HT loost ofc225 on l3103) and Petrsarn (c30

also on l9102). Small numbers at Cronant (c20 otr 20l12).
Dee Dstt4ot')' Reserves: found in varying numhers for much of the year (see table) btrt
only o:l|e breeding t'ecord: a pair nested on Flint Marsh, raisitrg I young.
Present through the year at POA wherc the peak count was 655 on 22l10 (HT); a win-
ter presenoe at the Flushing Lagoon where the peak was a HT count of 655 on 4/l I

(see table) a:ncl occasional at CL rvhere the pcak rvas a ll l count of I00 on 16ll2.'fhe
peak counl fbr MDR rvas a HT count on l9/08/01 of 1450. OMR leached 3000 on
5/10 0lT). The BB figures refer to Flilt rvhere the peak of 6-50 was reaohed in Octo-
ber.
The total figures for RSPB Conly are tabulatcd. A pair with a chick rvas seen from
the Visitor Centre. The peak count was 309 or l6ll L
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1350
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Also seen a/ R. Clwyd, Rhyl rvhcrc 2 juvs on 9/07, 6 birds on 23108 and l-2 ort 2'l -

28/08 and throughout Septembel and 3 on l9-20/09.
,4/so at RSPB Conwy in srnall nutnbers (see tablc).

GKJFMAMJJASOND
cR-llll3ll

Several records ft'ou a.lew rcgular ,siles.

Inland:3 at Pulford Brook/Dce Meadorvs on l5/01;WIti: I present 20/0'1 and l/l l,
30/lland several dates subsequently; I at Llyn llrenig on l9/08; I at Pcn-yr-Allt,
Padesrvood (SJ 281615) on 7112.

Coostal: lal BIIP Coastal F'ields on I4l01; I at Gronant on l0-ll/05; 2 at SL, l0-
l3/05. Sirgles were present at OMR and POA or 2(r08 aid21/lO, rcspeotivcly, and

ajuv at POA Ft- on l9/08. 2 at Shotton Steelworks on 2ll10 ancl singles ott 18/l I and

2/12. 7 sightings olsingles along R. Clrvyd, Rhudcllal, August-Decetnber.

WOOD SANDPIPEII (T|inga glareolu) t'tttYDD Y GR4I;AN

Scarce Ttossage migt-ant. Anher List lBR, Sl'ECl Clwytl County t'arity.

A single on tMF BP on 8/05 (C.8. We lls). I at R. Clwyd, Rhyl (SJ 0081) ott l9-20109
(J. Lunt).

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringu ochropusl
Pqs$age migrunl ond v)inler visilor in smull nunbers

COMMON SANDPIPER (Acrir is hypoleucos)
Double passage miglont and breeding visitor

PII}\'DD GWYRDI)

P IDD v t)ORl.1N

Seen in goods nunbet's this yeu'.
lnland: bred at Irt,Q fudg); l-2 at or passage at GF on 20104-23/04 then 7 oll 25l0il
(probably the largest ever coult here); lollowing a damaging dowupour', seven were

also rcported at fMR on 4/07, rvherc none the previous day. I at GV on 5/05. 2 at

l,lyn Brenig on 2ll0-5 and 22/06, 4 at Aled Isaf Ileservoil on 22106 arld I rrr Sutton
Green (SJ 4l 848 I) on 3 l/07.
Coctstol: in the Rhyl area, th€re were I I I records, tt. Clwyd Splash Point-Rhuddlan,
15/04-2109 with 6 on 25104 and 3 on 23l08 ald 2/09 and an unusually very late bird
on 2/12; plus I at RBP on 5/05. Singles werc at BIIP on l2104, l6105 and 27106 atld
at Gronant on 28/04 and Il/05.1'hc Dce Lstuttry reselye.r had 3 at POA on 25/04 and

l3 records involving singles at POA otr27/0'1,4/08 ancl 6/0{l; 3 records of l-2 al the

FL,25104-'1108-3 records at OMR: 2on l6/07,5on l8/08 and20/08; 4atWalwenon
29104 and singles at Walrven on l6108 and at Bagillt on 13101 antl29109. Also, Shot-

ton Steehvorks had 3 records ofsirglc birtls,22/04-12108.

53



'I'URNSTONE (lrcnaria intet'pres) ('utlt?lD 1'uttLttt
NOW RUDDY TURNSTONE
Wlnter visilor. Amber List lV/ll
The Dce estuqry i,t a .\ite of intenatbnol itrpottance in the UK

Regular along the coasl in variable numbcrs. Maximurn counts: Llanddulas had a
peak count ofc140 ir a II'l'roost on 13/03 and 25 summer'-plumaged birds on 27104;
Pensarn had 501 on 26101 and a sizeable rnixed flock (c100 in total) of fumstone
with Ringed Plovers, Dunlin, Redshank on 28102. I at PMPA on 29101 . A peak of 45
at Rhos Point on 9/03i6 at Rhyl Beach on 30/12.
Dee cstuary: regular in wintcr months at MDR wherc thc peak of 36 was reached at
LT on l0l10 (sce toble). Scarce at POA where thc peak count was 5 on 22108. Only I

at OMR, 27108. Recorded in small nurnbers at BB \vhere peak court was ll at

Greenlield on l/03.

(N)JFMAMJJASOND

MDR81I4

sGltvtti\ y GOct,tiDD

POMARINE SKUA (Stcrcorurius pomot'inus) scttt'EN FRDL'I|

Uncomnon pa,ssage migrant. Clvyd (lotnty rarity-see tlpltettdix 3.

ARCTIC SKUA (Stercorariw parasiticus)
Pq.\sqge uigrant in small numbers

Seen ak>ng the coast./i'on Rhyl Splash Point to POA
Several rclorts. fcwcr at POA than last yeal rvith ouly 12 records: 4 olfshore on
14107,3 ot'r 18/07, 5 at FIT on 25107, I on 5/08,2 at llf o[ 6/08,2 on 7/08, up to 12

sightings, 2/09- l6109, and I on 3ll10. Silgles offGronalt on 10107,13/07,2'7/07 and
5 records fbr Rhyl-Prestatyn, 22101-8/09, peaking at Il off Rhyl ou 8/09 includiug I

mobbing 2 Cannets on 22107.

LONG-TAILED SKUA (Stercoraius longicaudu.s) s?fitttiN t.ost tlttN
Scarce pussage migt anl. Clw)td (.'ount), Rarity see ,4ppendix 3.

I at POA at IIT on 2/09, ajuv ol a fallirg tide, ou 4-5/09 (C. Rorvlcy) and 7/09 (E. &
L. Jores); l-2 seer oll successive days, I3/09-16/09 flying W past I'OA (LL John).

GRE,AT SKUA (Stqcorarius skua) SGfit,t:N t:ttyR
Unconnon pot.sagc nigrant. Anbcr List 181, BLI

Singles flying W past POA on 27l0li and 3/09; 4 on 13/09,2 ott l5/09 and 3 on 3ll10

5l
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL (l4r'lr zrclanocephalus) GtvvLAN MOlt v C)INOLDtR

Scat'ce visilot . Anbu List [Bl?J

3 flying W off I'OA ol 7/04 and 14 further offshore and 7 W past POA, 8/04; I again

at OMI{ an adult winter bird on 22108; ajuv flying W past POA on l3109.

LITTLE (IULL (l,arus tninutus)
Scarce passage migranl. Amber List [I]R, SPD(:l

SABINE'S GULL (l,arus sabini)
Scarce vagrunl. Cltl)ll Coun\ ru N

A juv past POA on 7/09 (N. Frisivell)

BLACK-HEADED CULL (Larus rilibundus)
Comuon breeding t'esidenl anl winlcr visilrot'

G tl/Y l./1 N l" l :(: I l/1 N

GIIY]./1N BLNI)DLI

SuccessJii breeding sites at Llytl Ilrdn, l,l1tn Ilrenig and Sfuttton Pools
lnknd sightings; regulat at (rnain sites only) Acton Park (max. 160 on l6112), Urddig
(rnax. 120 on 16/12), GF (rnax. c250 on 4/ll and 16112), and up to a hundrcd at

Crversyllt, Halton nr Chirk, Eagles Meadow, Wrcxham (SJ 3350) antl Ruabon.
Leucistic hircls wele seell at GF- (a rvhite-rvinged bird \yith dull brorvn wing-tips) ancl

PMPA ( from l4l/l l/00-3/01) and, possibly the same bird, at I'ensarn on l9/02.
Cb(r|alr r€gular in the Rhuddlan-Rhyl area where the peak counts were 2000 on

2'1/12 p]lrrs 800f at RMI- on 26112 aud 1200+ at Hodon's Nose on 7/12 plus a large
rnixecl flock fee(ling at LT (with l{crring Gull) of6000 on 3ll12 along Rhyl beach;
200f at Pensanl on 29101. The figures for RSPB Conwy arc tabulatcd. Thc peak

count was 8.10 on l5/02.
Dce Estuarlt:'fhcre rvas a single record of 1440 birds at the Bagillt/Flint roost on

20103. Nurnbels were doln at POA rvhere the peak count was 2300 on 2ll08 (H f).
(see table). The peak court at oMR revcaled 840 on 25108. At lMF, \yinter and au-

.t.t

lna'easingly scen; 27 rccords covcring ll stles lhis ),ear
A second-wintel bild at R. Clwyd, Rhyl on 27101 and adult bircls seen orr 25107, 3/09
ancl 6/09. I at Kinmel Bay on l4109. Four rccords fot Peusanr and LlanddLrlas as fol-
lows: I adult on 18102,3 on24-51O2 (Llanddulas) and 2 birrls in full surnrner plunrage

in the large Cornmon Grrll flock at thc W end of Pensarl beach, l0/03. l2 rccords at

PoA as follorvs: an adult summer bird on 4/07, a first-surnmel on 20/07, a moulting
adult on 24i07, an adult winter on 3/09-9/09 and 30/09 and a first winter bird on

20l10. At OMR there was a second-wioter bird on 20102. 4 records at Flint: a surn-

mer-plumaged adult on l0/03, and 20/03; a winterllumaged bild ol l5/10 ancl 4/12.

A single aclult in }vinter plumage was at Ffynnongroyw South Bay, MDtt at l,T on

l9108. A single bird at Shotton Stcclworks on 25/03.

cltlf l,AN sAlllNF:

l



tumn birds fliglrt on to the rescrve llrorn adjoiuing fields to roost and bathe, the peak
beitrg 450 on l7ll L Shotton Lagoors colorry had 9 nests producing 7 young (fewer
than last year'). 'fhe peak count was 57 on 8/0,1.
An unidentified unusual gull seen at POA on 24101, possibly a Black-headed Gull/
Medilerranean Gull hybrid. Right leg rirtged. I,\ll description given.

(BI1)JFMAM

POA

CR 840 500

(CM)JI'MAMJ

POA

crR 920 500

ASOND

2300 lt25 262
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I

SOND
228 t58
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- t200

236 lt00

COMMON CULL (Larus cantsl 6lt'yLlN y (;WI;I/N|DD

now MEW GULL
Pa.ssage migrant ond wintet'visitor Anber Li.tt [SPELI]
lnlund../bund at variolts sitcs,. often with Black-heuded G ls.
lnlqnd'. records fi'orn Dolwen (a peak of 500 ott 22102) and Plas Uchaf Reservoirs
(c250 on l7l01), Erddig (a peak of50 on lll02), Gtr(30+ on l5/01), Llangollen (c40
at Sun tsank on24ll2), Llyn Brenig (rvhere 500 ott 22/02), Mold (c50 on 26102) and
in stnallel nurnbers at llanmer Mere and SLJ.
Coaslal siles. often in lalge numbers: the largcst count was a single record o[6400
birds at the Bagillt/Flint roost on 20103, includiug a full albino. Gronant beach had
Itl50 on l8/l L Numbers were dorvn at POA \vhcre the peak count was -500 on 22108
(ll I) (scc table). C200 at l-landtlulas on 19i02 alld c1200 at Pelsanr beach rvest-end
on l0/03. Thc peak count tbr River Clwyd, Rhyl-Rhuddlan was 1000 on 27/12.'I'lte
figures lor RSPts Conwy are tabulated. 1'he peak count was 920 on l5/02.

J

t27

l0

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (LarusJitscus) ctryt..tN Gr,t;NDDU LE1F
lreeding residenl und pqssqge migrant. Anbar List fi)I, lll,l

lnlarul reports' lh e Gtesford rco fiotr (ppe rs lo hohl lhe moin roosling siles in lhe
courly where the birds ure now saen through the ),cqr qnd in increusing mmbert

RING-BII,LEDGULL (l,arusdela\earcnsis) Gh,ft.ANFODRtrt'BtG
Rare Amcricun vagt'o,1t. Clwyd C'ounty rurity see lppendix 3.
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L'oostal: regular but in smaller nunlbers at (.sec tuhle). A peak of 159 al PoA ot)

25107 (HT). The OMR peak count was ll5 on l6110. 30 at Fliut on 20/03 and 100 on

25108. 'l'he figures fol RSPB Conrvy arc tabulated. 1'he peak was 40 otl l7108. 2 pails
had 2 broods.

(I,B)JFMAMJJASOND
cF 61 100 l00r 200 250 200+

POA-1 -159484-
cR-225-36-40

IIERRING GULL (Luus argcntatus) ct+'tl.,tN I Pl.:Nlvtlt(i

llreeding rcsident and pa.ssage migrant. Anber Lisl lBDl,lJ

Cilasral. fouucl all along the coast but the maitr site rvas at POA rvhere the peak count
was 1398 on 23107 (llT) (tae table). Kinrnel Ray held 250-t on 6/12, 8001 at Rhyl
Beach on 30/l 2 and a rnixed flock of c6000 thete on 3 l / l 2. A count of 1 00 ql Flir)r on

20103 and 200r on 25108. Cronant beach held 208 on l8/l I in the sccorLl winter pc-

riod rvhen the OMR peak rvas only 58 on l6110. c,100 at t.landclulas on l0/12.

(IIG)JFMAMJJASOND
POA

sspYELLOW-LEGGDD GULLfl,. a. nichahcllis)
Regular but scarce late,tummer passage ni!<tanl

580 l3e8 748 658 290 56

G WII,,,IN GO]iS IIDI,I|N

Morc recorcl.s thisllrdr. 'fhete \vere 9 records ofthe rvester,r form nichahelli,s atPOA
as follorvs: l on 22106 and 22101,5 on 23107, 4 ot12510'7,2 on 27107, 1 on 5/08, 3 on

l2l08 and I o| 22/08. I at Cronant beach on 22104. 4 records at oMR: 2 aLlults on

l4108, 20108, 24108 and 2 wirter-plurnaged adults on 2ll09. 6 records at Flint (all
adults): I on l'2108,2 ott l-s/08, I on 28/08, 2 otr3l09,2 on 18/10 and I or 2/12. 3 at

Shotrvick Rescrvoirs on l0/08 and l,l/08. Also seen at Pcnsanr on 25102 ancl Rhyl ol
25/07

57

The table gives unco-ordinated maxjmurn count iigures where available. Also re-

corded at Bonas, Ervloe (454 at Smithy Lane, Cross Farnr nr Ervloe (SJ 281662) on

12107), Llyn Brenig and al. Pontfadog where rnany flocks of 30-50 scel prssittg over
orr I/04.

I nldnd. recorded al C l', rvhclc perhaps increasiug (c400 on 2 8/0 I and 2 5/ I 2), Ruabon
and Wrexham.



A first-winter bird at GF on 5/02 and an adult on 29103 and 3/04 (presumably the

same bir(l) with othcr gulls which flcw ofl at 07.50 am on thc latter date (J. Newton,
K. Smith).

CLAUCOUS CULL (Larus hltperborcus)
Scat'ce i,intet visitor. (llwyd Coun0, rurity

owyLlN v oo(it,EDD

A fir'st-rvirrter bild at Llanddulas, 18102 and 20102 (1. Fliggiuson)

CREAT BLACK-BACKED GU LL (Lurus nurinus) Ghtt't.AN GtittNt)DU r.tfvAt'
I'asssgc migranl ot\d winter visitd'
The Dee cstuary is a sitc of national impot tqnce in Grcat llfilain

The pcak POA count was 98 on 5/09 (HT) and for OMR it was 136 on 16/ll(see tu-
6/e). A lecortl of30 birds'loafing' on Greenfield sandbanks on 20/03. Also seen off
Rhyl l)each (a peak of52 on 6/12), Shotwick reservoir (1,5+ on l0/08) and inland at
l.lyn Brenig.

(GB)JFMAMJJ

POA 54

OMR

6t

44

S

98

80

ON

86 44

rr6 136

D

l0

t20

GIYYI./1N GOD,9 DDU

SANDWICHTERNt'.\Lei-,asa,h'iccttcis) iloRtr|;NN,/tttGDDLt
Pqssage nigrdnt. Amber List 1lll,,,\l'L('l
'l.he Dce esluary is o silc o/ n{iiondl impofl.tncc in Grcel llt ilain

Gronunt atd I'OA are important./or their prelnig otor), roost of tcrn.\.
Recolded at Gronant & POA frorn March(25l03)-Septemher. A peak ol 250 at
Gronant bcach on 22/04,30+ off ncarby Ffiith beach, Prestatyn on 4/08, sorne

J.'

ICELAND GULL (Larus glaucoide.s)
Scqfce winlct visilor'. Clv)td L'ount.y Rarity.

GtYYl.!1N l'll ll l?(:Tl(i

KITTIWAKE (Rissa tidqctyla)
now B I,,4CK-L EGG E D K I TT I llA K E
Passage migrafit

Seen off Rhos Point (peaks ol c20 on 6/0,1 and of 30+ ol1 l3107 and 7/08), Rhyl and
Llanddulas (c l0 on l2107). Fcrvcr lotcd this year at ['OA- 4 offshore on 25103; I on
6/04 arrd l5 otl7/04,4 on 7/06; 3 at H I' on ll/07; and 6 sightings in September, the
main couuts being 70 flying past on 3/09, 20 on l5/09 and 70 ol1 l6109.



(TE)

POA/
Gronant

F MAMJJASO
- 250 30 ,{0 1300 500 100

N D

Chvyd County Rarity- see Appcndix 3

COMMON TERN (Stct'nq hitltndo) ttlORIvttNNOL cv|t"RLDtN

Passage migranl and breeding summer tisilor
The Dee estuary is a silc of nationul imporloncc ,1 (ieol llriloin

Dee Estua4r. lhe Shottot, colon.y ht,d t record leor with 545 pdrs ond 810 Jledged
young wcre rirge (see table, cou esy oJ,lohn llirch and Paul Triggs). 1'he mottalitl,
t'ulc \tds the ktwest lbr seyeral ),ears. l'hc Jitst relurning birds r)erc 3 on 22/01. thc
Iqsl sighting was 01 8 on 2/09.

HT counts for POA gave rnaxirnum figures of 600 in July, 300 in Au!rrst 1nd 70 in
Scptember, fewer than last year (the peak count date was 22107). Regularly Present ir)

sulnorel at MDR and Bts, fishing thc low rvatel channels off Gleelfielcl and Walwen.
Peak counts were 550 off Greenfield on 5/08 arrd 165 offFlint on l5/08. A latc pair

fished the river occasionally at OMR up to l6109 and several "colnic" terrrs rverc olf
POA on l7109. 2 early birds at Grorant beach,22104, presurnably heading for Shot-

ton.

ROSEATE TERN (Sterna dougallii)
Scdrce pqssage migt anl

ARCTIC TERN (Sretna paradisuea)
lJnconnon passage nrig ant. Anher List |)DMl

(C N)

pairs

young ringed

1996

350

561

1997

393

386

t998

41t

521

1999

433

2000

491

632

2001

545

8t0

A.IO R I]' EN NO I, If II I I)OG

MORWI;NNOI, Y COC I-I;DD

Only four records at POA: singles on l/07 and 8/07 and 6 on l0- I l/07

59

nrobbcd by Arctic Skua. 4 at POA on 7/04 arrd 30 on 8/04. H'l'maxima for POA are

giverr in lhe table; the peak count date was 2210'l (see lable). A recold of 80 off
Greenfielcl ol 5/01i, 7 oll I'C on 25l0t1, 4 at Wahven on 2/08 and 2 at OMR on 26108

2 at Shotton Steelwolks oll l7l06.
A.lditional site reco|r/s: fiequent off Rhos Point, 6104-1210'1 with a peak coult of 8 I ;

Rhyl (a peak of32 on 8/09) and 2 at l,landdulas on 27104.

J

Shotton Corumon Tent u ot4,, rccent resuhs



Ll'fTL[ TERN (Sterna albrfxtns) tttottwtiNNot. t)t (:tt,tN

Passoge migrunl attd regular breeding sltmmer visitor. Anbq Lisl ISPDC']
7'he Dee estuory is a site of nationdl imporloncc in Gt'eat Brilain

The nesling c'olony ut Gronunt hrul a disastrc s brecding scason: lherc v,ere 85 paits
but onb, a sirgls yllungster /Iedgad (see lable).
2 at Gronant by 22104 aM.20 by 25104. Seen along the coast (presunlably Cronant
birds) at POA, Rhyl, Prestatyn and Flint,210l-8109 rvith peaks of 100 at PoA on

22/07 and 24101 and 25 at FliDt on l2108.

The Litlle Tern nestitlg cok)ny et Gronoti

(.4 F)

pairs

fledgcd
young

1993

45

45

1994

'71

120 -

t,10

I 995

6-5

36

1999

ti(r

ul

2000

'75

51

200 I

85

I

Seyerul rcutrds - I at Gronant on 5/07; POA had five recoltls: l-3 ott 20108-23/08, I

at I.lT on 3/09 and I flyiug W on l5/09.

BLACK TERN (Chlidonios niger)
Uncommon pqssage migrqnt

GUILLEMOT (Lh'il oalge)
Rcgt,lu fisilor lo L'oastal walers. Atnbcr List [Bl, BLJ

STOCK DOVE (Coluuba ocnas)
now STOCII PIGEON
Ih eeding rcsident. Amber List lBll

(:OIISI'II'NNOL DDU

Olt,vt.o(;

RAZORBILL (Alcs tot'da)
S m al I num b ers occ as kt na I ly re cor tlcd ofl.i hor c Anhcr l.isr pll.J

l?ecent rccorlls suggest thut this is $,itlcsprcad throtgh thc countt' in snoll ntnbers

60

1996 1997 1998

78 80r 35-,10

120+ 9- 20

Rhos Poirt had c20 on 2'7 /04 alncl25/05 and singles ol 19/06, l3/07 and 8/12.4 off
POA on 6/06 and 32 next day.3 secn ovcr Rivcr Dee, Gleenfield on l31 10,

I offRhyl Splash I']oirlt on 6/09.

AUK spp. (Uria/Alca)

ll off POA on 7/04, l0 on (t/06,29 or7/06.

(\)t.oM1.:N tfYt.t,1'



Nurnber Sitc Crid reference

Connah's Quay Nature Reserve

2 (lonrvv ItSPII Reserve ald Ilivcr
Conwy

3 Beltisfield aud Fenn's Mosses

Ciresford Iilash sJ 346538

5 Grollant sand durcs sJ 09084-s

Hanmet Met c si,155397

7 [,lancldulas s 9 10785

Llangolleu sJ 215420

q l-lyn Brenig sH 9755

l0 Llyn llelyg sJ I 177

ll Mocl Irarnau st t64621

l2 River Clrvyd

l3 River Dce

l,t Ruabon

Shotton Lagoons sJ 3071

I6 Shotwick Lakc and I,ields sJ 31',72

t7 World's End

Scc also Gazctteer

Key to sitcs shown on the centre-fold map ovcrleaf

I sJ 270720

stJ 795775

sJ 490370

4

6

8

sJ 30 t439

l5

sJ 238478
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Breeling: 4 nestboxes at SL procluced 5 young; all ringed on 24105.

l-argest counts'. 70 at IMF Flintshire boldel on lll04, feeding on linsccd fields; 30 at

CL on l4l0?; 35 at Castell Dinas Bran on l61 10.

Repofled in small numbers fronr anothel I6 locations: AP, tlHP coastal fields,
Borras, C-oedpoeth, Denbigh, Crecnfield coastal fields, GF, Grverlaffield ll Mold,
llalkyn, OMR, POA, Rhuddlan, Sychdyn, SF, 'l'lR, Wlii

WOODPIGEON (('ohmha pulumhus) YSGItT'tt,tN

now COMMON IYOOD PIGEON
Abundant hreeding rcsident. Often cullecl by lotal agricultural intere,;ts. IWE]

ll/iclcsprcad and successful in a 1)ariety o/ hahitats. Rcports recei,cd fi'om mqny
uraus. A,lrotina (>100):2000 moving S uear PCR at 0730hts on 9/1 I; 400 at Hosely
l,ane, Marford, 10/02; c200 al Ilanmel Mele on 20/01; 180 feeding on kalc stubble
at Plas-yn-Brain Fm., I'reuddyn, 6112; 147 feeding at Greenfieltl on 23110; a peak

count of 100 at Rivcr Clwyd, Rhuddlan on 24l12.

lJreecls readily itt subu'bun areas. Mq"rimum numbers. a rernarkable count of I40 in
trees and buildings near Flint Castle on l6lll;57over'l'alacreWarrenon29/06; 55
at River Cllwyd, Rhuddlan on 2/ll1,26 al Parkside, Marford on 20109; 20 on Flint
lnarsh on 24103.

TURTLE DOVF, (Streptopelia ho'tur) tLtRluR
nov EUROPEAN TURT'LD DOVE
Scsrce summer breedinE visitor. RedList IBD, SI'ECJ Clw1,d County rarity

l-2 in the Bwlchgwyn area, May-Au8ust, possibly breeding (1,. Woocl, S. Davies). I

at falacre Warren on 29105 (C. Rowley). I oD 6/06, on scrub laud off Carnbriarr
Walk, Rhyl (J. Lunt).

COLLARED DOY E (Steptopelia .lecqocto)
nov, EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE
Comnton and widel;pread brceding resident

CUCKOO (Cuculus cunorus)
now COMMON CIICKOO
Breeding summer visitot' fiYE I

(:()(;

More reportcd.sightings thi.\ yeu (30) but st.illJbver t'ecords than l9il9 v,hen 50

6J

FIIRAL PIGEON (Columbia 1A,lal: found iu numbers in Town Ccntres; smaller
numbers elsewhere, including gardens. I'eak counts: a regular roost of up lo 250 at
Rhyl Railway Bridge; 50+ regular iu Wrexham TC; 36 atBHP 1'errninal on l4l01.

7\]RTIJR 1)ORCIIO(;



l'irst retord oJ spring: Sun Bank, l.langollen ot 22104 19104 at Llandegla in 20001

andthe last was on I3109 (a.iuvenile) at POA U7106 in2000 at ItMl.
Recorcled (nainly singles) lr Coedpoeth area (10 sightings, mainly singles, 26104-

6/06); Clesford area (6 sightings, 21104-12106), and 7 sightings of l -3 at Clocaeuog,

Wlll and Ruabon where 3 very eatly /unconfirmed birds on passage, flying rapidly

and emitting a croaking type of call, 1FR, l5/04. 3 recortled singles on l)enbigh
Moors, 19/05-22/06. I at Shotton Steelrvorks ot 29101; I callirrg at GIeenfield on

I2105 and I at GV on 9/06; a lriv near POA hide on l7108 and trC on l9/08 and POA

coasral fields on I1.00 (samc bir(l'l).

BARN OWL (Tyro alba) t vLLUAN tvLN

Scarce breeding resiclent. Amber List [BDM, SPE(:J

lh'eeding: trvo pails bred in Denbighshire, each with two chicks-near Cynwyd and

Llangollen; reports fi'om 5 other sites within 3km of RM. A pair bred nt Hawarderr

$,ith at lcast 2.juvs.
At least I I other sightings; several sightings of l-2 crossing the Mold-Denbigh road

near l-ixrvrn; two single birds seen at Clocaer]og and nr LIyn Bran, Denbigh Moors,

8/06; t hunting at SL on 28106; I n[ Llandeilo, 25l0ll; I nr L)ay irdustrial estate, 4/09

and I flerv across Mold Road at Gwersyllt ott 24109, a toad casualty on the 455 at

Bodelwydden, 5/l l; I seen crossing the A470 near Llanlwst, on the W-edge of our

area, on l0/11; I above Glyn Valley Tramway, Ceiriog Valley on l2l12; I along

Ruabon by-pass, early evening, 26112.

LITTI,E OWL (lthene noctua)
l)rceding residcnt

Tyt,l,LtlN rlct !

l4ore records this yeor
Ovet 47 sighlings in 23 loca!ions (nainb, singls") as follovs; l in usual place in hole

in olcl oak nr river Dee, Holt, 2/0 t ; I frequeltly seer ot hearcl at TFR, with seven

sightillgs through lhe year; l-2 regular at WalTen Farm[; l2 sightings ofa single bird
along Rivel Clrvyd, Rhuddlan; 2 nr Ruthin on 3/02 and I on Rtlthin Cattle Market on
'7105;2 on Dysefih farnrland ou 8/02; I at Pen-y-Bryn Farm, Rhyl on lll05; I at

Cornmonrvood, l9105; I at Ttelarvnyd, l9/05; I at Cypsy Lane, Mold on 5/06 and

2l106; I at New tSrighton (SJ 2496-57), sitting on footpath sign at 22.00 lrrs; I flying
at Creenfield on l4106 and I on 20/06 at Gwernymynydd Hill, Mold; I at Llandyrnog
on22106; I at t,lanasa on 2/07; I near Llay Industrial Estate, 3/07; a Possible birtl fly-
irg lo\y at Sutton Creen, t5107,2 ar Jim Larvs Golt Shop, Saltrrey, I6107; I nr Chirk
CasUe, l9108; 4 (presumably a family group) at Llay on 5/09; I at llersham, l6109; I

(hcard only) at Coed-y-urain, Lixwnt on l2112.
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TAWNY OWL (Strir aluco) t'tLt.u.,1N ttt 'tt

Wide:,pre ad breeding resident.

About a dozen sightings thlough the year in Llanddulas, Ruabon and Coedpoclh, inc.

I which frequerrtly woke residents by hooting ft.om a chimney pot at 5 am. 2.tee, at

Rivcr Clwyd, Rhuddlan and young heard in June. 1 seeir at Dyserth oll l7108 and at

Llanasa on 9/10. I calling at 5.l0prn at Rhyd-y-foel on l4108. Also heard at Bali,gor'
is-y-Coed, Rrtldig (l-3 through the year), Greenfield, Llyrr Blenig, Pen-y-Ffordd, St.

Asaph antl in gardens in Cresford and Wrexhaln.

LONG-EARED O\tlL (Asio ons)
Rqrc brceding resident

I'YI,I,UIN (;ORNIOG

At least one bird present in usual RM territory until lrebruary but rro subsequcnt visits
possible through FMD; pellets found in Novernbel and Decernher but no bird seen.

A bird preserlt at usual territory along the coast, in May and I on 2{l/10.

SHORT-EAllED OwL (Asio Jlammeus) 7-.1.1(JAN (;LLtsTtoG

Scarce winler risilot, passage mig,'unt ond possible brecder'. Ambet List ISPLC]

A gootl year Jbr coostal passage migronls but olso found inland in a taditional arca.

Three local ions, as ;/blktws :

(i) lnlarul at RM: reported from two areas ofRM - 3 tirnes in winter arrd once in July.
(ii) (:oastql qt Grondnt and POA: a single was flushed flotn POA marsh on l1/02, I

at Llawndyt ott 22102 awl, I at Cronant on l3104 and 6/05. Iu the second winter pe-

riocl, therc were 2 at Cronant on l3lll,22l12 ard 3l/12 (plobably thc same birds as

at the contignous area at POA). At POA/TalacIe Warren, there were 2 'performing'
on 24/ll, one rnaking a baLking noise, an exceptional 8 on 28lll, thell l-3 seerl

29/l ) -30112 wilh 6, hunting the dunes ar hou| bsfo|e dusk, on 2/ 12.

(iit) River Clwycl, Rhucltllan-Rhyl: I on I 5/12 (temporarily rnobbed by gulls).

NIGHTJAR (('aprimulgus europucus) lltoliLLwll l,lllvR
not, EUROPDAN NIGHTJ,4R
Scarce hreecling suotmu visitor. Red List IBD, Sl'E(J BCC('

Records;/i'om six site\ in 2000, 3 this year. Nerc*ys Mouutain (SJ 218585) is a

regular site for this species as thc table slrows (sotrrce: P. Kenyon). 2 pairs raised 8

Nighliars at Nerc\t))s Mounlqin

palrs

young

1995

3

8

1996

4

l4

t997

3

5

1998

4

8

t999

6

2000

2

6

200t

2

8

67

1994

3

8



young in 2001. Single birds were leporled churrillg froln cdge of RM in June-July
and on l/08. l-2 hcard chuning briefly in Denhigh Moors area on 28/06.

SWIFT (.,lprrs npri s) CtvltNNoL DDtl
now COMMON SWIFT
liairly common und witlespread lteeding summer visilor
First rccord; l over Rudbon on 24/01. flast year': 23/04 at RSI'B Cot1w.vJ. Ldst. 6 on

]rossage qt ?'FR and 2 at llCR on 2,t/08 [last ycar: I at Gt'onant on 3/]01.

Reported from across the county. Maxillrlm counts: 9l over Warren Farrn[, 9/06; 80

harvking over' fields at Creenfie lcl , 23 /08, '7O along River Clwyd, Rhuddlan on 13 /08;
60-70 circling high over Gresford allotments, 25106; 50-60 over Rhosddu or 22106,

5 0-60 rvhee ling over Ruabon + 3 0 over- Parish Church, 9- I 5pnt, I 6/07.

About 40 sightings l'otn I 3 areqs in 2000 (cf. cll0 records in 1989).

lnland: singles seen at Pulfbrd Meadorv, 5/01; Ertltlig, 221071' 'lFR, Ruabon,28/0tl;
Moss Valley, 25109; Burlon Weir,4/l l; Hanmer Mere,3ll12.
(bastaL ) at Shotton Steelworks on l3l01 and 26l08i I at Shotwick Lake on l7l01; 6

sightings of l-2 in wintcr at POA and I at FL on 7/10. Several sightings thtough the
year at Flint, Bagillt and GV and regular along R. CI*yd, Rhyl-Denbigh. Trvo birds
wintered alor)g the non-lMF reserve section of Shotwick Brook (Cheshire/Flintshire
boundary).

KINGFISHER (Alcedo arthis)
now COMMON KINGFISHER
Local breeding residenl. /mber List [SPEL'J

I{OOPOI (Upupa cpops)
Rarc r'agt ant. L'lwyd Co nty t'ot'ity

CREEN WOODPECKER (l' ic us v it' itlus)
Breeding rcsident. Anber List [SI'DC']

('oPO(i

A bird rvas in a Cilcain garden (SJ 182645) for scveral days h ltrly (14107-|,7i0'1)
(l l.G. I larvey).

Rcgular sightings at E[ddig Park and Greenfield Valley.
Occa.sional siglttittgs from 2l locations at AwCP, Caergrvle, Chirk, Rivcr Dulas (and

I in a Llanddulas gardcn,29108 ut(l221O9), Llandegla Forest, Cocdpoeth arca, Gres-
kxd alea, Llangollen, Llay, Nercwys Mtn., I'en-y-Cloddiau (where I seen and 2

hcard on 26108), Rhyd-y-locl, Iliver CIrvyd, Rhudcllan and Ruabon.
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GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKEII (Denrh ocopus major) cNo('Et.t, t-pJtttt
Flt/yA)"

l eeding rcsident

llidcspread: reportcd flom over'24 localities, including garden feeders.

Sone brccding recttrels. it.jttv at Bod Petrual on 3ll05; 2 pairs rvere seen feeding
noisy juveniles at nests in Llyn I lelyg woods on 7/06 (one rest already fledged); aTLv
calling florrr a nest-hole at Erddig on 2106 ancl a juv rvith an adult on l/07; a/and 2

l yJ regularly seen at nut feeders in a Llanddulas gardcn, Juue-December; seen all
year in Rhuddlan rvoods with a.Trl, in July.
Ilegular thlough thc ycar at AP, tsersham, Bod Petrual, Clocaenog, Coedpoeth,
Erddig, Gleenfield Valley. Occasional sightings reported lor l5 othet areas. I seen

rnoving from post to posl along an old fence at Llyn llrenig, 23108, pickilg at each

olle.

LESSER SPOTTtrD WOODPECKER (Dendrocopns ninor) L'NocEt.L FRtt't

Llnconftpn brceding res ident

SKYLARK (Alauda attensis) DIltiDvDD

Widesprcod beeding tesidanl and vinter sitot'. Red Lil [BD, SPE('J BCCC
There hus probably heen a rethtcton in the breeding habitat of this once com Dn
hi'cl the presence of which counls towerds lhe (;overnment'!t nett Quality of LiJb

lnlund: several noted from only five main areas (sevcn last year) - 22 seen feeding on

slurliqtl rneadow at 380m near Pontfa(log, Il/02; only 3 reported at AWCP (5/05);
small rrumbers noted over RM where first spring song on l3102; c4 at Firestone site,
WIE on I/05; 6 at CQNR on 3/10. Orhq inlancl qreas. l-2 [otetl at Baugor-is-y-
Coed, Borras, Coedpoeth, Gresford, Milera ald several locations in the Ruabon area.
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Records Ji'om onll' e.1V* (six) sites.. I at Ruabon on 28/01 and (possibly) l2lll,I al
t}ddig on l4102; a pair at Acton Park, Wrexham on l/04 and a single bird on nearby
garden feeders, satre date; a n or 3/04 and I heard on 3 l/08 at Rhuddlan rvoods; I at

Rossett,,l/l I ; I at Grecnfield Valley on 20/02 and 2 on 30/12 and I on 3 l/l 2.

L'oastol l)rceding teffitorics: birds rvere in full song at Cronant Dules by I/02 (no
count giver)).'fhere rvere 5 breeding terlitories Iocatcd on the POA reserve (outcolne
runknowll) and 3 on the adjacerlt old colliery site.'fhc CL site held 9 tc[itories.
Nearby BHP hcld 2 territorics. 2 pairs on tenitory at the Flinlshire pad of lMF. I6
birds counted at Sl- on 6/06 and 7 young rvere seen. 2 at SF on llt/05 and I on 24/07 .

At least 2 breedirg territories at Kinmel Bay LNR and I at R. Chvyd estuary. I nr
Bodtegrvel, Abergele on l/05. A single bild at Towyn bcach scrub area on 5/05 and



?/06 and 2 at Prcstatyl CC oll 6/05.
Notablc non-breedirrg cr)a.r/rl/ couuts included cl00 at Gronant on 3l/12, 30 at POA
on I0/10 and 25 on lll l; a peak of l0 counted at CL, 25103-13/09. A peak count of
llJ at lrlint nrarsh on l6110.20+birdsatR.Clwyd,Rhyl on20/12.

SAND MARTIN (Rifqia ripariq) GtvENNot. f Ot.tiNNt"DD

Summcr brceding vis ilot' und passage migrant. zlnher l,ist ISl'EC]

/goin,Iev rcpo s, porlicularly ofbreetling, perhaps refleeting thc loss 01'habitat.

Earliest records:2 at Warren Farm{ on I I/03 then I over River Clwyd, Rhuddlan on

23103;then 5+ over GF on 3/04 with 50+ next day; cl2 at Abakhan, Mostyl on 3/04

[2000:I at Rhutldlan-]thyl stretch o] R. Clvvd, 10/031 Last sightings; 2 at Shotton

Steclworks on 23l09.

Ilreeding repo'ted, fol only four sites Bodfari sandpits (SJ I 14722) where c 150 nes!
holes on 3/06; Fl,Q rvhere 90- 100 nest-holcs in a pile of sand but some preclated by a

badger rvhich was able to clirnb the bank; Sutton Creefl (SJ,116488) (40+ birds in

July but the lowJyilg llest sites on the River Dee rvele rvashed away) and a srnall

colony of 9 at Aled Isaf Reselvoir on 22106.

Othcr main rigrlirgs: BHP (a peak of l8 at Llawndy ott 26104), GF, Llay Pool (c50

bircls on 7/06), River Clwyd, Rhuddlan (where 45 on 22107).

SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) GtrtiNNot.
now BlRN SWALLOII
Common suuuer breeding visilot and pa.tsuge nigranl. Amber Lisr [BDM, S|'E(.'J
pvEl
F'irst arrivtl. 2(t/03 at GF (lest year = 5 April/00, Gresforl ond llorros)
Lost: 4 at ,4led lsafReservoir on 6/10 (last year; 13 Novcmbcl

Still a commonvisitor but vt,ithvoriqble ntmbers.
lllain coutlts (> 50): a ]mixed gathering with I Iouse Mattins of 1000+ at PCR, 20109;

78 at Llawndy, BHP on 26104 and 84 at The Waren on l2105; 55 ovel River Clwyd,
Rhudtllan on l8/09; 50+ over The Plassey, Ruabol ou 24108.

The study at Dinbren Isa, Llangollen was resumed in July (aftel FMD) but available
evirlencc suggested only one pair mor€ than in 2000.
L'oa,stol'. l2 pairs nested around Shotlon Paper and l8 young rvere counterl.

IIOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica) (;tvt,NNOL v ttoNDo

Conmon swnmer brcclitry: visilot' dnd pussage migrant. [WE]

Firs/ of spring; 2 oter River (llvtyd, Rhuddlan on 10/04 (April ll, 2000: CeJit y
Bedd).
Lost: I at Gl/ on l8/10. (Septenber 211,2000; AWCP)
Inland: fairly rvidespread with variable numberc from about 30 areas. Largest flock
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TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis) ('ot rF:LtnvD v (vlit)
Scerce summer breedingvisitor ancl passage migrant. filEl

lst ofspring: 2 at I'he Warren, POA on I l/04.
('oaslal ret:ords: rcpoicdfron three aleas, as follows:
a. 2 flew over Grolant LNR or 25104,9 there ol 30104 and2 there on 10/05.

b. POA Waren (Talacre) had 2 on I l/04, rising to 6 on 2'7104 awJ a t emarkable
16 ott29104, presumably priol to dispelsal, but up to l0 there olr l2-13105 and

I on 29106. Nearby, '7 or 26/04 at Llawndy, BI IP and ovcr POA F'L on 30/04.
c. 2 on scrub land offCambriau Walk, Rhyl on l/05.
lnland. reportadj'on lbu areds, as follows:
a. 3 at Clocaenog on 2ll04 and 3'l-singing at Bron Bantrog, 5/05;
b. I singing ar Nanr-y-Frith (sJ 261547),5106;
c. I singing and displaying nr Llay Pool, 20/06:
d. I at AWCP, 7/07i
e. sevelal a1 Pendinas,22107.

MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)
l Ltmryon ht'ccdDtp. llotsLtNc nnd utntL'uDg spt'{ie\

(:OIII]LDDYD Y 
'IUEN

lnland; repofied frotn over l5 locatjons ilcluding Denbigh Moors and Llyn Brenig,
Ferrn's Moss, HMCP, t,lanclegla Mools, Ncrovys Mtn., I{M. llighest cotnt.\ a sptiltg
lnovelrent of"hundreds" at I'ainallt ncar Penycae in March; 24 at Hafod, Johnstown,
l5/02; 20+overDenbigh Moors, l9105; I 8 at l-lanasa on 2610 I ; I 8 ar Llyn Brenig on
23i08; l7 itt a field at Burton in Decernber; l5l Llaldegla Mools, l/07.
l,arger nunbers recorded along/near the coasl: at POA, the first \vinter pcak was a

coLurl of 540 which flew W in 3 hours on 23103; the second \yinler period had a peak

of 70 or l8/09. 3 brceding territories were located on POA reserve (outcome un-
knorvn) and I on the a(liacer)t colliery site. 3 rvere located on CL shore tip. A single
Iecord of l6 birds at FliDt rnarsh on l6110. Residcnt at SL whclc the pcak coul)t was
83 on l7108; no breeding eviderice. Srnallel rumbcls at R. Clrvycl, nhyl-nnu,l,ttun
where the highest corut rvas 42 flying Il on l9103. ll0 at Sealancl MaDor Estate on
I t/01.

ruumbcls: a rnixe d flock with swallows over Dee at uer\yn, 60-70 on l8/09; rnixecl

flock of 1000+ at PCR oll 20/09; 50+ ovcr FC on l4l08,50+ at Moel y Facn (SJ

1847) on l4109.

l,argost nesting sites: c I 5 pairs at Coed y Glyn, Erddig irt May.
Coaslal: Largest coxr?/s: 70 over River Clwyd Rhuddlan on l3108 and l7108; ,17 ovcr
Talacre Wanerl on l2105; 30 haivking over Ct- pools on I4107.
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I at Rhos Point or2/02. I at Llanddulas or 5/05 and 2 on l4i I L l7 records at POA:
3 on l0/01 aud l3l01, a remarkable l2 on I0/02, singles ou ll/01,25-26101,31101,
23/03 and 8/04,4on 12103, l4/03 and 25103, lon7l04. ln the second wintcr period,
there rvere ll on I7lt0 and 5 on 3/l I (inc.2 at Llawndy on l2102). A sirrgle lecold of
3 at Walwen on 4/l I and 4 records for Flint: I on l2l03, and l9110,2 on 16ll I and 2
ott 2l 12.

YELLOW WACTAIL (Motacilloflava) gGLtiN T LLLN

Possuge migrant atrl (possible) ktcalised breeder in small nunbus

Blue-lrcaded wagloil (MJ. ssp /avo) stct.liY" Bt:Nt.ts
Scarce passage nigrant. Clw.tal C'ounly rurity
Single males at Rhos-on-Ssa GC on 5/05 (D.F. Richaldson) and at Gronant LNR on
2-5l05 (submitted by G. Stamp).

ROCK PIPIT (Anlhus petrosus)
Winter visitor to Dee Estuarv in snall nrmbers

CREY WAGTAIL (Motacillt cinerea)
Fai'b, conrnnn breeding resident. IWE]

('ol iDDyD \'. (iR/t|G

StGLLN LtvvD
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Breeding: pairs nested on the arable fields adiacent to IMF on thc Flintshire/Cheshire
bordcr (Shotwick).
lnland sightings: a pai| feeding amongst horses at TFR, l/04; a male at TMR fisher-
ies,2nd and 4th May; unusually, I at Cresford Lake on l7ll l.
Coastal'. Lhe first arrivals wele singlcs at Shotton Steelworks on 22104 and at Gronant
beach same day thcn 2 at the LNR on 25104; I at BllP VC o1126/04, I at PoA War-
ren on 27104; a/at l-,awndy fatm, POA on 6/05 and a n on l610-5; I at Gronant LNR
on 10/05; I at Talacre Warrel l2l0-5; 2 overhead at PoA on 3/09. The main site is
around SBL, rvhere they were recorcled from 2105-26/07 rvith a peak of 5+ on 24107.
Also secn at RGC whcre I on 9/05.

Rccorded iu l5 main inland areas and seven coastal sites. Confirmed or probable
brecding at Erdc\g.
Regular sightings (l-2) at BHP, Ceiriog Valley, Clywedog Valley, Llaugollen,
Ruabon and Llyn Brenig and at Flint, Greenfield Valley, l-landtlulas and R. Dulas, R.

Clwyd (Rhyl-Rhuddlan and rvhcre 3 on l/08 and 26110) and Shotton Steelrvolks. A
galden bird at t{hyl, Sychdyn and l,landdulas.
Highest counts: a pair with 2 newly fledged 7rrv.r at Erddig from 9/07; 4 at GF' on
7/10; recorded at SSW frorn 22107 to 28l10 with a peak of4 ou 23109.

Llnusuul sighting,r: one regularly seen to display to cal rving-mirrors il Ruabon; I fed
rveekly on suet on a gardcn patio in Sychdyn (Si 240661), ll0l-4103 I scavenging
food at Chainbridge llotel in Llangollen, by the canal in sno\v, 26112.



PIED WAGTAIL (lvlotocilla ulba ssp. yarellii) stct.t.)N lttl,1tltl
llidespreod breetling specics. Winler dispersals in lorgc roosts ancl gotharings, oftcn
irt w ban areas. fiVliJ

White Woglail (ssp. alha): I at Kinrnel Bay, 25103; I at l'alacre, l/04; a remarkable

countof70 at Gronant beach on 22104 rvith20on 25104 and I5/05, 9 on 28104,4 on

l0/05. Thirteen records ftom POA and nearby BllP sites, 7104-31108 with a peak of
l9 at POA on 25104.,1+ on passa8e at LIyn Brenig, l9108.

WAXWING (llombycilla garrulus) (:vNt,].oN stil),tN
Scorce oncl irregular winter visitor. 2001 was lhe li sl good yeu for ql lcqst a dec'
ade. Ch,yd County ra'ity.

Up to 3l feeding on guelcler-rose brries and rose hips iu NEWI car-park on 25101-

3/02 (seen by rnany people). A group of c30 rvere reported ftom Borras on 23101 (G.
Ford), I I ol 3ll01 at Llan-y-Pwil (N. Penny) and, at Acton Park, a scattered flock of
201 \yere seen on I l/02 to bc catchiug insects by jurnping-up from tree tops'- pre-

sumably through exhaustion of berry supply (N & P I Iallas).
Othcr t'cports:2 at PMPA briefly on 1610l,6at Bodelwyddau on l9l01,Iin aback-
garden at Maesgwyn, Flintshire 24101-27101,6 at Buckley on 26/01, I n a

Brvlchgrvyn garden, Wrexham on 4/03-6/03, I at Ruabon 25l03.

DIPPER (C inclus cinclus)
noy, ll I'|'E-TH ROA'|ED DIPPER
lliLle"lreud loc'alised breeding rcs itlent

SRONWtiN I' D '11

('onfirmed brceding at (lreenfield Yalley. Rcgular at. Erddig; the Nant, C'oedpoeth,
along the R. Dulus ut Llandclulus. Other sightings 4/. AWCP, Caer\\Ts, Pentfcby-
chan, R. Clwyd at Rhyl and Dcubigh (where 2 on 6/09), Wern near l,lanarmon-yn-[al
and at Llangollen.

INREN (Troglodytcs trogbdytes) DR'tw

now |ltlNTER WREN
('ommon qnd u,ide,gpread brcetlitry residcnt. filEl
It/idespreurl md success/ 1. Reporle.l/ion many ureos. O| winler transect counts
on RM, autumn max of33 (compaled to 37 in 2000 and 44 in 1999), 6 in a hcdgc at
Sutton Creen on 31107 . llreeding: a uest site at S[, successfully ploducecl four young.
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Rec:d ded in ovct ttrcnty oreos Brceding terrilories: I knorvn nest produced 3 young

in June at SL.
Lurgesl nunbers.75 or I l/06 at SL wherc resident all year; l8 at BIIP coastal fields
or 4/01 , 27 at Llawndyt on 23103 arrd 22 at Warren Farrnf on 24103; 30 at R. Clwyd
on 2/09; cl5 at GF on 3/10; 27 moving S over PCR, l8/10.



ROBIN (E|ilhacrrs rrhccula) RotltN cu tt
now EUROPDAN RORIN
Comnon anrl widespredd breeding rcsiclent an.l P.ulial nigranl. [WEJ

Arothcr successful breeder in a variety ofhabitats. A pair were seen displaying early
on 28/01 at Erddig. A pair werc ncst-building in a Ruabon garclcn on I l/02, onc pre-

senting a large worm to the other on 24103, sitting on the nest the next day, fed by the

rnalc and young fledged oll l9104. At TFR, a second nest was built a ferv feet arvay

frorn another on l5/04; out-of-the-rest fledglings were being fed on 29104. Nest

building at Gresford allotments stafied on 23103; 5 eggs by 10/04 and fledged on

2/05.

BLACK REDSTAR'I (Phoenicurus ochruros) l\Ncu:tt DU

A scarce migrofit st1[l v,inter visitot. Has brecl. Amber List [BR/
Clwyd County larity

Two instances: a/on the sea clefelces opposite Rhos-on-Sea GC,9/ll-10/ll (K
Smith). A first-winter malc at l'yn-y-Morfa, POA, scen vatiously 15/ll-2/12 (C
Rowley, E&L, Jones, G. Stamp).

REDSTART (l'hoenicurus phoc,lictlnts) TlNGocH

not CO M MO N R E DS'l',4 R'l'
Summer breeding visitor, mdinl), wooded upland areas. Amber List ISI'EC] IWEJ

lst spring song, RM, on 9i04; a/at Llawndy, BHP on I6104 and l6105;a lll at POA
Warren on 2510,1,29104 and l3106; a pair at Parlorama on 3/05; I at PCR on 5/05;a zr

at Clocaenog on 6/05; I singing male at Loggerheads CP on 20/05; I at [lod Petrual
on 2ll05 and 3l/05 a u at IIMCP on 28/05; good numbers at Llandegla Forest (SJ

238510) rvhe|e 7m,3/ were seen on 2/06 on the tree-moorlarrd eclge; a pair at FIP,

17106; a jw seen ou 2/07 a:od 24/07 at Rhuddlan rvoods; 2.7avs on RM (SJ 2644?2)
on 29/07 4 at Pen y Cloddiau on 26108.

WIIINCHAT (Saicolu rubeta) cttti(: vR EtrIttN
llreeding sumner visilor in smull numbers; mainly in upland arcus
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DUNNOCK (I'rwtella modularis) t.t.tvrD Y GWRYC|I

now HEDGE ACCENTOR
Comnon breccling resident. ,4mber list IBDM] [WE]
Successful and widespread across the county. lst spring song at Bcrwyn on 3/01(2
birds); I already in sorrg on 26/1210l. Breeding: 3 nests at S[, produced ? young irr

June.

'Ihc first at RM was on 22/04. lm at Gronant LNR on 30/04, and a renrarkable num-



ber of l8 there by 6/05 and l5 ol l0/05 (presurnably rccent arrivals prior to disper-
sal); 2 at POA Warren, 30/04 then a pair there on 6/05 and I l-12105. A ,r at Rhyl on
2/05, on scrubland off Cambrian Walk and a pair there on lll05. A ,r seen at Den-
bigh Moors on 20/05. A pair at Cyrn-y-Brain, 29105 and l2 birds at WE on 25106. 2

pairs at Llandegla Moor(SJ 243515), 2/06 anda pairwith 2 juvson l/07.

STONECHAT (Saricola torquata) cLo('ttDAR Y ('tltltlc
Breeding resident in snall nwnbers. /mber l,ist [SPECJ

Seen in small numbers in borh inlqnd end couslal oreqs. Marimunr corrl.!: 4-5 s€cll,
including 2juvs, at IIMCP, several dates,28/09-14/10. 5 at Cronant on 22104 and 5 at

Talacre Warren on l2105.

WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenqnthe) llNuttiN y c,lltN
now NORTTIERN WHEATEAR
llreeding summer yisitor. Dorliest dates: 151 at POA ot? 23/03 [2000.. 14/03 at
I]HPJ

lnlancl. confnned breeding in HP srea wherc a remarkable couut of 30 ilc. l0 .juvs
on two siles on I7106. A young bird also at HP otr 16/0'7. Other rccords: 2fonDen-
bigh Moors on I l/0,1 and I at Llyn Brelig on 26105; I at HMCP on l9105; I at Llyn
Aled on 29109.

Coostal.
Breeding: five pairs nestecl at SL. These were of the Greenland race, standing more
erect and lalger and duller'. ll young were seen with parcnt birds on 4/04.
Birds were present along the coast from March-October, the peak courlts being l-5+ at
POA on 23103, l8 on l2105, l0f at Gronant t.NR by 30/04 and l2 on Gronant beach
on l5/05. Many of these also showed chamcteristics of the Greenlald sub-species
'leucorhoq'.
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lnland: the earlicst rccord forRM was l+on I 3/0210 I ; latestr 3, inc. an adult male,
oll 30/10; 3 at Bronbannog, Clocaenog on 28/02; several pairs at HMCP on I l/05 and

later; 3rr at Llandegla Moor on 2/06; a pair at WE ou 25/06;2 at Pen y Cloddiau on
26108; af at Nercwys Mtn on 4/10 and l'1110; a pair at Caemor Wood, Ceiriog on

12112; a ru and 21 at HP or l5/12.
Coastctl: aJ on Rhyl beach E on 7/01, siugle m behind RMI- on 9/01 and 2710li a m
at RGC on 8/03 and f on 24/ll a:rl.l25/12. A J at Pensarn on 3/03 and 4 sightings of
l-4 seen a1 Kinrnel l,NR on 3/01-7106 and 2 at Prestatyn GC on 8/03. Several records
frorn Grouant-Fliut-POA: several sightings of I -5 at Gronant on l6101-6/05 and 2 on
l8/l 1 arrd a/ ott20/12;2 ou Flint nrarsh on 28/01 and 3 on l7102; 5 sightings of l-3
seen near POA hide, l5/02-15/07 and 4 there ou l7109; a fat Warren F'arm on 4/01

and up to 2 pairs at POA Warren on 12104-22/05 aod a pair at Tyn-y-Morfa on 2112.



RINC OUZEL (Turdus ktrqralus) tvYAt.cttqN v t\,tvNt'DD

Brecding sunmer visitor in smull numbers to ultland areas. Anher List IDMJ

Arr unusual siglrting of a very early rnale bird on a garden gorse bush at Llanasai

chased off hy a male tslackbird, 1104. A rt nr 1'al-y-Cafir bridge, R. Conwy on thc
extreme W of our region, l6104. A bird calling on RM on 29104 and a m at HP on

t7106. I reported at Llawndy:f on 5/05. A Iate bird on the edge ofRM,2/10.

BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula)
now COMMON BLA('KBIRD
(lomnon breeding residenl qnd v,inter visik,

LIIfYlLC I'N

Amber Lisr lBDMJ [WE]

A very successful bird across the county.
Early mild weather btought ittcreasetl territorial behsviour: the first 'spring song' irt
the Ruabon area was on 9/02, in Mold on l3l02 and, at the cnd of the ycar', I was irl
full (but rnuted) song before dawn at 2oC,0745arn, in Wroxham Torvn Centre (SJ

3350) on l61 12. A/starled canying nesting matcrial into a Gresford garclen on 23103,

stopped the resumed otr 11/04-27 104 juvs present on I l/06.
Other sightings 26 at River Chq,d, Rhuddlan on l8/ll; l0 at RCR, 5/01; l0 at

Llawndy{ on l0/01;9 together at Llanddulas on 2/10 and l0 otl26l12, possibly mi-
grants. 2 partial albinos in a Burton garden in December-l (a female) has been

around for 6 years.

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris) so('AN Dttu
A very comnon passage and wintu migrant. Often in huge numbers with other
winter thrltshes and starlings. Amber l,ist IBR]
Ldst winter visitor. l2 May, Talacre Warren (2000.. l1 April, Llongollcn and lVern)
First aut mn bircl: l7 October, Shotton I'aper l.ugoons (2000: Novembq 5, Shotbn
Steelworks).

Seen throughout the county. A very late bird said to be at Talacre Walren at l2l05.
Sizeable flocks (> 100).. 200 at Pulford Meadow on 5/01; c400 on fiekls ncar Garth,
20/02 and at lcast 100 there on 3 I /03; c200 feeding with Redwings at Penycae, 25l l0;
a peak of 100 at Rivel Clwyd, Rhuddlan on l8/ll and 23/ll; 300+ in a field at Bur-
ton in l)ecember but count aborted by appearance of a hedge-hopping Sparrowhawk
which clealed the alea; 120+ in farmland nr Dyseflh on l61 12.

SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos) RRONFRttl tt
Wide.;pread brceding rc.\ident an.l v,inter visitor. Re<l List [BDJ BCCC [ryE]

Reporls from over 30 areos.
llraeding:a rest with 5 eggs in at Cresford allotments, l0/04; fledged on 2/05.
Other records'. abirdirrfull songby l3102inMoldand I il song at Burton on22l12.
8, probably migralrts, with Redrviugs at R. Cl}l7d nr Rhyl on 26101. Several possible
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migrants with Blackbirds, Mistlc Thrushes and Chaffinches, in tree tops, Berwyn,

l5/10 and a remarkable counl of 37, presumably recent arrivals, at Grcenfield coastal

helds on 7/12. A peak count of l4 on 25ll I at River Clwyd, Rhuddlan.

I]RY(:H Y COED

Repofiecl from 30 localions in smoll atmber' Main courts: 12 at Llyn Brenig on

23/08; l0 over PCR on 22109;9 at Warren Farmt on l2l01; recorded at Llay Pool,

10104-4/01 when there were 8.

CETTI'S WARBLER ('ettid rcui)
,tcarce vagront

7'DLOR C[1'1t

A single bird found at Sholton Steelworks on 4/ll \vas ringed by Paul Triggs and

John Parkinson. Plobably a nerv record for Clwyd (Flintshire). The bird was subse-
quently present on l1ll I and l8/11 (Submitted by P, Iriggs).

GRASSHOPPERWARBLER (Locustellanaet'ia) TRo .LtrttMCI|
nov, COMMON GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
Localisecl surnuer breeding viliilor. Amber List IBDM]

The fir'st was I at The Warren, Talacre ou I2l04.
\h,\l rccon).t arc coastal. frnn four sitcs
(i) I at Cironant LNR on l3104 and 2 singing on22104, I on 28104 and 8 singing be-
lween Grolant and Prestatyn, 25104; | 

^t 
The Wanen, POA/Talacre on l2l04 then

lising nrrmbers pcakilg at l0r- singing ol 30/04; then a peak of 7 ot12/05-2"1/06; l-2
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REDWING (Turdus iliacus) co()t D)N-4DEN

Common passage migrsnt qnd winter visitor lhroughout lhe areo. Oflen h large
numbers v'ith FieuJares, Slarlings and other thntshes. Amber List IBRJ
Lqst winter bird: 2 over River Clwytl, Rhuddldn on 29 March (2000: 16 Apt'il,
Coeclpoeth), Fit'st qutumn bird: 28 September, I Jlying W over River Clwyd,

Rhutldlan (2000: 2l October, Ruabon).

Reported J'rom over 25 qreqs. LurgeJlocks ofnote in the Ruabort Moors area where 4
flocks of60-t00 each at Tainant on [2/03;a passage ofc700 birds in flocks of l-60,
Dee valley at Berwyn, t9ll0i a I000 briefly stopping at Penycae on 2ll10; 3 flocks of
50-100 with Fieldfares on 3ll10 and again, next day; an enormous rnixed flock of
several thousand Redwing, Fieldfare and Starlings bathilrg with 3 Buzzards in stream

nr Dolwen, until chased off to NWWT wood by Sparrowhawk, 8112. Other sizesble

.flocks(> 100): a mixed flock of c 160, rvith Fieldfare, at Erddig on I4l01; 142 at War-
ren Farmf on 3/01 and 160 on BHP coastal fields on l4l01; 150 on I6-23ll I at River
Clwyd, Rhuddlan; 100+ were seen at Bu(on ou 23l12 and Jolrnstowl ou 24l12.

MISTI,E THRUSH (7 urdus viscivorus)
Wirlespread, low density breetling resident. IWE]



at Prestatyn GC, 6/05-2l0?.
(ii) 4 at R. Clwyd, Rhyt on 14/05 and 2 recorded at scrublattd, Rhyl,26l04-16/01.
(iii) Gv had 7 by 26106;
(iv) a late bird showing well and singing nr Shotwick reservoir, 24107 and hcard on

2510'1.

Inland sites. l at'fain-y-Waen, Clocaenog (SJ 006514) on 5/05; I at Wtj on 25106.

SEDCE WARBLDR (Acrocephalus schoenobqcnus) Tt:t.oR vR Ht:sc
Breeding summer visilor

ConJitmed Breecling: 4 pairs rested at SL and 6 young were seen on l2106; 2 adults
seen I'eeding at least 2 young at Gronant [eed-beds, l4l07; bred at FLQ,4/05 (ndg).

Inland: I singllrg at Francis Lane, WIE on 29104; t sirgirg at Nant-y-Frith reservoir
on l2106; sev at Denbigh Moors, 4/07.
Coqstql. recorded at Shotton Steelworks fiom 22104 to 23109 with a peak of l2+ on

6/05. 2 at Gronant LNR on 25/04 and T by 28104; l0+on2l/05; 6l thereon l5/07 1

at POA Warren, 25104,3 by 27104,'rp to 5 on 2/05-22/05 and I on 27107. I at

Llawndy, BHP ott 26/04.4 singirlg at Clan Morfa, Rhyl on 8/05i I at Rhuddlau,

2ll05 and 30/05; I in stream at Pentrefoelas, 216;2 at RCR, l2106; 4 at Prestatyn CC
on 6/05 aud 2/07.

REED WARBLER (ATocephalus scirpaceus) l Et.oR v cvRS

Now EURASIAN REED WARBI,ER
Rare breeding summer visitor

Only a few records from a few areas. Breeding: the main breeding area was at Shot-

ton Steelworks where 20 pairs bred. One pair nested in a ditch in Flintshire, adjacent

to lMF. I pair known to have nested at SL with I young seen but 3 pairs were calling
on territory.
Other recorcls.90 birds rvere ringed through the year at SSW and a bird ringed in
May 1994 was re-lrapped (P. Tt'iggs) I at Gronant Marsh on 28/04 and two there on

20105. I at Llawndy{ l6105 and 4 at POA Colliery area oll 2ll05. I heard at Erddig,
u05-2810't .

LESSER WHITETHRO AT (Sylvi a curruc a)
Scarce breeding summer visilor

LLWYDF]ION IACII

lvo coqslal qreqs ||ere impo ant localionsrt)r incoming migranl,t;
(a) the l'OA arca; l at'fhe Warrer on26104,6 on 2'7104 and I at POA Colliery

next day; 2 records of singles in the bushes along the seawall at POA on 5/05
and t3105; I at Talacre on 5/05 and 2 next day; 4 singing at POA Waren on
6105. 2 at Gronant LNR on l0/05. A lats bird at POA on 27108.

(b) Rhyl-Rhuddlan: scrubland off Carnbrian Road held I on 27104, 2105 alo<t.2/0'7

and a pair on 7/05. l0 sightings at River Clwyd, Rlruddlal, i/05-7/09. RUP
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had I on l/06.
Other records. I singing at Rhydymwyn, near Mold on 7/05

WHITETHROAT (Sylvio conmunis) LLIyYDI-RON

now COMMON II/HITETHROAT
Common breeding summer visilor.

First birds. I singing at POA/Talacre Wanen on 25104; I heard at Gresford allot'
rnents on 27104; 2 at Gronant LNR on 28104; a remarkable 15 at POA Warren on

28/04, 17 the nexl day, and 20 on 22105, presurnably prior to dispersal; 2+ at WIE on

30/04.
Last birds; l at SBL,2410?; I at Shotton Steelrvorks on 23109.

More records ond from more qreas this yeqr, inclucling: 3n + Ufe€ding 2 young at
Talacre warren on 27106; 2 pairs nested at SL and 3 young wele seen.

GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin) TELott vR 4RDD

Breetling summer visitor. VEI

More records this year. The first record ofthe year was I at R. Clwyd, Rhyl on I3104
(also on 8/05 and 30/08); 2 sjngirg al POA Warren, 25/04,29104 and l2l05 and 2

singiug males on l6106; the first of spring in the WE area was on 30/04; I nr Lland-
dulas on 30/04; 3 at Clocaenog on l3105; a z at AWCP on 20/05; single males at Tan
Llan Lane,24105, Gwylfryn on 29105 and Southsea Bog on 5/06 (all Coedpoeth) and

I singing at nearby Bwlchgrvyn, same day; I singing from scrub along the Flintshire
boundary of IMFor l6105; 7 sjghtings 

^t 
l,lyn llelyg,24/06-l/0'1.

BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapillu) 7 Et.oR qDNDD{J

Common breeding summer visitor with smull numbers wintering. IWEJ

Spring birds; l at GV on 4/04 and 4 by 18i04; 2 at POA Warren from I l/04 rising to
6by2/05.1 at RCR on l3104.
Other records include'. 5n,2f at GV on 6/05. Present at River Clrvyd, Rhuddlan
l 6/0,1-1 9/1 0 peaking at 7 on 24/0'7.

Wintet iryl6ri ds: 2l iustances as follows: a rn in a Llanddulas garden feeding on crab
apples on l/01 and iu March wheu feeding on chicken skin; a rn iu a Wrexham garden
on l/01 anda/on24l12; a / in a Marford garden the[ fl+f Jaluary-April; andaz itt

a Mold garden, 2ll0l-30103 with 2n in tenitorial dispute on 2ll03 ald a m +/feeding
there on ivy berries on 24103; a m+f at RBP on 2/l l. Single rnales (nrainly garden

bilds) seell at Ruabon on 17/02, Shotton Steelworks on l4l10, GV on 16101 and
l8/10, Caego on 7/ll, Bulton wei,4/ll a d Burton,9-12l12, Gresford l5ll2-3lll2,
Rhyl on 26112 and Borras,28/12.
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WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatix)
Uncommon breeding srmmer visilor. [WE]

I'ELOR Y COI:D

Uncommon visitor vith relatively fetr recods,
I at Rhydtalog, 5/05; 1 at Clocaenog on 6/05; 4 n on I3l05 and 6-l-together at Bod
Petrual, Clocaenog on 2ll05, presumably new arivals prior to dispersal. 1 callilg at

GV on 6/051 I at Warren Farm bushes on l3l05; 2 at Loggerheads CP on 20/05i I at

Gv on 9/06.

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus colll,bita) stct,--s,1t tl
now COMMON CHIFFCHAFF
Comnon breeding summer visitor. gnall numbers overwinler.
Firsl spring si7hlingt; one qt the Wdrren, Gronanl on 8/03 and I singing at Chi'k
Castle on l,l/03 (2000; 20/02, Llay then 9/03 Acton Park)

lYintering birds; l at Rake Farm, Ilalvarden (SJ 332657) on 1/01;2 at Sealand Manor
Estate on I l/01. l-ate birds were singing at l,lanasa on l7l09, Dee Meadows, Rossett

on 2ll09, Llanarmon-yn-lal,27 /0g,Llanddulas on 2/10 and GV rvhere 2 otr l6101 and

I on l8/10. The last record was a single bird at River Cl$ryd, Rhuddlan on 2/l l.

Notable and probable breeding records (>4): 6 singing rvithin % mile area,

Llanddulas on 4/04; ll at BHP Lawndy on 6/04; 4-5 singirlg at CV by l2l04 and l0
calling there on l8/05; 6 calling at Erddig on 10/06; 4+ singing with other warblers

on rough ground at WIE, l/05.

WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus tt'ochiltrs) Ttit.oR vR HEL.YG

Counon breeding sto mer visitor and passage migrant. fWEJ
F0st sightings: 6 birds at Flint on 3/04 lost year: 3 at R. Clwycl, 18/031. Last; l qt

Ilorras on 1/09 fiastyear; 18/11 at GreenJielcl ltolleyl.

Reports from ovsr twenty areas. A noteworthy count of 27 at BHP Terminal South

side on 25104.

aulunn/winter birds - c6late birds, including 2 singing, at Llytr Brenig, l9/08 and a

Iate bird at Borras on l/09.

GOLDCREST (Re gulus regulus) Dltvtv DLtRItDN

Conmon breeding residenl, pqssoge migt ant qnd vvinter visitor. IWE]

lYidespread across the counly.
I'lighesl counts: l3 at Bod Petrual, '11051 12 at Llandegla F'orest Car-park on 2/06 (SJ

229521); 9 at l-lawndyf on 3/01.
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FIRECREST (Regulus ig.nicopilfu| DRYtr pENF?'t-/1MGo.'tt

Scarce migrqnt ancl winter visitor. Amber List IBR] Clwyd County rarity-see AP-
pendix 3.

n nl at Talacre Warren on 30/12100 was probably re-located on 3/01 (G. Starnp) and
9/01 (C. Rowley). A juvenile male was caught ald ringed by Ian Spence at Bronban-
nog, Clocaenog on 28/10.

SPOTTEDFLYCA'ICHER (Muscicdpqstriatq) GITYDI|DOGMANN)G

Summer breeding visitor. Red List [BD, SPEC] BCCC [WE]

Probable or conJirmed breecling records'. Kinfs Bridge, Berwyni Ty Canol, nr WE;
Wern near Llanarmon-yn-Ial
Also seen ot (singles/double9: I singing at Loggerheads CP on 20105; I at Bod
Petrual, Clocaenog on 2 I /05; I at 'falacre Warren on 2'1 105,2 al Llandegla Forest (SJ

238510) on 2/06; 2 nr Bodfari at SJ I14725, 3/06; I at Llyn Helyg rvoods, 7/06 and a
pair on 30/06; a pair at HP on l71061 a pair at Llanychan Churchyard (SJ I14622) on

25/06; I al GV on 26106 and 5/08; I near Wrexham Town Centre, nr the Memorial
Hall on 9/08.

PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)
Conmon summer breeding visilor. fiyEl

GtIYRIIDOG RRITH

TIl'W GYNI"I;ON.HIR

Principal breeding records: (i) Llangollen study block not "worked" due to FMD but
WE total, judgirrg from old nests in boxes ilr July, up from l8 to 22 [John Lawton
Robertsl; (ii) Nannerch: in an on-going study, 2001 yielded 9 pairs which raised 55
young. The avemge clutch size was7.2 and the average young size was 6.I[Paul
Triggsl; (iii) Coed Cilygroeslwyd, Coed NanlDdu and Hendre: l9 nests were re-
corded of which 3 failed; the remaining l6 fledged 108 young, an improvement on
the previous year flan Spence],

Also recorded ln 6 othel areas : a fl at Clocaenog on 6/05, l3/05 and a pair at Bod
Petrual on 2ll05; a m at GV on 7/05 and I on 26106 aud 5/08; a m at Borras on l7105;
2 singing males at Loggerheads CP on 20105; ajlv at Rhutldlan on l-2107; I at Llyn
Helyg woods on 7/06,

LONG-TAILED TIT (Aegithqlos caudatus)
L'onnon breeding tesident. [LIEJ

Seen across the county in flocks ofup to 50+. Increasingly a visitor to garden fe€ders.
Htghest countr a remarkable count of52 at R. Clwyd, Denbigh area on 14109; c23 ut

Honckley on 2/09; c20 at POA on 3/01; cl5 at Acton Park on 4/02; up to l0 on feed-
eIS at Penybryn ff Penycae.

Breeding: A pair feeding chicks at Nant-y-Frith reseryof ott 12/06. A remarkable
count of30j&vs at Rhuddlan on l/07.
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Seen in small numbers across the county. A frequent bird-table visitor ir Coedpoeth
where I found dead in a garden tub on 29109. Regular at Erddig where a peak count
of4 on 20/08; five sightings ofsingle birds in 3 locations through the year at Llangol-
len-Ruabor area and I at Llardcgla on I9l08. 6 at Llyn Helyg wood on l4l01; I at
Clocaenog ot l8/02; 4 sightings of singles at Rhutldlan in January and September.

MARSI{ TIT (Parus palustris)
Uncommon breeding resident. Amber List [I]DMl

COAL TIT (Parus atet)
W i despread bree ding r es i dent. I ll E]

BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus)
Common and widespread breeding resiclent. IWE]

GREAT TIT (Parus major)
Common and wiclespread breeding residenl. filE)

7I?TI/ 'R TYERN

T|TIY'R EI:I,YG

7'ITW PI;NDDU

TTTW TOMOS 1,AS

Seen in smell numbers in mainll, Jbrest areas. A breeding tecord at Llyn Helyg: 6 .itr-
veniles on 24106. A single bird in a bramble, well-observed ald rvarbling (this rnelo-
dious song rot often heard), Erddig, 28/01; l+ in HP pla[tation, lt/04; r'ecorded at
GV on 4/04, 18/04 and 9106;2+ in Bonwm plantation, 18/07; I at Clocaenog on

20108 and22l12.

Recorcled through the year in many at'eas. Takes readily to garden feeders. Highest
count:5+ on gatd(.tr feeders, Wrexham, in December.

Lqrgest reported corrrls: 35 at Rhuddlan on l4l09; l3 in a Llanddulas garden, l6108.

2 pairs reared 9 young fiorn 2 boxes in a Gleenfield (Holyrvell) garden; several nest-

boxes tried out but not used but flocks of 8+, mainly young, scen in a Wrexham gar-

den, early June.

Found throughout lhe orea and lhrough the year. Also a garden /eeder qnd nester
Highest counts: 20 on l4l09 at Rhuddlan; 7 on a Holywell garden bird-table on l/09
Nested in a farm wall at TFR where chicks visible in wall cavity,25105.

NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea) DLiLoR v cN,4Ll

now IIOOD NUTHATCH
Common breeding resident. Ofren visils gardenfeeders. [WE]

WILLOW TIT (Pat'us montanus)
Scqrce breeding residenl. Anber List [I]DM]

TITII'MAWI|

Territoriql/breedi g sightings:2 along the canal at Llangollen on 25101 and a pair
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exploring holes tntees ibklem on I l/02. Regular at AP where several sightings, inc. r

pair investigating a tree-hole and another carrying food, 8/04.2 families at Llyn Helyt
woods on 24106, one feeding 4 young, 24106.

Recorded in small numbers in woodland areas, Ilighest counts: ,5 at l,landegla Forcs
Car-park (SJ 229521) on 2106i 5 at R. Clwyd, Dcnbigh on 6/09; 3 at Rhuddlan woodt
on30106-l/07 2+ regularly on fat leeders at PCR house in December.

CREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lqnius excubitor) ctGvDD MAtt/R

An occasionql winter pqssage migranl. Clwd Counry rority.

One at a 'favourcd' location at Clocaenog Forest as last year: at Craig Bronbannol
mast (SJ 0 18520); on 7/01 aud 18102-21102 (1, Evans, G. Starnp, K. Smith).

TREECREEPER (Cert hia fom i I iaris)
now E URASIAN TREECR EEPER
W idespreqd bree{li ng res ident. I W E]

JA\ (Gatrulus glanddrius)
now EURASIAN JAY
Fai ly common brceding resident. IWEJ

DRINGWR DACH

YSGRECH :I COF;D

Small but regular numbers from the usual wooded areas. Also a garden visitor. l-arges
count: 7 at a Holywell garden where present all year and up to 4 regular in a Lland
dulas garden.

CHOUGH (Pyrrhocorax pythocoral ItRtN GOESGOC

now RED-BILLED CHOUGH
ScarL:e former breeding resident. Clwyd County rarity '-see Appendix j.

MAGPIE (Pica pica) PTODEN

now BLACK.BILLED MAGPIE
Comnon and widespread breeding resident. [WE]
Ubiq itous and conspicuous. A very utccessful bn'tl o/ the orcq it is subject tt
periodic culling b), the qgriculntral communily. Found across lhe rcgion in , vat iet)
ol habitals, inchuling gardens.
l,lain sightings: I nest-building in a legular site, a Douglas fir, using cut Hawthorr
clippings, early February, Berwyn and I nest-building at Penycae by 20/02. A pal
with 4juvs at Llawndyl on l6105. At least 33 in a Mold field on 4/03; 30f roostin!
under willows at GIr otl20102 and25 on l9103; 30 in Rhuddlan woods ot1 l0/ll,2111,
and 3ll12; a flock of 26 plus acrow at TFR on l4l12;l6in a }lolywell garden whert
present all year.
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JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) Jtc-v-Do
now EaRASIAN JACI{DAIV
Common and widespread breeding residenl

A colonial breeder which also gathers away from breeding sites. Also a garden visi'
tor. Recorded as numerous and regular at Coedpoeth, GF (where a peak of 200+ on
27ll l), Rhuddlan (where a peak of 400 on l/02), WE-Panorarna (50+ on l/07), Erd-

dig (40 on l4l0l), Caego (24 on 28/03 ) and a resident colony of 20 at S[, but no nest-

ing evidence.

ROOK (Corvus frugilegus) YDI'L1N

Common ond widespread colonial breeding resident

Rookeries recorded at Erddig, Gresford, PMPA where nest building had already

commenced by 27l12), Rhuddlan woodland and at Shotton Steelrvorks (whele a small

colony of l0 pairs bred on a single gantry a[ the National Power Station).
Highertjlock counts: cl00 in fields nr Halton, Chirk (SJ 306383); 100 at Rhuddlan in

January-February; 98 at Wynnstay Lane, Marford on 3li0l,
Interesting sighting: a bird seen takilg al) acom "on the wing" without stoppillg,
28/10, Bcrwyn.

RlUN DYDDYN

Wicleqread across lhe county. The highesl couttt v)as 30 itt Joruuty in Rhudtllan.

HOODED CROW (S b-species Corwts corone cornix) M+E'R l, tdiN LlvlD
Occasionol species. Clwyd County Rarity.
One (a possible hybrid) paired with a Carrion Crow iu old territory ff Llangollen,
l/02 (J.L. Roberts). I on Denbigh Moors (SH 9560) on I l/04 (1. Evans). I t Aber-
gele on 29112 (S. Morris).

RAVEN (Corvas corar) clGI.luN
now COMMON RAVEN
Fai'ly cornmon breeding resident. Mainly in upland areqs hut sprcading lo lovlonds

One oflhe successftrl birds oflhe area. rePorls received /iom about 37 mqin areqs,

Highest count.\; a flock of30-40 visited RM from Septernber; a peak of49 at LIande-
gla (SJ 202499)where present all year (ndg); 20 at Pen-y-Cloddiau on 26108.

Ilt'ceding recor(ls. RM/HP study suspended due to FMD but 9 pails known/believed
to have reared young aud all of last year's territories were occupied. A pair nested

again on Flint castle raising four young (nest-building on the castle on l4102, then 2-4

birds seen on 25/02-2112). Confirmed breeding at Rhuddlan rvhere 3 irivs seen il
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summer. Recorded at Pendinas or I l/02 and l7102 when seen carrying nesting mate-

rials.
Notev,ot thy sightings: a raven was seen in an aerial tussle with a Sparowhawk over
rough ground at WIE, 3/04, with 7+ huntiug kestrels also in the area.

STARLINC (Sturnus vulgaris)
now COMMON STARLING
Common snd widespread breeding resident.
move nents w it h conl inent al over-winter ing v is i I ors

in numbers in winter monlhs. Amber List PIDMJ

DRL]DWDN

Often in huge qutumnal/spring

. Sone indrcalion of an increase

A successful bircl lbund in o variely of hqbitals in vatyittg numbers. Mtuimum
nrnbers: a regular roost at Foryd bridge, Rhyl with a peak of c3000 on l4ll I plus

another 3000 flying towards Conwy at sunsct. Also regular at nearby Rhuddlan where

a peak of 1700 recorded on 29112. Large numbers were registered at Warren Farm

rvith a peak count of l5?0 on 16102 plus 700 at nearby Llawndy on the same day.

Two notable counts at POA gave 660 on 5/07 and 500 on l4l07 and of 100 at POA
CL on l6106. One record of 800 birds at OMR on 3/08. Resident at SL where bilds
nest in the high lighting towers. Flocks in excess of500 fly in to roost.

Other high counts: 400 at Nant-y-Frith reservoir on 27l 10. A peak of 397 at POA on

22106. A peak coullt of270 on telephone wires at Marford on 9/09. cl007aus scav-

enging Kinrnel Bay CP plus cl00 on roof-tops, l9108. c120 flying W at Berwyn,
l0/l L 250 feeding or high pasture (380m) near Pontfadog, 8/02.

ADI;1IYN Y 10

TREE SPARROW (I'asser montanus) GOt.t:/lN Y MvNvDD

now EURASIAN TREE SPARROW
A scarce localisetl breeding rcsidenl. Red List IBDJ BCCC

Ilreeding: a juv with 2 adults at Trelarvnyd, I l/06. 2 broods raised in boxes (as last
year) at a Llanddoged/Maenan cottage (SH 81566l)with up to 8 ads and young at
feeders.
Other recorcls. l5 at Buftorl Meado\ry, Kinnerton, 5/01; 6 with large finch flock, Llyn

8J

HOUSE SPARROti| (P ass er domes t icus)
Connon breeding res ident

Some eviclence oJ demise of soote local po?ulalions. Mony houses still support small,
bltt olen decreasing, numbers.
Breeding: only I out of4 boxes used at Berwyn, compared with 2 pairs breeding in
1999.
Largest counts:60+ in a hedge, WIE, 30/ll/01; a flock ofup to 35 at Rhuddlan,
25106; c30 feeding on Lyme-grass seed heads on Kinmel Bay prornenade, 19/08;
variable flocks ol up to 30 resident in gardens in }lolywell and Rhyl.



Helyg area, 1410 I ; I at Ruthin sewerage rvorks on 24102; ,5 returned to usual breedirrg
site at Dyserth on 25103;sirrgles seen at BI-[P sites 12104-16/05;singles seen at River
Clwyd, Rhuddlan on24/04, 1/06 and l3107; I at Pen-y-Bryn Farm, Rhyl on l9105; 2

nr Bangor-is-y-Coed with Chaffinches, 7/06j I on Francis Lane, WIE, 3107;Z at Llytr
Helyg on 30/ 12.

A roost was found at Burton with 20r- birds ( l8/l l) and revisited on 7/12 when 40-50
there: birds assemble in a roadsirle hedge and, after a noisy communal display, move
into thick holly; several with a large Chaffinch flock feeding on stubble, Flint Mtn.,
t3 2.

CIIAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) JI-B|NC
Common breeding resident with autumnal movement au,ay f'om breeding areas.
Widespread ocross the region.
Highest counts'. a flock of200 il the LIyn Helyg area on 14i01; a peak count of56
over Dee valley, Berwyn, in parties of l-6, l9l10; a flock ofc35 on a muck-heap at

TFR on 2/01 and I 2/l I ; a corurt of 30 at Walwen Marsh on l9110; 130 at Bryn Mawr,
Flint Mountain on mucked pasture and maize stubble, 13/12;. c200 Chaffinch with
c20 Brambling at Tremerchion on l6112.

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montif ingillq) PtN(: I MrNvt)t)
Localised winler visilor in variable rut bers. Auber List fi)R/

Observed in only snall numbers and in only 8 oreus, as follows: I in a large Chaf-
finch flock in LIyn Helyg area on l4l01; 5 at Clocaenog on 3/02;3 at Dolywem,
Ceiriog Valley on l7l02 and cIO ott 21102; I at POA Warrery 27/041.2+ nl RM,
25110; a single/at R. Clwyd, Rhyl on 20/ll; I at Hallryn on l6110; c20 rvith c200
('halfinch at Trerrerchion orr l6112

Successful across the region, including gardens. Largesl floc*.r. 30 at River Clwyd,
Rhuddlan on l/08; 25 at Pensam on l0/12, as last year.
First song ofspring at Berwyn on 28101.

GREENFINCH (C arduelis chlor is)
now EU ROPEAN G REE N FINCH
Comnon breeding residenl

GOI,DFINCH (C arduel is c arduelis)
nov E UROPEA N GOLD FI NCll
Comnon breeding resident. Amber List [BDM] fiyEl

LI,lNOS 
'YERDD

NICO

Widespread across the region. Also a garden visilor. llighesl coun/s - a huge number,
c300 on teasels, at Creenfield coastal fields, 26109 ard 150 there on 8/10; 100 at R.

Clwyd, Rhyl on 20/09; a charm of 40 on Hope Mtn on 28109; 36 at Talacre Warren
on2105;20 feeding with l0 Siskin in larch near Pontfadog, l7102.
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SISKIN (Car duelis sp inus)
now EURASIAN SISKIN
Winter visitor and brce ding rcsident

LINNET (Carilrelis cannabina)
now COMMON LINNET
llidespread breeding rcsident. Red List [BD] BCCC

T\tl ITE (Carduel is fl ay irost r is)
A scarce vintet'visilor to coaslal at'eas. RcdList [HD]

PII,,l GIWRDD

LLINOS

Found in varying numbers tlrrough the year, both inland and on the coast.

Ilrceding recordsl bred on WE estate for fir'st time since I996; a pair nested at BQ,
l/05i bred at FLQ (ndg); 2 bleeding territories at POA btlt outcome unknowr. Resi-
dent at SL (peak count 20) where 4 nests produced 7 young. 2 juvs lvith 6 adults at
RCR on l8/08.
Mqin coostal co rrs: Gronant dunes held c250 on 3l/12 and the POA peak count
was 125 on 30/09 (see table).85 at Sealand Manor Eslate, lll01. A record of60 at
Walwen on 19/10 and 5 records at Flilt, peaking at 50 on 16110 ancl 2/12 and 30
birds at OMR on 20107. 100 at R. Cl$yd, Rhyl on 20109 and c50 at Rhudcllan on
l8/04 and c20 at Pelsarn on 26101.
Moin inland counts. cl00 nr Rhuallt on 26/03; c,10 at AWCP, l/09; 30 at Llyn
Brenig on 23108; 36 on rvires at Llanasa on 9/09; t5 at FLQ on 25i I t.

(LDJFMAMJJASOND
POA 8 I r0 - 28 - 125 t20 4't 42

Usually presenl in smoll nuubers in autumn and v,inlet' along the coast and the
Dee Esluar1,.

The rnain site is ad.jacent to Flint Castle and the BB (Flint) fironthly rnaxirna arc
given in the table (the peak count was 85 on 25/01). Also recorded in very small
Dumbers along the coast at Pensarn, K rmel Bay, POA and at OMR and Walwen.

GIY)JFMAMJJASOND

BB 85 60 65 I
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22 60 6'7

Found across the region: ogain recorded from more areas (over I 5) this year.
Highest counts. sizeable winter flocks of40-200 along the Dee valley from Garth to
Clyndyfrdwy; 200+ ir larches at WE on l6102 and 100+ at car-park on 25102; c200
at Clocaenog Forest on l5l01, 22102 and 100+ at Craig Bronbannog, Clocaenog on
l9102; c50 at Clan Conwy on 24ll l. Also a fi equent garden visitor.

LLINOS Y MYNYDD



REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret) LLIN,S llLNcoul
now LESSER REDPOLL
Breecling resident. Possibly under-recordecl though more recorcls this year

Regular sightings in small numbers a/ AWCP, Acton Park and Clocaenog; a/so seen

a/ f'lint, l,landegla Forest, Llyn Brenig, Mold, Nant-y-Frith reservoir and POA War-
ren .

Highest counts:30 at LIyn Brenig on 23108; up to 30 seer at Talacre Wanen, l8/04-
25105: c25 in alders at AWCP on 26101t 23 at Clocaenog on 6/01; ct2 at SLJ olr

3ll01, feedi0g on alders; 8atFCon l9110.
Notev)orthy sightings: a pair ground-feediDg with Willorv Warblers and Chiffchaff at
Acton Park, 8/04.

Regularly observed in smqll ntmbers al: Clocaenog, Llandegla Forest and RM-HP
plantations. Also reported at Halkyn (2 flying S on l6110).
Hi?hest counts.. 20+ at Clocaenog SJ 015532 on 7/01, 20 inc. juvs at Clocaenog on
3/06,25 at Bod Petrual on I l/12.

CROSSBI LL (Lox ia cut^vit'osl r o)
now COMMON CROSSBILL
Scarce breeding resident

BULLFINCH ( I'yrr hu la Tryrrhul a)
now COMMON BULLIINCH
Breeding residcnr. Red List [BDJ RCCC fiyE]

GY],I,'IN (iRODS

COC Y RDRLL/1N

Recorded in small numbers with over 50 .sightings from 26 areas, inchding gardens.
MsL utmhers (>11: 7 nt a field at Wern, Llanarmon-yn-lal, 29l12; 3 prirs secn in a
Holywell garden on2/ll.4 at Wynnstay on l4l01 ard 4 flying into a hedgerow
above Nercwys on l4l09. l-2 secn in every month except April at River Clwyd,
Rhuddlan but 3 on I0/l I and 5 (2m,3fl on24/ll and'7112.

SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophenox nivalis) Bp-4s vR EtR,t

Regular coastalwinter visitor in small numbers. Amber List IBRJ

fi'st y,inler pet'iod:8 at Gronant foreshore ou I /01; up to l0 at Kilmel Bay beach ot
3/01-28/01. 3 at Llanddulas on 8/02 and up to 7 at Llanddulas or Pensam otr l8/02-
26103.

Second period: I at Kinmel Bay beach on l4ll l, 3 at Towyn on I /12 and 4 at Pensam
on l5112 and 3 on28/12and30/12.
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Probably still in decline. Seen in small numbers only ontl in /ew siles, this is one oJ

CBRG's Taryet Species.
Recorded in smali numbers only at Cilcain SJ 183643 (where 2m, 3f on 24102), Co-

edpoeth, Dolwen Reservoir, Dyserth, Erddig, Fenn's Moss (where 5+ on 7/07), Gres-

ford area, HMCP, Llanasa (9 on23106), Llanefydd, Llyn Helyg, Ruabon, POA, Rivet'

Clwyd, Rhuddlan (where 5 on 13/09), Shotwick Fields, Walwen coastal fields and
WIE.

YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiz q c itrinel la)
Formerly common breeding residenl

BRAS Y CYRn'

Recorded in only a few areas.
Breeding recorcls: (lnlond) a pair bred at FLQ; (Coqstal) 2-3 pairs bred at Shotton
Steelworks; 2 pairs nested in SL reeds and I nest produced 2 known young on I2106.

2 territories were located on the POA saltmarsh (outcome unknown).

Coa.rlal: numbers built up during rvinter to c30 birds at Shotton Steelworks where 38

birds were ringed in the year. 3 pairs at Cronant Marsh on I 8/01; a peak of 4+ birds
counted in the period 7105-15101 and a winter peak count of 25 on 3l112. POA: 8 re-
cords 2 birrls on 26101 then up to 5 on 3110l-28106 and I on ll/12. Single n at
Dulas Valley on 8/03 and at Ilint marsh on 24103. 2 pairs in scrub nr RCR on 20/01
and a/on scrubland offCarnbrian Walk, Rhyl on l/09.

CORN BUNTING (Miliaria colandra) RRAS vR vD

Scarce localised breeding species. Red List IBDJ BCCC
Now sdded to the ll/elsh Rarity list.

A single male on territory on the arable field adjacent to IMF (C.8. Wells) and at
least 2 callirrg males, possibly with two others, at Shotwick Fields, 23/07-26107
(Gareth Stamp et o/).

89
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REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)
Breecling resiclent. Red List [BD] BCCC

Inland: recorcled fi'om 5 qreqs'. a flock of 4 and a single on RM, l2l10/01; I along
Francis Lane, WIE on 29104; I heard at Llyn Brenig, 21105'2 singing m at Nant-y-
Frith Reservoir on 12106;\p to 4 (3m,lf) seen at Elddig,9/06-16l12.



The followine sDecies were recorded in the 2000 Report
but not in this venr's:

BLACK-NECKEDGREBE (I'odiceps nigricollis) (;wv/1cH vDDFDDLI

Scarce winter visitor. lnber List [BRJ (Recorded al Conwy RSPB Reserve)

GARGANDY (Anas querquedulo) Ilm'.4DliN ADDF.IIN

Uncommon psssage migrant. ,4mber List IBR, SPECJ

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZAR-D (Bltreo l{tgopus) uoD BACStoc
Very rure winter visilor

RE,D-FOOTEDFALCON (Falcovespertinus) (:LtDyLl.TltoEDGO{'H

Rare vagrqnt

rORSTER'S TERN (Sternaforsteri) Mottvt;NNot. t:ott.g]'t;R

Yery rare yagrqnt

WRYNECK (JrN lorquilla) Pt:NGAtvt

Rare vagrant

SHORELARK (Ereuophila alpestis) t:ItttDvDD v l\utilH
now HORNED LARK
O cc us ionql \t) inter v i s il or

WATER PIPIT (Anthus spinolettq) TRHEDDvD v DtvR

Uncommon ltassage and )yinler yisitor to lhe Dee Esluar!

NICHTINGALE (Luscinia megarhynchos) LoS
Scarce passage migrant. Wel$h rarity.

RUSTIC BUNTING (Emberiza rustica) t]1tAs Gitl.LDtG
Rare tagrant
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1:ESCAPES and RELEASES
Recods ol specieii placed h C(tcBories D or B by lhe BOU or sptoies which arc regflrded as escopes.

BLACK SWAN (Cygnus otatus) AL,1R(:tt DD|J

I at OMR on 16/10.2 at GF on2l/ll.

SNOW GOOSE (Anser caerulescens) G'lvvDD YR ElR,l

I rvith Canada Geese at Hanmer Mere on 7/06 - the bird rvas unringed. 2 at Flint Cas-

tle rnarshes on l3108.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (A lopoc he n aegtpt iacus)

A single bild present or both Cheshire and Flintshire parts of IMF on l0/05 and a
lilgering individual at OMR, 25107-30/08.

RUDDY SHELDUCK (Tadorna feTuginea) ttwvADL)N GOC|t 'IR ElTtttN

A.f, present \vilh Canada Goose flock, ll0l-11102, was often on Flintshile arable
fields adjacenr to IMF reserve.

A rnale bild, calling in trees at Gypsy Lane, Rhyl,28-29/09, probably an escape (John
Lunt).

PEACOCK

A local escapee at Greenfield Valley on 9/06.
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APPENDIX TWO
DECISIONS

(i) CRP dccisions.
The Clwyd Rarities Punel is an independent panel contprising Alun Davies
RSPB, John Haruison RSPB tntl Suson Morris with Normon Hallas acling

os lacililator, CBRG woultl lihe to thank the Ponelfor the care and
diligence exhihiled in ils adjutlicutio,t and filso those who sent in subntis-

sions in accordance with theframework outlined above. To save space, all
occepted srfinissions have been incorpon ed in to lhe Systemutic Lisl,

(iD WRP decisions

Stone Curlew Llanddulas,
t5/12

R.l. Thorpe

Comorake POA,30/04 Gareth Stamp Pending

Tawny Pipit POA,6/05 Chester Rowlev Pending

American
Wigeon

rMF,2r-29103 Colin Wells &
Gareth Stamp

Pending

American
Wigeon

RCR, l5l12 to
year end

Gareth Stamp,
Kevin Smith el a/

Pending

(iiD BBRC Decisions

Great White
Egret

OMR,
12108-29109

la...nt.a

lGarethstamr le"nai',s
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APPENDIX 3
RECORDS REQUIRING DESCRIPTIONS

93

CBRG has decided that in this and subsequent Clwyd Bird Reports,
records which require substantiation should be placed in an Appendix
to the Systematic I-ist rather than the main body of that list. In the
main, this will apply to the three levels of rarity outlined on page 9,

viz.: National, Welsh and County. All of these require supporting
evidence from the observer before insertion into the main list. All rarity
descriptions should be submitted via the County Recorder who will
forward them to the appropriate body for ratification. Many of these
are from Birdlines and other such sources and frequently without an

observer name attached. We are grateful for the Dee Estuary (here de-
noted as DEWS) and the BirdGuide Web sites for supplying us with
their lists and we ask any participative observer to send in information
in the appropriate fashion.

National Rarities
Records ofNational rarities are considered by the British Birds Rarities
Committee (BBRC) and a list of these is published periodically in
British Birds Journal.

Welsh Rarities
Records of Welsh Rarities are considered by the Welsh Records Panel.
Welsh Rarities are defined as those occurring five times or fewer per
year on average. The list is reviewed annually. Records may be sent to
the County Recorder or directly to the WRP Secretary, Jon Green,
Crud yr Awel, Bowls Road, Blaenporth, Cardigan, Ceredigion SA43
2AR, and from whom WRP description forms are available.

County Rarities
With the increase in occurrence of certain species, the county rarity list
needs to be reviewed regularly. To try to ensure complete accuracy in
the report, records of these species should not be published without
supporting evidence. The only possible exceptions to this rule (at the
discretion of the Group) are long-staying birds seen by a number of



observers. A basic description of at least the principal identification
features should be supplied by even the most experienced of observers.
The species list considered as Flintshire and Denbighshire rarities by
the CBRG Rarities Sub-committee is on page 9. Rarity Submission
Forms are obtainable from the County recorder. For species indicated
thust below, the Rarities Panel have asked for full descriptions and fir-
ther details with particular regard to location and age.

EIDDR (Somateria mollisima) HWYADEN ttWyTHBLU

now COMMON EIDER
Uncommon marine winter visitor. Amber Li IWLJ Clwyd County Rarity

SURF SCOTER (Melanitta perspicillatq)
Rarc vagrqnl. tYelsh rurily

M1R-HWvnDIiN vt? EWYN

An adult drake seen by boat 2.5 miles N ofRhyl (SJ 0081) with c3000 Common Sco-
ter, l0/12 (A. Clarke).

MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus) BoD y GWERNI

now EURASIAN MARSH HARRIER
Vety scarce passage migrant. Red list [HD, BR,] Clwyd County rarity

An immalure/at Cronant on 27104 (DEWS)

TTEMMINCK'S STINT (C alidris temminckii)
Rare passage migrant. ll/elsh rarity.

A single recorded at POA on l/08 (C. Rowley)

TPOMARINE SKU A (Stercorarius pomarinus)
Uncommon passage migrant. Clwyd County rarity

PIBYDD 7'EMMlNCK

SGIWEN FRECH

2 past POA on 9/09 (Birdnet) arrd 9/10 (C. Rowley)

ILONG-TAILED SKU A (Stercorarius longicauclus) SGtwLN LISTFAIN
Scarce passage migranl. Clwyd County Rority-see Appenclit 3.

I at POA at HT on 2/09, ajuv on a falling tide, on 4-5109 (C, Rowley) and 7/09 (E. &
L. Jones); l-2 seen on successive days, l3109-16/09 flying W past POA (H, Jollr).

40 offTowyn on 6/09 (BirdGuides).
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ALPINE SWIFT (Apus melba)
Rare vayonl. IlllRC.

I at Gronall o 2gl04 (Steve Ilolmes)

TCHOUGH (Pyrr hocor ar pyrr hocor dr)
t\o\\ R E D- BI L L ED CH O UG H
Scarce forner breeding residenl

GwyuN t.()DRWYI G

GWYLAN SADINTi

GWliNNOt, DDLt' lt lt.PtU

RRAN GOESGOCII

GvLl.lNRRl '

3 (2 ads, I juv) on 9/09 (Birdnet) and ajuv on l4l09 (H. John)

TROSEATE TERN (Sterna dougallii) jr'totttvENNoL tvtttDoc
Scarce passage mig'ant. Cluyd County Rarity.

Thcre were four records of birds roosting at HT as follows: singles on l0-l l/07 and

2 birds orr l2l0'l and22107. (RSPB list, G. Stamp).

A single sighting ofa single bird at Gwespyr on l/04 (C. Rowley)

I in a hedge at Llan-y-Prvll, ru Wrexharn,3/02 (N. Penny).

I reported at Craig Bronbanog, Clocaeno g otr 20/02 (Bit'dGuides)

I on the railway bridge over the R. Clwyd at Rhyl (SJ 998802) on 26101 (R. Fisher
and E. Lyons).

tRING-BI LLED GULL (Larus tlelaw or ens i s)
Rare American vagrant. Clwyd County rurily

SABINE'S GULL (Lorus sabin)
Scarce vqgranl. Clwyri County rarity.

FIRECREST (Regulus ignicapillut DR'ttr pENt'r't./MGo(:Lt

Scarce migrant arul winter visilot'. Amber List llR.J Clvyd Counyt rut'ity

HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes coccothraustes)
Chvyd CounD, rarity
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For 2003, the Bullfinch has been chosen as our target species. This
species is Red-listed in the UK because of a decline of at least 50% in
its UK breeding population over the last 25 years. It also features as a
Bird of Conservation Concern in Cl*yd (see page 14).

The Clwyd Bird Recording Group hopes to collect records to show
accuralely the distribution and number in Clwyd. Although some re-
cords are received (see recent Systematic Lists), we may not be getting
a true pioture of its status.

The presenoe of Bullfinch is often revealed by its far-carrying 'deu-
deu' call-they have no proper song. Usually found in pairs or small
lamily groups, they work their way along hedgerows or through thick-
ets feeding on buds, seeds and berries. Ash keys and blackberries are
autumn favourites and fruit and hawthorn buds in spring. It is seoretive
in its habits but is easily identified by its pure white rump.

Please send records of sightings (including date, location, six-figure
grid reference if known plus any relevant notes) to the County I{e-
corder:

Norman Hallas, 63 Park Avenue, Wrexham LL12 7 AW
01978 "'\0522

Normanhallasqlaol.com

P.S. CBRG rvould like to thank all those who responded to our call for
Yellowhammer records in 2002 (last year's target species). Please keep the
records corning in. An analysis rvill be presented in the next report.

Bullfinch 2003

CBRG Target Species
Your records are needed
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C Crested
Crebe

Mute Swan

Mallard

Moorhen

Coot

BkJreaded
Gull

Tufted Duck

Golcleneye

2

57

4

l0

38

2

2

34

4

ll
20

2

2

20

z

l9

I

4

2

2

53

2

3

2

26

2

25

2

33

3

l5

2

30

6

l03

22
65 45

35

l9

2

l3

58 t2

TABLES
Selected WeBs Counts for Inland Clrvyd, 2001

Co-ordinators: Elvet and Louise Jones

Table I (a): Acton Park, Wrexham SJ 345520

Jan Ireb Mar Apr May Junc July Aug Sept Ocl Nov Dco
14 ll n/o 8 2'1 24 22 19 16 7 4 16

Table 1 (b): Llyn Bran SH 962592

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
13 22 n/c n/c n/c n/c nlc nlc 15 6 28 8

53
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Table I (c): Dolwen (SH 973703)

Jan
l3

Ircb Mar
n/c

Apr
n/c

Ma
n/c

Jun
n/c

July
n/o

Aug
n/c

Sept
l5

Nov
28

Dec
8

Little Grebe 82 '1

Oct
6

t2 ll 9

6

85l

19 t6 2t 30

60 43 30 26

41350

G Crested
Grebe

Grey Heron 2

4

409

129

t2 t4

2t 26

2

23

Bk-headed 4

Gull

Common Gull 150 500

Lesser B-b
Gull

Buzzald

2t

30

I

'feal

Mallard

Shoveler

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Goldencye

Goosancler

Moorhen

Coot

Snipe

22

I
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Table I (d): Erddig Flash SJ 336487

Jan
l4

I'cb
ll

Mar
nlc

Apr May
n/c olc

June
24

July AUB Sept
22 t9 16

oct Nov
14

Dc,
l6

Little Grebe

Grey [[eron

Mule Swan

'Iufted Duck

Ruddy Duck

Moorhen

Coot

l,apwirlg

Bk-headed Gull

(lonrmon Grrll

Kcstrel

3

33

50

22

3 14 2'.1 t6 "t 8 3

-54

5211641

5

3

2

Teal

I

Mallard 220

2

48

I
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Litlle Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Mute Swan

Canada Coose

Mandarin

Mallarcl

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Goldeneye

Moolhen

Coot

Lapwing

Kingfisher

Bk-headed
Gull

Common Gull

Buzzard

Table I (e): Greenfield, Holy'\ilell SJ 1977

Jan Ireb Mar Apr Mry June July Aug Sepl Oot Nov Dec
14 I I n/c n/c 2'7 24 22 19 16 '7 4 16

1223123453
t21021200
llllllll0

2243432423
220

l9

29

t9

l6

22

21

I

23

3

6t

l623 3l t4 21 6 19

5

9

4

5

16 912 6 921 39

49685'7t28
6 It 9 ll 4 | 15 19

42 t4

100

I

I

2 I I

6

I



Table I (l): Gresford Flash SJ 345536

Jiu
t4

feb
ll

Mar
uc

npr May June July Aug Sept
I) 2'7 24 22 l9 16

tl

Oct Nov
't4

Dqq
l6

22

2

22

933

10 2

3

4

'72

l8

3

61

3

31

68

3

5

I13,1 12 56
rs ? 13 18 42 26 34 38 95

Great Crestcd
Grebe

Connorant

Grcy Heron

Mute Swan

Greylag Goose

Canada Goose

Mandarin

Mallard

Pochartl

't ufted Duck

Ruddy Duck

Moorhen

Coot

LaplYing

Bk-hcaded
Gull

Common Gull

Lesser B-b
Gull

I

33 28

1524 3535 4 2 251 Z

2 I

I

I

3

I

I I

I

6 5 t3 2',7 12 16 14 4.24
I

10t



Table I (g): Kimbe rley Ctark Factory, Flint

Jan Feb Mal Apr May June July Aug Sept 961
14 25 r.t/c nlc c l/c r.t/c n/c 16 7

Nov Dec
279

Little Grebe

Grey Ileron

Mute Swan

Canada

Goose

Teal

Mallard

Shoveler

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Ruddy Duck

Feral

Moorhen

Coot

Oystercatchcr

Snipe

Bk-headed
Gull

Comrnon
Gull

42 6

2

6

2

6

68 63 6726

l5

8

5

38

t2

I

26

2

2

16

2

30

t7

68

26

l8

l8

3

5

30

10

35

II

-50

2

2

5

I

2

9

3

34

t4

44

5

IO

3

t4

14

40

5

1

8

3

7

7

52

102
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Table I (h): Llyn Brenig (SH 9755)

Jan

l3
Feb
22

M
n/c n/c

MJ
n/c n/c

41
I

6

500

2

I

Table 1(j): Ysceifiog Lake S.I 145715

Jun
n/c

Jul
nlc

Aug Sep Oct
n/c n/c 6

6'l

89 l0

Feb
t2

t4

I

20

I

38

IO

3

73

I

16 27

5 19

23

t4

Nov Dec

5 16

l0 9

I

I

t4

I

15

8

3

8

ll
5

4

5

4

3

Jan
l3

l3

Mar Apr May
tlc nlc n/c

Little Grebe

Cormorant

Mute Swan

Teal

Mallartl

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Moorhen

Coot

Common Gull

2l

9l

I

26

5

t22

'1 88

40 56 48

l4

4

68

21

103

'70 87

Jy A Sept Oct Nov Dcc
nlc rl,lc 15 6 28 8

I-ittle Grebe

Gt Crested Grebe

Cormorant

Crey llerou

Mallard

TuIled Duck

Coldeneye

Goosander

Bk-hd Gull

Comrnon Gull

L'er B-b Gull

Merlin

I I

I



Toble I (i): Llyn Helyg (SJ1177)

Jan
I4

Feb
2t

Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct
nlc t.tlc n/c :nlc tt/c olc 15 '7

Nov f)ec
27 12

Gt Crested
Grebe

Cormorant

Grey Heron

Mute Swan

Canada Goose

Wigeon

Gadrvall

Teal

Mallard

Pochard

Pintail

Tufted Duck

Goosander

Moorhen

Coot

Bk-headed
Gull

Common Gull

Buzzard

2

8

2

I

I

2

24

l0

30

3

20

22

2

2222
7 5

32

3

ll
2

22

70

2

52 57

50

50

l0

1325

3l
t48 144 175 lq0
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Toble 2
Breeding Birds 2001 for Gronant Local Naturc Reserv€

Souli. RS/'/l

Species Nunlber of territorics

Mallard

Coot

Moorhen

Skylark

Meadow Pipit

Pied wagtail

Stonechat

Blackbird

Wren

Dumock

l,esser whitethroat

Whitethroat

Crasshopper Warbler

Sedge Warblcr

Lilulet

Reed Bunting

2

2

2

22

9

I

I

I

2

3

l

3

3

ll
4

3

Breeding birds at Crorant reed bcd and marsh, outside the LNR

Reed Warbler'

IWater Rail

Grasshopper Warbler

Mute Swan

105

6

1

I



RINGING REPORT FOR 2OO1

lan M, Spence

For fieldworkers, 2001 was a year with an inauspicious start with the
restrictions put on access to the countryside because of the outbreak
of Foot and Mouth Disease, Thankfully, I was able to get access to
two woods where I did not have to cross any grazing land and did not
have to use public footpaths. Nonetheless, I missed ringing a lot of
birds, so again, it seems that Merseyside Ringing Group (MRG) did
most ringing in the county area.

The totals show that MRG had a very successful season ringing Com-
mon Terns at Shotton. They continue to provide interesting recoveries
from their west African wintering area. With such a small sample of
ringers in Clwyd, it is not possible to comment on the changes in ring-
ing totals as possible indicators of changes in the fortunes of bird
populations, as for many species the changes in number from one
year to the next reflect changes in effort or other factors. There were
no exceptional recoveries this year but I have included recoveries for
different species that showed movements of more than 40 km.

I am very grateful to the ringers who have provided their ringing totals
and recoveries for possible inclusion in this repo(. As usual, many of
the recoveries have been generated by ringers having caught, again,
birds ringed by others ('conkolled') but I am especially grateful to the
members of the public, in this country and elsewhere who have written
to the British Museum, with the details of the ringed birds they have
found.

lan M. Spence
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I thank the ringers who submitted totals and recoveries that may be
used for this report: MRG (Paul Triggs), John Lawton Roberts (a nil
return because of Foot and Mouth restrictions), Spence, Stratford and
Brenchldy (lan M. Spence) and Stuart K. Thomas.



TOl'ALS
FullGrown Pulli Total

Hen Hafiier 4

Buzzard 3

Kestrel 2

Merlin 2

C)vstercatcher I

Ringed Plover I

I

Common Tern 820

t2

Stock Dove 3

Woodpigeon 3

3

Tarvny Owl 5

Nightjar I

Srvift 5',]

Great Spotted Woodpccker' I

Skylark 2

Swallow t2
l2

Crey Wagtail I3

Dipper t6
Wren 8t

f)unnock 29

Robin 94

Redstart l8
Whinchat 6

Blackbird 65

Song Thrush ll
Redwilg 22 0 22

Mistle Thrush 6

Cetti's Warbler I

Grasshopper Warbler I

Sedge Warbler 30 0 30

Reed Warbler' I l6

107

ol 4l
ol 3l

0l 2l

ol 2l

ll ol

ol rl
Black-headed Cull rl ol

ol 820 |

Little Tern ol t2l
0l 3l

ol 3l

Barn Orvl ol ll
ol 5l

rl ol
s7l ol

rl ol

ol 2l

rl ltl
House Marlitr l2l ol

ol t3l
ol l6l

641 l7l
2el ol
701 241

6l t2l
ol 6l
szl l3l
71 4l

0l 6l

' 
I 0l

'l ul

o)l )/,1''t -'l



continued F'ull Grorvn Pulli 'fotal

II 0 ll
Garden Warbler l3 9 22

Blackcap 3l 0

26 0 26

Willow Warbler 10 '1 '77

Goldcrest 71 0 '7'7

Firecrest I 0 I

44 342 386

Long-tailed Tit l8 0 l8

0

Willow'l'it l4 0 t4

Coal Tit 29 t3

240 68t 921

Great Tit 7t 254 325

'Ireecreeper 4 0 4

3 0 3

Slarling 5 0 5

0 3 3

Tlee Sparrow 0 63 63

Chaffinch 45 l0 55

Greenfinclt '76 0 76

Goldfinch ,7
0 7

7 0 7

7 0 7

Ilu llfi nch 20 0 20

Reed Bunting 43 0 43

TOTALS l3 l3 24t0 3123
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Whitethroat

3t

Chiffchaff

Pied Flycatchcr'

Marsh'lit I I

Blue Tit

Jay

House Span ow

Siskirr

Lesser Redpoll



Codes used

M

F

Pull,

2

3

3J

4

5

6

7

8

in the recoveries:

Male

Fcmale

Ringed as a pullus (nestling)

Fully grown, year ofhatchirtg quite unknown

Hatched during calendar year oftinging

Hatched during calendar year oflinging and in juvenile
plumage

Hatched before calendar year of ringing, but exact year
unknown

Ilatched during previous caleudar year

Ilatched before previous calenclar year, bul exact year

unknown

Defiuitely hatched two calendar years before ringing

Hatched more than two calendar years before ringing

Selected recoveries:

U6676 Mute Swan 6 M (Blue XUU)
30 07 1995 Aber Ogwen, near Bangor, Gwynedd
26 10 1997 Deeside lndustrial Park
01 02 2001 Shotwick, Cheshire

71 km 89' 2013days Dead, hitwires

l\4ute Swan 5 F (White AAIH)
Aber Ogwen, near Bangor, Gwynedd
Deeside lndustrial Eslate, Shotwick

88" 1620 days Colour mark record

u6769
2B 07 1996
03 01 2001

70 km

U6799 Mute Swan 5 M (White AALA)
24 08 1996 Foryd Bay, near Caernarfon, Gwynedd
10 01 2001 Holywell

74 km 76" 1600 days Sick, now released, discarded fishing tackle

109



291444 Mute Swan 3 White AAYU)
19 08 1999 Ruthin
20 05 2001 Frodsham Niarsh, Cheshire

43 km 59' 640 days Dead, not fresh, hitwires

SV14606 Common Tern Pull
19 07 1998 Shollon SteelWorks
02 06 1999 Conakry, gUIIEA

4951 km 192" 318 days Ring only found

SV14941 Common Tern Pull.
27 06 1999 Shotton SteelWorks
29 07 2001 Tanjeh, GAMBIA Found dead

4596 km 195' 763 days

N584179 Sedge Warbler 3
16 07 2000 Shotton SteelWorks
05 08 2000 Le l\,lassereau, Frossay, Loire-Atlantique, FRANCE

670 km 173" 20days Controlled

K808964 Pied Flycatcher Pull. (7/7)
08 06 1999 Rhewl, near Ruthin
09 06 2001 Radlith, Pontesbury, Shropshire

64 km 150" 732 days Controlled at nest box (= M)

K810050 Brambling 5 M
0B 03 1997 Shotton SteelWorks
06 02 2000 Hilborough, Norfolk

260 km 106" 1065days Controlled (and on 05 03 2000)

VS59415 GreenUnch 3 M
21 11 1999 Shotton SteelWorks
01 06 2001 Ulverston. Cumbria

107 km 358' 558 days Road casualty

VS59446 Greenfinch 6 M
05 12 1999 Shotton SteelWorks
28 07 2001 Netherton, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire

93 km 61" 601 days Found freshly dead
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ARTICLES

The Population Status of the UK's Birds

-the 
Red List updated

Anne Brenchley
Clwyd East Regional Representative

British l-rust for Ornithology

Evcry five years, the leading governmental and non-governmental
conservation organisations in the IJK review the population status ol
the birds regularly found here. A total of 247 species has been as-

sessed and each has been plaoed on to ons of the three lists (as out-
lined at the beginning of our Systematic List) 

-red, 
amber or green.

In the UK, forty species are red-listed, 121 are amber-listed and 86 are

green-listcd. The lists update carlier assessments, Birds of Conserva'
tion Concern and Birds of Conservation Importance, which were pub-
lished in 1996. The five yearly review keeps track of changes in abun-
dance and range and the new lists are based on the most up-to-date
information available.

For birdwatchers in Wales, the lists are slightly different to that of the
UK. Many of the UK birds are not found in Wales so the Welsh Red
[,ist has only 27 species mentioned. But even here there have been
some significaut additions to the red list from 2002 onwards.

Farmland Birds: many widespread but rapidly declining birds
of farmcd land remain on the red list but in the latest assessment

the Yellowhammer has been added to the UK and Welsh lists
and the Lapwing is now on the Welsh list.

Woodland and l-lrban birds: birds from two new groups now
appear or1 the red list. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Willow
Tit have declined by 73% and 80% over the last 25 years in the
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Uplands: here the Hen Harrier and the Black Grouse remain
on the red list but Ring Ousel and Red Grouse are now added.
One piece of good news is that the Merlin has moved to the am-
ber list because its UK population has more than doubled over
the past 25 years.

A more detailed artiole concerning this subject can be found in Welsh
Birds: Vol 3 (4) pp 289-302: 'T'he Population Status of llird.y in l ales;
an Analy,ris oJ Conservation ()oncern 2002-2007', R.l. Thorye and A.
Young.

I t2

UK and although there is inadequate data to determine their ac-
tual population status in Wales, nonetheless the precautionary
approach to their status has been adopted and they appear on the
Welsh Red List. In the UK, a number of other woodland species
have enteretl the ambcr list and Woorl Warbler may be a species
to look out for over the next few years but in Wales this is still a
species that is doing reasonably well and it has not been placed
on either the red or amber lists. Ilowever, it is the inclusions of
two, once very common, town birds to the red list that may sur-
pt'ise many birdwatchers: the House Sparrow and lhe Starling.
Admittedly, these have declined most in the south and east of the
IJK but the starling has also declined in Wales and although the
I{ouse Sparrow is still relatively common in Wales (Welsh amber
list), we should be recording these birds and not take them for
granted.

Whilst some conservation aotions have been successful over the past
few years, reversing the declines of widespread and common species
remains the key challenge in bird conservation today.



Conservation of Birds on the Dee Estuary
Chris Pirie

European Marine Site Officer - Dee Estuary, English Nature (based
with the Countryside Council for Wales in Mold).

The Dee Estuary is the most important site for birds in Ctwyd, being of
international importance for lourteen species olwaterbirds. During the
autumn and winter months the extensive intertidal mud flats and sand

flats, saltmarsh and the surrounding coastal fields of the Dee, provide
roosting and feeding sites lor many thousands ol ducks and waders. In
summer the estuary supports internationally important colonies of
breeding lems. Thc estuary is also an important migration stopover for
rvaders moving along Britain's western coastline, and for Sandwich
Terns on post-breeding passage.

Species for which the De e is important

Altogether in excess of 120,000 waterbirds lrom l8 speoies are regu-
larly recorded as spending thc winter on the Dee Estuary. The Dee
supports internationally important numbers of 3 species of wintering
wildfowl: Shelduck, 'fcal, and Pintail; and 8 species of wintering wad-
ers: Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, Knot, Dunlin, Bar-tailed Godwit,
Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew and Redshank. In addition, internation-
ally irnportant numbers of breeding Common Tern occur at Shotton
Lagoons, while Wales' only breeding colony of Little Terns is found
on the beach at Gronant.

Based on Wetland Bird Survey counts over the five years prior to 2000
the Dee ranks as the most important site in the UK for wintering Pin-
tail, the second most important UK site for wintering Redshank and the
third most impodant site fot wintering Shelduck, Oystercatchers,
Blacktailed godwit, and Curlew.
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Why do so many birds come to the Dee?

The importance of the estuary for migratory waterfowl stems lrom its
geographic location, and the variety and productivity of its habitats.
The close proximity of the Dee to the other major estuaries of Liver-
pool Bay, in particular the Mersey and the Ribble means that these es-

tuaries form network of sites, all of which provide food and shelter for
waterbirds. Frrther these sites are situated on the North East Atlantic
Flyway, the main route taken by waders and wildfowl from their breed-
ing grounds in the Arctic and Northern Europe to their wintering
grounds further south.

All ofthese invertebrates arc food for at least one species of wildfowl
or wading bird, although in general different bird spccies exploit differ-
ent pafis ol an intertidal area, feeding upon a range of different inverte-
brates. For example Shelduck feed on the intertidal area at low water
or the water's edge, usually on Macoma, Hytlrobia and other small in-
vertcbrates such as ()orophium.
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The invertebrate communities of the intertidal flats provide a very rich
source offood for waders and wildfowl. The productivity ol intertidal
mud flatl is high and the intertidal mudflats and sandflats of the Dee

are the fifth largest within a IJK estuary. Consequently the Dee sup-
pofis extensive invertebrate communities providing abundant food for
many species. These invertebrate communities include several impor-
tant invertebrate groups: polychaete \\,orms such as the lugworm
(Arenicola marina) and ragworm (Nereis diversicolr.rr); bivalve mol-
luscs, in particular cockles (Ceraslo deroderm edule) and Baltic tellins
(Macoma balthicu); gastropod molluscs such as the mud snails
(Hydrobia), as well as shrimpJike amphipod orustaceans.

In addition to the intertidal flats other areas of partioular importance
for birds within the estuary are the large areas of saltmarsh in the upper
estuary and coastal grazing marsh along the Welsh shore. These habi-
tats provide additional feeding areas for waders and wildfowl; ducks
such as pintail and teal feed on sceds and soft-leaved plants on the



Statutory Designations

The Dee Estuary now enjoys some ol the highest levels of statutory
protection of any site in the country. 'fhe estuary and its surrounding
habitats are now covered by a series of overlapping statutory nattlre
conservation designations of four dilferent types:

The Dee Estuary was first notified as a Site of Special Scientific In-
terest (SSSI) in 1954. Further SSSI notifications have followed result-
ing in six SSSIs around the estuary, all of which are at least padly noti-
fied for their bird interest. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
(2000) substantially enhances the protection of these SSSIs and makes

it easier to manage their wildlife features positively.

SPAs provide increased protection and management for areas that are

important for breeding, wintering or migration of rare and wlnerable
bird species. Government policy on Ramsar sites requires special con-
sideration to be given to any proposals which could affect their features

ol international importance so as to ensufe that sites do not deteriorate
or suffer significant disturbance.

F'inally in February 2001 English Nature and the Countryside Council
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saltmarsh while wading birds feed on terrestrial inverlebrates including
eafthworms and leatherjackets on the grazing marsh. Areas of
sahmarsh and rock or shingle on the upper shore also provide impor-
tant areas for birds to roost at high tide without experiencing excessive

disturbance.

In 1985 international importance of the Dee for waders and wildfowl
was formally recognised for the first time. This year saw the designa-

tion of both the Dee Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA) under the

Birds Directive (Council Directive 79l409lEF,C) and the Dee Estuary
Ramsar Site under the Ramsar Convention (The Convention on Wet-
lands of International Imporlance especially as Waterfowl Llabitat)
signcd in Ramsar', Iran, in 1971.



for Wales recommended the Dee Estuary as a possible Special Area of
Conseruation (pSAC) under the ilabitats Directive (Council Directive
92l43lEEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna
and flora). The estuary is being considered as a pSAC because it con-
tains habitat types and species which are rare or threatened within a

European context. Ilabitats or European importance in the estuary in-
clude both its saltmarsh and the intertidal flats, for which the Dee is
considered to be one of the best areas in the UK.

Status of key waterfowl species

The existence of statutory designations alone does not necessarily
guarantee that the numbers ol birds using the estuary will rcmain at
current levels. The estuary must be managed to ensure that conditions
rsmain lavourable within the site and extemal factors, such as weather
conditions in the breeding grounds thousands of miles away, may af-
fect the numbers of birds coming to the Dee Estuary.

English Nature and the Countryside C-'ouncil for Wales have a duly to
monitor the birds using the estuary and to ensure that the management
of the site remains favourable. The monthly Wetland Bird Survey
(WeBs) counts carried out by the RSPB in conjunction with volunteers
contribute greatly to this process.

Recent research undertaken by The British Trust lor Ornithology
(Armitage et a|.,2002) examining WeBS data for trends in bird num-
bers has raised some concerns that eight of the species for which the
Dee Estuary SPA is internationally important - teal, pinlail, oyster-
catcher, grey plover, knot, dunlin, bar{ailed godwit and rcdshank - had
undergone some degree of decline over varying periods prior to 2000.
Yet over the last two years most of these species have shown slight in-
oreases, in particular, knot, dunlin, and redshank. However numbers of
other species remained low. Oysteroatcher numbers are ol most con-
cern, as they appear to show a continued decline. The Countryside
Council for Wales has recently commissioned further research to inves-
tigate some of the possible causes of this apparent decline in order to
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Chris Pirie

Finally..,...

Estuaries are dylramic ecosystems and the Dee Estuary is no excep-

tion. Natural and man-made factors are always working for change'

Offshore dredging, management of the cockle fishery, diffuse pollution

inputs from agricultural run-off and works associated with offshore

windfarms are all issues affecting the estuary The influence of climate

change is yet to be determined. Monitoring of habitats and species is

orlgning and the country agencies are consulted on all plans and pro-
jeois that could potentially alf,ect thc estuary. All efforts will be made

io 
"nr.,r. 

that the wildlife interest of the estuary is safeguarded for eve-

ryone to enjoy now and into thc future.
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establish how it might be reversed.
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Grid references and all that....
Norman Hallas

When faced with a request to write something about Grid References I ini-
tially demurred. My feeling was that those who knew how to use grid refer-
ences would not need suoh a guide-and, indeed, may take exception to being
told "how to suck eggs"- and those rvho didn't may be fi ightened off and stop
sending in any records at all. What persuaded me were recent experiences
rvhen I received erroneous grid references from "prolessionals" (the cornmon
mistake is to put eastings last) - not to mention the agonising amount of time
it takes me to check references on the maps. There is another influence, too--
the intention by CBRG to use Recorder 2002 which will require the use of
such references. An1,lvay, here goes. . ..

The National Grid is a reference system which applies to all British
maps. Great Britain is covered by 100 kilometre grid squales each of
which is identified by two letters. The squares relevant to us are tlrose
designated SH and SJ.

These squares are further divided into smaller squares by grid lines rep-
resenting l0 kilometre spacing, each numbered from 0 to 9, florn the
south-west corner, in an easterly (left to right) and northerly (uprvards)
direction, as shown in diagram l. These letters are shown on the map
key and in lhe corner ol lhe map.
Using this system, you can identify a ten-kilometre grid square. For
example, if you look at the map in the centrefold of tlris report, you can
find Gresford Flash. It is in square SJ 35. This grid is further divided
intol kilometre intervals. You can estimate or measure distances be-
tween the grid Iines to give a more precise reference. By estimating the
eastings and northings to one tenth of the grid interval, a full 6 figure
grid reference can be given, accurate to 100 metres on the ground. All
you do is estirnate how many tenths away from the grid your point
falls. For instance, Cresford l'lash is approximately 6 tenths east of grid
34 and 8 tenths north of grid 53. So the six-figure ( 100 rnetre) grid ref-
erence for Gresford Flash is Si 346538.
This is a very precise measure. Plant recorders or similar may, indeed
use satellite positioning devices to pinpoint a position. We do not need
that degree of accuracy. Indeed, for sorne species it may be preferred to
give a general indicator or even none at all (e.g. for rare breeding
birds).

3

4
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Roger and Megan Bagguley, Mark Boilstone, Anne Brenchley, Mike Clark,
Alan D. Crawford, Keith Davies, Lynn Davies, Steve Davies, Steven Davies,
Tony Davies, Colin Greenhalgh, Hywel Edwards, Ian Evans, Mair Evans,
Doug Formstone, J.B,Formstone, Neil Frisrvell, Barry Griffiths, Mike Grif-
fiths, Norman and Pauline Hallas, Mrs H.G. Ilarvey, Dave Healey, lan [Iig-
ginson, Brayton Holt, Neal Hughes, S. Ilughes, J.A.Jackson*, IIuw John+, El-
vet & Louise Jones, Helen Parry Jones, Rhun Jones, Andrew King, thc Rev.
Hugh Linn, John l,unt, Dr Edward Lyons, John Marchant, Alan Moore, Paul
I. Morris, Susan Morris, Geoff Odgers, Ron Plurnmer, J. Raines*, Peter
Rathbone, Mr & Mrs D.F. Richardson, Brian Roberts, John LaMon Roberts,
Paul Roberts, G. Robinsont, Barry & lris Rogers, Menyn David Rogers, C.
Rowley*, lan Spence, Kevin Smith, Richard Smith, Gareth Stamp, E.J.Stokes,
Nick Thomas, RI Thorpe*, Paul Triggs, Stephen Williams, Les Wood.

(a refers b conlributor,s frorn whon records were received indh'ectly)
plus

BHP Petrolenm Limited (Rr,,D Palmer/Chester fic,w/ey); BirdGuides Ltd Web
Site Qluve.dunJi (@birdguides.com); Dee Estuary Web Site (Richord Smith:
0151 625 2320 or richard(@deeestuary.co.uk); Greenfield Valley (llolywell)
Bird Survey (Brian Roberts); Shotton Paper Bird Report (Ron I'lummer);
Shotton Steelworks Records (,lohn Birch arul Paul irrlggs); Wrexham
Birdwatchers Annual Report

[Welsh Development Agency Breeding Bird Surveys; Welsh Raptor Study
Group Annual Report; ]

qnd the systematic lists Jbr the following RSI'B Re,serve,s:

Bagillt Bank, Mostyn Dock, Oakenholt Marsh, Point of Ayr and POA
Colliery Lagoons (Gureth Slamp, Assistunl Warden, Dee Estuury with
acknowledgements to lhose reconlers, including DNS nrcmbers, who provided
reserve log records and to Brian Grey and Dafid I'ugh for the WeBS counts
und to Chesler Rowley ond the BHP Monitoring Programme); lnner Marsh
Farn** (Colin Wells,RSPB Site Manager, Dee Dstuary Re.sene with
acknowledgemants lo those who conlributed b the IMF log book and E.,1.

Abrahams, l).1i. llarnucle, Neil Friswell and Gareth Starp), Conwy RSPB
Nature Reserye*t (lan lIiggin,son, Ilarden)

**Nole: only pdtts ofthe IMF ond Conty Rese\es rclate to Clwyd as outlined on pages l1-15

Contributors
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Where appropriate (for sensitive sites and larger areas)
only four-figure grid ref€rences are used

I'lace name Grid
Reference

Place name Grid
Rel'erence

Abbre
viation

(if
used)

sJ 345520
sJ 332553

sJ 320546
sJ 235767
sJ 124844
sJ 0375t0
sJ 356526
sJ 013803

si 0352
sJ 357573
sJ 350600

sJ 200780
SJ I977AWCP

CLI{

CQNR

CR

GVIJP

HP

LPJ

MI,R

Acton Park
Alyn Waters
Country Park, l,lay

Cac Llwyd Rcssrvoir
Clocaenog I'orest
Coedpoelh
(bonahs Quay Nature
Rcservc
Conwy RSPIJ Rcserve

SJ 269,178

sJ 0353
sJ 2951

sJ 2',70120

GI:
(rl-

tiM
}IMCP

sJ 346538
sJ 348548
sJ 090845
sJ 328451

sJ 2943

Greenfield Dock
Grcenfield Valley
I lcrilagg I'ark
Creslbrd Ilash
Grcsford Lake
Gronant Dunes
Cylelia

llanmer Mere
Ilope Mounlain
(Waun y Llyn)
Country Park
llawarden Airficld
llorscshoe Pass. near
l,langollcn

sJ 185470

Inncr Marsh l;arm sJ 305735

Ddol tJchafl{cservc
Dolwen Reservoir
Dysedll

st 32't 482
sJ 336487

Llay
l-lyn Alcd
l,lyn Bran
l-lyn Brenig
l.lyn tlelyg
l,oggerheilcls
Large Pool,
Johnstorvn

sH795775
sJ 106815
sH 910?85
sJ 196525
sJ I lll840

sJ 33255?
sH 9165?9
sH 962592
sH 9755
sJ 77
sJ 205627

l-c
I'I-Q

sJ 30r588
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sJ 000805
sJ 312523

GAZE'I'TNE,R

Abbrevi
ation

(if used)

BB

BQ

Ilagillt Bank
llHP Pool. POA
llod Petnral
Borras/Ilorras Quarry
Brickfields Pools/
I{cservc
Blonbannog
Burton. neilr llossett
llurton Mcadows

Erddig I>ark
Erddig I.lash

Irenn's Moss
Irlint Castlo
Fagl l-ane Quarry,
llope

SJ I417I4
s1t973704
sJ 056791

sJ 490370
sJ 248732

IMF

I,I,R l-indisl'amc Lake,
Ituabon
l,lonasa
Llanddulas
l,landegla
l.lawndy Ifarm (llllP)

Marinc Lake, Ilhyl
Moss Valley

sJ 455397
sJ 350650

sJ 308427

conlilued on nefl page



GAZETTEER (continred)

Abbre
viation
(whcre
used)

Grid
Rcference

Abbrev
iaiton

(where
used)

Sitc Grid
Refcrence

Nltwt

OMR

PCR

PMPA

PoA

RI]P

RCR
RCC
RML

RM

SI
SL

Nant Mill
Nercwys Mountain
NIi Walcs
inslitute. Wrcxham
Oakenholt Marsh
Ilcserve

Pendinas Rcscr-voir
Pensanl
Penyoac

Pcnycae Reservoir
Pentle Marvr Palk,
Abergele
Point ofAyr
Pontybodkil

Rhyl Brickfield
Pond
River Clwyd, Rhyl
Rhyl Golf Course
Rhyl Marine Lake
Rhydymwyn
Ruabon Moors
Rossett

Sealand

Sealand Ranges

Shotwick Fields
Shotton LagooDS

sJ 288504
sJ 2258
sJ 328513

sJ 265122

sJ 236518
sH 950785

sJ 281452
sJ 2645

sH 943 78s
sJ 130850

u 272593

sJ 013803
st{000800
sJ 028824
sH 999805
sJ 2 13663
sJ 245465
sJ 368572

TFR

1'MR

WE
WIE

Shotwick
Boating Lake
Stryt Las,
JohDStown
Small I'ool near
Johnstown
Taiuant
'falacre

Tatham Farm,
Ruabol
1'revalyn
Meadows
'fy Mawr
Reservoir
Walwen
Warrcn !'arnr,
Talacre
World's End
Wrexham
Industrial Estate

sJ 315?25

st 2143
sJ 270465
sJ t24817
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Site

sJ 340694
sJ 305726
st 320120
sJ 3071

SBL

SLJ

SPJ

YL Ysceifiog Lake

sJ 305449

2944

sJ 395565

sJ 27-s480
st 201766

sJ I I5843
sJ 238478

si 3749

sJ r,t57l5



LOCAL SOCIETIES

CIwyd Ornithological Society
The 'Clwyd', as it is known, is an informal birdwatching group - we

meet in a pub near St. Asaph. In the winter months we have talks on

birds and other related topics; throughout the year we visit a variety of
places hoping to find birds etc. of interest.

Please join us - annual fee 15

Contact the treasurer: Elvet Jones, Sandiway, Llanasa, Holywell Cll8
9NE Phone: 01745 852984

Deeside Naturalists SocietY
A local natural history society, founded in 1973 to conserve flora and

fauna on Deeside and in the surrounding atea. The Society has 500

members and holds monthly meetings and slide shows. The Nature

Reserve at Connah's Quay, alongside the River Dee, has several hides

and a Field Studies Centre. (Permit required).
Current fees: Adult/Family f9; Pensioners: t5 Single, 17 Couple,

Juniors (under-18) and Students f 1.50

Membership enquiries: please contact
The Mernbelship Secretary, Mr Keith Shannon,

6 Ffordd Pentre, Mold, Flintshire CH7 iUY.

Wrexham Birdwatchers styles itself as 'the small friendly group' and

members are aged from 8 to 80! We meet the first Friday and the

(altelnating) third Saturday/Sunday ofevery month. The winter F'riday

lindoor) programme runs from September to April aud consists of a

series of leotures/slide shows, currently held in the Memorial l{all,
Gresford. The outdoor programme runs through the year. Social
Evenings and Weekends away are also held. A Bulletin is produced

regularly along with an Annual reporl. The current programme and

further details may be obtained from:
The Hon. Secretary, Marian Williams, l0 Lake View, Gresfotd, nr

Wrexham I.Ll2 8PU. Telephone: 01978-854633
Cument fees: adult f,7, family !12, juniors f3, OAP & students f4.
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NATIONAL GROUPS

For information on National Groups in Flintshire and Denbighshire,
please contact the lollorving:

BTO Regional Representativos:

Clwyd East: Anrre Brenchley, Ty'r [iawnog, 43 Blaokbrook,
Sychdyn, Mold, Flintshire CllT 6Ll. 'l'elephone: 01352 750118. E-
mail : ian.anne@imsab. idps.co.uk

Clwyd West: Me[ ab Owain, 3l Coed Bedw, Abergele, Conwy
LL22 7 EU. E-mail : melabowain@cix.compulink.co.uk

Wclsh Ornithological Society: for inforntation on the WOS, please
contact the Hon. Secretary, Paul Kenyon, 196 Chester Road, Hartford,
Northwich, Cheshire CW8 I I-G. Telcphone: 01606 77960

North Wales Wildlife Trust: Adrian Lloyd-Jones, Loggerheads
Country Park, Llanferres, near Mold. 'Ielephone: 01352 - 810469

RSPB: for local Members' Groups please contact
(North Wales) Paul Braid 01492 516260
(Chester) Bernard Wright 01829 782243
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